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January 15th, 1970 The Columbian
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Forty Native Indians are to be recruited and trained as Prison
Guards and Parole Cfficers in the four Western Provinces,

Solicitor General Ceorge Ncllraith announced in Ottawa today.

Tom Hall, Western Regional Penitentiary Director at New

neter added that probably ten will eventually be allocated
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to Penitentiaries of each of the four provinces.

The policy stems from a2 1967 recommendation tha*t Indians be
hired to helv rehabilitate those of their own race who ran
afoul of the law, Since then, the Federal fovernment has
instituted 2 plan by which it vpays for on the job trazining of
Indians and Eskimos in Federal Devartments, and the Solicitor

General's Department will be the first to take advantagce of

the offer,

Hall said the Indians will be hired and trained in two clagsses

with twenty from Manitoba and Saskatchewan being selected now

for-a start-of training at Kingston in mid February,

i

After seven weeks of schooling, they will be asciened s

trainees to Penitentiaries in their home vprovinces,

Another twenty selected from Alberta and Rritish Columbiz will
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attend the same school startin

as trasiness in their vprovinces.
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The Indizns will be treated exactly as any other members of

the Penitentiary Staff, not as members of a svecial ethnice

When vacancies occur in the permanent staff, they will fill

them if they have reached the required proficiency.
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There are almost no Indian prisoners in Penitentiaries east of
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Manitoba, and only one Eskimo in prison in RBriti

_‘

There has been no diseriminstion asainst hirings Indisns for
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ary work, another officizl enid. They have alwavys
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Penitent

been welcome to apply for jobs, but few do.

They egeem to hold themselves aloof from the law enforcement

side of societv.

A few Indians are on staff in Vanitoba and Saskatchewan, but

in orgder to recruit them in guantity, the Soliciteor feneral's
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ment and NorthernAffairs Devartment.
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January 20th, 1970 The Columbian

PAIR SCALE WALL AT PENITENTIARY

Two dangerous B.C. Penitentiary inmates are still at larges
today, following a dramatic over the wall escape Monday
night, January 19th, using 2 secretly made canvas rope to
climb the twenty-five foot wall by the prisons' north-west

Tower.

The escaved vprisoners are Raymond Josaph Palmer, 33, and
Furray Allan Royd, 31, Prison Cfficials balieve the pair
escaped between six and seven-thirty p.m. Poth men were

described as dangerous,

They were reported missing by guards conductine a regular
cseven-thirty p.m. head count after the evening recreation

period which follows suvper.

A thorough check of all areas in the Vaximum Security prison
turned up a3 canvas rope equivped with zn iron hook dangl ing

from the North-VWest Tower adjacent to Cumberland Strest.

ve yvears for theft, has 2 previous escane
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record., Palmer hss 2 long criminal record and was currently

serving 2 eix year sentence for vpossession of stolen bonds.

®

prison was twenty-nine year o0l4g

Last man to escave from th

ct

convicted murderer Rodger Fulton, who scrambled over two
fences from an exercise yard in March 1969, He was re-

captured two days later outside 3 Vancouver cun store.
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i Vancon Police April 21st,
Boyd was shot and killed by Vancouver Police Ap

1970.
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August 8th, 1970 The Columbian
B.C. PEN RERRLIION QURLLED WITH QA<
One shot was fired and tear cas was usgd early today to win
an eight hour protest by about two hundred and eighty convicte

in the B.C. Penitentiary exercise vard.

More than two hundred duty prison guards, R.C.M.P. Cfficers
and New Westminster Police were called in to help end the

disturbance.

Rocks and wood were thrown, and at times through the nisht,
convicts charged against the ten foot mesh fence surroundine

the vyard.

Warden Eric C. Atkins said the open air sit in was apparently

staged over three issues.

The prisoners were protestine the death Tuesday of inmate
Walten Brass, 26, who was pronounced dead in RPoyal Columbian
Hospital., A New Westminster Coroner's Jury ruled his death

wae due to a cerebral hemorrhage.

The convicts, a prison spokesman sa2id, claimed that Rrass

had been beaten by guards and his desth was murder,

Brass was transferred to the Penitentiasry six months ago from

Saskatchewan.

In addition, the inmates =3id they wanted am end to "<kin-

)]
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Frisks", a prison procedure in which inmates were stripped

during searches for contrabrand or drugs.

The convicts also demanded that prison authorities get in

touch immediately with the Federal Justice Committee which

has been probing conditions in Canadian Penitentiaries,
All three points were rejected by the B.C. Penitentiary staff.

Several fires were 1it by the convicte throughout the night
in the yard area and the New Westminster Fire Department

was called in.

Some injuries were reported during the clearing of the yard.

None were believed seriouc.

A Penitentiary spokesman said the decision was made to "wait
out” the prisoners, but at 3:20 a.m. when the inmates showed
no sien of returninge to their cells, tear gas cannisters were

lobbed into the yard.

About two thirds of the men returna=g voluntarily to their

cells while the remaining men, about one hundred strongs, were

lined up against the wall and escorted back.

The prison spokesman said all exercise periode have been

cancelled for today.

The demonstration which ended today was the second staged at

the prison this year.

In late Vay, members of the Allied Indians Metis Society



L L

759 B
demanded better treatment for inmates after a brief git-in was

staged in the exercise yard. There was no violence and the

men eventually returned to their cells,

In early June, the twelve member Parliamentary Justice
Committe described the pricon as "ancient, medieval, out-

moded and 111 equipped”.

On August 10th, the Columbian reports all is quiet on B.C.
Penitentiary front. British Columbia Penitentiary was
reported calm Sunday following an eight hour git down protest
that ended early Saturcay when some two hundred and eichty
priscners were chased from the exXercise yard with tear gas

and high pressure hoses.

Officiale a2t the Penitentiary c2id that there had beenno
trouble since the men returned to their cells about 4:30 a.m.

Saturday.

Warden Tric Atkins, cdeccribed the mood of the men as "Cbscene,

violent, dangerous, unreasonable and very ugly".

__Some one hundred and twenty men in the Field Squadron At . ...

Chilliwack, were put on standby but were not needed.

A few oprisoners returned to their cells when police reinforce-
ments appeared on the outside of the chain link fence, topped

with barbed-wire surrounding the yard.

About two hundred and fifty prisoners stood their ground, they

threw rocks, baseball bafts, and horseshoes 2t the police
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lines hitting some officers and smashing some police car

windshields.

On August 11th, the Columbian reports: New Westminster M.P.
Doug Hogarth lMonday issued a statement regarding the recent

protest at the B.C. Penitentiary.

"I am disturbed about what happened st the Penitentiary
Friday night. It is obvious that the Penitentiary cannot
continue to exist as a2 maximum security Institution without

a repetition of similar incidents taking place".

No blame can be attached to the Penitentiary staff. Nonethe-
less, 1t appears that within the Penitentiary, trivial griev-

ances are building up into major complaints.

On August 17th, 1970, the Columbian reports a singing, chanting,
jeering mob of over one hundred yipvie revolutionaries marched
on the B.C. Penitentiary in New Westminster Sunday and left
gifts for the Inmates outside a vprison cate.

The Yippies came to chow support for the prisoners who stased

an all night =it-in protestine the death of an inmate.

Sunday's march was a2 non-violent demonstration starting at
Queens Park, they marched in an orderly fashion down Sixth
street and turned right on Cumberland Street until they

reached a gate along the outer wire fence of the Penitentiary.

~

Here they placed two boxes of articles donated by the Yippies
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for the prisoners, we hope the prison officials will give

these articles to the men, said the spokesman.

In the boxes were assorted candies, cigarettes, magazines
including one sguerilla warfare tactics from Brazil, s

transistor radio, apples and carrots.

A group of the demonstrators crossed Cumberland Strest and
made for the wire fence where they were warned back by a
Yippie with a bullhorn. The demonstration broke uop and the
Yippies made their way back to Queens Park leaving their

offerings at the gate.
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Cctober 1lst, 1970 The Columbian

LAST DOUK TERRORIST FREED FROM AGASSIZ
Bill Babakaeff will be a free man today, marking a milestone
in the history of British Columbia and of Agassiz Mountain

Prison.

RBabakaeff, 56, is the last of the Sons of Freedom Doukhobors
to be freed from sentences for terrorist crimes in the

Kootenay region in the early 1960's.

A former Doukhobor prison has been converted to quarters for
elderly and disables prisoners from other prisons in the

Penitentiary System.
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December 9th, 1970 The Columbian

CONVICT TRIO TO FACE THRER CHARGES
Three B.C. Penitentiary inmates have now been charged in
connection with an incident last Sunday in which a guard was

allegedly held at knife point. (This would be on December 6th.)

Tupholme, 22, White, 24, both of Vancouver ang Dwyer, 25, of

Ottawa were charged in Montresl.

The trio will be brought back to New Westminster to appear
in court. All three are charged with forceably confinine
the unidentified guard, with possescion of an offencive

weapong and with common assault,

The incident involving the guard apparently occured when the
inmates decided to force prison authorities to speed up a

transfer to St. Vincent de Paul Penitentiary.

The guard was held at knife point for two and one-half hours,
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Friday, December 17th, 1970 The Columbian

THOMAS HEADS PEN GROUP
A former B.C. Penitentiary Instructor, Larry Thomas, was
elected President of the newly formed Retired Federal Prison

Officers Assoclation at an inaugural meeting.

Association member Bill Reed said the main objects of the
organization will be to keep in contact with all retired

Penitentiary Officers and to give advice and assistance.

Cther officers appointed were Harry Collins, Vice-President

and Jabe Auton, Secretary Treasurer.

Reed sald the next meeting will be held in February, 1971,
when the matter of by-laws, dues and incorvoration will be

decided.,

All retired officers wishing to attend should contact Jabe

Auton, the Secretary Treasurer.
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Wednesday, August 18th, 1971 The Columbian

FIRE PREVENTION PROGRAM WINS AWARD FOR R.C. PENITENTIARY

New Westminster's niney-three year old B.C. Penitentiary

has been given the top award for its Fire Prevention Program.
The Penitentiary was awarded the Howard Oreen Trophy for the
best annual fire prevention program in multi-building
complexes of Federal Government Civil Departments and

Agencies,

The B.C. Penitentiary also placed third in an International

Competition held by the National Fire Protection Association.

Every staff member in the prison has been trained to operate
fire extinquishers and other avparatus as well as rescue

procedures for emergencies.

Special Safety Campaigns are also carried out at various times

of the year.

Warden F.C. Atking caid fine co-ocperation by the New Westminster

Fire Department had helved maintain the high level of fire . .

protection.

The Penitentiary is almost as big as 2 small town, with a
povulation of between seven hundred and eisht hundred,

including officers and inmates.
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Ffiday, January 2lst, 1972 The Columbian

B.C. PENITENTIARY GUARDS TOLD "SEW UP OR SHIP QUT"
At the last count, about twenty-five per cent of R.C.
Penitentiary Correctional Officers are still defying an edict

from on high to replace existineg shoulcder flashes with bi-

linqual ones.

But the numbers are dwindling and by weekend, it seems only

a few die-hards will still be resistine. The crunch came
Wednesday when a senior keeper was instructed to take the names
of all those who are s£till holding out. At the same time,

the guilty ones were told "Sew up or ship out" or words to

that effect.

I question the Federal Government's steam roller approach to
the switch, sgince the correctional stzsff was simply presented

with the flashes and ordered to change forthwith.

No explanations were given, and in anv case, the existine

English language flashes are barely two years old.

Still, one can't help feeling this particular dispute is much

ado about nothing. The French and “nglish titles, sayine,
Solicitor 7Zeneral, and Soliciteur General, are so much alike,

I wonder why the change was necessarv in the first place,

The Nation-wide Cuards beef centres around the fact that the

French line is given top billing over the English, and thig,
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say the Guards, is the thin end of the wedee. Solicitor
General Jean-Pierre Goyer is out to French-(anadianize the

Service, and they want no part of it.

Although the Penitentiary Service is para-military in concept,
the fact remains the guards sre civilians, and as such, one
would have thought somebody on Parliament Hill might have
taken the time and the trouble to explain what the change was

all about.
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Friday, January 25th, 1972 The Columbian

SCAPEE FROM B.C. PENITENTIARY CHARGED IN AUSTRALIA

e}

Raymond Joseph Palmer, one of Canada's most wanted criminals,
was charged in Sydney, Australisa, Thursday with illegal
poscession of fire-arms, and was remsnded in custody until

VMarch 3rd.

Palmer escaped from the B.C. Penitentiary in January, 1970,

while servine a six year sentence for vossession of stolen

bonds.

Australian Police say Palmer and his brother, both of whom were
arrested in a police raid early Thursday, are being questioned
by Australian narcotics agents. Honolulu police have been
asked to be on the lookout for a third man who left Sydney by

air for Hawszii earlier this week.

The bearded Palmer, 35, surrendered without a strucele but
armed police burst into a2 home in = fvdney suburb. The brother,

who was not named was arrested in a nearby house.

Two loaded .38 calibre revolvers, a2 quantity of ammunition
and several hundred dollars in Australian currency were found
in the house where Palmer was livine with Canadian born Joyce

Kruissen and her two children.

State Police began questioning Palmer about -a series of armed
holdups in Sydney area, znd narcotics agents were called in

later.
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Palmer has been on the R.C.M.P. list of most wanted criminals
since his 1970 escape with Murray Boyd. RBoyd was shot by

Vancouver Police April 21st, 1970, while resisting arrest.

After his death police linked Boyd through weavons of close
associates with four murders committed during his one hundred
and two days of freedom. All four killings were said to be
connected with the struggle between two crime syndicates for

control of the hard drug trade in Vancouver.



From Penitentiary Service Headquarters
March 2nd.1972

Employment of Ex-inmates and Parolees

1, We believe the Canadian Penitentiary Service should have a
clear policy with regard to the employment of ex-inmates and parolees.
If we are to ask employers to hire ex-inmates,we especially must be
ready to do so;This progressive step has already been taken in other
jurisdictions and has been proposed by many authorities in the field

of corrections.Apart from the rehabilitation aspect,the point is made
that many ex-inmates are the very individuals who have had valuable
experience as recipients of the correctional program and are well suited
to communicate with inmates.

2. The Service's traditional position that ex-inmates could not

be employed and,indeed,that any member of the staff who ran afoul of

the law for whatever reason was required to terminate his employment,is
going to be extremely difficult to maintain .The Department is sponsoring
after-care agencies which are seeking to rehabilitate ex-inmates and assist
them in finding gainful employment.Parole Officers are engaged in the

same activities.Our own programs aim at the rehabilitation of inmates

and their eventual return to gainful employment in normal society.In

the light of these common objectives,it is rather incongruous that we do
not employ ex-inmats;it places the Service and its Officers in a position
whereby they are urging outside employers to do what they themselves will
not do.

3. The Penitentiary Act provides that "every officer of the Service"
is a peace officér.It has been suggested that a person who has been an
inmate of a penitentisry is prevented from becoming a3 peace officer.Our
lezal advisor states there is no provision of the law that would preclude
an ex-inmate from becoming a full-time employee of the Service and thus

automatically becoming a peace officer.

L, The Public Service Commission,as the employing agency of the
Federal Government,encourages Government Departments to assist in the
rehabilitation of ex-inmates,having due regard to the nature of the
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offence committed and the type of work proposed.Here again,the Canadian
Penitentiary Service is the exception as we do not accent ex-inmates

on our staff,

5. The management policy committee came to the decision that there
was no objection to the hiring ' of ex-inmates provided they possess the
necessary qualifications and the right attitudes.
However,before implementing this change in policy,we want to be sure
that all aspects of the question have been considered.Accordingly,
we are asking you to discuss this matter with-

(a) your officers

(b) staff

(¢) labour-management committee,and

(d) the inmate committee
to ensure that every shade of opinion has been considered.Unless you
completely reject the proposition,we would like to recommend-

(i) the type of inmate you consider should be employed;

(ii) the type of work in which inmates should preferably
be employed
(iii) any area where they should not be hired.

Please give reasons for your recommendations,

6. It is recognized that if this policy is to be successful and
bring worthwhile results,we must proceed with care to ensure that the
initial appointments are carefully selected and are placed in situations
where there is high likelihood of success,otherwise a few failures at
the beginning could destroy the program,For these reasons,we solicit

your frank and constructive comments,

Commissioner of Penitentiaries.
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Monday, May 8th, 1972 The Columbizan

PENSIONS SAY NO TC GOYRER'S PLAN

Not a single citizen has volunteered to room and board paroled
prisoners under the recently announced Federal Government
Program, Solicitor Genéral Jean-Plerre Goyer, said over the

week-end.

If vast number of senior citizens reject our program enlisting
their help in rehabilitating the convicts, then we will look

to other citizens, Mr. Goyer said in an interview.

There are 1.7 million senior citizens in Canada today and of
thece at least one million need supplementary income. If
only a few came forward to take part in our scheme and give
it 8 chance, then I am sure it would be off on a successful

start, he said.

Vr. Goyer recently announced in Ottawa the plan for placing
paroled prisoners in the homes of senior citiznes, as a step
towards rehabilitation. He said the program is entirely

voluntary.

Mr. Goyer wass in Victoria Friday to announce plans for a
$278,000.00 construction project at the William Head Minimum

Security Institution.

Five prisoners, who are within a year of being relessed, will
be employed in the project and will be paid the Federal
Minimum Wage of $1.75 an hour for a forty hour week with time

and a half for overtime. They will be required to pay income
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tax, Canada Pension and unemployment insurance deductions.

The inmates will also pay $25.00 a month for room, $50.00 a

month for board, and $2.00 a week for clothing.

Mr. Goyer said similar projects would be carried out at prisons

throughout Canada if the construction project proved to be

successful.
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Tuesday, July 18th, 1972 The Columbian
PRiSON—VAN ESCAPE BID FOILED
An escape attempt by two men being escorted to Vancouver to
face Bank Robbery charges was foiled Monday following a fight
between the vair and B.C. Penitentiary gcuards in a prison

Van speeding through Rurnaby.

The men, Conrad Gratton and James Cyril Ashton, both believed
to be from Fastern Canada, were beine taken to Provincial
Court to face charges in connection with the armed robbery of

a Toronto Dominion Bank Rranch in Vancouver.

The men, sald by prison officials to have been wearing
restraint equipment, are alleged to have attacked the guards
and tried to commandeer the van. The driver put out a distress
call to Burnaby R.C.M.P., and police cars converged on the van.
By the time police arrived on the scene the guards had

regained control, cruisers escorted the van back to the prison.

Cn the 20th July, the two inmates were charged with attempting
to escape from Penitentiary guards who were escorting them to
Vancouver for a court appearance. They are also charged with
assaulting a Peace Officer, Ashton and Gratton recently

escaped from Cowansville prison in Quebec.
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Thursday, August 10th, 1972 The Columbian

B.C. PENITENTIARY .INMATE ESCAPES ON WAY T0 SEE DOCTOR
A 27 year old inmate serving a nine year sentence for
armed robbery escaped from the B.C. Penitentiary late

Wednesday morning.

Ted McConnell managed to slip away from a prison escort on
Blue Mountain Road in Coquitlam about 11:00 a.m. while on

his way to a medical appointment and tests.

Penitentiary official Allan Scowcroft explained as far as he
can tell McConnell Jjust bolted and ran, but specific details
are not yet available, He said an investisation ie being

conducted.

Coguitlam R.C.M.P. report that he was last seen entering a

red Datsun with chrome mag wheels near the area of his escape.
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Monday, August 2lst, 1972 The Columbian

B.C. PENITENTIARY INMATES HOLDING WCOMAN
Two inmates today held a woman staff member hostage inside the
B.C. Penitentiary. A woman was seized shortly after 10:00

a.m. 1n the inmate administrative building.

The two refused to specify what their demands were, but
ordered that all negotiations must be between themselves and a
R.C.M.P. reprecentative. Pricon officials said they had no

ides what the men wanted.

Cfficers from Vancouver P.C.M.P., detachment were sent into the
prison to speak with the inmates. DNames of the prisoners and

their hostage were not released.

Cn Tuesday, August 22nd, the Columbian reports a national

i

parole board officer flew from Cttawa today for a conference
with two inmates who surrendered Monday night after holding a
woman hostage for nearly eleven hours, much of the time at

knife point.

Kyle Stevenson was meeting this afternoon with the prisoners.
The meeting was the price Penitentiary Cfficials paid for the

safe release of Penitentiary Classification Officer Jean Younc.

The two prisoners, ¥Fen Unwins, 26, and Paul Petit, 28, had
begun their holdout drama& by demandine full pardons, erasure

of their records and immediate release from the Penitentiary.
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They had also at one point threatened suicide if these
démands were not met. They had overpowered two prison
workers about 9:00 a.m. in the prison classification building
at the Penitentiary. Acting Deputy Director Hugh Grest was
released shortly after he was seized, bhut Mre. Young was
held throughout the long tense day. UNr. Grest was freed when
Penitentiary officials asgreed to allow an inmate committee

representative to sit in on negotiations.

lMre. Youne was detained in a classification record vault from

9:00 a.m. until 7:41 p.m., when the inmates surrendered to

police and Penitentiary employees.

On her release, lMrs. Young's first words were, "I pity the

poor boys, they were more scared than T was".
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Monday, August 28th, 1972 The Columbian
B.C. PENITENTIARY INMATES GRADUATE
Graduation ceremonies with a difference took place Sunday
within the barred closely guarded doors of the B.C.
Penitentiary. The forty graduates have taken the first
opportunity ever available in a Canadian Maximum Security

Institution to receive a year of University education.

In the eyes of the educators it was an experiment and Sundays

ceremonies were the celebration of its effectiveness.

The next problem for the educators and the inmates who took

ig to convince the politicians to continue the program.

e
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The Donnor foundation vprovided $35,000.00 and the Federal
Government matched it. One of the largest grants the
foundation had ever provided, 1t paid for an initial outlay

which will not be necessary to continue the program.

To educate forty-five inmates only $35,000,.00 will now be
needed, he said, and he hopes this will be provided by the

Federal Government.

The Valedictorian for the inmate graduation during the

ceremony, Jean Lachapelle, was chosen by his fellow prisoners.,
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Friday, November 3rd, 1972 The Columbian

PEN MEN PROTEST CITY TRAFFIC SIGN
Security Cfficers at the PB.C. Penitentiary plan to challenge
the conviction of one of their members of makine an illegsl

left turn onto Fast Columbia Street,

The charge was upheld by Judge R.R, Holmes, Tuesdav, when
Roy Tapp-Cowan, & Penitentiary security officer, appesred in
New Westminster Provincial Court after beineg served with a

traffic violation ticket by a New Westminster Police Officer.

Defence Council Edward Chaisson claimed that the sign
prohibiting a left turn out of the Penitentisry driveway was

not properly installed and discriminated the Penitentiary staff,

He vpointed out that it forced staff members to drive around

the Penitentisry perimeter to get home, a drive of some twenty
minutes. After the hearing the President of the R.C. Peniten-
tiary local of the Public Service Alliance of Canada, =aid the

conviction would be avpealed.

He =aid also that a presentation would be made on behalf of
Penitentiary staff to New Westminster Council askins for the
removal of one of the signe and the installation of a traffic

light at the intersection.

On Friday, April 6th, 1973, the Columbian reports, workers at

the B.C. Penitentiary have won a decision in supvort of the
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left hand turn

Westminster Appesal Court ruled Thursday that the City Council
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did not have the power to pass a bylaw establishing "no left

turn” signs on Federal proverty at the B.C. Penitentiary.

Mr. Justice Reetans decision came down after the court heard
the apveal of Roy Taop-Cowan, a Penitentiary guard who was
ticketed for making a2 left hand turn out of the Penitentiary

grounds.

The sign was erected by the city about two years ago and
prohibited left turns from Penitentiary oroperty on to

Columbila Street.

The city engineer said the signe were placed on the Penitentiary
property after discussion with prison officials and done as a
safety measure. Ur. Justice Reetans ordered the city to pay

$100.00 costs.
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lionday, November 17th, 1972 The Columbian

B.C. PENITENTIARY WORKERS PROTEST TC GOYER
Dissatisfaction among staff members at other Federzl prisons
igs reflected in action taken by the Public Service Allisnce

of Canada members at the R.C. Penitentiary.

Tetters exvressing disgatisfaction with procedures at the
Penitentiary have gone to the Solicitor General Jean-Pierre
Goyer and Commissioner of prisons P.F, Faguy, following 2 meetins

of the employees last week.

Jack Vegt, secretary treasurer of the New Westminster Local
20016 of the P.S.A.C. s2id today members are "extremely

ssatisfied about some administerative procedures, one

e

d

being overtime pay".

Mr. Vegt said guards could mount a mass book-off if the
situation doesn't imorove, and warned "if things aren't
straightened out we could have another Millhaven or Collins

Bay here" (a reference to unrest at two Ontario Institutions

recently).

Staff has been consictently made to work overtime, he said,

because of a manpower shortage which never seems to end.

Overtime pay (which comes from Ottawa) is sometimes twenty-
one and one-half weeks late. Grievances are not getting

satisfactory hearings, at least half a dozen have been
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sitting at "the fourth level" (the desk of Mr. Faguy)

for up to seven months without action.

The locals spokesman also charges inconsistencies in

sentences handed out to inmates by the disciplinary board.
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UNIVERSITY COURSES FCR B.C. PENITENTIARY INMATES
The Federal Zovernment has awarded the University of Victoria
3 contract to provide University level credit courses to

inmates of the B.C. Penitentiarv.

The University had conducted courses on an experimental basis
during the past year for forty-three inmates completing one

or more courses at the first yesr University level.
y

Under the Federal contract between forty and fifty inmates
will receive first year University level courses plus

remedial education.

University courses are provided at come other pvenal Institutions
in Canada and the United States but usually only on a course-
by-course basis. We are aiming at total commitment and this
explains, 2t least in pasrt the regueste from vrisonsrs for

more study time, study areas and evening secscions.

Dr. Ayers sa2id another mzjor purvose of the prosgram not
provided by single courses 1s to have each man develop a

more mature set of standards once hs is released.
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Thursday, December 2lst, 1972 The Columbian
WEAPONS FOUND IN B.C. PENITENTIARY
B.C. Penitentiary Warden F.R., Graves confirmed today a
routine contraband search of the prison a few days ago

uncovered a quantity of hidden weapons.

The iteme found, a knife and mechanisms decsigned for assembly
into a handgun, indicate somebody was planning an escape

Mr. Graves said. As a result, five inmates have been
segregated from the rest of the inmates and will be held in

segregation until an inguiry has been completed.

Mr. Craveg gaid he could not reveal where the arms were
found but commented that the inguiry into the discovery, now

going on, would hopefully be concluded Friday.



775
Saturday, December 23rd, 1972 The Columbian
TURKEY DINNER SET FCR PEZN INMATES
Inmates of the RB.C. Penitentiary will get some extra
amenitiee this weekend, and a special Christmas menu for the

three meals on Christmas day.

The inmates were treated to a special Christmas concert

last Sunday and inmate parcele were distributed Friday,
Salvation Army sunshine bags will be handed out at lunch hour
on Christmas day and the Institution will also give out gift

bags of choceclate bars, gum, and toffee.

Christmas day breakfast will be chilled sugared grapefruit,
cornflakes, bacon and eggs, toagt and fruit bread, coffee

or milk,

Tunch will consist of chilled apvle juice, sliced ham, potato
salad, pickles, salad, ccokies, Christmas cake, javsnese
oranges, an apple, 2 bag of chocolate hars, bread sand butter

and coffee.

Dinner will be turkey nocodle soup, rcast turkey with dressing

mn

and gravy, creamed cauliflower, corn niblets, sesame rolle,

celery sticks, cheese fingers, Christmas puddine with rum

flavoured sauce, bread and butter, coffee.

Christmas services will be held on Sunday, December 2Lth,
with the cholr of the Christian Peformed Church singine in

the Protestant Chapel, and FTather IV.J. Parrv officiating
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in-the Roman Catholic Chspel.

On Christmas day, there will be 3 service of Holy Communion

for those who wish to attend in the Protestant Chapel.

To celebrate New Years, hot dogs and coffee will be served

on New Years Eve and incdoor and outdoor recreational events.
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Wednesday, February 2lst, 1973 The Columbian

COUNTERFEITS MADE IN PRISCN FCORMER R.C.P, INMATE SAYS

LR A ]

An Edmonton policeman says a former inmate of the B.C

Penitentisry made and passed counterfeit fifty and one

hundred dollar bills while he was serving s term 1n the

prison.

The bills were cood enough to make it all the way to Ottawa

before being detected by Bank of Canada employees.

The convicted forger is slleged to have told the detectives
he made the bills, and passed them while an inmate of the

Royal City Prison.

The detective said he understood the chemicals used were

obtained from the Penitentiary hobby shoo on the pretext

they were needed for a hobby the inmate claimed to be working

on.

Penitentiary Warden Richard Oraves said he had never heard of

counterfeit billes mede in the prison.

"But if it were even rumcured T am sure we'd have heard about

it by now. There is nothing tc lead us to believe the hills

were actually manufactured in the Penitentiary", he said.

The Warden said orison officiels are checking to see what

chemicals are being issued to inmates from the hobby shop.
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The guestion of whether the inmate ever had weekend passes is
no'longer part of the B.C. Penitentiary records, Mr. Mraves
said. The inmste's files have been transferred to Prince
Albert Penitentiary where he is servine time for the Edmonton

forgeries.,
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Friday, WMay 4th, 1973 The Columbian

RUGS RESEARCHER CN POT CHARGE

B.C., PENITENTIA

-

Y

J

A Federally employed Penitentiary Service Research officer
who recently completed a study of drug-use amoneg prison
inmates has been charged with growing marijuana at his

Surrey home.

Charged are Brian Vurphy, 42, a2 member of the Penitentiary

Service Regional Staff, and his wife Jeannette, 34, a
temporary employee of the Penitentiary Service who is assisting
her husband on an inmate profile study to determine the tyve

of future Penitentiaries required in R.C.

Mr. Murvhy and his wife are scheduled in Provincial Court in
Cloverdale Vav 22nd, to snswer police accusations that they
cultivated one hundred and seven marijuana plants at their
home. After an initial appearance in Court March 29th,

Mr. and Mrs. Murphy were released on their own recognizance.

A statement issued Thursday by Al Hadvick, President of the
BE.C. Penitentiary lLocal of the Public Allisnce of Canada,
blasted Penitentiary authorities for refusing to recstrict

contact between the accused couple and Penitentiary inmates.

The prison management, at local and national level, have
refuced to ascree to 2 Inion demand that contact should be

restricted, Mr. Hadvick caid.
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Morale at the prison has suffered because of the management's
lack of action, the union is not demanding that these people
should be dismissed or suspended only that contact with inmates
should be restricted until they have answered the charege against

them 1in court.

The accused couple have not been suspended, suspensions occur
only when they are deemed necessary to vresent Jeopardy to
the Penitentiary Service or when the nature of the incident

is such that it affects matters within that service.

Cn May 23rd the two charged were remanded to August 2lct,
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Saturday, lay 12th, 1973 The Columbian
B.C. PENITENTIARY CONDITICNS SHOCK IM.E.
Burnaby-Richmond-Delta M.P. John Reynolds emerged from s
tour of the R.C. Penitentiary Thursday and s2id he wae

"shocked' by the conditions inside +the vrison.

The Covernment is always telline us how much they spend on

rehabilitation for prisoners when thev lesve prison and vet

there ig none when they ares incide.

The Pen is just 2 big machine shop turnines out welders, with

a few guys sticking patches on mail bagzs but that is all he

If the Government is so sincere on rehabilitatine prisoners

"where the hell is the rehabilitation in the =.C. Penitentiary"

]

he asked. He =aid the Government should order an inquiry
into prisons acrose Canads but with i+ being conducted by =a

Farlismentary Committee not » Royval Commission.

While inside the Penitentiary, the M.P. met with prisoners ang
he ca2id he had come gooﬁ ideas about the weekend pace system.
For one thing the prisoners should be involved in grantine week-
end passes. They know better than the vrison authorities

which of the suyes released are coine to stay clean while thevy

are out,
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The cons can fool the authorities but they can't fool the other

cons. They know which one is goine out to rob & bank over the

weekend.

Cn Monday May Uth, an editorial in the Columbian as follows:
Burnaby-Richmond-Delta IM,P., John Peynolds took his first tour
of the P.C. Pen on Thursday and predictably, came out an

instant exvert.

The Pen ie nothing but a big machine shov turning out welders,
what is needed, according to Mr. Reynolds, is a Farliamentary

Committee to examine prison conditions, and that Solicitor

[ep]

eneral Warren Allmand vieit the place he s=2id.

or those who have forgotten and we doubt that Vr. Reynolds is

sl

among them, endless Parliamentary Committees have investisated
conditions at the Pen, the most recent one only a year or two
820. Then New VWestminster M.P. Doug Hogarth was 2 member of

that committee.

Further, one of the firet thinee Warren Allmand 4id aftar
being appointed “olicitor Ceneral was to tour the vrisone,

B.C. Penitentiary was among them.

No ereat fliopping priority ie soing to be vput on prison refornm
and rehabilitative programs, because the public isn't ready
for it. TIook what hasppened to Nr. Trudeau when his governmant
tried to make some basic reforms in varole and rehsbilitative

vrocedures.
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While the programs made some <illy errors and there were
regrettable sscurity lapses, 1n principle the liberal reforms
were sound and went a long way toward overcoming the very
things Mr. Reynolds, and everv other politicisn on the

publicity trail professed to be 'shocked' by,
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Tuecday, May 22nd, 19773 The Columbian
CELL DUMMY FOCLS GUARDE
A widespread manhunt is continuing for a convicted bank
robber who escaped from the R.C, Penitentiary Saturday after

11.

@]
D

leaving 2 1life like dummy in his

The gearch for John Emmitte McCan, 25, continued as it was
reported that two guards sssiegned to check hig cell had no

job training and less than three months experience.

The dummy, complete with hair from the prison shopo, shoes sewn
on stuffed trousers and a set of ear phones on a vapier-

machee head, focled the guards making a2 head count.

The escapee scaled 3 barbed wire fence and eluded New Westminster
police called to the area after residents renorted seelinc a

man with bloodied hand running through Fraserview cemeterv.

On VMay 23rd, 1973, the Columbian revorts a2 union spokesman
worried about the possiblity orisonere taking hostages, says
more armed guards should be posted on the prison perimeter and
those in the Auditorium and the EBxercise yard should be

removed.

The Union, representing two hundred and eighty men in the
Penitentiary, alco feeleg that two guards should accompany

any orisoner temporarily outside the prison.

~

Among other recommendations made by the guards are;
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Full mechanical restraint equipment in addition to two
officers should be used on vrisoners in court or receiving

outside medical attention.

Correctional COfficers should receive more support from prison

management in disciplinary matters involvine inmates.

Temporary absences from Maximum Secutiry Institutions should
be discontinued, except for grave family illness, and then
only with security escort. This practice provides & means to
smuggle in weapons, drugs and money, with inmates often being

threatened by other inmates to transport contraband.

Towers_should be manned on a twenty-four hour basis.

A good incentive work proeram for inmatec should he

instituted,

Vethods of training and deplovine new correctional staff

should be chanced.

The practice of excluding senior staff for promotions has 1ed

to dissatisfaction and resentment among the staff,
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Monday, May 28th, 1973 The Columbian

THIRTY-FOUR GRADUATES AT THE PENITENTIARY,

Some thirty-four classmates, received University Certificates

Sunday in a special University of Vietoris ceremonies in New

Westminster.

The men completed an eight month course of University study
with courses in English, History, Sociology and Psychology.
For the men the highlight of the day was the chance to meet
family and friends inside the prison audiborium, the inmste
who gave the valedictory, told +the audience "the people that
vou will meet and talk with here range from men doing three
years, ten years or fifteen years, and to your surprise you

will find men doing life".

Commenting on the risks of dealing with maximum security

e
n

r

o]

ting University teachers, with frequent visite by other

e

vis

instructors and professors.

There were no locks, no uniforms, no rattling of keys ang

ay

no charges he s2id.

=h

It was the

by Federal Correctional Service and the University.,

Last year an experimental program was started with 3 Conner

Foundation Grant and inmates who were near release took part.

oners, he said the men spend eight months under the three

irst eraduation under 2 continuing program fundeg
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This year's program was in contrast, with many students in
prison serving 1life terms. A prison spokesman said that if the
orogram expands as it is hoped some long fterm inmates could

receive University degrees in future years.

Funds have been provided for next years course at the R.C.

Penitentiary.

O\

N
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Friday, June lst, 1973 The Columbian
EXPERIENCED PENITENTIARY OFFICERS
Efforts are being made to meet demands for adequately trained
and experienced security officers at the B.C. Penitentiary,

Warden Richard Graves sald today.

He warned that it was a slow process and an improvement in

the prison staff situation wouldn't havpen overnight.

VMr., Graves was commenting on a recent complaint of the B,C.
Penitentiary Iocal of the P.S.A.C. THAT NMCORE TRAINED STAFFE
WAS NEEDED to ease the workload of the existing prison security

staff and to improve morale.

The Warden said that s shortasge of trained staff at the prison
was the result of 3 number of factors. The opening of Matsguil
a year ago, promotions to the regional service, and the normal
turnover of Penitentiary staff had drained existing prison

staffs, creating the need for replacementes.

Mr. CGraves caid that of the two hundred and eighty peovle

employed at the prison, approximately one hundred and twenty-

eight are employed as security officer

0]

Of these, T would estimate that about one-third of the officers
have been at the Penitentiary for less than a year, we are
overatine at less than full strength at the moment which

necessitates the men working overtime on all three shi

this is aleso adding to our morale problem.

Finding enough men of the right qualifications and calibre
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for the service is of necessity a long and slow process, the

Warden caid.
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Friday, June lst, 1973 The Columbian
EXPERIENCED PENITENTIARY OFFICERS
Efforts are being made to meet demands for adequately trained
and experienced security officers at the B.C. Penitentiary,

Warden Richard Graves said today.

He warned that 1t was a slow process and an improvement in

the prison staff situation wouldn't happen overnight.

Mr. Graves was commenting on a recent complaint of the BR,C.
Penitentiary ITocal of the P.S.A.C., THAT VQORE TRATINED STAFE
WAS NEEDED to ease the workload of the existing prison security

staff and to improve morale.

The Warden sa2id that a shortage of trained staff at the prison
was the result of a2 number of factors. The opening of Matsqui
a year ago, promotions to the regional service, and the normal
turnover of Penitentiary staff had drained existing prison

staffe, creating the need for replacements.

Mr. Graves said that of the two hundred and eighty people
employed at the prison, approximately one hundred and twenty-

eight are employed as security officers.

Cf these, T would estimate that about one-third of the officers
have been at the Penitentiary for less than a year, we are
operatine at less than full strength at the moment which

necessitate

)]

the men working overtime on all three shiftse,

this is also adding to our morale problem.

Finding enough men of the right qualifications and calibre
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Monday, June 18th, 1973 The Columbian
INMATE BEATEN TO DEATH AT PEN MCVIE SHCOW
An Inmate of the B.C. Penitentiary has been charged with

murder in connection of the beating death Sunday of another

prisoner.

Charged is Jacques Rellemare, 30, said to be from Eastern
Canada and sent to the R.C. Penitentiary after sentencing in

Prince George in February, 1972.

filbert Piche, 42, died in Roval Columbian Hospital Sundav,
four hours after he allegedly was hit on the head with an iron
pipe while inmates were watching a movie in the vprison
suditorium. Warden Richard Graves gaid the incident occurred

just after the movie began at 2:00 p.m.

At the time the slayineg was revealed Penitentisry official
ying y

)]

revort another inmate had been seriously injured in an esarlier

assault incident.

Carl Robishaud is in satisfactory condition in the Royal
Columbian Hospital after he was stabbed by another inmate.
Warden Craves said the two inqidents are not related, the man
himself claims he doesn't know the assailant or the reason
for the attack. This may or may not be true. PRoth
investigations are said to have been hampered by what Warden
fraves termed 'the code' or vrison inmates. _ Ve do not always

have the co-operation of other inmates in these circumstances,

he said.
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Gilbert Piche was in jail, not for a violent crime but for
overstaying a pass from the West Zeorgis Centre, a halfway
house in Vancouver. He overstayed a vass while on a pre-
release program in Vancouver and was returned to the Pen-
itentiary for an additional sentence. Jacque Bellemare was

eventually sentenced to twenty years for the murder of Piche.
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Friday, June 22nd, 1973 The Columbian
PEN GUARD CHARGED
A B.C. Penitentiary Guard was arrested by Vancouver City Police

this morning outside the prison cates on charges of theft and

[

possession of dangerous weapons.

Gunther W. Schlieper, 24, or Parkdale Drive, Rurnaby, was
reporting to the prison for his nisht shift when he was taken

into custody at 12:30 a.m.

He apveared in Vancouver Provincial Court today charged in
connection with a June 8th theft of $100.00 from a Vancouver

woman.

He was alsc charged with possession of 2 hand gun and a2 bottle

of acid.

Kr. Schlieper has been a guard at the prison since April,
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Saturday, June 23rd, 1973 The Columbian
PENITENTIARY DEPRESSING STANFIRLD

Opposition Leader Stanfield took his first ever look at life

behind the bars of a meximum security prison.

ry is obviously an o0ld institution snd this is

[
0

The Penitent
presenting the staff with problems, Vr. Stanfield said. Also

there is an obvious shortage of qualified and experienced staff.

Interviewed outside the main entrance to the prison Vr.
Stanfield said the visit had not affected his abolitionict
views on the death penalty cuestion and although he felt the
Penitentiary fulfilled an effective roll he was not zble +to

make any comparisons with other maximum security institutions

elsewhere in Canada.

his is the first time I have been inside 2 maximum securith
y

prison, it was informative, interesting and T now plan *to

visit other institutions in other parts of the country.

I am not a penology expert which is why T plan to take further
looks at other institutions in other areszs of Canada. T will
be in a better position to make sugsestions for improvements

when I know a2 little more about the problems involved.
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Thursday, July 19th, 1973 The Columbian
PAIR FLEE PENITENTIARY
Two inmates escaped from the RB.C. Penitentiary sometime over-
night by cutting holes in the two fourteen foot high chain

link fences surrounding the prison's recreation yvard.

Prison officials say the two men apparently were aided by
another inmate who locked the two in an equipment shed some-
time during the evening recreation period Wednesday. The yard
was cleared at €:15 p.m. and when darknese fell, the two

then smashed oben the door of the shed and armed with what
prison officials assumed was come sort of cuttine tool, cut

through the two fences and escaved.

The escape was discovered at sbout 2:30 a.m., when a guard
checked the inmates" cell and found dummys stuffed under the

bedclothes on their cots.

On July 20th five guards were suspended pending the outcome of

an inquiry into the escape of the two prisoners Wednesday night.

E.C. Penitentiary Warden Richard Graves saigd today he hoped
the guards will be back on the job tonicht but he will not
know the degree of nesgligence involved until the inquiry is

complete,

Indications of some negligence shaved up during this inguiry
by a senlor staff member of the Penitentiary into the

prisoners' escave. This led to the suspensions.
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The staff disciplinary board would convene *o investigate the
guards® negligence and decide what action is to be taken if

today's inquiry proves they have been negligent.

On July 30th, 1973, the Columbian reports; Burnaby R.C.M.P.
today reported that one of the two men who escaped from the

E.C. Penitentiary on July 18th has been arrested in Regina.
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Thursday, September 30th, 1973 The Columbian
KILLER, RAPIST, STILI AT IARGE
A full police alert is out for two prisoners who eccaped from
the B,C. Penitentiary Wednesday, a2 citizen reported that the

two men were picked up on Cumberland Street by a woman driving

a blue station wagon.

Penitentiary officials said they are baffled as to how the two

prisoners managed to climb the twenty-five foot wall.

Un the 2lst September the Columbian reports the two inmates
of the E.C. Penitentiary, sought by police after they were
reported to have escaped over a wall on Wednesday were found

inside the prison late Thursday night,

Farlier the twec men, both considered dangerous, were revorted

to have scaled the vrison wall a2nd made off in s waitineg car

driven by a woman.

Warden Frank Graves said "we ourselves never believed they
had escaped". He said no clear proof was found that the men

had climbed the walls and the inside =search was intensified.

Shortly after 11:00 p.m. the men were found hiding in a crawl
space under an old army H Hut (This was not an army H hut but
was bullding 2-9) which is used as a library, class room and

meeting room for prisonere.

The inmates had slipped into the bricked in crawl space through
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a floor ventilator under s cuvpboard in the hut.

The crown prosecutor has been consulted as to what charges

against the two inmates.

(The two built a false wall under the building, they took the
concrete blocks into the building under the vretense that they
were building a planter, no one thought to question their

operation.)
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Saturday, Cctober &6th, 1973 The Columbian
PENITENTIARY RESTCRES CRDER AFTER TEN HCUR REVOLT
B.C. Penitentiary guards and officlals restored order today

after a ten hour rebellion by some inmates.

Trouble began following the evening meal Friday when prisoners
refused to leave their cells for recreation veriod. The
inmates of two cell blocks began shouting and bangine on their
cell doors. Then tossed burning articles 2nd food travs from
the cells, and in one block installations and windows were

broken.

d

Prison authorities called in off duty guards to help put down
the disturbance. An inquiry will be held into the protest.

No injuries to guards or prisoners were reported.

All sctivities have been cstovped at the prison except for

. .

meal distribution an official said. Privileces would be

Q.

restored to prisoners not involved in the incident as soon

as poscgible,

N

On COctober 1l2th, the Columbian reports that Y.P., John Peynolds

e

charged Thursday that the recent riot at the 2,0, Penitent

D
D

ary

d.

e

n

4]

wag not due to weather conditions, as authorities mainta

The M.P. gaid the rlot was touched off when the inmate committes

resigned to protest changes in recreation activities in the

prison,

fficials blamed weather conditions which had curtailed
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recreational activities. The riot had resulted in slight

-

damage to soms cell blocks they said.

Mr. Revnolds said hig information was that the damage was
y €

extensive. WMr. Reynolds sald he would do "211 in my power"
y y
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toseek an indevendent inguiry into the prisons administration.

e

)

rison Director Richard CGraves said Thursday an inguiry had

o'

een held into the disturbance and he couldn't comment on

Vr. Renold's charges.

(n the 1lbth Cctober the Columbian reports more than a2 week
after the three day rebellion was put down, tempers of both

suards and prisoners are sald to be still near flashpoint.

Concerned about the situation, the Citizens' Advisory Committee

scheduled a meeting today at the Penitentiary to stave off

trouble.,

Deapite official efforts to minimize the extent of the week-
end riot it is now know that at least twenty-three celles on
5A in the vprison's east wing were totally wrecked during the
disturbance.In addition, cement covered brick dividine walls
between the cells were hacked down by rioters to give them

free movement from one end of the floor to the other,

Until last Friday eighty-nine inmates involved in the riot
were detained in the prion's correction unit (SCU, an extra

secure building intended to accommodate only forty-four.)
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In the past few days at least one hand gun has been discovered

and a cearch is on for another.

Thogse interviewed gaid even 1if inmates win back 2ll withdrawn
privileges, it is likely that there will be big trouble, as

one put it, in the foreseeable future.

On October 17th, an editorial in the Columbian backed John
Reynolds, M.P., in an inguiry into the administration in the

B.C. Penitentiary.

Cn Thursday, November 18th, the Columbian reports a little
more information azbout the October 5th riot at the R,C,.

Penitentiary emerged Wednesday in Ottawa.

Solicitor General Warren Allmand disclosed thsat sixty inmates
had been trancsferred to other institutions since the riot to

relieve accommodation at the prison.,

Vr. Allmand's comments in an interview supvorted M.P. John
Reynold that as many as forty-four cells were damaged during the

three day riot, he said that repairs had been undertaken.

The Solicitor General was not sure whether all inmates
transferred to svecial security cells have gone back to their
own cells. DNor was he sure what demands the prisoners had

made, a2lthough there were demands.

(

-3

'he damage in the Cctober 5th riot at the Penitentiary was not
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as severe as quoted by the media, repairs were made by prison
staff and the inmates occupied their cells ten days after the

riot.)
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Tuesday, October 23rd, 1973
PEN ACTIVITIRS RESTORED
B.C. Penitentiary Director F.P. Graves said he feels it should
be left to the Solicitor General Warren Allmand to decide
whether an investigation is necessary into the Cctober 5th

riot a2t the Penitentiary.

Fe svent all day Monday visiting cell blocks and talking to

cuards and inmates.

He =aid sll orisonars are now getting regular meals and
exercigse periods, but although it had been necessary to keev
those involved in the riot locked in the cells during the week-

end beceuce prisoners working in the kitchen were "pressured"
by other inmates in refusing to work there. John Peynolds, M.PF.,

vigited the vorison on the weekend, he

m

and other Tory M.P.'
c2id that after the tour eighty-nine prisoners were involved
in the revolt and sll of them are confined to their cells

twenty-four hours & day, getting "two csandwiches three times

a day" through the bars.

Yert Reynette, Deputy Regionzl Director of Penitentiarvy
Services in Vancouver, conducted an investigation into the
riot and his report was forwarded to the Commissioner of

Penitentiaries in Ottawa last week.

Al Yadvick, Precident of the Tocal of the P.S.A.C., said that
the TInion's Tocal executive and members employed at the prison
are co-operating with Penitentiary management to get conditions

back to normal.
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OnAThursday, October 25th, 1973, the Columbian reports that the
BR.C. Penitentiary inmatesg' strike in its twenty-first deadlocked
day, the prison guards' union has telegrammed Solicitor
General Warren Allmand demanding that he reduce overcrowdings
and institute an independent inquiry into the Cctober S5th riot.

Members of the Iocal for the P.S.A.C. sent a ftelegram to the

icitor General stating "members of thic Tocal are extremely

)—_J

So

digsaticsfied with the inaction of management to get conditions

n

back to normal at the R,C. Penitentisrvy".

Supervisors and other ranks in the correctional staff are not
being given adequate direction from all levels of management.

As 2 result, the situation at the Penitentiary appears to be

deterioratine.

To keep inmates not involved in the disturbance locked up for
twenty-three hours s day can only create more tension and

bitterness towards staff and Institution administration.

Two guards who snoke to the Columbisn on Wednesday said some
members of the Penitentiary etaff are demanding the suspension
of prison Director F.R, Craves and three other senior officials

rending the outcome of an indevendent inquiry.

On October 27th the Columbian reports, statements smuegegled
from the B.C. Penitentiary inmates say a $100,000.00 wrecking
orgy, which ended in the destruction of forty-four cells

Cctober 5th begsn as a mild protest.

The real reason for the full scale riot, one vprisoner says,
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was the over reaction by the prison administration under the

direction of F.R. CGraves.

VMr. Graves said inmates refused to go to the yard on Friday
evening Cctober 5th, one statement says "this is not true,
they could not have refused because it is their privelege

to either go to the yard or stay in their cells. Some inmates

exercised this privelege as a mild form of protest, this does

not constitute a riot".

The inmate said another tier of cells, (4F) was opened and as
no one wished to go to the gymnasium, lir. CGraves ordered lock-

uo for the entire novpulation.

The complairts the inmate lists are as follows;
A Protestant Prison Chapnlain is actine ass Deputy Warden and
Officer of Court. The inmates say that because of this,

prisoners do not have s confidentisl cervice of an actual

==

e

ster in time of need, becsuse the Chaplain is regarded acs

[

n

i
i

a member of the security staff.

Prison medical facilities are not always available to those

in need.

Dirty kitchens, poor food vreparations, sloppy service, dirty

trays, insufficient trays, cups, etc., poor kitchen staff.

Extremely poor recreation facilities.

oor visgiting arrangements, wlth inmates called late when

d

visitors are waiting, sbusive langcusage to vicitors.
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IJllegal censurship of mail, and mail arriving many days late.

Abusive treztment by staff, not necessarily violent but

calculated to cause trouble.

Staff exercising powers when not warranted.

h
e
=
e
m
o
3

Poor livineg conditions in East and North wings of

Other grievances listed are; unjust treatment of priscners,
promises made and not kept. Unnecesesary use of force by

guards. No recourse for inmates when charges are made by

officers.

On October 29th (The Columbian). The Director of the B.C.
Penitentiary said prisoners probably used a closed circuit
radio system to transmit information during the Cctober 5th

riot at the institution.

Mr. Graves said prison authorities susvected it at the time
of the riot and their suspicions were confirmed in an unsiegned

letter to the Columbian.

Mr. Oraves said that charges that he ordered cells locked when
inmates refused to go to the exercise yard was incocrrect,
because he was at home at the time and arrived at the

Penitentiary later in the evening after s call from his staff.

1281

Vr. Craves =aid cells were lccked shortly after the disturbance
y 1

began not because prisoners refused to go to recreation, but

tecause food trays were not returned and prisoners in two
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wings began throwing them.

On Vednesday, October 3lst (The Columbian) A number of hand-
guns have been found hidden in the R.C. Penitentiary (false)
in 2 two day search by prison staff and army personnel

equipped with metal-detectors.

The Regional Director declined to specify the number of

weapons recovered. He said they were hidden in the structure.

The search turned up several vpistols. We believe they were

smuggled into the prison before the security clamp-down.

A comment by Solicitor fGeneral Warren Allmand led to
confirmation that Penitentiary Director Frank CGraves is

retiring soon. Mr. COraves said his vplans to step down had

m

been submitted in Sevtember before the Penitentiary riot.
At 56, with thirty-five years of service, he leaves on full

pension.

+
e

s retirement

The Regional Director emphasized that NMr. Grave

had no connection with the recent outbreak.

On November 2nd, 1973.(A Columbian Zditorial) An indevpendent
inguiry into the situation at the B.C. Penitentiary is as
urgently needed today as when the post-riot furore was in
full force. At the same time, we confess to 2 sinking feel-
ing that those demanding such a orobe are in danger of being

out-manoeuvered.

During the past few weeks, the Columbian has published inside
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reports, during and subsequent to the Cctober 5th riot, these

reports came from numerous persons, both gcuards and prisoners.

It is interesting, despite their differing orientations and
goals, of the accounts of conditions and events by guards and
prisoners tally so completely while the official statements
issued by acting Regional Director differ in significant

areas from those accounts.
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Wednesday, December 14th, 1973 The Columbian
Cn page eleven of the Columbian there is s picture taken in

front of the B.C. Penitentiary with the followine comment.

Jack Harder, Chief Engineer at the B.C. Penitentiary,
receives merit certificate and $1000.00 award for his efforts
which placed the Institution first in a recent fire prevention

competitition. On the left of the picture ic W.J. McCutcheon,

~~

A/D, (2 & S); centre, J.R. Stone, Director of the Western
Region, C.P.S., and on the rigsht with a twelve month erin is

our Chief, Jack Harder.
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Friday, December 21st, 19073 The Columbian

NEW WARDEN LINT AND LIAISON PLANNRD AT PENTTENTTARY

REMODE

i

The B.C. Penitentiary will zet a new Warden sometime in
January. Named but not officially anpointed to the post is
Dragon Cernetic, who is presently Assistant Director of Services

at Millhaven Institute, Ontario.

He will replace veteran penal officer Frank Oraves who

officially retires in February after 35 years service.

The Columbian has learned that forty additional staff members
have been hired at the Penitentiary, bringing the staff
complement to about two hundred and ninety. The workers will
i1l positions among the correctional, classi®ication and

<
L

ff,

)

recrestion s

The Protestant Chapel will be turned into a second recreation
area at a cost of about ©£150,000,00, and also provide for

installation of showers in the North and Tast Winge,

3

The Penitentiary is now being supervised by Actine Directo
Jim MclCutecheon, who has cerved ac Assistant Director Services
under lir. Graves since 1969, (McCutcheon transferred to thic

vosition from Matsqui in 1970)

Prior to his post at Millhaven, Nr. Cernetic served as a

Probation Officer in Prince George,
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PENITENTIARY PRIORITIES SECURITY, MORALE, COMNVMUNICATIONS

You would expect a man who has spent better than two years

as a2 political prisoner in Yugoslavia to have some definite
view on jails, convicts, parollees, and their role in society.
Such is the case of 42 year old Dragon Cernetic, who has Jjust

taken over the reins of the B.C. Penitentiary.

Vr. Cernetic wasted little time in asserting his vriorities,

up-grading security and staff morale and in improving commun-

ications with the medis.

If we are doing our job right then we should have nothing to

hide he said during an interview.

Our objective must be the protection of society and that means
preventing escapes, at the same time we must introduce
programs which are constructive in nature and control by

proper security measures.

Public opinion seems to ke rather hard sgainst the corrections

m

worker, sooner or later the correctional worker must bte
recognized zc part of the Peace Officer Communitv. Fe has

L

little etatus, is poorly naid and is over-worked.

The overcrowding problem has been temporarily overcome, the
inmate count is down to five hundred and thirty from six

hundred and we no longer have the situation-of inmates

B SR AV)

1
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sleeping in the hallways.

The inmates are back to work and have their yard exercice

periods, in addition the groups are going again.
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9]

A prisoner, ronald James Sinclair, 25, was stabbed in the
back at the Penitentiary in New Westminster during the lunch
hour Tuesday, he was taken to Royal Columbian Hoepital where
ne was listed in a serious condition. It is not known who

stabbed “inclair, an administration inquiry has been

ordered.
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February 5th, 1974 The Columbian
PCLICE PROBE PENITENTIARY HANGING PUZZLE
New Westminster Detectives and Officials of the B.C.
Penitentiary launched a full scale investigation today into
the hanging death of a 23 year old inmate, James David 2ilton,
found dead in his cell late Monday. They are trying to
determine how Rilton was able to fashion a noose in a length
of sash cord, tie one end to the bars above his cell door and
hang himeself, apparently in full view of the inmatéds adjacent
cells, within sight of the duty officers' station and while

n an adjoining cell listened to music on his

1o

prisoner

o]
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Saturday, February 23rd, 1974 The Columbian
PRiSON RCW LEADS TO SECOND STABRBING
A B.C. Penitentiary inmate was stabbed three times in 2z row

with another prisoner Friday.

The 26 year o0ld inmate, whose name is being withheld, is

listed in satisfactory condition in Rovyal Columbian Hosvital.

A Penitentizry officisl said an administrative inguiry is being

conducted into the stabbing, the second such incident at the

prison in the past month.
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The Columbian

}

B. C. PENITENTIARY TO LAUNCH RECREATICN PROGRAM
A new physical fitness program will begin next week at the
B.C. Penitentiary, the prosgram is an effort by the Canadian
Penitentiary Service to break the circle of monotony andA
idleness that led to last Cctober's riot protest. The new
physical education instructor said he hopes to offer a full

range of recreation, and comoetitive sport to individual,

non-competitive involvement.

He has been working at the down-town Y.M.C.A., where he set
up 2 fitness testing program, conducted fitness classes,

rector.

e

d

taught ckin-diving, squas!

3

prison equioment for sports is net bad, but added that he

[

‘h

D

is concerned at the lack of ventilation in the gymnasium.

T feel that a person who is physically fit has 2 lot more
cgoing for him in genersl terms. If you are fit you have a

better attitude.
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ANGRY PEN GUARDS SAY ALLWAND, FAGUY MUST GO

>

|=2e

Guards at the RB.C. Penitentiary want Prime Minister Trudeau
to fire their boss. And while he is doing that they sav, he

can also fire their boss

Theilr demand for the immediate firing of the two men was

cabled to the Prime IMinister in Ottawa late Thursday.

If Mr. Trudeau cdoesn't act on the demand, the guards promised

that some form of united action will follow.

The decision to cable Ottawa wags taken at a meeting of the
guards called late Thursdsy and held a few hours later. The
cable was sent in the name of the members of the Penitentiary

Local of the P.S.A.C.

The Tocal President s2id the meeting had been called on an
emergency bacis because of 2 statement made in Ottawsa

Wednesday by Mr. Allmand. WMr., Allmand told the Commons Justice
Committee that a emall group of scuards at the IMillhaven prison
are taking a punitive avproach to prisoners and are opvposed

to prison programs. He also said there was an atmosvhere of
confrontation between long term prisoners and old-line at the

B.Cs Penitentiary.

The President stated, the prison staff are being used as
political scape-goatse by the Penitentiasry service to cover its

own inadequancies.
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The problems in the Penitentiary are not the fault of the

staff, they are the fault of the service which introduces

0]

=y
O

prison programs without having the staff or the faciliti
to0 make them work, He aleso said there have been a record

number of resignations recently among older, experienced

officers at the prison.

In the past eighteen months one hundred and twenty officers
out of & staff of one hundred and forty-seven have resigned,
they have been replaced with young inexperienced officers

almost without exception.

LT
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April 18th, 1974 The Columbian
A ﬁan convicted of the beating death of a fellow B.C.
Penitentiary inmate has been found dead in his cell at the

prison.

He was 31 years old Jacque Bellemare, who was convicted of
beating Cilbert Piche, 42, to death with an iron bar durinz a

movie show in the Penitentiary June 17th last year.

Fred Leech, Deputy Director of Security for the prison, said
Eellemare's death was due to strangulation by his own hands

and occurred about 8:00 p.m. Wednesday.
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May 30th, 1974 The Columbian
PEN CGUARDS SLAP BAN ON OVERTIME
The President of the B.C. Penitentiary Local of the P.S5.A.C.

says one hundred and nineteen guarde of the institution are
refusing to work overtime. The Penitentiary requires at

least twelve guards to work double shifts each day.

The New Westmincter Institution has fifty fewer guards than ite
full complement. The men are concerned because the overtime
cheques received Vednesday contained numerous errors and
omiseions snd the cheques for lMarch overtime contained payment

for only 857% of the hours worked.

0fficers have waited over two months for this pay, and unless
they receive accurate cheques with written assurance that
future overtime will be pzid on time and without the customary

mistakes, they will continue this ban on overtime.

The Union has assured the Institution's management that

csecurity will not be jeovardized during the overtime ban.
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RICHT PEN PRISCNERT ALLEGE "CRUSL" PUNISHVENT, SUR.
might prisoners of the F.C. Penitentiary say in a Federal Court

action that they are being subjected to "Cruel and Tnususl

Punishment" under indefinite solitary confinement.

The prisoners are sueing the Qusen and Dragon Cernetic, the
Nirector, for a declaration that their confinement, 2llegedly
without charges or hearings, deprives them of the richts

susranteed by Penitentiary service regulations.

Tn a statement of claim filed in Federal Court Registry, they
say tear-gas has been discharsed into solitary confinement
cells where the prisoner has no chance to escape; light bulbs
in the 10 X 5§ foot cells burn twenty-four hours a day; there

ie no adequate ventilation and heat, and that only running cold
water ies orovided, and a vpint of hot water twice a week for

shaving.

They say that their confinement in the special correctional

been ordered in some cases by persons other than

m

unit ha
Vp. Cernetic and that he has imoroverly Aeligated the avuthority

4+

to order such confinements,

o
o

civen to him

d

D

Vedical inspections, the claim sayes, have not been carri
out as reguired by the Commissioner of Penitentiaries and in
two cascee the prisoners have not received ecscential medical

and dental care.

Ac a result of the confinement they say they have loes of all
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priveleges enjoyed by other prisoners, including movies

television, vocational training, hobbies, sports, oven air

exercise and unscreened visite.

They also say that officers of the Penitentiary Service have

used weavons and other oprison control aids in a completely

improper manner, including the use of tear gas when its use

was excessive,
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Friday, June 2lst, 1974 The Columbian

PEN AUARDS SAY QVERTIM= CVER
A long-simmering overtime dispute by euards at the R.C,
Panitentiary peaked Thursday as suards informed Penitentiary

officiale they will not work overtime as of today.

la
Uoe

The President of the Local of the P.S.A. said guards will
no longer tolerate "continual and frequent delays and errors"

in payment of overtime.

The Penitentiary has been requiring overtime shifts of from
eight to twelve officers daily, yet overtime psy has sometimes
come more +than three months after the actual shifts.

Both the President and the Director said the ban will not

affect vrison scecurity, but many programs will have to be

curtailed.

The Director said daytime shifts are fully manned, so only
the evening "shift" will have to be curtailed.

The Precident of the lLocal s2id the ban on overtime would

He

continue until the outstanding cheques are received. added
that 2 mesting had been scheduled with regional officials to

discuce the situation.

L2985
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Saturday, Junz 29th, 1974 The Columbian
CRASH TRAINING PRCGRAM PRCPCSED TC INCREASE PENITENTIARY STAFE
If the guards approve, the B.C. Penitentiary will institute

a two week crash training program for new personnel.

The training vprogram proposed by prison officiale involves

about fifty new guards.

Fred Leech, director of the prison security staff, said the

course could be held in the second and third weeks of July.

He ssid it would be the first time such 2 mass trsinings
program was tried in s Canadian Penitentiary. FHe ss3id the
program 1s needed because the prison staff is over balanced

with new veovle in the service.

The program recuires the co-operation of experienced staff

and some rescheduling during the two week trainine period.

If the program goes on, then 2 revision of schedules will

1
D

2llow inmates to be on 2 two week suspension of work.

Fe said the prisont essential cervices and security syetem

S

would be unchanged during the prosram.

Tradesmen Instructors not on the security staff will be

encouraged to take their holidays durine the trainine course.
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Monday, July 29th, 1974 The Columbian
CONVICT CAUGHT IN MEAT TRUCK
A red hot escape bid by & B.C. Penitentiary inmate early today
was cooled when the driver of a refrigerated meat truck noticed
that he was carrying more than sides of beef., The inmate,
Raloh Cochran, 40, hopped into the back of the meat truck at
about 8:15 z.m. while the driver was delivering mest to the

vrison kitchen.

The guerds checked the truck before it left, but there were
hundreds of vounds of meat inside and they didn't find Cochran,

Mr. Cernetic gaid.

When the driver ovened the truck bhack door 2t his next delivery

in Coguitlam he noticecd two feet.

Slammineg the door shut he called the Coquitlam R.C.M.P, and

Cochran was arrested and returned to the prison.

Cn August 1éth, 1974 Cochran was sentenced to nine monthes in

prison for his attempted escape.
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Tuesday, November 26th, 1974 The Columbisan
TPiAL OF PENITENTIARY GUARDS CN IN RCOYAL CITY
Trial of nine guards of the B.C. Penitentiary of common asssult
on a Penitentiary inmate, laid after they were reportedly
sought to get him to shave in conformity with prison regulation,

is proceeding in MNew Westminster Provincial Court.

The inmate, William “eorge Rrown, claimed the guards attempted
to shave him against his will August 19th when he had a two
month growth of beard. They were reported to have given up

the attemnt when he recisted.

Documents listing the duties of Correctional Officers, rules of
conduct for inmates, cutlines of prison offences, and orders in

council setting these up, were entered as exhibits.

A Warrant was ordered for the asrrest of one of the zccused when
he did not appear for trisl. He is revorted to have obtained

other employment and is a2t present in the TTnited “tates.

Called 2¢ 2 witness, the Director of the Fenitentiarv, c5id

the inmate came to his attention eazrly in April when he

The Director said he wag contacted in Avril by 5 prison officer
when the request for instructions in connection with RBrown.

He caid the inmate was in & filthy condition and his cell was
in disarray. Fe tcld the officer that Rrown was to shave like

the other inmates.
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Cross-examined by Doug Hogarth, acting for the accused guards,
the Director =aid it would be fair to say that Brown
consistently refused throughout his stay in the prison to

obey rules of the Institution.

The triszl is continuing.
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Wednesday, December 4th, 1974 The Columbian

4
)

< Lalas

SEARCH BECGINS FCR ESCAPRES
A police manhunt is in full swing today after two B.C.
Penitentiary inmates scaled the priscon walls early this

morning.,

Ivan Horvat, 21, and Wayne Gary Farkas, 28, were found missing
during an inmate check. It appears the two men stayed behing
in the gymnasium after a recreation period finished at

10:00 p.m. Thursday.

The men avvarently hid in the gymnasium until making their

escape about midnight.

Horvaet and Farkss and two unidentified men and a woman were
arrested about 4:00 p.m. in 2 raid on a house in Vancouver.

A loaded rifle was seized but there were no shots and no one
was injured. (December 5th, 197L4)

Thursday, January 9th, 1975 The Columbian

B.C. Penitentiary Director Dragon Cernetic declared that 1975

wasg definitely the year of the inmste, not the administration.

L 505
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Wednesday, February 17th, 1975 The Columbian
SEVEN GUARDS GUILTY CF ASSAULT
Sfeven B.C. Penitentiary Guards have been found guilty of
assault on an inmate following an incident last vear in which

they tried to shave him against his will.

Provincial Court Judge gave his decision today and will

pronounce sentence on February 28th,

Nine guards were originally chareed with unlawful use of force
in tryine to shave inmate ®rown on April 19th, 107L., Tn +the
Judze's written statement he save "T pause here to make two
observations, it is ironic the guard who wielded the razor

as did the Director, Dragon Cernetic™.

[

was wearing a bear
The Judge said there can be no doubt the use of force against

Brown was an assault unless it was justified.

He concluded, I hold that there is no authority either by

s to the

mn

statute or at common law to justify the trecps
person of EBrown, and further that the use of force wss un-

reasonable to enforce 2 mere reculation of thie sort.

The Columbian revports on the 20th of February; “uarde and
Prison Cfficials at the R2.C. Penitentiary were meetineg thie
afternoon in an effort to iron out differences after the

guards staged z study session.

According to zuards' representative, they are concerned sbout
the implications of the conviction Wednesday of seven fellow

guards on an assault charge.

- v T
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In 1ight of the decision guards have asked Solicitor Cenersl

]

Warren Allmand to define their authority to hand out iiscipline.

An official statement on the guards' position would be released

after his meeting with Warden Dragon Cernetic.

Cn Saturdasy March let, 1975, the Columbian revorts; Seven R,C.
Fenitentiary fuarde, oreviously found suilty of assapl+t for

forcefully shaving = prisoner, were given abeolute discharges
Friday when they spveared before Provincial Judege for sentenc-

ing.

The absolute discharoce, 2 recent amendment to the Oriminal

ffect of erasing criminal records against the

D

Code, has the

guards which they acquired when they were found suilty of

assault on February 19th.

Before announcing the discharege, Jucdge Govan and Defense

Lawyer Doug Hogarth adjoined in s scathing denouncement of +the

[

FPenitentiary Service and conditions at the P,C. Penitentiary
which they acreed compelled guards to use occasionsl force

against inmates,

cliente racented +h strone lansuace

D
]

I'r. Hogarth c2id hi

-

written Tudeement, Pebruary 1%th,

[N
m

Judge Covan used in h
but he suggested the langusce was directed against the

Fenitentiary Service, not the seven cuarde.

Judge Goven interrupted ang said this was true.
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Since the teginning of the Fenitentiary Service in Canada,
force has been used, Hogarth contended. My clients are not
responsible for the fact that aboﬁi LO7 of the inmatecs have
mental problems., There are inmates who sre eo malcontent that

¢ an accented

e

they refuse to obey vrison regulstions. T+
practice in the Penitentizry Service that force has to he

used to enforce the rules.

The guards who used force in the shaving incident thought they

were acting under orders, Hogarth insgisted. They are advised

that they must continue to obey orders, whether they involve

ot

the use of force or no

Judge Covan, said he had & rather sleevless nioht coming to
court on Friday, commented that he agreed with Hogarth's
criticism of the Penitentisry System, to the seven csuards he

said; your occupation ie to treat the very worse veople in

work under difficul+t

o

our socilety, vou do your very best +

circumstances. Put in my opinion the pensal system enforces
this type of conduct on you. He concluded with the succestion

to the gusrds who still work at the Penitentiary to get
written instructions if they get orders which they hesitate

to follow.
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February 18th, 1975
Tuesday The Columbian

3]

HOSTAGE SAFE AFTER FOUR HCUR DRAKA

Py

-te

tTent

Pt

Fore more than four hours 2 B.(C. Pen ary Physical

Training Instructor was held hostage in a prison shower room

s

Fonday when an inmate held 2 homemade knife acroses his eyes,

While vrisoners were confined in a recreation area reporters
and photosravhers wsited in another vart of the vrison and New

nester Police cars circled the Institution, while pricon

e

Ylestm

officials bargained for the hostace's cafety,

=

The ordesl came t0 sn end when the Director asgreed +to the

Inmate's demand for an immediste transfer to the Reszionsal

lfedical Centre in Matsqui, 2 a safe conduct to the centre ang

no medication when he got there.

He also agreed to 2 demend that no charges would be laid

against the inmate as a result of +he evening's evente.

- Leech e2id an investigation into +the circumstances leadine

up to the incident will be started by prison officiale +tocav.
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Wednesday, NMarch 12th, 1075 The Columbian

INMATE DSMANDS TRANSFER
4 native Indian prisoner held two Carventry Instructors
hostage at knife point on Tuesday, March 1l1lth, in the R.C,

Penitentiary and demanded 2 trancsfer to another Tnstitution.

The prisoner grabbed the two Instructors a*t 3:00 p.m. in *he

main workshoo and forced them into an ante-room.

He held them there for simost an hour until orison officisle
promised to consider his request to be sent to Manitoha's
Mountain orison. Names of those involved in the

i

Stoney

incident are being withheld.

No one was hurt in the incident Tuesday, Cfficiale =5id the

orisoner was "calm and rathionszl' and surrendered quietly.

re Ed., Peterson and

M

(The two Carpenter Instructors w

Mr. Schaffer.)

1308
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Monday, June 9th, 1975 The Columbian
B.C. PENITENTIARY INMATES HOLD FIFTREN AS HOSTAQRS
Three B.C. Penitentiary inmates grabbed fifteen prison
officers and were holding them hostages today in a fireproof

vault. The three inmates 2re all serving life sentences.

R.C.M.P. and New Westminster Police surrounded the prison and
ambulances were brought into the cide streets near the

Penitentiary.

According to Prison Director Drason Cernetic, the thres entered

<

the classification section 2t about 2:00 a.m. brandishins what
apveared to be kitchen knives. They took two inmates hostage,

ourteen classification officers and one suzrd. First reports

I

said that a2 woman was also grabbad but she escaped. The two

oy

inmate hostesges were released soon after.

The inmates have demanded that prison officials summon =

number of people prominent in legal circles and 2 journalist.

The prisoners were identified as Andy Pruce, 26, Claire Wilson,

25, and Douslas Iucas, 20, of Winnineec.

Cn the 10th of June the Columbisn reports; Nesotiations were
continuing early today with the three inmates for the releasse of

fifteen hostages they hold captive.

The Regional Director said everybody svent a comfortable night.

~

Hostages were allowed out of the vault and walked around in the
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clasgification buildine. We are in consgtant communication with

the three inmates and hove to revort somethine very soon.

The three inmates demanded that they be given passage out of
the country with the hostages. They have asked for a2 heli-

conter to carry them to the Vancouver International Airport,
from which they want to bs flown to a foreien country. They

have not specified the country.

(On page four of the Columbian there is a whole page devoted

to the actions of the inmates holding the hostages, )

[N

nma

¢

Vr. Cernetic s2id the es have performed two moves that

please him and indicated that they were actinge in 2 rational

to speak by telepvhone with some of theirrelatives. In addition
the rest of the orison population has remained responsive and

very responsible,

On Wednesday, June 1lth, the Columbdbisan reports; In 2 sudden
and desperate burst, fifteen hostage turned on their knife

wielding convict abductors early this morning, bringine

to a brutal and tragic end of 2 forty-one hour seige at the
B.C. Penitentiasry. TIn the melee that followed +the attack

prison emvloyee lNary Steinhauser, 32, was s%ain in revensge

after being trapped in a room with the trio, two of whom were

rving 1ife sentences for murder.

®
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The sudden turn of events occurred at the prison at 1:00 a.m.
when several of the hostages jumped one of the convicts clubbing

him twice with a metal tripod.

The fourteen then barricaded themselves in the vault in which

they had been held captive since 8:00 a2.m. Vonday.

As prison tactical squad members burst into the room
Ms. Steinhauser trapped outside the vault, avparently asleep

from drugs convicts had forced her to consume.

T

tarly reports indicated that she had been stabbed and may

]

ot

have received a gunshot wound. She was pronounced dead st

Royal Columbian Hospital.

Cne of the three zbductors Andrew Eruce, was wounded twice and
is listed in serious condition. The other two were unhurt
and were transferred to New Westminster city jail where charges

of non-cavital murder are expected to be 12id later today.,

The hostazes inside the vault hsd been plannine moe+t of the
day, tryinz to think of some way to meke a rush. T+ had been
discussed earlier and had been called off they said., The
escape attempt begain when one chap with the trivod hit Lucas
over the head. ¥He said Lucas turned around but didn'+t fall SO0
the hostage picked up the tripod and hit him again but still
Lucas didn't fall. ZILucas didn't g0 down and started after
them with a knife, Bruce started coming towdrd them as well.

They slammed shut the door of the vault. It was a sliding door
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which divided them from the two inmates with the knives. They

locked themselves in rather than makineg a break to get out.

The scuffle in the doorway brought the armed guards who were
waiting outside for the first sign of trouble. They came

charging in just as the door shut.

Cn Friday, June 13th, the Columbian reports; Prime Minister
orders probe of B,C, Penitentiary ordeal. The fOovernment
announced today the abpointment of a Judge, and a

Penitentiary Service 0fficial to conduct z restricted publiec
investigation into the attempted breakout at the B.C.
Penitentiary this week. The inguiry will stsrt soon under
Chief Justrice J.VW. Farris of the British Columbia Appesl
Court. The Chief Justice will be assisted by Jack Lynch of the
John Howard Society of British Columbia, a former convict,

and H.®, Popop, Director of Operationsl Security for the

Penitentiary Service.

(There would be four inguiries into the hostzge takineg incident
at the B.C. Penitentiary; The Farris Commission, the Inguiry

by the B.C. Penitentiary, an Inquiry by the Regional Director's

t

Cffice, and the Inquest into the death of Mary Steinhauser.)

On Tuesday, June 24th, the Columbian reports! Fifteen hostages
held in the B.C. Penitentiary two weeks ago were told they
were on death row, one of them said Monday at the Federally

appointed Farris Inquiry into the incident. One classification

D

officer has told of being kicked reveatedly, having a knif
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held at his throat and stuck in his eye, of clothing being
glashed with a knife while he was wearing it and of belng
forced to take overdoses of drugs. His glasses were taken
from him and smashed and glasses were a2lso taken from other
hostages. This officer said some mercurochrome was tivped
over his eyes and the prisoner, Claire Wilson told him to
wipe it off. He said that he and other men were drprived of
théir jackets which were piled on the floor and later slashed

by Lucas with some assistance from Wilson,

After the jackets were removed, the hostages were devprived of
thelr watches, rings except wedding rings, wallets and other
valuables and choes, He said Wilson and Lucas went through
some of the wallets, making comments about the contents, and
he saw Wileon light a cigarette with 2 twenty dollar bill,

I was told to removed a2 jade ring, I was told to take it off

or we will cut your finger off by Iucas.

He sa2id that any time that there was any activity, movements or
noise from the outside, he would be grabbed by the throat by

Tucas and the knife would be stuck against it,

Thie is not in the Columbian article. On the afternoon that
the hostages were taken they ordered a portable toilet, this
was rented and brought to the Institution and delivered to the
classification building where the hostases were being held.
The following day the prisoners demanded the portable chemical

toilet be taken out and emptied, this request was complied with
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but it was thought that this was unusual because we had been
assured that the tollet would not need to be emptied for
several days. The toilet was removed and taken to the edge
of the ravine where it was emptied. The officers who were
emptying the toilet noticed several shining cbjects on the
ground, they sorted through this and came up with the rings and
watches that had been taken from the hostages znd thrown into

the toillet, these were later returned to the owners.

J

t

uring the time the hostages were being held in the

m

on building the Institution's fire guipment was

(=0

!,J-

lassificat

o}
)
!_J

menned in case it wes needed to fight fires. Also, 2 small
squad stood by with ecuipment ready to break down a door or

whatever else was required,
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Monday, June 30th, 1975 The Columbian
PENITENTIARY GUARDS ISSUR WALKCUT ULTIVMATUM
Guards in forty-nine Federal Prisons, including the B.C.
Penitentiary, will stay off work Wednesday unless Prime
Minister Trudeau or Solicitor Genersl Warren Allmand state
before them that the law of capital punishment will be

respected by the Cabinet,

Paul Gascon, Executive Secretary of the Solicitor Genersls
Comvonent of the P.S.A.C., said 2 reply must be made by noon
Tuesday or it will be too late to cancel a National day of

Mourning for our brother, Paul Gosselin.

Paul Gosselin was shot and killed in Vontreal Friday as he and
another guard escorted a prisoner to hospital. He is the fourth

prison employee to be killed on duty during the last year.

b

The President of the B.C. Fenitentiary Employees local

t

said today the local is waiting for instructions from P.S.A.C.

Tr

headguarters before tzking any action. He said he was

aware the Wednesday walkout was being considered.

He ezid Paul Gascon and other directors of the P.S.A.C.'s
Solicitor Cenerals component were meeting this morning in

Cttaws with Andre Therrien, Commissioner of Penitentisries.
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Wednesday, July 2nd, 1975 The Columbian
COEBAT READY TROOPS CN GUARD AT B.C., PENITENTTARY
Combat ready Infantrymen from the Princess Patricia's
Canadian Light Infantry took up stations outside the ©,C.

Penitentiary today as the prison guards' one day strike began.

Inside, four hundred and fifty inmates were being guarded by
off-duty R.C.M.P. Cfficers, prisoners are being confined to

their cells until the strike ends.

llembers of the P.S.A.C. are observing the strike st the
Penitentiary called by the Union's National Executive +o
protest the Federal Cabinet's decision not to execute killers

of policemen and prison guards.

The Fresident of the P.S.A.C. s2id the susrds were asked to
go to the memorial service held today at RPurnaby Iake
Pavillion for Paul Cosselin, the Montreal pricon guard

scorting a vrisoner to hospital.

=
[a]
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Similar obsérvations are scheduled across Canada.

The President of the local said the walkout was complete

except for staff manning hospital, the kitchen and emergency

.1

-+

o staff. Cn

m
D
1

uar

}

departments which the union had acreed

h

O

D

was left behind st the Penitentiary in cas emergancy so
y

he cculd call the union members back to work.

(Sguad leaders 2lso remained in the nrison to supervise the
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Troops from the third field squadron, Royal Csnadian Tngineers

are guarding the orisons at Matsqui and Asacsiz.

Solicitor General Warren Allman rejected the guards' demands
that the Federal Cabinet commit itself to the death penalty for
killers of prison employees and prison guards, except where

juries recommend clemency.

Playing the lament, flowers of the forest, a piper moved slowly
down the ranks of two hundred and fifty guards and volicemen

gathered Wednesday in Burnaby to honour a slaim comrade.

de Burnaby Iake Pavillion, the service conducted by

(=23

Held outs
Cakalla Chaplain, The Rev. Fogs Manthorpe, was brief. The
Rev. Manthorpe told the assembled ranks that the cervice would
have to be short because of the situstion in Cekalle where

sit-down situstion.

8]

nmates were stacing

e

Hy

The service was one o many held throughout the country

Wednesday organized by the P.S.A.C., the union which

Y]

ents Federsl Prison JQuards.

s
0)]

mn

ren

Following the ceremony, R.C. Fenitentiary Precident, ¢5id the
welk-cut was not directed against the management of the prison

licitor General who won'+t

[

system just the Cabinet and the &

@]

and prison

D
b
mn
O
-
5
O
—
’_J
0
D

order the execution of convicted kill

uards.

]
J
s

resbyterian Vinister =a3id we sre uoholdine law and order but we

jas!
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are pawns between Covernment and the people who wish to do

. " ) ,
something for the inmates and those who don't.
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Friday, July 4th, 1975 The Columbian

A B.C. Penitentiary inmate took 2 bharber instructor hostage at
about 11:30 a.m. Assistant Director Fred Ieech said at noon
today that the inmate is holding the man in the prison barber
shop with a2 manufactured knife, probably obtained during one of

the meal periods.

I am in constant communication with the inmate, Mr. Leech said,
I am talking to him every fifteen minutes. So far everything

gseems cool.

Mr. Leech identified the inmate 2s Robert fary Hume who is

gerving time for armed robbery, theft and breakine and entering,

Cn Saturday, July 5th, the Columbian reports the second
hostage incident st the Penitentiary within a month ended
peascefully Friday night when an inmate received a guarantee

of psychiatric treatment.

Hume relessed the barber instructor at 7:15 p.m. in
exchange for a written promise of prolonged psychiatric

treatment.



Wednesday, July 23rd, 1975 The Columbian
PENITENTIARY SEALED OFF AS INMATES GC CN STRIKE

Prison officials sealed off the B.C. Penitentiary today as three
hundred inmates began the first day of a two day work stoppsge

aimed 2t getting priscners' rights.

The inmates will stay locked in their cells for the duration
of the strike, they want to form a2 prisoners' union. Inmates

not varticivating in the demonstration also are being kevt

tion

5]

lembers of the Prisoners' Tnion Committee, an orscaniz

nd

jav]

on the outside tried twice today to enter the prison
negotiate on behalf of the inmates. They were refused both

times,

The main points of the priscners' demands are their rights to

form a Union, plus basic economic and democratic risghts.

Prisoners' Union Committee members returned to the »nricon =t

rison

’3

:15 a.m. 2long with newsmen, they were ordered off the

NO)

proverty by guards posted at the entrances on Columbis Street.

Later Assistant Director J. RBultitude came out and met with the
€ix person delegation only to tell them that there had been no

sanction from Regional Headguarters for negotiation with P.U.C.

He saild all was quiet inside the Penitentiary with the prisoners

being given meals at the regular times.

Cn Thursday, July 24th, the Columbisn reports that B.C. Pen
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inmates have snubtbed a demand that they cut short their forty-

eight hour strike and return to normsl prison duties.

The directive came from Andre Therrien, Canadian Penitentiary
Service Commissioner, and was coupled with the refusal to
recognize a trade union style prisoners' group for dealing with

complaints.

Inside the vrison, J.P. Pultitude caid the inmstes remained

ocked in their cells. They are being fed and everything is

}—J

quiet and orderly, there is no disruption of any kind.

The QOttaws spokesman said the Penitentiary Service does not
csee the need to supvlant the existing grievance procedure,
which also operates on an individusal level, with 2 new trade

union style system.

The P.U.C. planned another demonstration tonight at 7:30 in
front of the prison. The rally is an attempt to show the
inmates there is someone outside who czres, 2 P.U.C. cspokec-

man caid today.

Cn Friday, July 25th, the Columbian revorts; R.C. Penitentiary
inmates continued their strike today despite the expiry of =
forty-eicht hour work stoppage and sit in to protecst

conditions in the vprison.

-

)

On Tvesday, July 29th;- Striking prisoners at lNatsqui

n

Institution ended their sit-in sirike early today but inmates

at the R.C. Penitentiary continue to remain in their cells
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today.

It had been thought that the inmates would end the sit-in at
midnight Monday or early this morning. FHowever, the
officials said at noon, the prisoners have refused to return

to work.

Continuation of the strike followed what prisoners union
committee called 2 victory celebration on the steps of the
Penitentiary WMonday. The Committee and inmates are demanding
that inmates be 2llowed to form 2 union within the Institution.
The Solicitor Zeneral and the Commissioner of Penitentisriss
have said that the prisoners union committee was completely
unacceptable and they would not discuse it with them in

British Columbiz or anywhere else in Canada.
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Saturday, August 2nd, 1975 The Columbian
PRISON SECURITY QUESTICNED

Blueprints showing the layout of the R.C. Penitentiary maximum
security section, including wall thickness and construction

details have fallen into the hands of the inmates.

li.P. John Reynold said Friday that the blueprints, three sheets
of them drawn by a Vancouver Engineering firm were pasesed to

him by an inmate in the protective custody section.

Reynolds sald the epicode explodes the belief that there is any

"real security within the prison."

He also said it shows that the Federal fovernment isn't serious
about phasing out the Institution because the blusprints

include planned renovations to RB-7 Rlock,

Some of the guys in the maximum security section are doing

time for safe cracking and breaking into banks.

Penitentiary Director Dragon Cernetic szid the blusorints

ct

don't pose 2 threat to vrison security.
( X Y

rivate opinion, there has 2lways been inmates working in the

(

I
Works

d

'ffice, these inmates have had access +o vlans, 3and the

(

inmates working in the maintenance division are concerned with
repairs to buildings, eguipment, machinery, plumbing and elec-
trical work therefore they probably know as much about the

Institution as any officer or Fngineering firm,

65}
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Monday, August 1lth, 1975 The Columbian

-~

NMATE HUNGER STRIKE DIDN"T SURVIVE LUNC
I_V_Ar,,..»J i,b; Tl L - Lz AL : L i ] J. L H

An announced hunger strike by the prisoners' union committee

1

failed to get any support from inmates in the B.C.

Penitentiary and the Matsqui Institution on Sunday.

The P.U.C. had organized the strike to coincide with the
ending of the eleven day work stoppage by inmates in Ontario

Millhaven Penitentiary.

2ut instead of giving up their meals the inmates in B.C.'s

+to main Federal Institutions turned up to be fed.

There was a "No" comment from P.U.C. headquarters today in
response to questions about how the strike would affect the

committee decision.

Inmates went on strike to back demands for the formation of
a prisoners® union which could bargain with the Penitentiary

cervice for better conditions and prisoners' rights.

Members of the P.U.C. who sald they would be available to
negotiate an end to the strike were ignored by prison

officiale and the Solicitor General's office.

Pricon officials reported that everything was "normel'

within the prisons.

-~ T
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PENITENTIARY INMATE ESCAPES FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES,

A sprained ankle foiled the escape attempt Tuesday morning
of a B.C. Peniténtiary prisoner who enjoyed only fifteen

minutes of freedom before beinz recaptured.

Two shots were fired into the air by prison guards in number
one and number four towers on Fast Columbia Street site of the

maximum security Institution.

The shots were only an attempt by guards to stop a 21 year

old inmate of Kamloops from his escape.

The inmate was being transferred from Kamloops to the B.C.
Penitentiary. He bolted at 9:40 a.m. and ran across the front

-~ .

lawn of the Institution as soon as Sherriff'e O0fficers opened

L

the rear of the van he had been travelling in.

In crossing the railroad tracks below Columbia Street the

s
v

Q,

nmate sorained his ankle and was recaptured soon after.

[

C
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Saturday, September 6th, 1975 The Columbian
PENITENTIARY GUARD MOVED AFTER DEATH THREATS
A. B.C. Penitentiary security officer has been transferred
from the prison because of threats to his life, Doug

VcCGregor of the Canadian Penitentiary Service said Friday.

s

Albert Hollinger is now working in the Service's Vancouver

Office on recruiltment and training.

During an investigation into a hostage taking incident June
9th, to 1lth, at the prison, Chief Justice John L. Farris said

lr. Hollinger deliberately mixed up the weapons used by a

Mr. licGregor said after Hollinger was identified he received
a number of threats "not only in the Institution but in letters

to him."



Saturday, December 27th, 1975 The Columbian

PROTESTORS PICKRET PENITENTIARY
Demonstrators calling for better prison conditions picketed
Christmas Day outside Oszkalla prison and the Pritish

tolumbia Tenitentiary in New Westminster.

Nine members of the Prisoners' Rights Group picketed in the

+ +he Correctional Centre for an hour, then moved on

)

rain

o)

{

to the Penitentiary where about fifteen more protestors

joined the demonstration.

Picket signs outside the Institution read "Guards holiday-

1327

prisoners hell day," but spokesmen for the Correctional Centre

and the Penitentiary said full staffs were on duty and special

prevarations were being made for Christmas dinner. A
spokesman for the Prisoners' Rights Group wanted to know

2 Christmae dinner would be included in the restricted

[}

i

diet given prisoners in solitary confinement.
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Wednesday, December 31st, 1975 The Columbian

COURT RULES SOLITARY CRUEI AND UNUSUAL "PENTHCUSE" PRISONERS

3

DENIED RIGHTS

Priconers keot in solitary confinement at the Pr tish Columbisa

=

Penitentiary were victims of cruel and unusual punichment,
Federal Court of Canada said Tuesday. INr. Justice Darrel
Uesld ruled that seven of eight prisoners held in the 11 ¥ 6

cells of the "penthouse" 2t New VWestminster were denied the

rotection of the Canadian Bill of Rights

1 think the treatment would be cruel and unusual because it is
not in accord with public standards of decency and prooriety,
cince it is unnecessary because of the existence of adequate

slternatives, Judge Heald said in a fifty-six page ruling.

The Ruling supported the civil esuit of seven prisoners, some

one thousand days in

'._lo
O
o8
D
>
(@]
o3
H

of whom were kevt for vper
what they called the "penthouse" at New Weetminster, hut
what wae deccribed by vrison authorities as Special Correct-

ionzl Tnits.

Judge Heald said defendent Dragon Cernetic, Director of the
Penitentiary and the Crown gave no evidence that conditions
in solitery confinement at the prison were similar to other
Institutions in the country, he sa2id the plaintives vprovided
evidence that the conditions at the 2,C. Panitentiary were

much more severe.
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B.C. Penitentiary Cfficials are waitines to see a copy of the

ruline before decidines what action *to take.

i)

We haven't received word from the Justice Devsrtment on what

to do, =aid the Deputy Director.

The report is fifty odd pages long, will have to get a2 copy

first before we can respond to it, he said.

On Friday, January 2nd, 1976, the Columbian reports: There
will be no immediate changes in conditions in the R.C.

Penitentiary's solitary confinement unit, says prison

-

Director Dragon Cernetic.

Director said that nothing will be done until ordered by

3
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the Commiesioner of Penitentiaries, Andre Therrien, or by

ing prison
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Parliament, which could ch

onerations.

Cn January 8th, the Columbian report; Nirector of the British
Columbia Fenitentiary, Dragon Cernetic, czid today he has

than the unit ordered cloeed
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D

by Canadian Federal Court Judge

I have recently returnad from visits to San Quentin in
California and lacNeill in Washinston and I say our cells are
as good as any. However, we do have s0lid doors, something that

was not prevalent in other vprisons.

Mr. Cernetic mzde the observations 2t a2 mornine news conference
called "to discuse the colitary confinement unit® at the .0,

Penitentiary.
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The S.C.U. will be converted to a protective custody unit the
Director said. "The segregation unit will remsin but in 5

different format. The cells will be revamped to contain all the

amenities of normsl detention cells,

Mr. Leech, Assistant Director of Security, szid Mr. Justice
Heald's decision has not adversely affected the morale of the

prison staff,.
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Thursday, January 22nd, 1976 The Columbian
PENITENTIARY SERVICE BACKS TACTICAL SQUAD
™he Canadian Penitentiary Service lssued a statement on
Wednesday exoressing full support for =2ll the guards
tsctical squad at the British Columbia Penitentiary in their

actions at the hostage taking incident last yesar which

resulted in the death of 2 orison social worker.

The statement came after the conclusion Tuesday of a pre-

liminary hearing for three convicts charged in connection with

the incident. The three were committed for trial by Judge

b

Philip Govan of B.C. Provincial Court on five charges.

)]

The Penitentisry Service said all members of the tsctical
sguad performed their duties sccordineg to regulation and to
the best of their sbility. Conseguently, they have the full

support of the Canadian Penitentisaryv Service 2nd no

o

discivplinary sction will be taken.
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Wednesday, February 11lth, 1976 The Columbian
DRUSG OVERDCSE SUSPECTED INTC R,C. PENITENTIARY NEATHS

Two B,C. Penitentiary Inmates are dead following a suspected

et

-

drug overdose, & prison official szid today.

h

Michasel Arsenault, 22, was the first to die. He collapsed
Saturday in the prison's exercise yard shortly after 3:00 p.m.
and wae pronounced dead on arrival at the Royal Columbisn

Hospital.,

The second death occurred Monday and at 5:20 p.m. guards
found Gerrard Gosselin slumped in his cell. He was ruched to

Poyal Columbian Hospital and was oronounced dead at 6:00 b.m.

The Columbisn of Tuesday, April 27th, reports that Analysts
have been unasble to determine the cause of death for two
prisoners, VMichasel Arsenault, and Gerrard Gosselin, who died

as reported by the Columbian on the 11th of February, 190764,
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Thursday, February 19th, 1976 The Columhbian
INMATES DEMAND DRUGE
The 2B.C. Penitentiary was thrown into its fifth hostage taking

incident in a year early thics morning when three priconers

grabbed three guards at knife point.

The Canadian Penitentiary Service told the Columbian that
Lucas and Bruce, two of three inmates involved in a hostage
taking incident last June, were involved in today's incident
along with Dwight ILow, who is serving 2 prison term for

robbery and drug offences.

Herb Rennett, Assistant Regional Director of Security, said, we
are in s holding pattern at the moment, the only thing they

have asked for so far is the vain killing drug demerol.

The guards were taken about 8:20 2.m. this morning in the P-7
srea below the "penthouse" where they work. We can't relesce
the names of the hostages until we have contacted their

families.

They asked for any intermediaries or anything elce except the
drugs. We haven't taken any action atout sending in a tacticzl
unit because we don't know whether it will be necessary. The
hostages were released at 11:15 p.m. Thursday after 2 tense
fifteen hour ordeal. The hostages were lNaurice Ford, 48,

and Vincent Steve Jarvis, 20. R

A third hostage, Donszsld Crawford, 56, was releaced unharmed

shortly after a three person negotiating team of lawyers met
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at.the Penitentiary.

The three inmates made nine demands as follows:

1. Hot and cold water piped into isolation cells.

2. Segregated inmates be given the privelege of outside
yard exercise.

3. A medical specialist examine Lucas concerning 2 hernis
condition and Bruce concerning a jaw bone graft.

L, Changes to be made as to procedures governing the
inmate dieciplinary court.

5. That outstanding discivlinary charees, if any beings
congidered, be dropped.

6. That no discinlinary charges be laid in recsard to the
current incident.

7. That Hogan vhone NMres, Lucas.

8. That the three inmates be granted a transfer to the
Dorchester Penitentiary and be returned for court

acvpearances as scheduled in local courts.

The transfer of the inmates in question will tzke place tomorrow,

February 20th.

incident at the RB,C. Penitentiary,

I}
[

After aznother hostage takin

-

one now must woncer what the future holds for Prison Director

Dragan Cernetic.

In 211 fairness the entire blame cannot be put on Cernetic's
broad shoulders. The entire Justice Syctem in Cansda seems to

be in 2 chaotic mecss.
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It would not be fair to say that Cernetic is incompetent.
He has the training and exverience to vperform effectively.

But, maybe like a csharply horned athlete he needs a change of

scenery to operate effectively.
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Monday, March 22nd, 1976 ~ The Columbian

RISONER WALKS QUT

s}

A B.C. Penitentiary inmate walked out of the prison's bhack

gate today and escaped.

New Westminster City Police quickly organized 2 manhunt for

Leonard David Clemens 23, who escaved between 8 and 9:00 a.m.

Penitentiary spokesman, Jack Stewart, said the guard manning
the gate on the vrison's North Side (West Side) mistook the

prisoner for an Instructor.

Clemens was dressed in heavy coveralls and had been working

in the paint shop.

Clemens, who walked away from the ®,C. Penitentiary will likely
never be returned to Canada. Clemens wss recaptured in
Sacremento, California, yesterday and is being returned to

San Diego to complete a sentence for attempted murder. Fe

then must face a robbery charge in Cresgon.

B}
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A member of the B, enitentiary staff indicated, "I don't

C

went him back here 2ll that badly."
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Saturday, April 3rd, 1976 The Columbian

DANGZRCUS ESCAPEER RENAINS AT LARPAR
Lower lMainland Police are still searchinge for a 2.0,

-
|

nitentiary inmate who eccaved from custody Friday in Whalley,

O]

"

le escaped when he was a2llowsd to use the washroom of the

.

Whalley Powling Centre without sumervicion by 2 prison
Y v

j-ae

employee he was helping,

llacDonald and the employee were makinz rounds outside the prison
(they were picking up goods from Natsqui to be deliverad to the

enitentisry) in an Institution truck to pick up items

[es]
Q
e}

for the vrison,.

+

(o}

nesde

C

The driver let MacDonald go into the bowling centre to use the
washroom, and the inmate, dressed in prison clothes, wac

n

able to escave. MacDonald hed been assictin

~+

ver i1or

|ie

the dr

3

MacDhonald was recaptured by Surrey 2,.0.V.D. on April U4th,
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Thursday, April 8th, 1076 - The Columbian

RN

PEN GUARDS, STAFF, TCITD NC MCRR LRA¥KS
The Canadian Penitentiary Service has cracked down on lesks to

the preses from prison guards and staff working at the B,C.

rective from Acting Director

[=h

Orders, issued in the form of a d

for C.FP.S., Doug McGregor, were cent to regional representatives

of the P.S.A.C. on February 25th.

Cusrds and vrison staff were told not to releacse informstion

to the press without vrior clearance from C.P.Z, officiale.
The Directive was relessed after guards and gtaff at the

the resienation of nrison NDirector
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5 where Hwo

Dragon Cernetic after 2 hostage taking inciden

t

prison gusrds were held at knife point by three inmates for

fiftesn hours.
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Monday, April 26th, 1976 The “Columbian
SPECIAILY PROTECTED INMATRES SRIZE AUARDS
An investigation is under way todav in the ®,C., Penitentiary

into the latest in a series of hostage taking incidents.

D

Canadian Penitentiary Service Officials, expressed surprise
at the drama, the gixth in fourteen months, took vlsce when

it did.

The thirteen hour ordeal began at 9430 v.m. Saturday when

three guards, & standsrd night shift in the unit, were

N

seized by four prisoner

I am 2 l1ittle diszpvnointed to =ay the least that these vpeonle
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who we are obliged to protect from the &
ponulation would put the guards in that ¥kind of jeopardy,

¢ Pesion,

[

sald Acting Director from the Pacif

The prisoners were armed with knives, Jack Stewart, Regional
Public Relations Cfficer for the Penitentisry Service, would

ble =zecuritv oroblem z2nd I can't
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say only that

talk about it."

The three guards were; Iir. Frew, liike Dobich 2nd Dale Lengwel.
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Wednesday, April 28th, 1976 The Columbian

AN EDITCRIAL:

There were more than a few disturbing aspects to last week-

ends hostage taking incident in the RB.C. Penitentiary, the least
D

nich was the overriding desire by local Penitentiary

O0fficials to hush the whole episode up.

There ie no doubt that the situation inside the Penitentiary
hae deteriorated to the point that no one seems to know what
+o do about it. Prisoners, Guards, COfficisls, 211 seem to be
2t each others throat with the various factions alternately

blaming the others for the power-keg they are 211 sitting on.

= 9]

It is no longer convenient to foist 211 the blame on the

or the scenes which seem to occur monthly in the

R

prisoners

[=

The situstion is co gerious within the Penitentisry that the
community outside has to be alarmed by the events taking place
there. Whether prison officials like it or not the pudlic has

a right to know what is hapvening. To try and censure or

.

or muzzle the vrecs is neither wise nor worth while.

Fventually the story gete out one way or snother.,

},J.
-t

In the latest incident, the vress was met by armed guards
vatrolling the perimeter. As there was little 1likelihood of any
of the inmates holding the staff hostasget getting out, one

f putting these armed

m
(@]

has to wonder what the purpose was

guards outside the prison walls.
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We don't think the residents of this area regard any of these

criminals as being worth of adulation, we certainly don't.

3

These veovle have been confined for very good reasons =nd

¢

prison is certainly the safest vlace for them. Put even so
they have rights. DMr., Justice Heald ruled that complaints
by inmates against solitary confinement as vracticed in the

Penitentiary was cruel and unusual punishment.

The Penitentiary Service hss to be judged by the results of
its labours and in the RB.C. Penitentiary those results have
been disassterous. Instead of trying to erect a2 wall of silence

around the prison, officials would be better off spending their

0

time finding an answer to what is causing so much trouble

within the Penitentiary.
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Thursday, April 29th, 1976 The Columbian

=]

4

"IGHTENS

PRISON SECURITY

'

The trouble-plagued E.C. Penitentiary moved Wednesday to control

dangerous prisoners by setting up a super-maximum security

unit.
Dragon Cernetic, Director, said that the former segregation

area known as the penthouse, has been degﬂgmmd 2 super-maximum

security unit with s population of thirty-five vrisoners.

t+

The unit has forty-four cells.

Sufficient changes have been made in +he penthouse ares so

that we can function within the Federal Court Ruling,

The Director sz2id, the new securitv unit will be staffed by
a pvermanent team of twenty-eight security officers who will

not rotate through other positions in *he prison.

There was no permanent team under the previous system,
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Seturday, May 8th, 1976 The Columbian
TCP CCNVICT-STUDENT RIPS PENITENTIARY SYSTEM
Framed by iron bars, a.lone tuliov propped in 2 vlastic orange
the hsl

frca

way between the

f=e
=

cup sits on the window sill

receptlion room and the library.

"Ladies and Centlemen, Honoured Fuests, Faculty lMembers, and

my Fellow-what.,"
How should I address my fellows? Should T say fellow students

or should I say, fellow prisonercs?

<

In what is the first cautious, foray by members of the vpublic
inside the beleaguered walls of the E.C. Fenitentiary in
almost a year, invited guests mingled with inmates on Friday
durine a special awards and certificste ceremony for
seventeen Penitentiary inmates who are aleo University of

Victoria students.

The prison University course procram cet un four years sso
offers full credit courses in Anthropology, ®nglish, History,

Philosovhy, Psychology and Sociolosy for conviecte.

“ut that orogram, according to inmate and student Frank
"nes

“uiney, who delivered the valedictory address, Survives in

spite of - not because of the vprison existence."

Cutside this room, out there all around us, is functioning a
gick monstrosity, a prison, where society-tries to hide all

1ts problems and mictakes.
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T have no interest in bitching or grousing or twisting the
1ion's tail or should I say, the dragon's tail. I simply wish

to point out to you that I have much difficulty a2t this moment

t

separating my two identities. "I have nothing - repesa
to say about prisons. They are csick: are useless; they are

distructive."

Though he admitted a very real sense of gratitude for the
University program, which he called "one of the few breaths
of fresh air available to us," Cuiney said it is not really
part of the prison, the prison program does not bend much

to suit the University purpose.

Calling himself "Canada's oldest living juvenile delinguent,”

the forty-three year old Culney gaid he first entered the Pen

when he was nineteen. "There wasn't a University program
in those days." The prison existence trains veople to think

like priscners, to act like orisoners and to react like prisoners,

Sy

+hat is the desdly varadox society has set for itself, he said.

. .

The Priscn Administrator's task 1s an "impossible" one,
expecting them to produce normal people while forcing them
to conform for long periods of time to an atinormal environment.

Tt can't work. It is an exercise in futility.

"At +the scame time, I would be less than honest if I said
that I was not grateful for this University program,

consciously, personally thankful that it is here,” said Guiney.
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Cuiney received three awards for academic accomplishment in
Fistory, Philosophy and Psychology, as well as a certificate

for completing fifteen and twenty-nine credits.

During the socialization hour held in the reception room after
the ceremonies, fuiney who still has six years left to
complete his sentence, said he would like to study law when

he gets out.

"I might be the first senior citizen to be celled to the

bar," he said.
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Wednesday, July 7th, 1976 The Columbian
INMATES, GUARDS, BLAVMED IN PENITENTIARY DEATH
The actions of inmate Andy Bruce and the Tactical Squad
caused the "unnatursl and accidentzl' death of prison
classification officer Mary Steinhauser, a seven man New
Westminster County Coroner's Court Jury decided Tuesday.

te deliberations

(e

The Jury, which took eight hours tc finish
found that the six man squad was justified in opening fire
becsuce officers were convinced Steinhauser's life was in

jeopardy.

Tt took Coroner Doug Jack five minutes to read out the Jury's
verdict and recommendations as & marathon inguest drew to a

close.

3

The Juror's statement read: The bullet which killed Mary

Steinhzuser came from the gun of a member of the Tactical

Squad;. Their zction was precipitated by inmate Andy Bruce

N
m

inhsuser between himself and the

.\A

o
v}

vtecauce he held liss

menner leading the squad to believe that

m

Tactical Sousd in

ner life was in immediate jeopardy from his knife.

ct

"Although this attaches resvonsibility to both the Tactical

mn

,

“quad and Bruce, we find that the Tactical Squad was

justified in their actions inasmuch as they acted in the line
J

n

of duty in the firm belief they were acting to save Mis

y

This is the srticle in part.
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londay, July 19th, 1976 The Columbian
PRISON INMATE HURT IN KNIFING
A twenty-four year old B.C. Penitentiary inmate was in
catisfactory condition today in Royal Columbisn Hospital

following a stabbing incident in the prison auditorium.

The stabbing occurred after lights were turned out orior to
+he start of an evening movie attended by one hundred and fifty-
ceven inmates. The inmate either doesn't know or won't say

who inflicted the wounds. Police are still investigating.
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Tuesday, August 10th, 1976 The Columbian

ey

PRISONERS JCIN NATIONAL HUNGER STRIK
Only seventy-two of four hundred and fifty prisoners at the
P.C. Penitentiary ate breskfast today as most joined in a
twenty-four hour hunger strike to protest the use of solitary

confinement in Federal Tnstitutions,

A National supvort group called the hunger strike to commemorate
the deaths of two prisoners at Millhaven Penitentiary, Kingston,

Ontarioc. Cne died in 1974 and the other earlier this year.

Seven prisoners rights supporters were parading outside the

.C. Penitentiary this morning to support the prisoners inside.

w
3

3

ney erected 2 large card on the cairn listing the names of
fifty peoole who they claimed died during the past five years

while being confined in various B.C. Tnestitutions.

Director of the William Head Correctional Centre, said

everything was normal at the Inetitution near Victoria.

A Penitentiary Service spokesman said many prisoners were not

aware the hunger strike had been called,
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Wednesday, September 1st, 1976 The Columbian
GUA?DS FOTL ANOTHZR PENITENTIARY HOSTAGE TAKING
A B.C. Penitentiary inmate with only six months of a two year

centence left to serve now faces a possible five more years

behind bars.

Penitentiary spokesman, Jack Stewart, said today that Richard
Alexander, 21, grabbed a guard Tuesday night in the East Wing

of Tier 1 E.

Ten minutes later, prison guard, John ILakusta, grabbed
Alexznder's hand and with the help of other guards, disarmed
nim. Alexander was armed with 2 dull butter knife, ssid

Stewart.

Charges of unlawful confinement and vossession of a dangerous

weavon have been laid against Alexander.
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Tuesday, August 10th, 1976 The Columbian
PRISONERS JOIN NATIONAL HUNGER STRIKE
Only seventy-two of four hundred and fifty prisoners at the
P.C. Penitentiary ate breakfast today as most joined in a2
twenty-four hour hunger strike to protest the use of solitary

confinement in Federal Tnstitutions.

A National supvort group called the hunger strike to commemorate
the deaths of two prisoners at Millheven Penitentiary, Kingston,

Ontario. One died in 1974 and the other earlier this year.

Seven prisoners rights supporters were parading outside the

E.C. Penitentiary this morning to support the prisoners inside.

They erected a2 large card on the cairn listing the names of
fifty peoole who they claimed died during the past five years

while being confined in various B.C. Institutions.

Director of the William Fead Correctional Centre, said

everything was normal at the Tnetitution near Victoria.

A FPenitentiary Service spokesman said many prisoners were not

sware the hunger strike had been called,
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Friday, September 10th, 1976 The Columbian
B.C. PENITENTIARY DECLARES STATE CF EMERGENCY
Penitentiary Officials have declared a state of emergency at

DPenitentiary following demands by suards for operational

¢

the
changes within the Institution.
The guards backed up their demands by refusing to work over-

time Thursday and the prison service responded ordering them

to stay on the job or face discivlinary action,

The confrontation was apparently set off by the recent stabbing
death of inmate John Fouts who was stabbed Sunday by a2 number

of fellow inmatec.

v,P, John Reynold said he has information from an 2nonymous

the prison

]

guard "it wze cheer negligence" on the part o

sdministration which led to the man's death.

reynolds, spoke to the guard foday, said certain inmates -
who chouldn't have been there - were loose on the tier ac
Fouts and othere were going back to their cells after watching

Canada Cup game.

j8Y)

The lapse of security, the lack of action by Penitentiary
officisls to correct the situation forced the New

WVestminster Local of the P.S.A.C. to declare an overtime ban

2t 6:00 p.m. Thursday, gaid Reynolds.
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A

ale, however, declared an emergency situation

[

Penitentiary offic
at 3:00 p.m. the same day which allows them to order the

suards to work overtime to maintain normal orison routine.

Under the emergency conditions all neceseary vositions will

be staffed to maintain security.

Vocational and educational programs will be cut back. John
Iskueta, Precident of the P.S.A.C. Local, caid he had been
directly ordered by Cernetic, not to make any comment on the

situation.

Tuesday, September Z2let, 1976, the Ceclumbian reported; A
twelve day emergency situation &t the Penitentiary ended

Monday when guards agreed to 1ift an overtime ban.

of a meeting Monday between

®
m
o
}.—l
ot

The actions are 2 direct v
Pricon Director and Guards' Union Representatives, of the

ko)

P.S.A.C,

The suards are convinced that management is taking actlon

oq
9
m
o

on twenty-four demands made to the prison administration in

early Sevptember.
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B. C. PENITENTIARY INMATES RICT, GRAR HOSTAGE

g

orces Rase in

0]

Heavily armed soldiers from the Canadian
Chilliwack, took up positions around the B.C. Penitentiary
today while ingide two hundred rampaging orisoners finished

demolishing the prison's East Ving,

~

The army arrived at about 11:15 some twenty hours after

9

ne

overran the Tacst Wing forcing prison guards *o

m

prisoner

evscuste the two hundred and forty cell section.

Thie incident occurred at 3:00 p.m. Monday as the prisoners

v

were let out of their cells for showers.

At 7:00 p.m. ten inmates took two hostages, 2 guard and &

kitchen employee, and held them in the kitchen area.

At first orison authorities believed they were dealing with

« but later Penitentisry svokesman Jack

t

e inciden

by}

ra

+

two

0]
()

o

S+ewart, admitted thst both were related.

Fifty combat ready troops took over verimeter patrols and
4.9,

external cecurity from vrison guards shortly after their

transport brought them to the prison gates.

. Cfficers cervine in the tactical

squads, riot control units had sealed off the Tast Wing from

lesse handed out to reporters the prisoners,

D
-

In 2 prese Tr

speaking through their inmate committee, said the rampage
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3

through the East Wing was vart of 2 deliberate attempt to

aid "the inmate

)]

demolish the prison. The statement

committee wants it made public how this incident came about

and to expocge the corruption in this Institution.”

No demands to escape have been made by anyone including the
inmates who are holding hostages in the kitchen area. The
cause of this incident lies other than the orisoners, and we

want to prove this to the public. This Institution will

probably never function again as it was because we stop here.

t

The Fast Wing will never be used again. t is destroyed.

>
The Institution started getting demolished Friday but it was
kept under cover this long, there was only more agitation by

a small group of guards.

0n Fridsvy 211 the *toilets in empty cells were destroyed, on
Y Yy

the emoty cells were destroved and

3

Saturday a1l furniture i

on Sunday the railings slong the tiers went,

Nay, food services
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The hostages were identil

were unhsrmed at prescs
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officer, snd guard Wayne
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time and were being held at

Inmates beings held in the suver-maximum security section of

nm

LA Sl

the prison were not involved in the riot and were under tight

security.

Throughout the night, R.C.IM.F. patrol care were constantly

y]

te

8

driving vo to the prison and around a2 side road to the gz

of No. 2 tower.



834 B
On Thursday, September 30th, 1976, the Columbian reports the

rebellion inside the walls of the Penitentiary could end today

oo

£ inmates and prison negotiators can reach agreement on the

last three inmate demands.
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In Ot+taws, Solicitor General Francis Fox
scceleration of 2 building program to replace 0ld prisons

such ss the 2,C. Penitentiary.

Penitentiary would be used only

¢

Tox also said force at th

on hisg orders.

Neanwhile & large segment of the prison is still controlled

by two hundred prisoners who have now spent three days

barricaded in the East VWing.

4 statement by the Inmate Committee announced that the

brisoners' main demand was to get the guards off the tiers
and turn effective control over to police or the army. We
want comeone on the tiers who won't vevver the place with

4

shotgun blasts.

The inmates fear for their lives on a mass ccale. The

cituation is desperate. Ve feel the control of the prison

must be taken away from the custodial staff, maybe with the

Army or the R.C.M.P..involved thinegs can get under way in a
Y 2 g y

practicsl manner.

Fridsy, Cctober lst, an eighty hour revolt to protest conditions
nt +the ctrife torn F.C. Penitentiary ended early this morning

with the releass of guard Wayne Culbert.
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Culbert was released following negotiations between inmates
spokesman and the administration that resulted in 2 nine
voint agreement, guaranteeing, among other things, a public

inguiry into the orison's future.

The agreement slso means that two hundred prisoners who had
barricaded themselves into the badly damaged Zast Wing will

be moved to other aress of the Institution.

The gix inmates who were holding the young guard hostage
turned themselves into the R.C.M.P. and were ftaken to the

Burnaby Detachment cells,

Negotiating for the prison was Jim Murvhy, Regional Director,

fde

and Ken FPetersen, Acting Prison Director for Dragon Cernetic

who ig in hospital,

The agreement was signed by the administration, the inmate

committee, the R.C.VM.P..2nd the citizen's advisory committee.

P

4 two page document was called "victory" for the inmates by

the prisoners' union head Ivan Horvat, a convicted murderer.

~
D

ep the R.C.M.P. on hand reflected the prison-

3

he agreement to
er's distrust of guards who had been seeking beefed-up

security measures at the prison.

About one hundred and twenty-five volicemen in riot gesar are

now on duty at the Penitentiary. .

1so provides that 211 inmates seeking
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voluntary transfers to another prison will be referred to a
committee consisting of a general transfer board and the

citizen's advisory committee for a decision.

Prison spokesman, Jack Stewart, said two hundred and forty
cells were wrecked at the prison, and when combined with the
destruction from 2 riot at Lavel prison there 1s now a short-

age of maximum security accomodation in Canada.

Murphy said the disturbance showed that while the system has

still too slow

n

improved in the last few years, the change 1

~

for some people. He supported the concept of R.C.M.F. officers

manning the prison, saying it will relieve recent long periods

of staff shortages.

During the riot a request was made to medical staff at the
Royal Columbian Hospital to go on an emergency standby to

treat tear-gas victims. (Tear gas was not used. )

New Westminster M.P., Stuart Legrgatt s2id today it is fime the
prison was moved and reduced into emzller Institutions.

"T don't condone the inmates' destruction of the Penitentiary"
c3id Legeatt, but I think the Solicitor General has a golden

opportunity to move the Penitentiary.

Saturday, October 2nd, the Columbian reports; Guards at the
B,C. Penitentiary are threatening to resign en masse or to
walk off the job in the wake of this weeks riot and hostage

taking.
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John Lakusta, President of the P.S.A.C. Local which represants
guards at the prison said, if the authorities had taken action
once the riot got under way, they should have sealed off the
area and locked up a2ll inmates, should have used tear-gas.
"Preserving vroperty is important because the public is footing

the bill."

ctoris

e

David Vickers, Deputy Attorney-General, said in V
Friday afternoon that charges would be laid as the result of the
insurrection at the Penitentiary, he said it would take 3

week to ten days for R.C.M.P. and the Crown Prosecutors to

The guards are tense and I am sure the inmates are still
tense said Jack Stewart, C.P.S. spokesman. "It takes awhile
to come down from this four day high." About one hundred
and Tifty armed forces personnel will continue to patrol the

prison until noon Wednesday.

The vrisoners were ftaken to the gymnasium, searched,

photographed, and given medical check-ups if requested.
Priconers in the gymnasium were given mattresses and guarded

by R.C.IM.P. and vprison staff pending transfer.

On Cctober 4th; A citizen's advisory member caid Penitentiary

.

ervice Spokesman is inflaming the current situation at the

"

r
7
<

2.C. Penitentiary, by referring to 'death threat' signs a2imed
2t the vprison guards by some of the three hundred and fifty

prisoners now sequestered in the orison gymnasium.
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Stewart denled that his statements were inflammatory and =aid
he would not release the names of the security staff who

appeared on the posters Sunday.

The clean-up of the wrecked East Wing which began Saturday
by the Surrey based Seaward Construction I1td., continued

Sunday and today.

Cctober 5th; Jack Stewart said, damage to the RB.C. Penitentiary
following last weesks disturbance is now estimated at $1.5
million, he said officisle in Cttawa haven't yet decided what
damaged areas of the prison will be re-opened, it hasn't

been finslized how much of that amount will be spent.
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tewart said eighteen prisoners have been transferred out

the disturbance, and another twenty-four would be sent to
Agassiz lMountain prison later this weesk,

Cetober 6th, Columbian reports; Pricon guards st the 2.C.
Penitentiary could take job action seversl weeks if the
Penitentiary Service doesn't cancel the pact that ended lacst

weeks eighty-cne hour seige.

t

revoking

]

A lawyer for the inmates union, warned Tuesday tha

+

Ay

nistration

e

the agreement between orisoners and the adm
representatives could destroy the bargaining process st any

further disturbtances.,

The Penitentiary guards met Tuvesday and voted to go along with
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+their National Executive and remain at work for the present.

Some points of the agreement include:-
1. A full public inguiry into conditons at the Penitentiary.
2. R.C.M.P. to take control of the inmates who held the two
hostages and transfer them to another Institution.,
3., R.C.M.P. to remain within the prison for two weeks,
. Inmates wanting to transfer from the Penitentiary will
have their requests considered by regional transfer board

and citizen's advisory committee.

n

. There is to be no physical punishment of any inmate in-
volved in the disturbance and no internal disciplinary
charges laid until after the public ingquiry has concluded

and a2 report published.

Stern, a lawyer for the inmates, said he couldn't understnad
the guards reaction because none of the points in the pact
pose any security problem or put guards in danger. He also
said the agreement wasn't legsl becsuse it was negotiated
under duress, but said the Commissioner SOUWd not cancel it if

the administration is to maintain
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inmates.

Szturdayv, October 9th, 1976 the Columbian revorts: Complaintes
ahout caniterv conditions a2t the R,7, Penitentiarv by
nriconere forced o sleep in the pricon gymnacium after 5

riot in which they wrecked their cell block got little

sympathy from Penitentiary service officials Friday.
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The more than two hundred prisoners comrlained of the lack of
toilet paver and clean laundry and ssid more than a ton of rain
soaked putrid garbage "has accumulated at the side door of the

gymnasiuvm. "

A spokesman for the Penitentiary “ervice, said there were
problems st the Penitentisry, but many of them were cauysed by
the nrisoners themselves, "If there are hardships, 1it's un-

fortunate" =aid Stewart, "but I can't sympathize with them a

creat desl.”

The shortcomings of the dormitory-ztyle living were outlined
ty the priscners in a letter written in defence of prisoner’s

. from the Penitentiary

(=)

righte advocate Clare Culhane, barre

for acting as an unauthorized carrier of vrisoners' letters,

On Saturday, October 16th, the Columbisn reports; a lone
R,.C.IM.P. officer ig 811 that remains of the police squads
called into helo guard the rioting prisoners tweo weeks ssg0

2t the R.C. Penitentiary.

The other officers were withdrawn Friday morning and revnlaced

by prison susrds. They are guarding approximately ftwo hundred
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=till housed in the prison's gymnasium.

-+

About fifty vprisoners have been transferred to medium security

Tnstitutions since the riot that ended Cctober let,

Canadian Armed Forces Percsonnel who were alsec called in during

the incident are still manning guard ftowers at the Penitentiary.

8
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It is not know when the troops will be withdrawn from their
duties there.

About one hundred prisonere a2t the Penitentiary could stay in

the eymnasium until January. Ve are now looking at the first

week in January for the transfer of the inmates to Mission.

There are many reasons for this, includine a

ugh an orientatior veriod.

&)
C

ctaff to go thr
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Thureday, October 2lst, 1976 The Columbian

PENITENTTIARY TO BE REPAIRED: CERNETIC REMCVED.

L i

The Canadian Penitentisry Service has de¢ided to renovate the

the Penitentiary and remove Dragon Cernetic from overall

command.

[l

pegional Director, Jim Murphy, s3id there is nowhere else in
Canzda to put the inmates who rioted in late September and
destroyed the Tast Wing, they will have to stay and the structure

be repaired. A= Tor Cernetic, the latest victim of events at

Hie job will be temporarily filled by Bob Swan, a former

(D
,+
|.: .

guard et the P ary and now Assistant Security Director

=t the new Mission pricon.

ition will be held by the C.P.S, to find a candidate

to fill the job full time.

wan cesme to have the rackinge of the gcusrds snd two cvokes-

men have already s2id they welcomed the announcement.

Cernetic's reassignment to the Vancouver Feg sional Office

where he will be in charge of special projects was a mutual

asreement between Cernetic and Murphy.

The new position is not a demotion and had nothing to do with

Cernetic's verformance in the past three years.



835 A
Saturday, Cctober 23rd; Seven inmates of the =,(. Penitentiary
wefe removed from the gymnzsium for their own protection after
a disturbance early this morning. The seven are being housed

in another vart of the prison "where they will be safe.,"

ne this

e

Comment was refused this morning on reports the fight
morning was svarked when prisoners learned of the decision to

rebuild the Fast Wine.

Three of the inmastes were roughed-uv by other inmates, one was

»

taken to Royval Columbian Hospital sufferine from what mav be
Yy

2 skull fracture. There 1s no report on his condition. Another

t

inmate suffered = broken nose and wag trested in the prison

nor facisl cute.

(=)

hospnital. The third suffered m

To vrevent further outbreaks, the vrison adminicstration scked

' 0 tell the inmates more violence

+

the prisoners' committee

breach of the zcreement which ended the

V]

would be concidered

recent riot.

D

(&)

n Friday, Cctober 20th, the Columbian reports 2 number of

ostage grabbing inmates at the B.C, Penitentiary is about to

e

be increaced by two as vrisoners who took part in Dorchacster

hostagze takine will bhe trancsferred here,

Cn Vonday, November lst, from the Columbian: A spokesman for
the 2.0, Penitentiary, =s2id Sunday, vprison authorities helieve

they have foiled 2 bid by vprisoners in the gymnasium to tunnel

out through the concrete floor.

Jack Stewart, Penitentiary svokesman, said "when we becams
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aware of what they were doing, Actine Director 20b Swan told
them that if any broke out of the gymnasium, he would use
whatever force was necessary." 1In effect he told them it was

up to them to control their own people.

Abcut one hundred and fifty orisoneres remzin in the gymnasium
after more than two hundred and fifty were moved there sfter
they destroyed their cells. Stewart said we heard the chipping
last week and it did not take us longs to determine what they

were doing, we have not heard any more chivpine since we con-

fronted them with the situation.

construction of the Tast Wing in the B.C. Penitentiary.

The spokesman saild one hundred cells in the wing will be
refurbished and enlarged, while one hundred other celles will be

eliminated.

November 2Z23rcd; Prisoners removed from the P.C. Penitentiary
auditorium on Monday, set fires behind the stage, doing sn

undertermined amount of damssge to the sudi

fire followed the exvlocsior of 2 nipe homb early Vonday

D

morning which did no damzece but caused an eardrum injury to 2

guarcd who was close by when it exnloded.

The C.P.¢. sookesman said trat the bomb, which exploded at
3:15 a.m. was intended to annoy the suarde and not to do any

real damage.

Someone Just rolled it along the floor to one of the barrier
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doors where it went off. The guard who slightly injured was

standing behind the door.

Acting Director Bob Swan went into the auditorium and told the

fifty-five inmates, that they would have to get out and back

into the damaged East Wing. Prison officisls were prevared to

.

eject the inmates forcibly if they refused to move.

The transfer was observed by the citizen's advisory committee

93]

and the R.C.IM.P,

Seconds after the orisoners were moved out flames cshot out
from behind thes stage. Muards mannsd fire hocges in an effort
to contain the blaze while units of the New Westmincter Fire

Devpartment rushed to the prison.

'3‘

Preliminary observation indicated the fire had been set in s
mattress and cardooard boxes. Chief Powell credited the prompt
actionby the guards for containg the blaze before we arrived

1arred area by orison officiale

made knives and
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other sherpened vieces of metal to be used as weapons by the

At present all fifty-five inmatss 2re being kept in separate
cells in the damaged Racst Wing, vortable toilets have been

placed in each cell, along with water vails,

Yot meals 2re beine served and plastic coverings have been

N

possible. Fortable heaters chould be in operation later today
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to help heat the place.

Cn Wednesday, November 24th, the Columbian reports: 2. C,
Penitentiary gymnasium (suditorium) turned into
Scrawled on the gymnasium wall was the message "what we wsant

and what we don't want we destroy."

m

Tuesday, December 7th: Inmates on hunger strike. Nearly hslf

=

of the oprison vopulation of three hundred and forty-nine 2t

the P.C. Penitentiary is on a hunger strike to protest livinge

e lus

conditionz in the riot-damaged Tast Wing of the Institution,

sald Jack Stewart.

Cf the demands, Stewart s3id the minimum wage ides is 2 nilot

3ICTO Canada, and ag

mn
mn
2

mn
0]

project underway in some Institutions

csuch ie still being congidered. He ssid it can't be broucht

into effect in New Westminster now. The wage is =2bout $1.95,

Forty-twoc prisoners now housed in the bottom tiers of the
Fact Wing have not esten since FTriday to back up comnlaints fo
lack of vrover bedding, inadecuate washinge and toile+

se, he e2id,
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The prisoners were joined in their hunger strike londeay by

D
=

one hundred and twenty-three orisonsrs in the P-7 YWing of the
pricson. DlNr. Stewsrt said the prisoners in the super-maximum

section, those 1in protective custody and those in the North

fing had not varticivated in the protest.

h, the Columbian reports: Ninety-five
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risoners in the North Wing joined the fasting protest, this

B

D
brings the number to two hundred and sixty.
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Prison officiale s3id the new fasters made no demands, but

earlier prisoners demanded 2 $3.00 an hour minimum wage for any

work and reconstruction of ths prison and some cell blocks.

O}

The five day hunger strike involving two hundred and sixty
pricsoners at the B.C. Penitentiary ended Wednesday. All thres
hundred and forty-nine prisoners =at down to dinner Wednesday

night. The convicts had decided continued fastines would serve

no useful purpose.

Jack Stewart said prison suthorities had agreed to make
superficial repsirs to the gymnasium, to improve exercising

facilitles.

said the prisoners were calling for an

m

Although earlier revport

increased minimum wage for prison work, Stawart ssid the
inmate committee never made that demand during the strike.
Thureday, December 16th, in the Columbian: A prison activiet
holdine & ten dav hunecer strike 2t the 2,70, Penitentiary

by police Wednesday affer she refused to leave.

Clair Culhane was charged with trecpassing after she told

ot

ing Prison Director 2ob Swan she wouldn't leave until
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de for imorovement in the Penitentiary were met.

m

eight dema

t

When Swan refused to discuss the first, that certain members

m .
2}

of the Citizen's Advisory Committee witne the talks, New
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Westminster Police were forced to carry her out of the building

to a patrol car and later into the police station.

Released 2 short time later, Culhane said she will vpicket

outside the orison and go without food until Christmas.

Ko}

Jack Stewart, said “wan is not prepared to debate prison

conditions with Culhane and a member of the Citizen's Advisory

Committes.

A press release printed before Culhane went into the offices
eaid she intended to remsinthere without food until +the eio
demands were met. Some of them were: A transfer of all men
out of the damaged East Wing to corridors, mT.V. Lounge and
Gymnasium. The reinstatement of visitine right. Inmates in
the super-maximum unit should be a2llowed to spend seversal hours
a day among the general population. A press conference with

the inmate committee and revresentatives of the super

maximum unit,
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Tuesday, December 2lst, 1074 The Columbian
BLTAK CHRISTNMAS AT PENITENTIARY, "AFTER A DIFFICULT YRAR®

Inmates at the B.C. Penitentiary will have sz very quiet

Christmas this year, according to Penitentisry spokesman Jack

n

tewart.

he three hundred and sixty-five prisoners will dine on turkey

}-

and all the trimmings Saturday, that will be just about the

extent of their celebration.

Christmas at the Pen wasn't always so bleak, Stewart said,

but this year *things have been just too difficult. We have

been zble to offer more in the past, and maybe we will again

next vear.

Prisoners did receive "Sunchine Paog" contsining fruit, candy

mn

and a Christmas card from the “alvation Army, along with
$8.00 to $30,00 worth of personal hygiene or specialty food

iteme which the inmates are allowed to order from outside.

Tuesday, December 28th, the Columbian reportg; A Christmas
Eve "tension getting stunt" to obtazin druss from the B.C.
Penitentiary Hospital resulted in sixteen prisoners being

icted minor cuts andg scratches,
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Fenitentiary spokesman Doug lMetGregor, s2id on lMonday. He said

the sixteen prisoners demanded but didn'+ receive trancguilizers,

=
®

The sixteen were amones thos resvonsible for the gymnasium fi

earlier this ya2ar, a2nd refuced thelr Chricstmas dinner when their



demands were not met.

)

The prisoners also creasted a disturbance on Sunday, and
an afternoon shift of guards stayed on duty until all wss
guiet. The disturbance coincided with the demonstration

outside the prison, organized by a orisoners' rights Zroup.



In 1976 the Federal Government appointed a Sub-Committee to inguire into
and bring in recommendations in the Penitentiary System in Canada.

The Committee arrived in Vancouver to interview Staff and Inmates
of the B.C.Penitentiary and other Federal Institutions in British
Columbia,

On February 14th.1977 the Sub-Committee met with a2 delagation from

d =

D

the Retired Federal Prison Officers Association of B.C.,who present

brief and answered questians,

The Parlimentary Sub-Committee also met with the Regional Director,
Regional Headquarters,and his Staff and in a later meeting with the
Vice President of the PSAC for the Pacific Region,

The evening of the 14th.the Sub Committee met with the John Howard
Society of British Columbia,The Indian Homemakers Association of

British Columbia and the Prisoners Rights Group,all at separate meetings,
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et with the Citi cory Committe
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On 15th.the Committe
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of the B.C.,Penitentiary and later a representation from the PSAC of the
B.C.Penitentiary Local.

February 16th,the Committee met with Inmate Committee of the Gensral
Population of the B.C.Penitentiary and representitives of the Protective
Custody Unit.Long Service committee of the B.C.Penitentiary Staff and
the Classification Officers of the B.C. Penitentiary.Director,Regional
Reception Centre and the B.C.Penitentiary Administeration.

he Parlimentary Sub-Committee on the Penitentiary System in Canada

=

made sixty five recommendations to the Solicitor General at the

conclusion of their sittinge,
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Friday, Merch 11lth, 1977 The Columbian
B.C. PENITENTIARY INMATES GUILTY QF EXTORTION
Three B.C. Penitentiary inmates were given maximum fourteen
years sentences Thursday when they were found cuilty in a

June, 1975, hostage taking.

Andy Bruce, Dwight Iucas and Claire Wilson had been charsed

tages and attemption to

)]

with unlawful confinement of fifteen ho
extort transportation to a foreisn coutry from 2 prison officer

without lawful justification.
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The guilty verdict followed almost sisht weeks of test
g y :

in B.C. Supreme Court in New Westminster.

The Judge said he imposed the maximum fourteen year term as

2 deterrant to others but called it, "totally inadequate.®
The Judge said the oriconsrs "sourned every hand in the

Penitentiary" except for Steinhauser and Touise Stratten,

4

q

another classi ) os,

ication officer who was taken hosta

Fe said he admired the respectful and disznified conduct of
the inmates durings the lengthy trial and urged them to work

their way out of the prison system.

Five E.C. Penitentiary inmates were sentenced <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>