





973

February 22nd, 1950 The Columbian

Terminating a career of thirty-six years in the B.C.
Penitentiary and Department of Justice Ser rvice, John Lewis
Goss, Deputy Warden, on Thursday commences six months

retirement leave, Warden R.S. Douglass announcsd today.

Mr. Goss joined the service in 1914 and served in World War I,

returning to the Penitentiary Service after the war.

Isiand "Pen Camp" set up for the

0]

He was in charge of the Pler:

oukhobors from 1932 to 1934, He was appointed Chief Keepar

o

at New Westminster in 1925 and appointed Deputy Warden in 1046,

F.CoBes Cummins is now acting as Deputy Warden. On +the 24th

)

of February 1950, Lt. Col., Fred C.RB. Cumminsg, Officer
Commanding Westminster Regiment has been appointed Acting
Deputy Warden at the B.C. Penitentiary. Col. Cummingz,
former Chief Clerk a2t the Penitentiary, will succeed Lewis
J. Gosg, who has retired. Cummine hss besn seve nteen years
in the Penitentiary Service, he haz 2 distinguished military

ne Second World War,
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March 2nd, 1950 The Columbian

CITY MAN TC BE INSTRUCTOR AT RCCKCLIFFE

CeAe Williamson, Head Schoolmaster and Librarisn at +he
B.C, Penitentiary has been summonad to Ottawa on loan as
Instructor at the Penitentiary Officers Training Course at

Rockcliff, Warden R. Douglass announced today.

Mr. Williamson leaves for the east on Friday. The next course

starts around March 13th.

The Chief Supervisor of the Rockecliffe School, Walter

Johnstone, is also from the New Westminster Institutiocn.

During the past two years the Depariment of Justice has been

iving courses in all branches of penology to staff officers.,
g g t ‘
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 3] s+
MARCH 1950, R.S. DOUGLASS, WARDEN

The pépulafﬁon showed an increase of nine during the last fiscal year. The total
stood at 487 as of 3lst March 1950 of which 452 were actually in prison of the
remaining 35, |5 were in provincial mental hospital 4 on temporary ticket of
leave for medical reasons and |6 Doukhobours were at Nelson, B.C. in charge of
B.C. Provincial Police, where they were appearing as witnesses for the Crown
Counsel. There were 168 males and 4 female convicts received during the vyear.
One of these was sentenced to an indeterminate sentence as a habitual criminal
This makes a total of three convicts serving indeterminate sentences. 150 male
convicts were discharged from the institution by reasons of expiration of sent-

ence, ticket of leave licence, pardoned and other reasons.

No deaths occured during the year in the convict population. The incidence of
veneral disease dropped to approximately I% of the total population, all
received the necessary treatment. On December 22, 1949 160 pints of blood were
donated by convicts to the Red Cross Clinic for blood transfusions. Prior to
this Col. M D. Robertson Provincial Doner Panel Organizer addressed the populat-
ion over the public address system and later an educational film was shown.

The response from the convict population was gratifying.

Rev. Father J. M. Barry replaced Rev. Father 0'Sullivan as Roman Catholic
Chaplain on September Ist, 1949. He reported an average attendance at Sunday
Service to be 125. An effort is being made to have those convicts who are
excused church attendance return for regular religious instruction. The well
equipped library is not being used by the convicts as much as it might. The
weekly papers and periodicals appear more popular. The Rev. B. H. Wallace,
Protestant Chaplain, reports good attendance at the church at the regular services
throughout the year. Bible instruction classes were continued with good results.
12 inmates were tfaking correspondence courses in Bible study and the Christain
way of life. Several of these courses were completed and proved of value. From
the Salvation Army, under Major Martain and later Major Wagner, visited monthly.
The Gideons held four services during the year. Classes were held in |74 noon

sessions with an average attendance of 18 and a total attendance of 68 convicts.

Those above grade six standing or registered for correspondence courses were

assisted during the school periods. Those with less than grade six were taught

in classes.

The first aid certificates were granted to ftwo successful candidates. One
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student is registered for courses from Queens University Extension Department

and one is taking a mechanical engineering course from the International Corres—
pondence Schooos. Two classes in minerology were continued. 16 of the |8 inmates
who wrote the examination at the conclusion of the course were successful in qual-
ifying for the government grub-stake allowance. Through the cooperation of the
Canadian Fishing Company and Nelson Bros. Fishing Company, Department of Fisheries
and International Salmon Fisheries commission a series of lectures was given on
all aspects of commercial fishing. This year control training was commenced in
the carpenter, machine and tinsmith shops, garage and engineers Departments. A
control fraining committee was formed and regular meetings with those shop
instructors concerned have taken place to discuss syllabi and solve training prob-
lems as they arise. There is control training in all shops with the exception of
the Tinsmith Shop owing to the resignation of the Instructor in September. With
appointment of a new Tinsmith Instructor in January 1950 control training in this
shop will be carried out during the coming year. All Departments under the super-
vision of the Chief Trade Instructor were wel | supplied with work during the year.
The qulaity of work turned out was on the whole quite good, and the majority of

the men thus employed received good training in their respective trades.

Production was up slightly from the previous year, another severe winter caused
damage fo berry canes, shrubs and climbing roses. Education films on horticul-
ture, educational books and pamphlets were made available +o convicts and pract-
ical illustration of knowledge thus gained is proving of benefit to those inmates

infending fo follow an agricultural vocation on release.

The Rev. J. D. Hobden was appointed as Western Representative of the Remission
Service. A report on each applicant for ticket of leave licence is now prepared
giving a resume of the inmates work record and at+titudes while incarcerated. The
discharge program continued to improve with increased cooperation from the
National Employment Service, the John Howard Society and the Salvation Army. A
‘representative of the National Employment Service visits the Penitentiary once

a month fo interview inmates to be discharged in three months time and applicants
for ticket of leave licences. Convicts employed in the kitchen are given every
opportunity fo receive instruction in the various elements of cooking and baking.
The iine cooks are taught nutrition, palatibility, in boiling,stewing, roasting,
and deep frying. Bakers are being taught in the art of bread making, baking.
cookies, pies, cakes and sweet doughs. Sanitation is continually stressed. Clean-
ing of all equipment and floors is daily routine. Everything possible is done to
discourage insects and rodents, including immediate disposal of all garbage and

swill. 36 convicts were employed in the kitchen during the past year.
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As each Officer is taken on staff he is presented with a |ist of books recommend-
ed for reading to acquaint him with the new penal system. This is in conjunction
with on the job training given by Senior Officers and lectures by the Deputy Warden
on prison routine, discipline and security worked very satisfactory in turning

out a reasonably well instructed officer in the initial training of two weeks.

A fotal of |0 officers attended the Penitentiary Officers training course at
Rockcliffe, Ontario during the year. All officers proceeded on the course reported
enthusiastically of the conduct of the course and the information gained from
attendance. An innovation this year was the formation of a radio committee, whose
members were chosen from the convict population. This committee comes under +he
guidance of the Chaplains. They select the programs to be heard, based on a

ballot vote of all inmates.

Basketbal| was introduced as a recreational activity during the year. Teams were
chosen and a schedule drawn up for the season. A basketball committee composed
of inmates was chosen and functions under the direction of the physical training
instructor. Teams were selected fromthe various gangs and shops and a clean
healthy rivalery has existed. The beneficial effect ofthis activity has been

noted in the change of conversational trends during talking periods and the whole-
some attitude towards competitive sbor#. A trophy cup was presented to the league

winner, this year it was won by the tfeam from the Carpenter Shop.

Two of our senior officers were retired during the year, Chief Keeper B.C.
McDonald and Deputy Warden G.L.H. Goss. The Chief Keeper joined the service as

a guard on March 4th, 1921 and was retired from the service owing fo age on August
I'7th, 1949. After 36 years of service Deputy Warden Goss proceeded on six months
retiring leave on February 23rd, 1950. Senior Clerk F. C. B. Cummins was appointed

Acting Deputy Warden during the retiring leave of Mr. Goss.

END OF REPORT



April 18th, 1950 The Columbian

PEN LIGHTS TC BRIGHTEN COLUMRIA STREET

Penitentiary ornamental lights blaze again, for the first
time since the wartime blackouts. Alderman R.W. Ballantyne,
light committee, revorted the Penitentiary O0fficials hagd
been asked to turn on their street lights to help illuminate

Columbia Street zs before the war.,

The Institution agread to do so and will turn on some lights
imzediately. It was discovered that other circuits werse

decayed and need repairing.

Jre
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May 4th, 1950

Item states:
B.C. Penitentiary, if and when moved, will not he constructed

anywhere along the South bank of the Fraser River, discussions

in Ottawa have disclossd.

Word recelved here from Government officials state that a
Penitentiary on the South bank of the river would be too near
the International Boundary. Should a "Pen" be constructed
along the North Bank, the river provided a natural barrier

against anyone escaping to the United States. The news

o

came as a reply to a petition sent to William Mott, M.P.

by residents of this area. (Langlay)

AX¢
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May 16th, 1950 The Columbian

A BOUQUET FCR THE B.C. PENITENTIARY for at last putting

its front yard into lawn again, was proposed by Alderman

A.J. Allison at the council meeting on Monday, ornamental

street lights are also back in operation after the war years.,

Alderman J.A. Courtney recalled some lack of cooperation

from the Penitentiary in the past but Alderman Allison was

sure there had been some change of heart.

A letter of commendation will be sent anywsy.
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June 10th, 1950 The Columbian
CONVICTED DOUKS TC BE HELD IN QUCNSET HUTS.
the Penitentiary, will be housed in Quonset huts to be built

on the Penitentiary property here, it was lesrned exclusively

ritish Columbian today.
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The Columbian had previously learned of Covernment plans to

house the arsoniste and nude-paraders in Naval Rarracks in

Comox, but this plan was dropped following bit

o ~ I 4 2 ~ - S A -
Trom the citizens Iin the srea,

9,

to be built in the ravine ares to the rear of +the
Penitentiary proper. These will be fitted up as bunk-

houses. Dining roome and cook houses will be separate,

I

While no trouble was exverienced on Piers Island, in the cul

ton area yesarg ago, arrangsmen
? o

around the

nly

(=D

It is thought probable *hat the Doukhobors will e ma
employed con the prison farm, work at which they are adept,

Ao
T

Practically all are wvegetarians.

While the new premises are being prevared in the deep ravine

area, the convicted men will be kept in Cakslls urder sn arrarnge=-



between the Deminion and Provincial Covernments., At 0akalla
they sre being segregated from others imorisoned for various

the men cook

Qy

cffences. Quonset huts have been erected asn

thelr own meals.

layor J.L. Sangster could not be located to find his resction
to this latest trend of events but two members of the city
council, Aldsrman J. Percy Copp and R.W. Ballantyne, have
voiced their cpposition to the move. It is thought likely

11 be made known to the Federal
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Authorities by the Senicr and Junior Trade bodies.

opinion that any further building on the Penitentiary property

moved to another
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Boards of Trade In Comox and Courtenay, City Councile of the
two cities, and private residents are known to have inundsted
Stewart Garson, Minister of Justice at 0Ottawa, with telegrams

gsent

]

and letters of protests against the Doukhobors bein

to Comox.

They were &2l1 of the same vein, they don't want the *rouble

makers on Vancouver Island.



June 13th, 1950 The Columbian
ENLARGING OF PEN IRKS COUNCII:

News that the Department of Justice will house Doukhobors in
extra Quonset Hute at the E.C. Penitentiary aroused a storm
of protest in the City Council on Monday with the Aldermen

blasting for this move on various grounds.
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After a wild free for all against +h

ty fathers simmered down
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and the Douks in particulazr, the c¢

that they could not interfere with the wheels
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of Justice. A protest will be sent to the Minister of Justic

on the following basi

4]

"That New Westminster regrets the Department has to extend ite
buildings in New Westminster to house Doukhobors or any other

. SE0n

(]

e

or rs, especlially when the City has understood +that the
local Penitentiary wculd not be extended but would eventually

be moved to another location".

Maycr J. Lewis Sangster declared that the Douks were prisoners,
convicted of a crime against the law of the land and had +*o

be duly punished.

Cur city has the Penitentiary, so the Doukhobors have to be
accommocdated at the Penitentiary by the Department of Jusztice
or where the Depsrtment has accommodation, only the men will
be kept here, the women will have to proceed to Kingston as

~

far as we are informed.

The Mayor ssid "I believe there are already one hundred or more

Douks in the Institution and the citizens have not noticed

983
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anything. Additional inmates in the huts should not attraect

City Aldermen, were very bitter about the whole busginess

and throughout various criticisms and suggestions,

"The Federal Government has a white elephant at the Agassivz
Experimental Farm, why not send the Doukhobors up there,
or let the Government build the Quonsets at Thrums, or put

them to work clearing a new Penitentiary site".

Some Aldermen feared a fire hazard from the extra hute and
remarked "Disrobing Douks might become an attraction for

children".

« E. VWood szid the imprisonment of the Doukhobors

[0}

Alderman Mr
on Piers Island failed to cure their disrobing tactics. They
may do the same here and annoy our citizens. We should
protest the Doukhobor imprisonment in our city and support

the Provincial Government in uvrgine that a new community may
be set up elsewhere. Imprisonment will do them no good. They

need rehabilitation.

Mayor Sangster pointed out the priscners wsre not sentenced
er

to be rehabilitated but to be punished for Arson and ot

offences.

Mayor Sangster and the Council were unznimous in objecting to
the Doukhobor invasion of New Westminster and to any enlsrgement

of the Penitentiary. The Council agreed that an airmail letter
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to this effect be sent at once to the Minister of Justice.

On June 27th, 1950, the following article appeared in the
Columbisan:

Two bulldozers and a carryall are at work on the ravine et
the west side of the B.C. Penitentiary, levelling the sround
for several huts which will house the Doukhobors from the
Kootenay country who have been convicted of arson and nudism
and conspiracy. Some thirty-five of the Douks have been
accommodated in the Institution but the main body is still
being kept at Oakalla Farm, much to the inconvenience of the

Provincial Authorities,

It is understood the Doukhobors will have their own dining

rcomg and cook houses, they are vegetarians.

Miles and miles of barb wire is understood to have been
ordered and this will be strung sround the new encampment.

Electric lights will also be installed to flood the ares
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August 12th, 1950 ‘ The Columbian

IMPRISONED DOUKS FIRE SHED IN SHOW OF DISAPPOINTMENT.

Radical Sons of Freedom Doukhobors lodged firey protes

w

against imprisonment at B.C. Penitentiary Friday afbernoon.

Prison Officials said Douk prisoners were responsible for =
fire which destroyed a tool shed inside The Penitentiary
grounds, damage was minor. bost of the imprisoned members
of the sect are serving sentences for arson following =

violent ocutbrezk of fire setting in the interior last Spring.

m

he blaze broke cut in the tool shed located in the Douks
orchard sarly in the afternoocn. Priconers were orderly and

not disrobe, guards report. New Westminster Fire

je N
ot
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3

Department was called to extingulish the fire.

Warden Robert S. Douglass deseribed the incident as a

publicity stunt on the part of the prisoners.

. ) . . . - D
L

ed with their brothers in Tne interior for

e

The Imprisoned Doukhobors are housed separately in the prison
grounds. Huts raised for them in a ravine bordering on the

Mental Hospital property west of the Penitentiary oroper.

It is understood that some forty-five Sons of Freedom who
besn in the prison for several years from previous
outbreaks were not involved in Friday's fire. JMNore *than

orie hundred others are presently confined.
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September 20th, 1950 The Columbian

OTTAWA PAROLES NUDE PARADERS
Despite a Governments decision to free all Sons of Freedom

Doukhobors for nude parading, the P.C. Penitentiary will

have more than two hundred of the minority group within itse

walls.,

ce Department remission of penalties covers only

(=)

The Just

(4]

nudity. Other Douks are in prison for arson and other acts

of violence,

The Douks to be freed at 0Oakaslla will number about one hundred
and twenty, and the balance of the two hundred and ten now
held there may be moved to the Penitentiary when others

are released.

About ornie hundred in

by the parole order.

3,

Warden R.S. Douglass of the Penitentiary szid today he had
recelved no orders covering the date of release of the

prisconers. The order will come from the B.C. Attorney

[=2e

General's Department, he said. It is expected releases will

be made in a day or two.

At Ottawa the Justice Minister, Stuart CGarson announced the

remission of penalties imposed on two hundred and seventy-

elght men and one hundred and seventeen women who were convicted

of parading nude during the series of riots.

Most of the prisoners had served from four *o £ix monthe of
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sentences ranging from two and a half to three years,

Garson said the release was ordered following an unanimous
decision and strong recommendation by the Doukhobor research

committee of the British Columbia Government.

The imprisoned religious fanatics all were members of the

",

sons of Freedom, a Doukhobor Branch that rioted in the Grand

Forks, jootenay and Southern Okanagan Valley regions last

spring. They burned homes and barns and some schools and

paradsd nude.

T



January 18th, 1951 The Columbian
CONVICT ORDERED TO COURT

In one of the first cases of its kind on record here, an inmate
of the B.C. Penitentiary will appear in city police court

Friday to face a charge of possessing narcotics.

An order from Warden R.S. Douglass to release inmate Edward

Burns, 22, no fixed abo&e, to R.C.M.P. narcotic squad officers

was signed in county court here Wednesday afternoon by

etails of the case are unknown, but the release order alleges

W

that Burns, who was sentenced to two years on January 3rd

f stolen goods, "Did unlawfully possess a

(o]

Tor possession

salt of Discetylmorphine,"” while a prisoner in the

-
033

Penitentiary on January 15th.
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The charge followed extensive investigation
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guards, and is belies

reach court here,

nter the
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Checking of inmates for smugzgled goods as they
Institution, and even after they had been interned, is carried

out with exhaustive regularity in detail.

On the 26th of January 1951 preliminary hearing of Edward
Burns charged with possessing a salt of Discetylmorphine
while a prisoner in the Penltantiary, was held before
Magistrate T.R. Selkirk, K.C., in city police court this

morning.
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Crown witness A.G. Ferguson, a keeper at th
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today he saw two convicts carry parcels past Burn's cell,
He stated he thought the convicts hagd passed Burns a note
from his brother, lodged in another wing of the prison, and

A

decided to investigate.

He called Burns out of his cell, searched him and found the
capsules in the convict's possession. When asked about the

dope Burns replied, what explanation can T give? They were

in my possession. Thats 2all I can Say.

On February 1i4th, 1951 Thomas Burns, inmate of the R.C.
Penitentiary was sentenced to two yvears and six months in

lice court today for possession of narcotics, Thisg
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sentence was +to run concurrentlv with the two vesr sentence
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ame offence in Vancouver. In addition to th
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prison term there was a fine of two hundred dollars,



February 7th, 1951 The Columbian

B,C. Penitentiary officisle today opened an investigation
into a cooking 0il explosion which caused & fire and
ten thousgand dollars damage to the administration hut in the
Doukhobor compound at the Penitentiary at 9:00 p.m. on

Tuesday.

Slashed fire hose hampered the staff fire-fighters until the
city Tire department was called that indicated that an arson

plot is suspected.
1-

Warden R.S,., Douglass said that no details of the cause will

be known until the investigation is conducted by the depart-
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giitiaries.
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e-rooim where cooking oils for the Doukhobors was
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in the sto

{

kept.
Flaming oil spread in all directions and blasted through a

door to other guarters., The o0il barrel burst, how it was

caused we do not yet know, said the Warden.

Four Doukhobor patients were in the hospital ward of the

building. They were not injured and were ordered out by the

The fire gutted the inside of the steel type hut which was

nn=ulation board.
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The Turniture was burned, as were the versonal clothing and

suit cases of the Doukhobor inmates stored in the hut. The

lose in clothing may amnount to several thousand &

Guards were on regular duty in the hut when the blast ripped
from the store-room at asbout 8:45 p.em. Guards pulled cut the

e

hoses and found they had been cut,

Hoses had been inspected not long bvefore, sazid Warden Douglass.,

The cuts were hidden and not noted until the hoses had been

We have had no trouble with the Doukholor inmstes to date,

most of them were orderly and cooparative, some are protably
mere fanatical than others, ga2id the Warden.

the Doukhobors were kept in order

was no panic or disturbance.

A substantial fence surrounds the hu“s =nd oth

in the Doukhobor compound which wseg built last year.,
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On February &th, 1651 Warden Robert Douzi

the results of an Inguiry into a fire which gutted a

ot e made public,
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Penitentiary buildin
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The Warden said that 'some' of about one hundred Doukhobor

prisoners quartered in the compound where the fire occurred

but at the same time he saild a few Douks helped ¢ fight



Warden Douglass said he has not determined who, or wh

The posgibility a crude time bomb was used to get the
which did about =even thousan? dollars damage, was di

oy ths Warden,

ich

group effectively hamstrung the prison fire department by

Pire

scounted



February 13th, 1951 The Columbian
PEN. GFFICIALS RAPT ED, CHARGING LACK OF COCPERATION

Lack of firefighting cooveration with the B.C. Penitentiarv
= 2

authorities was sharply rapted by the chairman of the Tire
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committee, at the council meeting on Monday.,
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We do not know where any of their hydrants or equipment

T 4.
U

are or what dangers and problems are in the In tution

[€)]
[N

[44]

4 <

it does not seem right for us to risk our men . and equipment

The Alderman referred to the recent fire in the Doukhobor

compound where the city wagons were called in +to unfamiliar

Maybe the city should decline to attend fires in the

.

Government Institution and term it a Penitentiary

responsibility,

The fire committee urged that the problem be looked into,

suggesting city fire department should have a plan of fire

egquipment in the Penitentiary and some understanding with the

authorities. Whether the city could conduct inspectionsg

was not clear,

City Soliciter thought that some understanding could be

reached. He pointed out that the city could hardly reject
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 3]st MARCH
1951, R.S. DOUGLASS, WARDEN

The population showed an increase of 76 during the last fiscal year. The total

as of 3lst March 95| was 563, of which 55| were actually inside the prison. Of
the remainder 8 were in the provincial mental hospital, 3 were on temporary ticket
of leave for medical reasons, and | in the custody of the R.C.M.P. for production
at Assize Court in Victoria, B.C. under a court order. There were 372 male and

24 female inmates received during the year, one of them was sentenced to a indet-
erminate sentence as a habjtual criminal. This makes a total of four inmates
serving indeterminate sentences. Included in the total of 372 inmates received

s a group of 90 Doukhobours who have been sentenced to the Penitentiary for arson,
they were received from the Pronvicial gaol in a group, and confined in an encamp
ment outside the walls of the Penitentiary, which had been constructed to house
them. Of the female inmates recejved I4 were Doukhobour women. There were 296
male and 24 female inmates discharged from the Institution by reason of expiration
of sentence, ticket of leave and pardon. The 24 female prisoners were transferred
To Kingston Pentientiary and included |4 Doukhobour women. 97 Doukhobour inmates
were released by ticket of leave, The general health of the inmates during the
year was good, no deaths occured amonth +he inmate population.

On December 23rd, 1950 a total of 193 pints of blood were donated by the inmates
to the Red Cross for blood transfusion. The response from the inmate population
was gratifying, in fact the Red Cross clinic was not able to handle in one day

the number of inmates who offered their blood. In appreciation +he Divisional
Director of the Blood Donor Panels, Red Cross Society, sent individual letters of

thanks to all inmate who donated.,

The Rev. P. H. Wallace, Protestant Chaplain reports good attendance a+ the regular
church services throughout the year. Bible and instructional classes were contin-
ued with good results. The forma+tion of an Alchoholics Anonymous group within

the prison took place this year. This group is run by the inmates themselves
under the supervision of the +wo Chaplains. Members from outside Alcoholics
Anonymous groups visit the institution at regular infervals, and the meetings
conducted have shown marked success. There is every indication that Tthe prisoners
Alcoholic Anonymous group are receiving the guidance and the fai+h they will need
to avoid alcoholism on release and which has been one og the main causes for their

incarceration in prison.

are
The services conducted every Sunday morning at nine o'clock in the Roman Catholic

Chapel with the assistance of inmate servers and choir. One Officer ( a Catholic



when possible) is in attendance. The average catholic population has been [40
during the year Rev. Father Barry reports Tha+ the facilities and cooperation
provided for the Chaplain interviews are very much appreciated. The Chapel lends
itself well to making these interviews and counse] periods comfortable and private
for the inmate. Classes were held in 166 afternoon sessions with an average
attendance of 16 and a total of 88 inmates at school classes during the year.
Those with above grade 6 standing were registered for correspondénce courses and

assisted individually in class. Group classes were continued for those students

having less than grade six standing.

A record player and a set of french and spanish records for correspondence courses

inthese languages have recently been acquired and i+ is anticipated that they wil|

greatly stimulate the progress and study of these subjects. A lecture program

was conducted by University of British Columbia, consisting of six lectures by

the University staff. The average attendance was volQnTary—amounfed to 140 inmates
per lecture. Seven inmates obtained a pass mark and received certificates for

eligibility for the Provincial grup-stake allowance.

All departments under the supervision of the Chief Trade Instructor were wel |
supplied with work during the year. Good weather during the winter and summer
months enabled large outside gangs to be kept constantly employed which facilitated
the completion of the Coukhobour encampment, and the construction of +he wire fence
enclosing the new recreation area. Progress was made in the sphere of control
training. One class completed and another commenced in +he garage department.

the newly provided equipment promises greatly improved results. Con+rol training

is also proceeding in the Carpenter Shop and the Machine Shop.

The..new drafting school is now in operation under the direction of a drafting
instructor. 38 men were enrolled for drafting courses this year in connection

with work in their respective trades,

The wiring of cells for earphones was completed in +he Nor+h Wing B-2 and cel |
block B=3. All cells in cel] block B-7 have been wired for earphones and the
phones installed. A new radio was purchased and installed in the Eas+ Wing with

related earphone installation, and the unit is giving complete safisfaéfion.

Seven inmates wrote and successfully passed their examinations for fourth class
engineers certificates and at the present time a furthen class of our inmates are

preparing for examination.

The construction of the Doukhobour encampment curtailed other projects. The

construction such as the re-piping of the East Wing., Fire Protection of this
encampment presented a special problem. Equipment was purchased and placed at



strategic points. This equipment was regularily inspected and fire lectures

and fire practice drills were held there weekly.

Farm production was well maintained during the year. The fruit trees which had
been attended by Doukhobour inmates during the previous year gave a very good
apple crop. The green-house was run to capacity producing quanitities of
cauliflower, celery and other plants was well as flower seedlings for ornamental
grounds. There was an increase in egg production of about 300 dozen. Produce

from the farm during the year totaled $13,077.85 of which the value of vegetables
fruits, pork and eggs supplied to the Stewards Department totaled $12, 045.75.

The new lawn on the ornamental grounds in front of the Penitentiary has been com-
pleted and has greatly improved the appearance of the approaches to the Institution

from Columbia Street, the main throughfare.

A conference of classification officers was held at Ottawa under the able guidance

of Deputy Commissioner McCulley and Deputy Commissioner Dr. Gendreau.

A reception area has been established in this institution and has functioned
successfully since November 1950. All new comers are segregated there on arrival
for a period of one month. On June l4th, 1950, MR. B. D. Morrison Supervisor

of Construction arrived to take over the supervision of the building of the encamp-
ment to house the Doukhobour population in the ravine south of the Penitentiary,
With the cooperation of the Canadian Area Commander the Royal Canadian Engineers
provided the heavy bulldozers and thenecessary army crews to level and prepare

for the encampment. On June 24th, 1950 a gang of inmates commenced erection of
the first board dence and by October 7th, 1950 the encampment was ready and 14|
Doukhobours were housed there. The buildings consisted of steelex huts, three

of these fo serve as dormitories, one as a kitchen and dining room, one as a
laundry and one as an administration building, containing offices, storeroom for
effects and supplies, hospital cells, Doctor's offices, waiting room and visiting
room. Under the auspices of the B.C. Provincial Government and the University of
British Columbia a committee name the Doukhobour Consultive and Research Committee
was set up for the study of the history and background of the Doukhobours wi+h a
view fo effecting plans for their eventual rehabilitation. A former assistant
commissioner of the R.C.M.P. and a former commissioner of the Provincial Police

of British Columbia, Professors of the University of B.C., representatives of the
various Doukhobour sects, local municipal and social authorities from +he areas

inhabited by tThe Doukhobours formed part of this committee and i+s sub-commi ttees.

Mr. C. A. Williamson, School Teacher-Librarian at the B.C. Penitentiary was appoint
ed Chief Keeper in charge of the Doukhobour encampment and was also named to the

consultive committee



A representative from the imprisoned inmates, chosed by themselves, also attended

the meetings of the committee and its minutes were made available to the inmates after
each committee meeting. The spiritual leader of the Sons of Freedom Doukhobours also
visited the camp at frequent intervals with a view to screening the prisoners and
effecting their release in selected groups. A tfotal of 98 were so released, of whom

58 were released prior to the opening of the encampment and 40 released (except one

who refused to be released) thus leaving in the encampment only prisoners undergoing
sentence for arson and distruction of bridges and railway by dynamite and arson.

The inmates made determined attempts to destroy the encampment and their effects by
fire. On November 29th, 1950 a fire set among prisoners effects stored in Number 3

hut was quickly extinguished. The effects were then transferred to the store room in
the Administration building and on February 6th, 1951 a fire was set There which destroyed
about 75 - 80% of these effects, as well as some stores of the Stewards Department. The
building was gutted together with some of the office equipment but the records were
saved, being in filing cabinets which resisted the flames. The office was then trans-
ferred to Hut #3., On February 15th, 1951 the installation of earphones for radio
listening was completed in the North Wing. The East Wing and Cell Block B-7. This adds
to the reception and therefore offers more enjoyment. No longer are there blaring
loudspeakers. Those inmates who are taking a serious part in the educational program
are now enjoying conditions for greatly improved study. The inmates are not compel led
to listen fo programs which do not appeal to Them.“-The inmates have in many cases

éxpressed gratitude and the coperation of the Commissioner and his staff in this matter

are greatly appreciated.

Deputy Warden Goss retired from the service under +he terms of the superannuation act
on 22nd August 950 after ?6 years of service. Senior Clerk F, C. B. Cummins was
promoted fo the permenant positon of Deputy Warden of B.C. Penitentiary, effective 23rd
August 1950. Deputy Warden Cummins Joined the service |7+h February 1933,

GENERAL REMARKS:
There is a more cooperative feeling noticeable among the inmates. The development

of soffball leaques, competitive sports of various kinds, installation of earphones

in tThe cells, organization of New Years and Christmas concerts, in which inmates largely
parficipated, formation of the Alcoholics Anonymous Group, the drawing up of a creed

of ten objectives for better living in the Protestant Chaplain's congregation, the wide
choice of study courses available, ranging from University to Elementary levels, control
fraining, all have combined to make the inmate realize that he is not a forgotten man.
That there are active agencies willing fo put him back on his feet, and when he leaves
the Institution, equipped with a trade which he did not know before, fortified by courses
in his speciality which give him certificates of acquired skills and provided with a Job
on release, obtained for him by the Classification Department in conjuction with the

National Employment Service, he is able to face the world on an equal footing with his



fellow men, and has ceased to be one of the unwanted of society. More prisoners
through their uncooperative attitude have presented an extraordinary and troublsome
problem to the institution for which our facilities were not intended, and consequently
were not adequafely equipped to treat them successfully. This situation is unique in
Penitentiary history, the British Columbia Penitentiary's frequent behaviour problems
which require careful consideration and handling so far as these Doukhobours are con-
cerned. Close liaison has been maintained with the Doukhobour advisory committee of

the University of B.C. and consultants and consultations are held regularily with this
commi ttee.

This Institution takes pride in an oufstanding accomplishment with inmate labour.
During a period of three months, approximately from July to September inclusive, 6
large buildings were erected in the Doukhobour encampment and were ready for occupancy
using mainly unskilled prisoners in every phase of construction except finishing
plumbing. This accomplishment is a credit to the prisoners and also the Officers who
supervised this project. These building consisted of three huts, each designed to
accomodate 100 Doukhobour prisoners and three adminstrative buidings such as Kitchen

and Mess Hall, Laundry, Administrative Offices and stores.

The infroduction of the shorter work week commenced on June 7th, 1950, This has been

received with appreciation by the Staff and is noticed in a notable raising of moral

in The Institution.

END OF REPORT.
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May 1&th, 1¢51 The Columbian

FREEDCM FIRES GUT TWO MORE BUILDINGS

Police, Firemen and Prison O0fficisl categorically denies

[02]

reports that a near riot followed Sunday mornings fire in

the Doukhobor compound on the B.C, Penitentiary.

The blaze broke out at sbout 5:45 a.m, Sunday, and zlthough
prison officials clamped a security ban on information, it is
understood two Quonset huts, used as dormitoriec by the radical

Sons of Freedom, were completely gutted,

BEarly reports stated city police officers rushed from New
Westminster to quell the near rioting and had to use billies

when the Doukhobors got out of hand, the report also said that

police were patrolling outside the walls of the Penitentiary

Said Warden Douglass, that is definitely not true.

The police were called; thay attended the fire as normal
procedure, no demonstration accompanied, or followed the fire,
and police are most certainly not mtrolling outside the walls

of this prison today.

J

hese statements were corroborated by Police Chief Jack

]

=

V)

onald and Fire Chief Claude Highsted.

)
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v

However, Warden Douglass declined comment concerning details

of the fire and referred all guestions to the Minister of
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Justice in Ottawa.

It appeared, however, that the fires, like the cne in the

compound last winter had been deli iberately sets

The Police Chief said when ocur boys arrived, the fire was

under way and the Douks were etanding in a corner singing

Other reports indicated that after the demonstration about

uxhobor inmates of the compound were removed
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When firemen arrived the Freedomites were said to be chanting
hymns in Russian and that many of them were nude, but for
their beoots., Bedding, mattresses and the Doukhobors® own
lothing went into the blaze, an unconfirmed report stated

that about a dozen fires were burnin ng at one point during

hat the most were small bonfires,

suffered burns in *the fire. He said slso thst he had been
s

requested by the Warden to withold informa+tion concerning ths

fire,

It 1s believed +the blackout on the news was orderegd bacausge
officials were fear®ful that demonstrations would fan cutbreaks
in the East Kootenay area of the province, home of the Sons

£

of Freedom Sect.

evealed today that
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May 28th, 19351 The Columbian

SPORTE NOW PART OF PHEN'S NEW CURRICULUM:

Tirst time in the seventy-th

(=N

¥

tN

el

he move, Warden Robert Douglass, stated ths
sports now play & major part in the rehabilitation and educstion
of the vprisoners. It is a move that was iret institutad

two years ago bu* is just now coming into full beine.

This was proved yesterday when "the Seals" as their team ic

called, walloped the Burnaby, Westminster Firemens' Senior
Ball team 12 - A, And it probsbly is the first time *hat

constructed field end cheerad Iustily as their mates proved

themselves capable of coping with one of the besgt teams from

vigit for a friendly contact, =aid Warden Douglazs prior to
the game. And when it was 311 over he extended a standing

invitation for a return match.
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Nestlied in a surrounding of bush land, the diamond is the

oy

result of the work of the convicts themselves., They started
last March and since then have levelled & playing ares,

ted a huge backstop ahd have the nucleus of one of the



June 4th, 1951 The Columbiasn

DCUK CCNVICTS ON HUNGER STRIKE

|-de

netituted s forced feeding

o
te

«Co Penitentiary 0fficials have
plan in an effort to cope with & three week 0ld hunger striks
by the Sons of Freedom Doukhobors. Prison authorities declinad

“

to comment on the move when questioned by the Columbizn today.

The reports said the Imprisoned Doukhobors were lying around
in their bunks and have had to be fed by means of a tube.
Unconfirmed reports led to the assumption that the injection
diet was started only after concern was felt for the health

of the prisoners.

&7

I that there asre up to two hundred Sons of

«t

is estimate
Freedom in the Penitentiary but it is not known if 511 are
inveclved in the strike, One June 7th the Columbian revorts
that the Doukhobor hunger strike enters 25th day in the

Penitentiary.

Reports of the hunger strike by seventy-two Doukhobor inmates
at the E.C. Penitentlary were confirmed by Warden Douglass

5

today.

0%

The Warden sald forced feeding would be done with the
assistance of a male nurse on the Doctor's orders only., The
Warden made a tour of the Doukhobor cells as the hunger strike
entered its 25th day today but reported no Ehange in their

physical condition,
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Doctors have ordered the forced feeding of only one Doukhobor

=

so far, the Warden reported.

The seventy-two Sons of Freedom are drinking plenty of water
and may be able to go without food for some time yet prison

3

suthorities said.

‘he strikers are not being forced to work because the Doctor

mn

§

does not think they are fit, Warden Douglass said.

Major General Gibson szid he and other prison officials are
not too concerned over the situation just now, it is no

unusual for them to fast sald Major General Gibson.

On the 9th June, 1951 the Columbian reports thrse more radical
Doukhobors confined in the B,C. Penitentiary have Jjoined the

e small group again taking food.
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The first break in the rebellious hunger strike came Thursday

me in twenty-five daye.

<t
'_lt

when four took focd for the first

o

[
5

Three more ended theilr strike on Friday. Six others were

-

oly f on Friday by the Institution's Doctor and an

(L
[s)

Assistant because of their condition, Warden Douglass said.

Food is made availlable for all members of the group at every
meal but others ars taking only water.

On June 13th, the Columbian reports hunger strike by fifty-
five imprisoned Song of Freedom Doukhobors.was in its 3lst
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day today despite a plea by their spiritual lesder Stefan

Sorokin to break their protest fast,

vet it has had no reaction on the fasting Douks, Deputy

Warden Cummins said today.

Eight of the Doukhobors are on prison physician A. Pedlow's

l1ist for tube feeding today and seven others are taking food
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C
remaining fifty-four fasting Doukhobors were beine fed a

Up to Friday nineteen striking Doukhobors were taking food

voluntarily, or by forced feeding where in a weakened condit

Of the remaining fifty-four, despite thirty-four days of fas+ti

all but two or three are reported in good condition. Those

weakened by the hunger strike ware spoon fed,
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"eeding of all Doukhobors
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wag ordered this morning under a new method deviszed by the

[N

prisen Doctor. The Tood is administered by mouth and

swallowed and no tubes or violence are involved.

The nourishing diet mixture comprises a pint of milk, two
eggs, grapefruit juice, codliver oil, sugar and thickening

The spiritual leader of the Sons of Freedom, Stefan Sorckin,

with the Warden to visit the Doukhobor
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CRASH OF RUNAWAY CAR FATAL TO FORMER WARDEN
A runaway car tore down fourth street hill st seventy miles

an hour, crushed an Austin ststion wazon in its path like an

eggshell and crashed into two store windews on Columbia Street
last night to kill driver Col. William Me eighen, 72 yesr old

retired Penitentiary Warden.

Catholic Fsther Georege J. Eooth, station wagon driver, and
> <

his three women passengers miraculouely escaped injury in
the cra which occurred at 5:30 pem. in the middle of the
daily traffic rush period.

-

Colonel Meighen was taken to +the Royal Columb tal

pte

an Hosp

[

y-

where he was proncunced dead on arrival at 6:00 Lels He was

a brother of former Prime Minister of Canada, Arthur Meighen.

Police believe the elderly driver suffered =z heart selzure and
his car came speeding down the hill out of control. No one
will ever know what caused the autc *o run away, because the

ex-warden was alone in his vehicle and never regained

consciousness after the crash. Warden I eighen retired from
the staff of the B.C., Pen nitentiary in 1946 after twenty-gix

years with the Canadian Penitentisries.

Mre. Meighen was the only man in the Dominion to serve twenty-
six years as a prison warden. He served as a warden in four of

ne wag attached to. He came to



Britigh Columbia in 1935 and since nig retirement from

the Fenitentlary in 194¢ he has continued to recide here.
During Col, Meighen's years service he never hsd a prison
riot on hise hands. One escape marred his twenty-six yesar

.

o 9, 0]

perfect record and that tcok place while he was on holiday.

Warden Melghen entered the service as an sccourmtant of the

Sagkatchewan Penitentiary at Prince Albert and was later
vated to the position of Deputy Warden. He served there

for six years.

Cn April 1st, 1920, he was appcinted Warden at Edmonton.
Within a year of his appointment the old Pen was dismantled

ning there for
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and finally in 1935 he came to the B.C. Penitentiary.

iere he went to Stony Mountsin, Manitoba,
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November 1l4th, 1951 The Columbian

52 DOUKS STILL HELD IN PRISON
A group of 20 Doukhobors of the seventy-three held in the
B.Co Penitentiary since the bunkhouse fire in May this year

are being released today. Another man may be released in

a few days.

This leaves fifty-two in the Penitentiary doing terms for

imilar offences. Whether any of these will be

>
”
¢]
Q
v
W
]
(o}
0]

released shead of their full terms is not known, in addition

some twenty-cne women are still serving terms in Kingston.

On the Z7th November the Britieh Columbian reports, nudes+t
Doukhobors in the Penitentiary have no effect on government
regulations. They get a new suit of clothes on release like
all other prisoners. The fact that the Douk inmates this
spring destroyed most of their personal belongings and
clothing did not change the policy. Many of them had no

luggage to take home, except the government suit.

Doukhobors released on parole this fall have stepped out of the

rison quite happily wearing suits. There was no talk of
q Pr g

el

On the 11lth January, 1952, the British Columbian said, it
was disclosed today that John Sherstibitoff, sentenced on
July 7th, 1950 at Nelson to fourteen years qQn six counts of
Arson, will be freed in a few days provided he leaves the

province.
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It was intimated by Officials that some of the forty-eight
remaining in the Penitentiary are still "die hards" who have

come forward to sign the pledge to keep order.

Under the plan of the committee, 2ll Doukhobors who indicate
they will be good citizens are interviewed and given a good

chance to return to their normal life,



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH
31, 1952 - R.S. DOUGLASS, WARDEN

The pepulation showed an decrease of 46 during the last fiscal year.
This was due to the reduction of Doukhobour prisoners. 60 were
released under the ticket of leave act, on recommendation of the
Doukhobour Consultive Committee of the Provincial Government and the
Attorney General Department of the province of B.C. Three Doukhobours
were also released by expiration of sentence, while one died of
natural causes. The Doukhobour population in the Penitentiary was thus
reduced from 103 to 39 as of March 31st, 1952 and at the same time

the grand total of inmates in the Penitentiary was decreased from

563 to 517. There were 206 males and 12 female inmates received
druing the year. Five inmates received indetermiate sentences, four
as habitual criminals and one as a criminal sexual psychopath., This
makes a total of nine inmates serving indeterminate sentences here.
Seven as habitual criminals and two as criminal sexual psychopaths.
254 males and 10 female inmates were discharged from the institution
by reason of expiration, ticket of leave, pardon and transfer to

other Penitentiaries. In addition there were four deaths due to
natural causes, one of these being an inmate serving life and confined

for many years at the Provincial Mental Hospital, Essondale, B.C.

The general health of the inmates during the year was good. On

January 4, 1952, the Red Cross Clinic for blood transfusions visited
the Penitentiary and 272 inmates voluntarily donated their blood. This
represents an increase of 79 pints over the total last year, it is
aniticpated that in the coming year we will have two visits from the

Red Cross Clinic for blood donations, the first of which is expected

in July 1952,

The Rev. B. H. Wallace, Protestant Chaplain reports that the regular
work was fully maintained. Church attendance was good though more
inmates attended in the winter than in the summer months. The

members on the Inmate Church Council functioned throughout the year

and was a great help to the Chaplain in many of his activities. Its
members, on occasions conducted lay readings im chapel, and specialized
in encouraging young inmates to attend divine services, provided
newcomers with information on the activities of the group and contrib-
uted to the prison magazine '"Transition'" and to radio programs. In

the fall of the year, arrangements were made with the Protestant
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inmate choir to sing over the New Westminister radio station CKNW
through the medium of recordings which were made at the Penitentiary
for rebroadcast at the Christmas season., Under the auspices of the
New WEstminster Ministeral Association the Protestant Chaplain con-

ducted a morning service over the radio for a period of one week and

used the inmate choir recordings.

Rev. Father M. J. Barry, Roman Catholic Chaplain reports that the
activities of his department have been well maintained during the
year. Mass is said every Sunday at nine o'clock in the morning,

with the assistance of the inmate servers and choir. On one occasion
a visiting choir sang a high mass which was most favourably received
by the inmates. The average Catholic population for the year was 147.
The Chaplains conference took place in Ottawa from May30th to June
6th, 1951. Rev. Wallace and Father Barry states that it has proved

most helpful to them in their functions at the Institution.

The Alcoholic's Anonymous group, which was formed during the previous
vear has met twice monthly with outside visitors attending. A
Narcotics Anonymous group has been formed. Though many difficulties
exist in the operation of such a group it is felt that the initial
steps taken have been worthwhile. The Penitentiary Psychiatrist has
been requested to sponsor the group with the assistance of the Protest-
ant and Roman Catholic Chaplain. An executive committee has been
elected and some literature has been obtained from Mr. Danny Carlsen

of New York, the founder of the N.A. in the United States.

On March 31st, 128 students were studying course in 59 different
subjects. 183 new registerations were made during the year with the
school. 56 courses were completed, 70 discontinued because of dis-

charge and 7 because of lack of interest and application.

Cellular activities continue to expand. At the close of the year
62 inmates were engaged in hobby work. The sale of hobbycraft
acticles was instituted, the money so received being placed in the

Trust Fund of the inmate concerned.

For the first time in Canadian Penitentiaries there commenced in
February 1952, at this institution, a course in Effective Speaking
and Human Relations given by the Dale Carnegie Institute. By March

3lst, indications of the success of this course were noticeable, All



LUl

the textbooks needed were donated to the Penitentiary by the Dale
Carnegie Institute, 33 inmates are attending the class. A further
inovation was the publishing of an inmate magazine the "Transition"

a monthly issue. The first number appear in March 1952. A1l materials
for the magazine were purchased by the inmates Tecreational fund,
subscriptions were sold to subscribers at $1.50 ber year. Subscriptions
from the outside public are welcome. The inmate Editorial Staff is

advised and supervised by the Library Board.

A schoolteachers conference was held in Ottawa from 17th to 26th May
1951, the gathering of these officers and the pooling of knowledge

and practices will prove to be of benefit to the educational program.

The Chief Trade Instructors Department was well supplied with work
during the year. The men were kept fully employed, the variety of
work was constuctive and interesting, while they received good train-
ing in their respective trades. The extension to the Laundry building
C=4B comprised of a new shower room, barber shop and dressing room
was complted. This has provided a continuous system of bathing
which is a great improvement over the previously existing facilities,
The ianterior of this extension has been attractively finished in white
tile and modern fixtures, it can be maintained in a clean and Sanitary
condition with very little difficulty. The new recreation area has
been complted, backstops for baseball were installed,also bleachers
and toilets., A more extensive sports program may now be considered
Initial work has been complted in the installation of a new refridger-
ation plant in building B-6, concrete bases have been installed for
all the machines in the Machine room. When finished the new install-

ation will afford improved facilities for refrigeration and storage

of food stuffs.

Farm operations were maintained during the year. A prolonged drought
lasting three months effected certain of the crops, however generally
good crops were realized. A very good crop of applies was harvested
and a fair crop of plums. There was an increase in egg production of
about 430 dozen. The electric brooders were successfuly, only two
chicks out of a total of 700 being lost compared with a loss of 25 last
year. Produce from the farm for the year 1951 -19592 totalled $11,987.81
The value of vegetables, eggs, pork supplied to the Stewards Department

amounted to $11,045,55.
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A new power mower was purchased during the year. It has maintained

the ornamental grounds in excellent condition, sixteen additional
flower beds have been added to these grounds during the past year.

In December 1951 the inmates Canteen commenced Operations, the purchase
of supplies and the storing of same before issue for comsumption

being carried out by the Stores Department. The value of Supplies
delivered to the Canteen during the four month period totalled

$2,267.62 at selling prices.

In my report for the previous fiscal year 1950-195] mention was made
of the difficult problem presented by the incarceration in a special
encampment of a group of fanatical prisoners, belonging to the Russian
Doukhaebour sect, serving sentences for arson. On May 13,1951 these
prisoners were successful in destroying their dormitories by fire
with the result that they, 79 in number, were transferred to the main
prison. The two dormitories were completely gutted and a-determined
effort was made to destroy the office building, however these were
saved and preserved intact. In the main prison the Doukhobours
continued through their uncooperative attitude to present a problem,.
They indulged in a prolonged hunger strike alleging they they desired
freedom for all. The attitude of these Doukhobour inmates continue

to be uncooperative, there is improvement in their behaviour.

The visit of Our Gratious Queen, then Princess Elizabeth on October
26th, 1951 to New Westminster, accompanied by the Duke of Edinborough
afforded the Penitentiary Staff an opportunity of showing their
devotion and respect to the first lady of our land. The Royal Couple
alighted at a platform built by the Penitentiary, where a civic
reception by the municipal and military authorities took place. 1In
order to deal with the large crowd of Spectators expected the city
authorities asked for, and received the cooperation of the Penitentiary
staff for security purposes and other related duties. The staff
paraded between eleven thirty and fourteen ten hours, every officer
wearing his military service medals. The fine weather which prevailed
combined to afford all concerned a memorable souvenir of this visit

of our Royal Family. Letters of appreciation in which the staff
acquitted themselves of these special duties were received from civic

and police officials.

The conference of Warden's took place between June 13 and June 23, 1951,

During the year four officers attended Penitentiary Officers Training
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Course #20 which finished in April 28th, 1951. Two officers
proceeded to course #27 which commenced March 25th, 1952 and was
still .in session at the end of the fiscal year. In the past Officers
have returned from these courses with added enthusiasm and better

understanding of their duties and functions.

Reference has been made to Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics'

Anonymous groups.

The much needed appointment of a full time physician, Dr. Allan
Pedlow and the creation of the position of Penitentiary Psychiatrist
to which Dr. D. C. MacDonald was appointed, are forward steps in this
direction. Commencing as of October 1st, 1951 a new system of remun-
eration was established, accomplished by the grading of the inmate
and payment on a graduated scale. This had the effect of raising
the interest of the inmate in his work and in work habits, and afford

ing an incentive to improving his attitudes and himself so that he

may be rewarded by a higher grade of pay.

This year for the first time inmates were permitted to purchase gift.
parcels for the Christmas season. The parcels were of fixed contents
and priced in three categories, $1.00, $3.00 and $5.00. Inmate orders
for parcels were placed with one of the large department stores which
offered the best assortment. The parcels were delivered to the
Institution and boxed individually in suitable Christmas wrapping.
Papers were permitted for the first time in Canadian Penitentiaries,
Daily,Weekly and Monthly newspapers are freely available to the inmates
provided that they are mailed direct by the publisher thus the inmate
is without distoration, well informed of events taking place in the
outside world, after being read the subscriber the papers are
available to any other inmate who wishes them. The opening of the

new recreational areas has greatly enlarged the opportunity for

healthy physical recreation.

Throughout the summer season an intra-mural soft ball league was in
operation, in addition an all star Penitentiary team selected by the
inmates themselves and named them the '"Seals'" contested with the
various teams of the New Westminster Softball Association. The Seals
were able to win most of their games, 11 wins to 4 losses, against

both New Westminster and Vancouver Teams of the class '"B'" League.
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On July 2nd , 1951 was the occasion of g1 sports field day. About
200 inmates divided into 15 teams competed against one another in
various events such as the 100 yard relay, 100 yard dash, sack race,
three legged race, wheelbarrow race, etc. There were such other
events as the fat mans race, horse shoes. Prizes in the form of ice
cream, soft drinks and 15 packages of tobacco purchased from the
recreation fund for the competitors. Softball games took place with
outside teams on both July 1st and 2nd. At Christmas and New Years
concerts were provided. On Christmas Eve a Boys Band consisting of
25 boys under the direction of Mr. Turner of New Westminster and a
group of 19 inmates under the direction of Guard McWhinney, provided
a program of concert music. On December 3lst, 1951 Mr Mawhinney and
his concert group of inmates provided the entire program which was
greatly enjoyed by the inmates. Many encores being requested. The
inmates heard the music in their cells by means of an ear phone system,

Both concerts were a success.

Establishment of such amelioration as an increased remuneration scale,
the inmates Canteen, issue of personal shaving articles, subscriptions
to daily newspapers, increased number of entertainment films, enlarge-
ment of library facilities, distribution of Christmas gift parcels,

has been received by the inmate population with appreciation, which is

demonstrated by the improved general conduct and attitude.

END OF REPORT.
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June 10th, 1952 The Columbian

PRISONERS GRADUATE AS PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Completing an experiment unigue in the British Commonwealth,

a group of inmates of the B.C. Penitentisry last week finished
a course in public spesking and human relations arrangesd

within the walls by the Dale Carnegie Institute.

Warden R.S. Douglass revealed today that the class of thirty-

one volunteer inmates, short term men, had been surprisinsl
= (=)

successful.

The course of seventeen weeks was climaxed with =& banguet in
the prison on Saturday where the student speakers greatly

.

impressed various officials attending. Wal Angus, Instructor

ds
4

from the Carneglie Institute which provided the courss free

of charge to the Penitentiary, said he was proud of the class

9,

and the amazing transformation developed in the men. The

Warden Douglass, The New Westminster Institubtion has been
a leader in the eld in Canada in trying to develop
rehabilitation principles. It is not known yelt whethar we

+

C

will be able to continue the Carnegie classes, although
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June 11lth, 1952 The Columbian

NINE TIME LOOSER AT LARGE

Armed prison guards roamed the banke of the Fraser River
today searching for a thirty-nine year old habitual conviet
who slipped out of the grey walled B.C. Penitentiary in a

garbage truck Tuesday Juns 10th.,

am Munavich, alias William Brown, drug addict-burglar
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Prison Officiale sald the convict wag last seen working within

the huge, sentry patrolled walls znd advanced a theory that
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and it is believed he got off the rear of the truck

[
ey

lon
4]
-1y

¢re the prison officer dumped the load.

Prison officers did not see Munavich sfier 3:00 pem. whan he

d
was supposed to be cleaning up the gardens and yard of the
rison. He was not missed until the prison closed for *the
regular check up at 4:40 p.m. and the general alarm was

gounded.

g
the North end of the Pattullo Bridge and searched cars.

It was the first clean getaway from the Penitentiary in morse

than twenty years. An attempt by several prisoners to climh
he wall was foiled in 1939. A prisoner escaped from a

street gang in 1930 and another escape from a wharf in 1929
k

ked up later.

L.

"Strict rules are laid down for all activities and movements

s and trucks in the prison under congtant Super=-

]

=
'._Hu
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vision of guards", zaid the Warden.

"There may have been a gap of a minute or less when the
prisoner might have climbed into the garbage piled on the

dump truck",

Other guards searched through car loads of workers leaving

night shifts at Fraser Mills and other industrial plants in
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Guards were stationed as far east as the Pitt River Bridge

other patrols guarded the Coquitlam=-Port Moody ares.

viction as & habitual criminal was the first in

o

His co
Canada under the 1947 ammendment of +the Criminal Code
providing special penalties for those found guilty of being

confirmed criminals.

Evidence produced showed that Munavich had gerved nine prison

e

sentences on charges including breaking and entering, reta ning

-

stolen property and escaping lawful custody.

It is believed his break was a stroke of amazing luck and

by wary residents. Dressed in Penitentiary clothing, Munavich

did not resist capture and was carrying no weapons police said,

Two prowler officers arrested Munavich after a salesman alerted

o

police at 8:10 a.m. An eyewitness described Munavich as a

cold and miserable si ht, wet to the knees, unshaven and dirtv.
¥

One June 25th, 1952 the Columbiszn reports:

-

Ui
4
ot

Charges of escaping lawful custody will be laid agains 37

year old William lMunavich *his week, B.C, Penitentisrv
Y ¥
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Officlals disclosed today.
Action against prison guards responsible for the

rending stated a report from Ottawa.
On 26th June, 1952, the Columbian reports; An application
to have B.C. Penitentiary inmate William Munavich released to

trial on a charge of excaping lawful custody was granted

&t

facs
in County Court today.
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November 14th, 1952 The Columbian

MAN FOUND HANGED IN CELL

A 32 year old prisoner of the B,C. Penitentiary committed
suicide in his cell early this morning. Kevan Carrcll, =
native of Ireland, hanged himself by a torn blanket from

t point of his cell gate.
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that Carroll was depressed because he was

d
to be deported back to Ireland. He did not want to g0,

Warden R.S. Douglass said that Carroll was a moodv individuai
= Y

and did not mix with the other prisonsrs,

He appeared to be upset at the thought of going back
L . g

[

He was sentenced to two years imprisonment in Vancouver in

June this yesr but lsarned recently that he was to bs deported.

L 5:20 a@.m.

New Westminster Fire Department Inhalator crew were summoned

and worked for an hour tc try and revive him, but without
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January 7, 1953,

The Warden,
The Penitentiary,
NEW WESTMIINSTER, B.C,

Re: Penitentiary Reserve,
Re: Goose Island.

-

Dear Sir:

1. I enclose herewith copy of letter recelved
from essrs, Lawrence A. Elliott and Warren T, lalone,
of New Westminster, offering to purchase 60,000 lineal
Teet of cedar poles, and some fir saw logs from the
penitentiary property known as Goose Islapd, If this
transaction were to be considered, 1t would, of course,
be necessary to declare the timber surplus and turn the
matter over to the Crown Assets Disposal Corporation to
maxe all necessary arrangements for its sale.

2. This letter raises the whole matter of the
ultimate use of this Island and whether there is any object
in the Department retaining it. I have studied the ¥Yarden's
letter dated June 21st, 1943, your file 6~48, «nd your

own report accompanying it which describsd your visit to
the Island., I have also considered your rerort dated

Nay 27th, 1950, your file £1-53, which described the
difficulties of making any practical use of this Islsnd

for penitentiery purposes. I zm inclined to think that
there 1s not much point in cortinuing to hold this Island
and that it might be wise to declare the whole Island
surplus to our requirements and turn 1t over to the

Crown Assets Disposal Corporation for disposal of either
lend or timber, as it may sse fit, to the best advantage

of the Crown. In any event, proceeds of scle of eitherp
land or timber would not accrue to the benefit of the
Penitentiary Vote.

3. I would be glad to have your views on this
natter befere replying to Kessrs., Elliott and Malone's
letter. .

Tours truly,

=g}
a
E
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COPY British Columbia Penit tentiary

AH Commanicaliona fo be WARDEN'S OFFICE 0o g

addressed fo the Warden Your Ref oo iooovniienisii

prgary Dth, 1953,

New \1’estn1haster,

The Commissioner of PrnLtentiaries,
vepartug pt of Justice,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Uear Sir: Re - Penitentiary Reserve

e = Goose Islard. o
1, rieferernce your letter of Jamiary 7th,
1953, I ust crec with you that there is not mueh
point in continuing to hold Goose lslaps. 1 =
unadle to see it beins of any practical use to the
Penitentiary in view of the fany di Ticulties outlired
in my letter of ray 27th, 1950, Tile 1-1-73,
2. ‘he island was originally :ranted to the
venitaitiary in 1905 as a source of sunrly for fusl
and rock. o use has been rade of the 1q7rnd since 1909,

“lth our precent meti sds of heating by coal ani oil, any
resources that night be oLtaineg Tron the island aze now
not rcixivOd In any cvent, to obtain #>0d from the islang
(1th inmite labour, staff SJPHPV:'iOW and ,Jrc“; se of
equipment such as 70 cing supplies and a larbo toat woulj
present a prchlblblve cost. In addition thea danzer of

inmates escaping would be always rresent.

2

3 I would recommend that the island be declared
surplus to our reuufrcwert and turned over to the Crown
Assets Disposal Corporation of disposal as it may see iit.

Tours truly,

a
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Douglass had fifteen officials and guests from various

ations attending the luncheon for the class graduates,
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING
31st MARCH 1953. - R.S. DOUGLASS, WARDEN

The population showed an increase of 32 during the last fiscal year,
rising to a total of 549. There were 238 males and 24 females received,

while totals of 203 males and 27 female inmates were discharged. One

death occured during the year.

As of March 3lst, 1953 there were 9 inmates confined in the Provincial
Mental Hospital, these inmates remain on the register of the B.C.
Penitentiary while so confined at the mental hospital. The Doukhobour
population was reduced by a total of 39 to 17 by ticket of leave
releases, which were Tecommended by the Doukhobour Consultive Committee

of the Government of British Columbia and by normal expiration of sent-

ence.,

The health of the inmates has been good during the year. Pending com-
pletion of the new hospital it was necessary to utilize one of the
cell tiers as a temporary hospital where 14 patients were treated.
The new hospital was opened on December 10th, 1952 and marks another
Step in the improvement of our treatment services. The bright, clean
sanitary and uptodate wards with modern kitchen, office and operating
Troom, give the institution an opportunity of providing a good measure
of helpful and scientific medical treatment towards rehabilitation.
In addition to the new hospital X-ray equipment has been installed
which is broving to be of great help. With the appointment of g
permenant part-time dentist, who has been provided with satisfactory
accomodation and equipment, it is now possible to further improve

the health of all inmates, On July 4th, 1952 the Red Cross Clinic
for blood donations visited the Penitentiary and a total of 278

inmates voluntarily gave a pint of blood each.

Following the resignation of Rev, Bryce Wallace, to return to outside
ministry, the Rev. D, J. Gillies was appointed Protestant Chaplain

at the Penitentiary in October 1952, In December 1952 3 seris of

tape recordings were broadcast over radio station CKNW. These ,
recordings comprised fifteen minute addresses together with renditions
of hymns sung by the inmate choir. Mr. Ray MacNess our organist,

has given of his time and effort preparing the choir for these broad-
casts. Considerable outside appreciation of these prgrams was forth
coming and showed itself in the form of telephone calls and letters
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expressing gratification to the Chaplain.

Father M.J. Barry, Roman Catholic Chaplain reports that the activities
of his department have been well maintained during the year. Mass

is said every Sunday at nine o'clock in the morning with the assist-
ance of inmate servers and choir. A high percentage of the Catholic
population attends services regularly and Father Barry attributes this
in part to, the favourable climate which prevails in the institution
and encourages such attendance. The Chaplains take a most active

part in the activities of the institutional inmate Alcoholics
Anonymous Group with the attendance being fourty. On two occasions
former members have returned to the Penitentiary to address the

institutional group, and this action has made a lasting and benefical

impression,

The bookbinding department has increased its volume of production.

A total of 3,813 books were bound or repaired which included 489
books for the New Westminster School Board and 50 for the Department
of Veterans Affairs, Shaughnessy Military Hospital, 43 for Port
Moddy School Board, 7 for the Surrey School Board and 127 for

officers revenue.

High School Correspondence courses were contineud as in the past
yvears under the auspices of the Provincial Department of Education.
The cellular activities has continued to expand. As of April 1st,
1953 128 inmates were engaged in hobby work of some kind, sales of
hobbycraft articles to officers, official visitors and at two bazzars
sponsored by the Rev. J.M. Barry and D. J. Gillies the two chaplains
of the Penitentiary amounted to a total of $1,681.80 during the

year. A hobby revolving fund has been set up and is in operation
whereby an inmate wishing to pursue a hobby and having no funds

may borrow the necessary money. A Class in effective speaking and
human relations conducted by Mr. Warwick C. Angus of the Dale
Carnegie Institute was conducted in JUne 1952 with 33 inmates receiv-

ing their certificates at graduating ceremonies held at the Penitentiary

The inmate magazine "Transition' which was first published in March
1952 continued to increase in circulation. As-of April 1lst, 1953

524 paid subscriptions were in force.

The Vocational Officer has many diversified duties among which the

following may be mentioned, participation in the grading committee,

classification board. The Work Committee which meets to allocate
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work assignments. He takes part in the grading committee meetings
at the end of each quarter. Both work and classification meet now
almost every week on Wednesday mornings, the work board has had fifty

and the classification board fourty three sessions during the past

year.

The National Employment continues to interview each inmate>three
months before his discharge, after assessing his abilities and skills
which he may have acquired during his term of imprisonment, undertakes

to try and place him in suitable and gainful employment.

Among the work projects and alterations accomplished some of the more
noteworthy may be cited as follows: completion of the new hospital,
relocation of the dental lab, construction of a brick and plaster
canteen building in the main cell block dome, remodeling of the main
hall passage, hospital plumbing, the installation of oil storage tanks
for the o0il burning boiler in the Engineers Department. The new
refrigeration plant in the Kitchen Department was completed. Tenement

building #5 was rehabilitated with the installation of modern furnace,

plumbing and kitchen fixtures.

The appointment of an Instructor Drafting, D. Percy in July 1952 made
possible a class in drafting in September of that year. Seven

inmates were prepared for examination for their fourth class engineers
certificates and all were sucessfull in passing their examination which
were presided over by the Provincial Boiler Inspector. Certificates

of graduation were duly granted to the successful candidates.

Farm operation was well maintained during the year and an excellent
crop was harvested. With the exception of potatoes, it was possible

to meet all the requirements of the Stewards Department for vegetables

during the winter and Spring.

The program of recreational activities has been maintained throughout
the year. The Softball team competed this year in the New Westminster
league which has been raised from grade "B" to grade "A" standard.

It has become one of the ma jor sporting activities here. The New
Westminster City Police kindly loaned a boxing ring and donated con-
siderable equipment. Boxing tournaments were held on November 11,

and December 26th, 1952 and again in February 15th,1953. Constable
Whalley of the New Westminster City Police refereed these bouts.

They also provided a young outside boxer to fight against one of our
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inmates in an exhibition bout. Both contenders are well known
lightweight champions who boxed against each other in civilian life.
Recreational activities now include weight lifting, gymnastics and
tumbling, chess, checkers, contract bridge, table tennis as well as

the major sports of baseball, football and boxing,

The inmate band has been further developed and is now composed of two
parts. The old timers or hillbilly groups consisting of seven music
ians and a modern band composed of eleven instrumentalists, During
Christmas and New Year season they provided all inmate concerts,

which added to a successful holiday season for all the inmates of the

institution.

A conference of Chief Keepers and Censor Clerks and in each conference
many important matters relating to the duties of these two classes of
officers were examined and discussed. Eight custodial officers and

three instructors attended the Penitentiary staff college.

The upsurge of the population in the past years in the province of
British Columbia is reflected in the prison population rising to a
point where cell accomodation is strained and the institution is in
grave danger of becoming over crowded. This situation is common to
all other types of prisons in the province and is receiving the earnest

attention of provincial authorities,

END OF REPORT
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April 13th, 1953 The Columbian
CITY CHOIR PAY VISIT TC PENITENTTIARY.

For the first time in many years Choral Eucharistic Communion
was celebrated in the B.C. Penitentiary, when the full choir
from Holy Trinity Cathedral visited the prison Sunday

morning.

Over one hundred prisoners took part in the service which
was conducted by the Rector, Rev. I.T.H. Pearson, assisted

by the Rev. Gillies, the Penitentiary Chaplain.

Sixteen prisoners took communion during the service and the
Holy Trinity Choir sang the anthem "Joy Fills the Morning",

directed by Cathedral Organist, Frederick Nelson.
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October 29th, 1953 The Columbian

BUILDING NEW HUT FOR PEN PRISONERS
Forty-seven Sons of Freedom Doukhobors, serving sentences
for nude parading will be moved to the B.C. Penitentiary

around the first of the year.

Prison Officials said Wednesday work was being rushed on the
new army type "H" Hut dormitory, but that it was not

expected to be completed until azround the end of December,

B.Cs Penitentiary Officials said the new dormitory will
house a group of fifty inmates selected from the present
prison population so that the Douks may be moved into fire-

proof cells.

The new Dormitory (of fireproof wooden construction) houses
twenty-five prisoners in each of the two wings with the
central portion of the structure housing showers and toilet

facilities.
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December 30th, 1953 The Columbian

CONVICT SLIPS PAST DRAGNET.

Escaping from the B.C. Penitentiary piggery farm abour
4:00 p.m. December 29th, Anders Berg, 54 year old convict,
during the night and this morning successfaully eluded a
dog tracker and a dragnet of guards and police spread over
the lower mainland area. Several new leads are being

investigated today.

He was missed at 4:05 p.m. from the piggery squad outside the
prison said Warden R.S. Douglass. We believe he ducked into
the Glen Brook Ravine. He must have got a head start of half

an hour or so to evade our immediate flying squads.

Anders Berg was recaptured on a downtown street early today,

police reported.

A department spokeman said Berg did not put up a struggle
when captured in the 200 Block Georgia St., shortly after

9:00 a.m,

Guards from the Penitentiary were immediately sent to police
headquarters to take charge of the man, who escaped after

serving all but six months of a two year term for breaking and

entering.
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March 2nd, 1954 The Columbian

HUMAN RELATIONS AND PUBLIC SPEAKING

"I can hold up my head again in the outside world".

This poignant hope is expressed by a group of inmates of the
B.C. Penitentiary who have worn a new faith in themselves

and the humanity of normal society.

More than ninety convicts in the past year volunteered for
the special Dale Carnagie courses in human relations and

public speaking conducted within the high walls of the prison.

The B.C. Penitentiary was the first institution in the
Commonwealth to introduce this innovation in rehabilitation.
The success of the course has attracted gratifyihg attention

from high officials and modern penologists.

On Saturday, February 27th, the third class graduated. The
thirty students, selected from those with short terms to
complete, had worked for sixteen weeks with Wal Angus,

instructor and director for the sponsors, the Dale Carnagie

Institute.

0f fifty-one students who have left the Penitentiary from
the first two courses, forty are reported to have attained
satisfactory Jjobs and a happy life. At least three have won

promotion to executive positions in business.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED
31st MARCH 1954 - R.S. DOUGLASS, WARDEN

The population showed an increase of 89 during the past year, rising

to a total of 638, which is partly occasioned by the arrest and
incarceration of a group of Doukhobours totalling 47, who were admitted
to the institution in February 1954. There were 331 males and 11
females received while 248 males and 13 females were discharged. Two
deaths occured during the year. As of 31st March 1954 there were 9
inmates confined in the Provincial Mental Hospital. These inmates
remain on the register of the Penitentiary while so confined at the
mental hospital. The general health of the inmates during the year

was good.

February 5th, 1954 the Red Cross Clinic for blood transfusion donat-
ions visited the Penitentiary. A total of 303 pints of blood were

given which represents the highest total yet obtained at the Institution

The Penitentiary Psychiatrist reports that he held 793 interview with
individual inmates. Group therapy was initiated during the year with
two separate groups participating, while a third group will commence

treatment shortly. When the electroshock machine presently on order,
is received, it is hoped that many of the cases, which have up to

the present been committed to the Provincial Mental Hospital will be

treated at the Penitentiary.

The Rev. D. J. Gillies, Protestant Chaplain reports that the regular
weekly work and the Sunday Services have been well maintained during
the year. The choir and the religious services contributed to the
spiritual welfare of the inmates during the year. The inmate attend-
ance was on a voluntary basis, once more gave consistant gratifying
indications of the interest maintained in spiritual values. Twice
during the year in April 1953 and again in Junaury 1954 a series of
tape recordings were broadcast over the local radio station CKNW.

The addresses were broadcasts of fifteen minutes duration accompanied

by the inmate choir.

Rev. M. J. Barry reports the activities of his department have been
well maintained. Chaple attendance has been most satisfactory, part-
icularly on Good Friday, Easter and Christmas. In winter, on alternate
Sunday afternoons, fourteen variety shows by outside professional

entertainers were provided and the performances were made available to
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to the entire prison population. Elementary and High School
correspondence courses were obtained from the B.C. Department of
Education. As of April 1st, 1954, 137 pupils were on register for
courses in 65 different subjects. A lecture program made possible
through the extension department of the University of B.C. consisted

of 6 lectures. Average attendance on a voluntary basis amounted

to 210 inmates each lecture.

A class in effective speaking and human relations conducted by Mr.
Warwick C. Angus of the Dale Carnegie Institute was comclided in
February 1954 when thirty inmates received their certificates of
graduation. These classes consisted of morning and afternoon sessions
on 17 Saturdays. Cellular activities continued to expand. As of
April 1st, 1954 181 inmates were engaged in various forms of vocat-
ional work in their cells. Sales of hobbywork to officers, visitors
and the bazzar sponsored by the Rev. M. J. Barry and the Rev. D. J.
Gillies amounted to $4,484.54. At the end of the fiscal year there
were four tiers of cells, totalling 44 cells in one cell block used

by inmate hobbyist.

The inmate magazine 'Transition'" continued a successful year of
publication. Several of its articles were reprinted in local daily
newspapers. As of April 1st, 1954 there were 512 paid subscriptions
409 of which were from outsiders. In 1953 Classification Officer
Mr. Ward Cook resigned in order to accept the position of Western

Representative of the Remission Service and was replaced by Mr. B.

Wilby.

Among the work projects accomplished it may be of interest to list
some of the more noteworthy. Removal of the laundry building from
the former Doukhobour encampment and the resiting on the farm. Con-
struction of the inmates canteen in the Dome, renovation of the Main
Hall passageway, conversion of the former record room in the Admin-
istration building into a visiting room, conversion of #3 boiler to
oil firing, construction of the new dormitory building B-9, situated
between the kitchen and cell block B-7, affording additional accomod-
ation for 50 inmates, alterations to the Protestant Chapel, providing
an improved view for those seated at the rear of the building, redec-
oration of the R.C. Chapel, re-flooring the cement floor in the Stores
with mastic, therly providing a level and pliable surface, work was

also commenced on the vocational school building F-1. The Instructor



D. Percy attended a special course for vocational training officers

in July 1953 in the Penitentiary Staff College at Kingston. Instructor
Motor Mechanic Etson and Guard W. Morris his assistant in the garage
department attended short courses by outside firms on welding, auto-
motive clinic, and demonstration of power steering. Guard Morris

began the first of an eight day course, one day in each of eight
successive weeks in February 1954 in the latest methods of diagnosing

general automotive troubles.

Inmates completed their preparations for examination as fourth class
engineers and successfully passes their examination presided over
by the provincial Boiler Inspector and obtained their fourth class
certificates. A further 11 students are undergoing instructions

four of whom are ready for examination this year.

Under the joint auspices of the institutional and inmate hobby comm-
ittees a large display of hobby articles was entered in the Pacific
National Exhibition held in Vancouver in August and September of 1933.
The Penitentiary exhibit won the first prize for enteries, winning a
silver medal and the Canadian Hobbywork Magazine trophy for a year

and receives a replica of same for future retention.

Soccer was a major outdoor activity in the realm of sports in the
winter seasons, the institutional soccer team, the "Penguins'" had

a successful season. Entered in in division 3A of the Coast Soccer
League, in competition with outside teams representative of widely
distributed interests, the team attained fifth position in the league
out of a total of nine teams, winning nine games as against seven

losses.

Boxing again was featured as one of the main sporting activities of
the year. The softball team had a successful season once more and
the team captain of the Penitentiary "Seals'" received a replica of
the Al Curran Trophy for the batting championship of the league,
with a batting average of .488, participated in thirteen league

games, making 22 hits in 45 times at bat.

The inmate entertainment group has developed into a proficient unit

of musicians and variety performers. At Christmas and New Year they
staged a diversified program of entertainment that was wildly acclaim-
ed by the inmate population. In view of the excellence of the
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preformance and the good publicity which resulted therefrom, the
local radio station CKNW requested and obtained permission from the
Commissioner of Penitentiaries to make recordings of the show. The
training of officers continued, courses #38,39,40 and 41 at the
staff college in Kingston and were attended by officers of this

institution.

GENERAL REMARKS: ‘
The remission service, the John Howard Society, the Salvation Army,

the special placement division of the Unemployment Insurance Commission,

Alcoholics Anonymous group of Vancouver, British Columbia Department
of Education, the University of British Columbia and Wall Angus of
the Dale Carnegie Institute, rendered most helpful and commendable
services to the institution during the year.

The steadily iﬁcreasing population has necessitated construction of

additional accomodation and it is anticipated that more construction
along similiar lines will be rendered in the coming year.

END OF REPORT
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HALL IS CHIEF KEEPER

Promotion of Thomas W. Hall, former senior clerk at the

B.C. Penitentiary, to the post of Chief Keeper, was announced
today by Warden R.S. Douglass. The appointment took effect
from May lst. Mr. Hall succeeds David McLean, transferred

to Kingston.

Mr. Hall is well known as a Bisley Marksman and veteran of

the New Westminster Regiment, serving overseas as a Major.

He joined the Penitentiary service in 1933 as a guard at
Piers Island and in 1935 was transferred to the B.C.
Penitentiary as clerk in Personnel. He was on leave for
war service from August, 1939, to February, 1946, with the
Westminster Regiment (Motor) and was company commander and
acting 2nd, in command for a time in Italy. He continues

service in the reserve battalion.

A keen rifle shot, Major Hall was a member of the Canadian
Bisley team which attended the famous meet in England in

1952 where he contributed to an outstanding score for Canada.
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JOHNSTONE WARDEN OF KINGSTON.

Walter F. Jehnstone, 49, New Westminster Native Son, has
been named Warden of one of Canada's largest Penitentiaries,

Kingston, Ontario.

The new Warden joined the ranks of the Department of Justice
at the B.C, Penitentiary in 1934, and rose to the position
of Warden's secretary. In 1948 he was transferred to Ottawa

as a training officer.

In 1953 he was named Superintendent of the Penitentiary

Staff College in Kingston.

He succeeds Richard M. Allan, a 40 year veteran of the

Penal Service.

1042
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June 5th, 1954 The Columbian

MAYOR AROUSED BY OTTAWA REFUSAL

New Westminster will continue to press for removal of the
B.C. Penitentiary despite Justice Minister Stuart Garson's
hope~-shattering comments Friday that removal would cost

$10,000,000.,00.

Mayor F.H. "Toby" Jackson said today that the City Council
was continuing to press as hard as they could for removal to

another site.

A Penal Institution right in the middle of the city is not
tollerated anywhere else and there is no reason why it should
be here, said the Mayor. We are definitely continuing our

fight to have it revoked, however much it may cost.

In the House of Commons Thursday Justice Minister Garson
told New Westminster M.P. George Hahn that it would cost
10 million dollars to build a new Penitentiary in B.C.,
if the present one were removed from New Westminster, and
that the government would not be able to recover anything

from the present one except the value of the land.

Mayor Jackson said today that a move was desireable not only
from the point of view of the city but also for the benefit
of the inmates who had insufficient room to carry out

rehabilitation work.

They could certainly use a bigger farming area, said the Mayor,
and you can bet we will continue to go after Ottawa for removal of

the prison.



1044y

706

September Lth, 1954 The Columbian

MINOR DISTURBANCE ON PEN REVEALED.
Reports of a disturbance in the B.C. Penitentiary this week
are explained today by Warden R.S. Douglass as a minor

"noise"session by a score of inmates in their cells.,

The incident took place September 2nd, for about an hour
when a small group of prisoners made a noise and clatter
with their furniture. Actual damage was negligible, Warden

Douglass said. The group is but a fraction of six hundred

inmates.

The Warden said that minor disturbances by disgruntled inmates

do crop up occasionally.

Disciplinary action has been taken, said the Warden.

Conditions in the Institution are quiet and normal.
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CONVICT ELUDES PARK DRAGNET
A fifty man army of Police and Prison Cuards were still
combing Queens Park area early this afternoon for a 27 year
old convict who fled a B.C. Penitentiary work gang this
morning. It is now admitted he may have dodged out of the

area or even used a bicycle to make distance.

Still at large is Robert Bates, who was serving a three

year term for burzlary.

Bates was missed at 11:45 a.m. from a work gang repairing
Pen Row Tenements. Prison Officials flashed word to all
lower mainland police departments and road blocks were set
up at Pattullo Bridge and other strategic points. On
Sunday morning, 2lst of November, Bates jumped Ken Morton,
Provincial Registrar of Voters, on S.E. Marine Drive in
Burnaby, and forced him at knife point to drive him to

Vancouver's west end.

Bates told Morton the only reason he broke out was to go and
finish off his wife in Winnipeg. Bates was recaptured in
Stanley Park on December 7th. He was cornered Tuesday in
bush between 2nd and 3rd beaches by two traffic officers

shortly after noon.

The officers fired three shots at the escapee and one of
the bullets grazed his arm. Bates surrendered after =
revolver in his posession misfired. On December 22nd, 1954,
Bates wags sentenced to one year additionsl in the B.C.

LTS

Penitentiary.
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December 24th, 1954 The Columbian
STEAK, CREAM PUFFS FOR PRISCNERS' TABLE,

T.-Bone Steaks and Cream Puffs and a movie "From Here to
Eternity", are among the feature items marking the Christmas

of inmates in the B.C. Penitentiary.

Warden R.S. Douglass said today special menus have been
prepared for Christmas day meals, but instead of the
traditionai turkey dinner, the prisoners will feat on
T.-Bone Steaks and FPlum Pudding. Cther meals of the dav

include Cream Puffs, Cake and Date Rars.

Also on the bill for Saturday are religious services and a
epecial movie, while tonight artists among the prisoners
will broadcast a variety show from the Auditorium that will

be heard over cell block radios.

Cn Sundesy morning the thirty voice Choir from Holy Trinity
Cathedral will sing at the prisoners' church service, under
the Adirection of Fred Nelson. In the afternoon a soccer
match has been arranged with an outside team, and another

movie will be shown.
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PEN MAGAZINE SUSPENDED AS INMATES QUIT

Publication of the B.C., Penitentiary Magazine "Transition"
has been suspended temporarily as a result of a dispute with
the inmate editors as to content. A censor bosrd at the
Institution objected to some references to Department of
Justice Officials planned in the December issue. The six
inmate editors quit rather than delete the objectionable

articles as advised by Warden R.S. Douglaes.

The tiny publication, started in 1952, was intended to
express the literary talents of inmates and has resulted
in many interesting issues, officials said, but it was not

intended to stray into abusive comments.

It is expected the publication "Transition" will be resumed

before long.
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Februsry 10th, 1955 The Columbian

PETER DALL FOUND DEAD

Peter R.M. Dall, 60, 35 Columbia Street, died this morning
at his residence on Pen Row, Government home of B.C.

Penitentiary employees.

A guard at the prison for many years, he had been in ill

heaith.

He was found in the garage at the rear of the home, and

efforts of the Fire Department Inhalstor squad failed to

revive him.
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31 March 1955
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 1955

R.S. DOUGLASS, WARDEN:

The population has shown a further increase of 40 during the past year, rising

to a total of 678 inmates. There were 270 males and 10 female inmates received
230 males and 10 females were discharged. 190 released by expiration of sentence;
28 by ticket of leave licence; 9 by unconditional release; 12 by transfer to

other penitentiaries; and one by death.

There were three inmates confined at the Provincial Mental Hospital and three
at hospitals outside the Penitentiary under temporary ticket of leave. One

inmate unlawfully at large, having escaped from the Provinical Mental Hospital.

Reverend D.J. Gillies, Protestant Chaplin and Reverend Father M. J. Barry, Roman

Catholic Chaplin report a successful year,

There were 338 books of fiction. 975 non-fiction and 607 reference books on
stock in the library. During the year 37,756 books were issued, 174,077
magazines were issued from the library. A total of 27 students were registered
in school for 187 courses in 62 different subjects. One student took an Inter-
national Schools Course in Structural Engineering. A fourth class in Effective
Speaking and Human Relations conducted by Mr. Warwick and C. Angus of the Dale
Carnegie Institute was concluded on February 19, 1955. 32 members received their
graduation diplomas. There were 250 inmates engaged in Hobby work. Sales of

hobby were $6, 167.90 during the year.

Forty-seven Classification Board Meetings took place in which 268 inmates were
considered, together with 41 Work Board meetingsrdealing with approximately

600 inmates,

Numerous work projects being completed during the year. 2 new dormitories B-9

and B-10 were completed and placed in operation, each providing accomodations

for 50 men.

The new staff house H-14 is ready for plastering. The Vocational training

school F-1 was completed and will serve to further develop the rehabilitation

program,
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One hundred and nine inmates were enrolled in various vocational courses, 15

graduated, 5 were discharged prior to graduation and 62 continued their training.

A total of 35 inmates have been employed in the Stewards Department during the

year. 685,917 inmate meals were served and 32,190 duty meals in the Officer's

Mess,

10,809 dozen eggs were produced, 40,681 pounds of pork, 38,890 pounds of cabbage,
132,510 pounds of potatoes, 25,020 pounds of onions, 18,300 pounds of lettuce,

11,034 pounds of beets, 12, 520 pounds of cucumbers.

The Penitentiary "SEALS' entered in the New Westminster soft ball league, and the
"PENGUINS'" a soccer team was entered in the third division of the Vancouver and
District soccer league, and played a total of 28 games, winning the Championship

and a nice cup.

Six Penitentiary Officers' training courses were held at Calderwood during the

year in which 18 Officers from this Penitentiary attended.

I have been advised by my physican that my health is impaired and that my early
retirement is advisable. I am, therefore, taking this opportunity to express my
deepest appreciation for support and co-operation I have received from the
Commissioner, Major General R.B. Gibson. I would be remiss in my duty if I failed
to mention the friendly co-operation and loyalty which at all times I have been

accorded by my staff here at the Penitentiary,
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May 3rd, 1955 The Columbian

PENITENTIARY ACRES NOT USED
Federal Government rejection of an offer by city council to
purchase 3.7 acres of B,C. Penitentiary property was scored

by Alderman Alex Courtney Monday night.

Communication from Justice Minister Stuart CGarson said the
property east of the Cumberland Road was needed as a working

ground and food supply for the growing population of inmates.

Alderman Courtney said the piece of property had not been
in use for some time and government officials were voorly

sdviced as to its value to the institution.

Mayor Fred Jackson also said he had advised the government
to place a price tag on the property since Ottawa Officials

has said the City's $600.00 per acre offer was unsatisfactory.
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ACTING WARDEN

The Acting Warden for the B.C. Penitentiary from today

will be Deputy Warden F.C.B., Cummins, Warden R.S. Douglass,
who ended active duty on Friday, June 3rd, 1955,

Warden Douglass commenced his retirement leave after forty-
two years of service. Acting Deputy Warden will be

T.W. Hali, Acting Chief Keeper is G.G. Foulkes, Principle

Keeper.

Warden Douglass is on leave until the end of the year, by

which time new appointments will be announced from Ottawa.
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ALCATRAZ OF PITT LAKE TIME CRUMBLES 10OG JAIL

PRISON GHOST HAUNT LAKE 'PEN' ISLE

SIRs

SEND UP THE GAS BOAT. CONS 30 AND 25 HAVE MADE A MURDEROUS
ASSAULT ON SELF AND ANOTHER INMATE. MATTER UNDER CONTROL,

PRISONERS HANDCUFFED.
OFFICER W. WALSH.

This cryptic message, sent by carrier pigeon on May 28th,
1908, sent officials of the B.C. penitentiary into a hum of
activity, for there was trouble at "Pen" Island, Pitt Lake's

little~-known penal colony.

* * *

Today, alone and forgotten, the penitentiary outpost is a
crumbling ruin - a forgotten chapter in the colorful history
of New Westminster.

¥* * 3*
Pen Island was deeded to the B.C. Penitentiary by act of
parliament on Feb. 4, 1903, as a stone and wood-cutting camps
Technically, the island was known as Goose or Wright Island,
but following occupation by prisoners and their guards in
June, 1906, it became known as "Pen" Island, and so remains

to oldtimers of the Pitt Lake country.

B.C. Penitentiary records show that two guards and seven
prisoners moved onto the lonely island, situated in the

geographical center of Pitt Lake, on June 6, 1906. Within



L1054

589 A
a month and a half the work party had built the stout bunk-

house, officers quarters, road and wharf that are still in

evidence today.

But the outpost never met the dreams of the government planners,
who envisioned scow loads of cord wood and cut rock moving

down the 25-mile river road to New Westminster.

The prison records show that 200 cords of wood was cut by 14
prisoners in 1906, and that the island was occupied again for
the summer months of 1907 and 1908. More wood was cut in those
years, but there is no evidence that even a single rock was

gquarried on the island.

The problem then was prison control., At least four prisoners
escaped the island, and the carrier pigeon message that is still
in the files of the penitentiary today, shows that at least

one prisoner riot was encountered.

The two excapes, however, served to further establish the color-
ful reputation of William Patchell, a custodian at the prison,
who later became the first man to rise through the ranks to

the post of warden of the B.,C. Penitentiary.

DAVY CROCKETT
"Bill" Patchell, according to many of the old-time Pitt Lake

residents, was the "Davy Crockett" of his day. His outstanding
craftsmanship in the woods was the undoing of two of the four
men who escaped, and it forced the third to give himself up

at the very gates of the Royal City prison.
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The first two escapees, reached the eastern shore of the lake
on a makeshift raft, and landing at Raven creek, headed across

country for Haney and the rail line.

Patchell, chief keeper of the prison at the time, tracked the
men through the dense forest for days and finally effected their

arrest in the rail yards of Haney.

The second bid for freedom was made by two Indians, who attempted
to reach Stave Lake. Patchel "hound-dogged" the pair on his

own clear through the primeval forest to Stave river. One was
never recaptured, but the second appeared at the gates of the

main Royal City jail, and begged to be taken in and fed.

The last prisoners left the island in September, 1908, and
although still the property of the B.C. Penitentiary, was never

used again.

Today, nature has moved in where the men wielded their axes
and built the stout buildings. For years hunters and woods-
men used the guarters as emergency shelter, but now the walls

have crumbled and only the ghosts of a forgotten era remain.
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October 18th, 1 The Columbtian
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CUMMINS HEADS R.C. PENITENTIARY
New Warden of the B.C. Penitnetiary is former Deputy
Warden F.C.B. Cumming, who has been Acting Warden during

the retirement leave of R.S. Douglass.

The announcement was made in advices received today from

Ma jor General R.B. Gibson, Commissioner of Penitentiaries,

Cttawa.

Also appointed were Chief Keeper T.W. Hall as Deputy Warden,

Principle Keeper G.G. Foulkes as Chief Keeper.

Appointments date from July 1lst from the Order-In-Council

and confirmation was dated Cctober 7th.

All three officials are veterans of Penitentiary and War
Services. Warden Cumming Jjoined as a (Clerk in February,
1933, and took over the duties of Deputy Warden in

February, 1950,

0.0, Foulkes has been with the service for twenty-three
years and a veteran of the R.A.F. during World War I. He
joined the R.C.A.F. in World War II in the Provost Rranch

and retired as Squadron Leader. He wag appointed Principle

Keeper last year.

No changes in the operation policy of the R.C. Penitentiary

are contemplated at the present time, Warden Cummins said

today.
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The Institution at New Westminster is considered one of the
most advinced in Canada in penology, procedures and
rehabilitation. t present there are some six hundred

and fifty inmates and a staff of one hundred and ninety.
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ALEX WILSON NAM=ED TQ PRISCN POSITICN

Another promotion has been announced by Warden F.C.R. Cummins
of the B.C. Penitentiary in the appointment of Alex Wilson,
former Keeper, as Principle Keeper. He takes the post formerly

occupied by Chief Keeper G.G. Foulkes.

Principle Keeper Wilson has been with the service for thirty-
three years and is a well known New Westminster resident.

He first joined the service in 1914 and then served with the
Seaforths overseas in World War I. He rejoined the staff

in 1919 and resigned in 1923 to enter private business as

a service station operator and WMotor Agency. In 1932 he re-
entered the Penitentiary Service and in 1938 was appointed
Keeper. His promotion has been dated July lst, and has been

confirmed at Ottawa.
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31 March 1956

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 March 1956 -
F.C.B. CUMMINS, WARDEN

The population showed an increase of lh‘during the past year, rising to a

total of 692.

There were 340 inmates received, 326 discharged. Of these discharged, 192

by expiration of their sentences, 92 by ticket of leave absence and 14 by
transfer to other Penitentiaries. Two deaths occurred during the year. As
of March 31, 1956 there were three inmates confined at the Provincial Mental
Hospital, 1 under section 58 and two under section 61 of the Penitentiary Act.

These inmates remain on the record of the Penitentiary while so confined at

the Mental Hospital.

The mobile clinic of the Red Cross Transfusion Service visited the institution
on July 5, 1955 and January 3, 1956, a total of 595 pints of blood being

donated voluntarily by the inmates.

Letters of appreciation from Col. D. M. Robertson, the Divisional Director of

the Blood Doner Panel, was published in the inmate magazine "Transition''.

The Psychiatrist reports that he held 899 interviews with individual inmates

while 1568 took part in group therapy sessions.

The Rev. D. J. Gillies, Protestant Chaplin reports the Alcholics Anonymous

meetins were held once a week. The Protestant and Roman Catholic Chaplins

alternating in supervising the same.

The broadcasts over the local radio station CKNW were recorded with the

accompanyment of the inmate choir. Outside the appreciation of these broad-

casts were manifested by numerous letters and telephone messages addressed to

the Chaplin.
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The Rev. Father M. J. Barry reports that the activities of his department
have been well maintained. The Chapel attendance has been satisfactory and

the respect and reverence shown by inmates at the religous services is

gratifying.

As of the 1 April 1956, 80 students were on register for 119 courses in
87 different subjects. Sales of hobbycraft throught various sources such

as to Officers, Visitors, Hobby Displays, reached a total of $12,078.73 for

the past year.

The inmate magazine '"Transition' resumed publication on a bi-weekly basis,

with the issue of July, August 1955 addition.

The Chief Trade Instructors' Department

Numerous projects were completed during the past fiscal year, interviewing
facilities completed in the Office of the Classification Officer. The new
Staff house H-14, for the Chief Keeper was completed and occupied in October.
The second domitory building B-10 was also completed and placed in operation.
A motorized stores elevator was installed in the Storekeepers Department.
Total Industrial production in the various shops reached the sum of $81,995.72
while maintenance charges totaled $3,394.21. Material supplied for projects

totaled $15,602.88.

Vocational courses are beind conducted in Motor Mechanics, Drafting, Carpentry,
and Sheet Metal Trade shops. The Commercial course is also in operation under

the direction of a part time civilian teacher, and the results are comparable

to the results of outside schools.

Conversion of #2 Boiler from coal burning to oil burning was completed during

the year.

A total of 34 inmates have been employed in the Stewards Department during the
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year. A total of 726,030 meals were served tothe inmates during the year
and 33,000 duty meals in the Officer's Mess. The Stewards Department were

provided with 11,410 dozen eggs.

Recreational activities such as soft ball, soc-er, boxing, volley ball, weight
lifting, chess, chequers, contract bridge, table tennis and lawn tennis. Of
these the most important are soft ball, soccer and boxing. The Penitentiary
'"'Seals'' competed in the New Westminster soft ball league, finishing second in
the league. In Soccer the Penitentiary '"Penquins'' competed in the Lower Main-

land Soccer Association league and finished in fifth place.

The retirement of Warden R.S. Douglas resulted in the promotion, effective
July 1, 1955 of Deputy Warden F.C.B. Cummins to the position of Warden, of
Chief Keeper T.W. Hall to the position of Deputy Warden and of priniciple

G.G. Foulkes to the position of Chief Keeper.

END OF REPORT



1062

715

June 7th, 1956 The Columbian

THREE GUNMEN GRT 25 YEAR TERMS

The only interest in this article to the B.C. Penitentiary
is the fact 23 year old Korean Veteran Herbert Howerton
was shot and killed in an attempted bank robbery at the

Burquitlam Royal Bank on April 3rd.

Howerton was working as a guard at the B.C. Penitentiary

when he was shot and killed in the attempted bank robbery.
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FOULKES DEPUTY WARDEN

Gordon George Foulkeg, former Chief Keeper, has been
appointed Deputy Warden at the B.C. Penitentiary, Warden
F.C.B., Cumming announced today following confirmation from

Ottawa.

Deputy Warden Foulkes has been in the service for twenty-
four years and is a veteran of two world wars. He was
commissioned in the Westminster Regiment in 1932-34, he
served in the Infantry and the Royal Flying Corps. of the
R.F.C. in World War I, and was a Squadron Leader in the

R.C.A.FP. in World War II, later appointed Provost-Marshal

at Patricia Bay.

His new appointment dates from May 17th.
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E. WELSFORD APPOINTED CHIEF KEEPER

%,B, Welsford, veteran of the Penitentiary Service for twenty-
four years, has besn appointed Chief ¥eeper at the B.C.
Penitentizry, according to announcement by Warden F.C.B.

Cumming today. The promotion dates from July lst.

¥r. Welsford joined the staff in 1932 and has been store-
{ e post of Chief Keeper formerly

keeper since 1947, He fille th
d

ow Deputy Warden.
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Vr. Welsford served with ths Westminster Regiment oversesas
during the war and was wounded in Italy in August, 1o4l,

i

He is 2 Major in the Militia,
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/

PRISONER IN HOSPITAL AFTER ATTACK

;-.v.

A prisoner who went berserk Tuesday in the B,C, Penitentiary

.

and injured another inmate with a sledge hammer, has baen

committed to the Provincial Hospital, Tssondale.

The viectim received one blow to his head before he rolled away
from the attack that came while the two were working on the

rison's mason gang. Only first aid treatment was needed for

”Ci

The prison psychiatrist examined the hammer weilding prisoner

Wednesday and reported strong homicidasl tendencies.

{This azttack hapvened on 2 Monday morning, the inmates were
coming to work and were being checked in on the gang labour
ticket, TDuring this period the inmate was attacked by another

rted the officer in charge

&)

inmate, when the altercation st
ordered them to stop the horse vlay. As 2 rule there were
always a few members on the gang who were playful and enjoyed

practical jokes and it wasn't until eeveral czlle for

’D
m

assistance that the officer realized that the attack was
indeed seriocus. The two inmates were separated and the inmate

who received the wound was sent to the vrison hospital to have

.

the wound attended to, meanwhile the other

o

was subdued

e
3
j83]
¥
[©))

and quieted, when the second officer on the mason gang arrived
he escorted the inmate to the hoepital for examination., When

the inmate arrived zt the prison hospital under the escort of
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ond officer he saw the inmate whom he had

(o]
()
I3
jos 2
]
7]
14
(@]

attacked earlier, he took a fire extinguisher off the wall
and proceeded to attack the inmate aggzin, the two were

separated before any further damage occurred.

The inmate who went berserk was transferred to Essondzle that
fternoon., He remained in Essondale for 211 but the lsast

sentence when he was transferred back to

e
n
0

month or two of h

r

}-J .
o

o

the B.C. Penitent
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED
31st MARCH 1957 - F. C. B. Cummins, Warden

The poﬁulation showed an increase during the past year, rising to a

total of 718, There were 331 inmates received, while 305 were discharged.
Five deaths occured during the year. On March 31lst, 1957 there were

five inmates confined in the Provincial Mental Hospital, these inmates
remain on the register of the Penitentiary while so confined at the

Mental Hospital.

The health of the inmate population has continued to be excellent,
despite the everincreasing condition of the Institution, which compels
placing inmates in corridors and all available space. Five hundred

and twelve inmates showing emotional distress Wererreferred to the ‘
Penitentiary Psychiatrist for evaluation. First Aid courses are pro-
ceeding under the direction of the Hospital Officer, who is a qualified
instructor, approved by the St. Johns Ambulance Association. 21 inmates
have successfully passed this course. The department of psychology has
been in operation since the appointment of Dr. R. E. Hozinger PH.D.

as Penitentiary Psychologist on November 1lst, 1956.

A series of lectures on basic psychology for the officer in service
training courses has been delivered illustrating the function of
psychology in relation to the modern penology and criminal activities.
Mac Donald Penitentiary Psychiatrist, to conduct additioanl group
theraphy sessions with inmates selected by him as an extension of

his services. The Rev., D. J. Gillies, Protestant Chaplain, reports
that the regular work and services have been well maintained, and
that the attendance on the whole is satisfactory. In the case of

special services held at Christmas and Easter, the attendance was

noticeably higher.

Alcoholic's Anonymous meetings are held weekly the two chaplains
alternating in supervising them, Broadcasts of our service were recorded
on local radio program CKNW from December 24th to December 30th, 1956

on the morning devotion period with the participation of the inmate
choir. The number of telephone messages and letters received by the
Chaplain from the outside public testify to the fact that such services
are appreciated and perform a useful purpose. Rev. Father Barry reports
a year of continued activity in his department. Chapel attendance was

satisfactory. The Catholic Chaplain has again been the initiator of the
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of the program of week end entertainment provided for the inmates
through his contacts with Mr, Garfield White and the back stage club.
During the winter months from November to the end of April live shows
have been regularily brought to the Penitentiary consisting of talented
artists who provide their services entirely free of charge to the
Institution. The Catholic Chaplain together with the School Teacher-
librarian and the Protestant Chaplain constitute the library board,which
among its duties, includes that of acting in an advisory capacity in
regards to the articles submitted by the inmates for publication in the
"Transition". Close attention is paid to the need of a more constructive
outlook on the part of inmate writers. The Chaplains alternate as the
Chairman of the Alcoholic's Anonymous group which continues to show a
beneficial result for its members. This group also has its publication
and the Catholic Chaplain points out that the articles submitted by the
A.A. Members, demonstrating their sincerity and the study devoted by

them to the A.A. Program.

Elementary and High School courses were obtained from the B.C. Department
of Education and the Department of Veterans Affairs. As of March 31, 1957
113 students were registered for 131 couses in different subjects. The
sixth class in Effective Speaking and Human Relations conducted by

Warwick C. Angus of the Dale Carnegie Institute was concluded on March

13, 1957 when 22 graduates received their diplomas at the commencement
cermonies and banquet held for the occasion. These classes were held on
Friday morning, under the able direction of three graduate inmate directors

over a period of 14 weeks, the afternoon session being under the direct-

ion of Mr. Angus himself.

The selling value of the hobbycraft leaving thc Institution either by
direct sales or taken by inmates on discharge or by direct gift by the
makers to relatives is not less than $30,000.00. Three tier cells com-

prising 88 cells in the B-7 cell block are allocated to the use of
hobbyists with noisey hobbies.

The Chief Trade Instructor reports that overcrowding continues to be a
main problem effecting the continuous employment of the inmates as a
result it is necessary to overman shops and constfuction crews in order

to avoid the creation of a large gang with no work. Shop construction

and maintenance crews were kept comparatively busy. The tinsmith shop

was completed in May 1956, the ground floor being used as a lumber storage
shed, farm office and storage in the south end. This is a valuable
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addition to shop space.

Tennis and volleyball courts were completed in May 1956 in the exercise
vard. Work is well under way in the construction of an addition to the
visiting room, which will also contain a storage room for hobby articles.
Much work on roof repairs was carried out. The Wardens residence was
renovated, a double garage was completed for staff house H-14 and a road
way leading to the garage completed. Work in the shops totalled
$99,835.25, maintenance charges in shops totalled $5,900.38 and construct-
ion charges amounted to $7,419,41 making an all inclusive output for the
year $113,155.10. The total of work performed for the B.C. Penitentiary
amounted to $68,578.48,

Vocational courses are being conducted in the following trades: drafting,
motor mechanics, carpentry, sheet metal, diesel mechanics, while a
commercial course comparable to those held in outside commerical schools
is also in operation. Control training is also in operation. It is
carried out in eight industrial shops in connection with their regular
work. The courses are machinist, drafting, bricklaying, shoe repairing,
upholstery, electrical, fourth class stationary engineering and first
ald. The latter course is conducted by the Hospital Officer and upon
graduation the successful candidates receive first aid certificates of

the St. Johns Ambulance Association.

Thirty-six men have been employed 1in the Stewards Department during the
year. 546 gallons of processed vegetables were produced from 5,458 lbs
of the raw product, while 33,500 lbs of meat products having a value of
$6,506.00 were processed. The total meals served to inmates reached
763,689 and officers meals served amounted to 33,250. Egg production
totalled 10,269 dozen. They were produced at a cost of .35 cents per
dozen, but had to be sold to the Steward at the same price as previous
years namely.30 cents a dozen. With the increased cost of feed and
bedding this loss was unavoidable. The quality of baby chicks obtained
has not been up to the standard of previous years. To provide the
quantity of potato crop additional land is urgently required so that a
proper rotation of crops may be initiated. 1In this respect the filling
in by the city of New Westminster of a portion of the Penitentiary ravine
will in the course of two or three years provide an additional tract of
two or three acres of fresh farm land which will partially offset this
problem. To avoid errosion which is taking place at present it is

recommended that plots one and two which are on a side hill be planted
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with raspberries and gooseberries.

The recreation program covers a wide field of activities and embraces

such sports as softball, soccer, touch football, Volleyball, weightlifting,
chess, checkers, table tennis, horse shoes, boxing, and also contract
bridge. The Penitentiary "Seals" again performed well in the softball
league and finished in second place in the standings. Television of the
world series and the grey cup football game was presented at this
Penitentiary. The Institutional entertainment group again provided

concerts for Christmas and New Years holidays.

Three inservice training courses of three weeks duration were conducted
during the year at which 20 Junior officers, with less than one year

of service attended. The instruction has again proved of great value in
preparing new officers for their instituional duties, and is a basic
training program for those who at a latter date will receive more advanced
training in modern penology at the Penitentiary Staff College in Calder-
wood. This training is in addition to the ten day period of orientation
training which all officers undergo at the commencement of employment.

Six senior officers attended the three penitentiary administration

courses #55,60 and 61, they comprised three keepers, one senior clerk,

one storekeeper and one instructor.

The growth of the population of this Penitentiary has continued to assume
alarming proportions, and this naturally interfers with the execution of
the general program of administration. The influx of inmates does not

seem likely to decrease in the forseeable future. Some measure of relief
has been afforded by the transfer on April 29th, 1957 after the close of
the fiscal year, of 36 inmates to Manitoba Penitentiary, but even so our

population has again risen to 711 as of May 24th, 1957.

END OF REPORT.
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April 15th, 1957 The
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PEN INMATES FIND NEW HCPE IN HUMAN RELATIONS CCURSE

Saturday, April 15th, was graduation day for twenty-two

plomas honme,

jedo

atudents, but none were able to take their 4

e

The studentes were convict
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The completed course was Dale Carn

human relstions and leadership training. The graduation
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Penitentisry Cff

The course, exclusive in Canads at the E.C. Penitentisry,

is fourteen weeks, and according to Warden F.C.R, Cummins,
it does wonders towasrds rehabilitation.

Saturday's clases wse the gixth to comnlete the course and,

igtructor, Warwick "Wsl" Ansgus, was
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my best, a2s all the others were.,

ach student epoke on csubjecte ranging from the Srev Cup to

juvenile delingvency, each spoke well,

The cource ig celculated to unwind "2 convict emotionslly”
The main theme of Saturday's sveeches was the hidden fears

which lead most of them to where they are now.

S
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ty of copper

Fdward Arnold Tuken, charged with stealine a quant
wire from a junk pile in the chadow of the 2. C. Penitentiary

walls pleaded not guilty in City Police court.

Prosecution witnesses including Warden F.C.R®., Cummins and

Cn Friday, the Penitentiary Cuard told how he waes making his
early morning checks when he spotted "something that was

ither a2nimal or a being" moving near the outside oate.

®

running down the hill, he gave chase and captured the suspect.
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the prison lands decreased in size has been voiced by New

I'r. Hahn, home for the Christmas Parliamentary recess, said,
Justice Minister Davie Fulton is showing new interest to have
the prison reduced to include only the land within the prison

walle and st a later date tc have the vricon moved 2ltogether.

The New Westminster M.P, s2id that neither step would be

immediate.

He said the Conservative Government was definitely considering

<

v

the construction of 2 new 2nd lsarger pricson in either Alberts

0f the Interior of Eritish Columbia +o relieve the scute
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MCVING THE PENITENTIARY

ige)

The moving of the B.C. Penitentiary to the Interior of the
Province or at least the construction of 3 new Federsl Pen

in the Interior, is gaining more public support,

At one time several department officials looked over various
suggested sites, with 2 specific eye to tranesport facilities

farm land and good security.

ranguille Sanitarium a2t mloop owned by the Province and
only partially used now for T,B, vatients, was proposed =g 2

use and does not want to let it go. The residents of Kamlocps

here szeme tc be & change of heart. Salmon Arm, ¥amloone
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“amloope, Chase suggest the Pen he establiched at Pritchard,
twenty~five miles Tast of Kamloovs, Salmon Arm invites +the

Cttaws Covernment to build in the Sa2lmon Arm District.

ustice Minister Davie Fulton, member for ¥amloops, has been
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1e past year, he has not committed

himself on the Tranquille issue or the feelings of Kamloo oS

Need for another modern Federal Penitentiary for 2,0, and
Albertz has become acute, The building in New Westmincter

hae been overcrowded for some years, and every few monthe

groups cof inmates have been shipved out 2t considarable

-]
H‘

exvense to other Federal Institutions less crowded.
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the renewed interest of the Interior Communities, Mr. Fulton,

ustified now in
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Alex Wilson, 35 Fast Columbisa Street, retired Nonday, Narch
10th, after thirty-five years of service in the -.0,

Penitentiary, latterly as Prin cipal Keevper,

CE. Cummins, the presentation of an arm chair wae made to
Mr. Wilscon by his fellow workers, He will move in June from

his residence on Pen Row to 2 new home at Langley,

Mr. Wilson first joined the service in 1914 and served

overseas in the 29th RBattalion, returning in 1919,

In 1923 he resigned to open a gas station at Dublin znd
12th Street and in 1928 tcok the local Studebaker Agency,

932 to resume employvment at the Penitentiary,
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055, He hassg 2lso been

ol

president of the Institution Credit Union for a number of

ns and two esmaller children in

]

years, He has two grown s

He has been a most efficient and faithful officer, and we

will mise him said Warden Cummins

Among the former officers attending the function in honour of

Mr. Wileon were ex=%Warden R.S. Douglass, Fred Williams,
EsS. McDonald, RBert Ensfer, W.J. Decker, Charles Parstow,

D.C, Allan, Ceocrge Crozier and A.0, Ferguson,
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED 3lst
MARCH 1958 - F.C.B. Cummins, Warden

The past year has been noteworthy at this institution for the initiation
of the new prerelease mechanism adopted for certain selected inmates who
have served long sentences here. Three such long termers were freed
under a system of temporary releases, by which, over a period of several
weeks they were let out daily into the outside world, to mix with the free
population, under supervision if thought necessary, returned to prison

at night. Two of these had been convicted under the habitual act and had
little hope of ever seeing freedom again. The other one,a problem case
had been considered a pyromaniac, who would be a menace when free. The
first of these 44 years of age, had been condemned by the courts as a
habitual criminal, he had been a drug addict and he had a long record of
criminal activities. On the positive side while in prison he had develop-
ed a continuing healthy interest in athlectic activities, particularly
softball. He had been a professional hockey player in his youth. He
learned a trade, he participated in the Dale Carnegie course. The second
man was a pyromaniac, considered as extremely dangerous, in that respect
prior to his admission here. He had spent ten years in continuous
custody, during his confinement his mind gave away temporarily and he was
transferred to a Mental Hospital, where understanding medical personnel

gradually restored him to sanity and in due course returned him to the

Penitentiary.

The contribution of the Roman Catholic Chaplain was invaluable in his
case. He assisted him in the practice of religion, encouraged and re-
assured him continually, accompanied him to his home and to his friends
and prepared final plans for his release. Prior to his discharge, arrange-
ments were made with the fire prevention and police officials in the areas
where he would reside to make them familiar with his case and to ensure
that should be chance, crimes occur in his vicinity he would not be sub-
ject to sudden routine interrogations as a positive suspect. The man

was also serving an indeterminate of preventitive detention. He was
actually the first man in Canada ever to be sentenced under the habitual
criminal act. Though a long record of criminal cohvictions, in prison

he had been industrious and had acquired skills in hobbycraft by means

of the sales of these products he had accumulated the sum of $1,500.00

in his trust fund. He was also released under the system of temporary
release as authorized by the Remission Service and encouraged under super-



vision and guidance to look for a small business in which he could earn
his livilihood while continuing the skills he had learned here. With
wise counselling by qualified persons he did purchase such a business
paying $1,000.00 in case for same, which left him over $500.00 in cash
for working capital. AFter care agencies report he is doing well and
the free world which once he sought to attain by an escape from the

Penitentiary has now become his, by virtue of honest work and welfare.

The population of this institution will continue to increase at an alarm-
ing rate and a further bulk transfer of inmates to other Penitentiaries
will be needed in the near future. A total of 136 inmates were transfer-
red to Kingston Penitentiary, 23 female inmates were included in this
group. The general health of the inmates continues to be excellent in=

spite of the continuous heavy influx of newcomers, with the consequent

overcrowding of available space.

The Red Cross transfusion service visited the institution in July 1957
and again in January 1958, 687 pints of blood were donated over 60% of

the inmate population giving their blood for this good cause.

Rev. D. J. Gillies, Protestant Chaplain reports that the regular work

and services have been well maintained . About 45% of the total Protestant
population attend regularily while a special service, the attendance is
notably higher. Broadcasts of our services were broadcast over radio
station CKNW from August 12th to 18th, 1957 inclusivie as part of this
stations morning devotion period with participation of the chapel choir.
Father M. J. Barry, Catholic Chaplain reports that all activities in his
department have been maintained. A total of 237 inmates of the Roman

Catholic faith were on register at March 3lst, 1958,

Elementary and High School courses were obtained from the B.C. Department
of Education and the Department of Veterans Affairs. As of 31st March
1958 142 students were on register for 199 courses. The seventh class

in Effective Speaking and Human Relations again conducted by Mr. Warwick
C. Angus of the Dale Carnegie Institute and assisted by two inmate grad-
uates, commenced on January 24th, 1958 and will terminate with graduation
cermonies and the annual banquet, about May 10th, 1958. At that time

27 inmates are expected to receive their diplomas. Prior to the present
course 177 have graduated from previous classes so that over 200 may be
expected to have passed when the seventh class celebrates its commencement

exercies in May.
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On March 31st, 1958, 397 inmates were on register for hobby work of

some kind. Eight cell tiers and an adjoining corridor are alloted to

men with noisey hobbies. Twenty-one loans totalling $247.87 were approved
for hobbyists from the revolving fund. Since its inception in 1953 the

total loans approved amounted to $3,763.37.

The Chief Trade Instructor and lack of space in the Industrial Shops
continues to interfere with efforts to keep all inmates gainfully employ-
ed. Application for work in the shops are‘in excess of the space avail-
able for work or instruction. None the less industrial shops and maint-
enance crews are kept comparatively busy, though more contract work for
blacksmith and tensmith shopé would be welcome. Protective fencing in
front of tenement H-1 to H-11 has been completed. Extensive roof repairs
were carried out to the main buildings of the institution. The inciner-
ator building C-8 was rebuilt and is now much improved. Considerable
work was effected towards completion of the sports building A-10 and also
the central bookkeeping accomodation building F-1,in which the shelving
and storage space was finished and decorating underway. Visiting
facilities in Building A-1 were completed and now present modern and
comfortable premises for visits, with adequate adjoining office space for
the supervisory personnel. Considerable work was carried out in renovat-—
ing tenement H-1. General maintenance repairs throughout the Institution

was actively continued.

The farm department: crops were generally good, cabbage totalled 36,000
1bs, carrots 29,500 1bs, beets 16,000 1lbs, cucumbers 10,000 1lbs, parsnips
14,000 1bs, potatoes 82,300 1lbs. and tomatoes 10,500 1bs and turnips
28,500 1bs being some of the larger items.

A successful year was experienced in the domain of sports. The recreat-
ional program again covers a wide field. The object being to allow every
inmate to find some measure of participation in such activities. Tennis
has increased in popularity in the institution and is played nearly the
whole year. Championship playoffs are held in the fall months. 70
regular players participate in addition to many part time players. Three
in-service training courses for staff of three weeks duration was conduct-
ed during the year, at which 14 men with short service attended and there
was one course of more senior officers having from two to ten years
service also held this year. The latter course was in the nature of a
refresher course and was operated largely by groups or panel discussions.

A total of grade one Guards and one assistant steward attended Penitentiary
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Officers Training courses #64, 65, 66, 67 and 70 at the Staff College

in Calderwood.

During the past year it was necessary to transfer three groups of
inmates, each group comprised 35 to 36 men to other Penitentiaries, It
seems noteworthy that these transfers were effected without shackles

or handcuffs, without any untoward incident, and that the Canadian
National Railways authorities report that the railway vehicles used on
these journeys covering thousands of miles arrived not only in an
undamaged state but actually in better condition that at the start.
This surely is indicative of the fact that discipline within the
Penitentiary can be instilled without arising the anamosity of the
individual, and that one of the main obstacles to reformation and rehab-
ilitation of inmates, namely their ingrained hostility to society can

be removed, making them ore receptive to readjustment when released.

END OF REPORT
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Saturday, August 23rd,

2.C.

He joined the staff of the

guard, and became Deputy Varden in 1946, retiring in 1
Goss served

A veteran of the Mr.,

with the L47th Battalion years.
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was 74 years
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September 10th, 1958 The Columbian
E¥PENSE DELAYS WOVE OF PENITENTIARY

Cnly the terrific expenee is delaving the relocating of the
B,0, Penitentiary from New Vestminster to somewhere in the
Tnterior of the Province, W.A. Melennan, M.F., enid today on
his return from the Ottswz cecsione,

The Penitentiary occupving some one hundred and fifty scres of

Fpresh from consultations with the Minister of Justice, Davie
fulton, on 2 problem of major importance tTo lNew Weetminster,

¥r. Velennan ssid gzovernmentsl studies has shown it could cost

H s PR PR R e e o
000,00 to find 2 new and suitable location and ersct

An important consideration would be 2 locetion where a2 larce

+m could be establiched to help make the Penitentiary more
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CTTAWA PLAN TC EASE PEN OVERCROWDING

Warden F.C,R. Cummine of the B.C. Penitentiary and ten of

his officers, mogtly technic

ians, left this morning for
William Head, eighteen miles west of Victoria, They
will prepare the 0ld Quarantine Station buildings as
accomodation for overflow inmates from the Institution at

New Westminster,

;,.:.
Q

We are renovating two main brick buildings for Administr

and Dormitory for sixty-four inmates said Warden Cummins.

Our work party should take about two weeks on the Jjob and we

will be sgending over the first draft of inmates after Christmas.

larden Cummins ¢2id that only selected inmates due for

11 be gent to William Heazd.
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temporary measure only, it has nothing to do with the Federal

vplan for Penitentiaries to take over Provincial prisoners

sentenced to between one and two year term:

W

That move involves naw Penitentiary const ruction now under

consideration and likely to take several years to complete.
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Meanwhile the B,C, Penitentiary at New Westminster had become

so congested that emergency action became necessary.

everal drafis of overflows have been sent to Prince Albert

and other Institutions,

The Royal City Penitentiary was designed for five hundred and
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inmates but at present houses seven hundred and sixty-
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three, many of them berthed in hallwasys and storerooms.

mn
®
3
o
L
}.J .
ot
L
=ty
™
o)
o]
0]
=
=
=
' wnd
o
@
[t
3
[t
(o]
ot
D
(]
oy
[t
c+
6
O]
3
.+
-
]
ge)
@
o]
7
®
(¢]
[
@]
3
]
o
Ch

One of the Quarantine buildings will be turned into a cabinet

Moest of it is on 2 rocky point bounded on three sides by waters
of the straits of Juan De Fucz. The remaining boundry will

A Devuty Varden and special staff will be zvppointed to overate

the new temporary Penitentisry Pranch st William Yead,

Use of the William Head buildinss wase discovered by the planning

w

[

committee appointed by the Federal Government and comprising

A.J. Weleod, Director of Pemiscions, J.A. leclsughlin,



741 B

Ascistant Commissioner, and Col. Jim Stone. The committes

ie now studying a2 new Penitentiary construction program as
all pensl institutions in Canada sre now crowded to the doors,
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7 Year holidays for inmates at the
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highlight Christmas

B.C. Penitentiary.

Priconsre will, for the most part, arrange and stasze their own

R,C. Penitentizry inmates will be entertszined tonicht with »
musical program by the prison orchestra, with ths 3id of nins

outside musicals, and Christmas carols will be interepersed

Parcels for the inmates were being distributed today with a
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Felatives may send them monav with which thev can purchasze

0

varcels whoge contente have been carefully superviced, fronm

There will bhe 2 specizl b kfast and luncheon on Chrictmas

day, and the bill of fare for the afternoon will be Witnese for
the Prosecution. (movie)

The inmates will have steak for Christmze cupper, the demand for

<
a]
W
(@)
g
.
»
Q
n
'
4]
[N
3
g
ey
:3"
kD
ct
;_l
t
}.J
m
} de
3
o+
o 3
D
v
®
3



LUy

743 4
The inmate orchestrs have been vracticine for the last few
monthe for a special concert on Friday which, with the boxing
card to be staged on boxing dav, will eclimax the Christmas
celebrations.
Sunday they will enjoy = variety show staced by their own

(Christmas Day 1958 was on s Thursday)
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A new job has been announced for 0.}, "BRill" Lavorte, =
twenty year veteran of the Penitentiary Service in Pritish

Columbis,

r. Tavorte was born in Prance, and cams to Canads in 1928,

He Jjoined the Fenitentiasrv Service in New Westminster in
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ANNUAL REPORT OF B. C. PENITENTIARY 1959

Annual Report of the B. C. Penitentiary for the fiscal year ending March 31,

1959 F.C.B. Cummins-Warden.

The past year is noteworthy at this Penitentiary for the inception of William
Head Installation, our "'staellite" to the main prison, located on Vancouver
Island. In November of 1958, as the result of overcrowding, it was of dire
necessity that we explore the possibilities of obtaining additional accomodation
to take care of the heavy influx of inmates. About this time, the Correctional
Planning Committee arrived from Ottawa with a view to assessing available
accomodation in>the area. They visited the Quarantine Station at William Head.
and negotiations were undertaken with the department of Natijon Health and
Welfare, and the Department of Public Works to take over part of the Station

for Penitentiary purposes, with some small alterations recommended to existing

buldings. Thus the "Satellite' station of the Penitentiary was Taunched.

The Warden and our Technical Staff subsequently made an inspection of the
installations and buildings to determine what requirements were necessary to

put the accomodation into suitable condition for housing a select group of

inmates from the overcrowded population of the Penitentiary. A note was made

of required furnishings, equipment and transport, together with the structural
changes that would be necessary. Fortunately, these were not extensive. This
assessment was made with the utmost rapidity, and the first draft of three inmates
was posted to William Head on January 9, 1959 and by the end of the month the

total population amounted to 55.

Struction of roads, the erection of a boundary fence, in order to supply a
measure of security. The Staff in the initial stages consisted of sixteen, this
work provided much needed and useful employment, and was welcomed as a means of

relieving our badly overcrowded prison, whose population at that time was
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averaging 756.

By tEe end of February the staff at William Head was 25, with 72 inmates. At
the end of the fiscal year the inmate population had risen to 89 with a staff
of 28. The rapidity with which this "Satellite' was placed in operation taxed
our resources to the utmost and placed a heavy strain on the staff and facilities
at the main prison but the situation was met with cheerfulness and resolution of

purpose, and existing obstacles were overcome.

The beginning of March saw the commencment of the first class in Effective
Speaking and Human Relations at William Head. The class consisted of 37 inmates

under the direction of one instructor from the Dale Carnegie Institute of Victoria.

In spite of one draft of thirty inmates transferred to Manitoba Penitentiary in
JUne of 1958, the population at the end of the fiscal] year showed a marked
jncrease of 90 over that of 1957-1958. During th past year a total of 432
inmates were received and 342 discharged, 207 were released upn expiration of
sentence, 2 died and | deported to the United States and 55 by transfer of

which 24 were female prisoners transferred to the female prison at Kingston

Penitentiary.

The general health of the population has been maintained at a high levl with
an apparent growth in all phases of treatment and care. Admissions have been
heavy resulting in a corresponding increase in the demands made upon the hosp-
ital for medical care. Transfusion service of the Canadian Red Cross Society
visited the prison on two occasions, July and December, when a total of 731

pints of blood were given by the inmate population.

The chest X-ray unit of the division of Tubercolsis control, provincial
board of health, visited the prison on February 15th and 16th when a total of

856 chest plates were taken of officers and inmates. Penitentiary Psychiatrist
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reports increased activity in his department. Expanded quarters were provided
during the year, but due to the overcrowded conditions it was necessary to use
a portion of the new quarters as a schoolroom. The regular schoolroom was con-
verted to a dormitory. Individual interviews numbered 835 while with the
inclusion of group therapy, the total reached 1,344, Eightly-three group
sessions were held, and individual counselling took place with 123 inmates.
This year there were six commitals to the Provincial Mental Hospital at Esson-

dale, B.C. involving five inmates.

The Protestant Chaplin reports that there is a considerable interest shown by
the inmates at Chapel Service with slightly over 50% of the total protestant
population attending regularily. Visiting Clergymen conducted bible classes

on several occasions, the kind of co-operation of the outside clergy is apprec-

iated.

The Church Service was recorded on local Radio Station CKNW twice during the
year, in August and January, and the morning devotion period with the part-
icipation of the Inmate Choir. Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held weekly
with the two chaplains and the Classification Officer conducting the group
every third week alternately. The Penitentiary A.A. group published a period-
ical entitled '"Pen Pages'. It is gratifying to have the constant co-operation

of Brigadier Nyreod of the Salvation Army and his staff.

Rev. Father M. J. Barry reports a year of continued activity in his department.
The Chapel attendance averages 80 of a population of 262 Roman Catholics.
Bishop James Hill of Victoria has kindly made arrangements for Rev. Father
William O'Brien to take care of the spiritual needs ofsthe Roman Catholics
inmates at the William Head Institution. Father Barry has visited the install-

ation on two occasions and reports that the Catholic Chaplaincy there is in

very capable and zealoug hands.
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At the end of the fiscal year there were 3,523 fiction, 1,117 non-fiction and
607 reference books on hand in the Library. The bookbinding department bound
or repaired 2,023 books, and 4,426 magazines during the fiscal year including
280 volumes for government departments, 14, 750 envelopes for the Institutional
magazine "Transition' and 100 X-ray envelopes. The shortage of space precludes
any expansion in production.

Elementary and High School correspondence courses continue to be obtained from

the B.C. Department of Education and the Department of Veteran Affairs.

Guard Maloney was appointed to Librarian effective August 25, 1958. The attitude
of this member éf the staff made it possible to hold school classes on a full
time basis. His assistance to the school and library departments has been
invaluable. The eighth class in Effective Speaking and Human Relations conducted
by W. C. Angus of the Dale Carnegie Institute was started January 9, 1959 with

an enrolment of 35 inmates. It is expected 24 will graduate at the commencement
cermonies at a banquet held April 25th, 1959. Mr. Angus has been conducting
these classes at the B. C. Penitentiary for the last seven years. After session
six of this year Mr. Angus was called away to Europe and the class was conducted

by Mr. Jack Scott of the Dale Carnegie Institute of Vancouver.

Hobby activities has continued its phenomenal expansion. 468 inmates were on
register on the 31 March 1959 for hobbycraft activity. The Inmate Commi ttee
entered a display at the Pacific National Exhibition held in Vancouver in

August 1958 and were awarded a silver cup for the best club entry. The value of

hobbycraft handled during the year amounted to $23,197.00.

Employment problems faced by the inmates on discharge have received the serious
consideration of the National Employment Service, Spec{a] Placements Section.
They held 271 interviews with inmates during the year. The John Howard Society
of British Columbia held 268 interviews, the John Howard Society of Vancouver

Island 237 and the Salvation Army 531.
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It is becoming clear that employment in the majority of cases is the crux of

the successful rehabilitation of released inmates.

Departments under the supervision of the Chief Trade Instructor were provided
with plenty of work during the year, crowding and a lack of space in the
Industrial shops make it impossible to expand. The Carpenter Shop is very busy
in the production of combination wardrobes and tables, cell chairs and other
items of furniture for William Head Installation, the efforts put forth by the

Carpenter Instructor was commendable.

In the Machine Shop we have been very successful in the manufacture of security
steel sash for the new warehouse building A-9. The Machine Shop has completed
all the aluminumspining articles requested by the service. Several of the inmates
have shown an interest in aluminum spinning. With the retirement of Instructor
Painter A. W. lvens last November, the Paint Shop has been in charge of a
custodial officer who has shown aptitude and enthusiasm in his work. The
construction and maintenance program was retarded for a time as a number of

Instructors and @ll trained working inmates were sent to William Head install-

ation to prepare the builidings for occupancy.

The following projects were completed during the fiscal vyear:

- The restuccoing of the North Wing

- Placement of concrete coping on both North and East sides

- Replacing battlements and
- Restuccoing of the East Wall which is now nearing completion.
= The driveway to the back entrance of the Warden's residence was relaid -

greatly improving the condition and appearance of the grounds and this
house. )

= The North Wing walls, building B-2 was replastered to a height of ten feet
on both East and West walls. (This was necessary due to the removal of the

old heavy Steam Heating Coil and hangers when the new blast heating system

was installed, the appearance of these passages has been considerably improved.
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- The conversion of the Pig runs is 57% complete

- The permiter and dividing concrete walls and two large pen floors have

been poured.
- The oil storage building is nearing completion

- The new warehouse building A-9 is about 35% completed (work on the warehouse

was retarded due to frost and rain during the winter months)

- Alterations have been completed to the third floor of South Wing, building
B-4 and the Psychologist and Psychiatrist are occupying the office provided

for them.

Due to lack of space no new vocational courses have been organized during the

fiscal year although efforts were made to ascertain what accommodation might be

availalbe for a Welding Course.

With exception of the Drafting Course all vocational courses showed progress
during the year. The drafting course was retarded due to lack of an Instructor,
but it is expected that an Instructor will be appointed in the near future.
Seventeen inmates were enrolled in the St. John Ambulance First Aid course.

The seventeen trainees were awarded certificates, two received vouchers and one

received the medallion.

Machinery throughout the Institution has been regularly inspected and serviced
as well as the electric motors. Monthly fire drills and lectures have been
given and documentary films on fire protection and fire fighting shown to the

Officers attending inservice training classes.

The Engineers Department has been very busy during the latter part of the fiscal
year assisting to establish the new installation at William Head. The wiring

in the first class building required renewing, it was very old and in a very
dangerous condition, in the second class building which is used as a dormitory
for inmates, the heating system which consists of a coal fired low pressure

steam boiler, was converted to automatic thermostatically controlled oil fired

operation which eliminated the expense of having a fireman in constant attendance.
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The plumbing in this building required considerable repairs. A building that
was originally provided for cooking rice was converted into the laundry
building, it was rewired and laundry machinery was received in late March 1959,
An automatic switchboard was installed by the Engineer Staff at William Head
and functions well. Secondary electrical and telephone lines were strung on

poles salvaged from the beach.

WILLIAM HEAD INSTALLATION:

In November 1958 William Head Quarantine Station situated on Vancouver Island
was found to consist of many unused permanent type buildings, and with a view
to coping with the severe overcrowding at the B.C. Penitentiary, the Correct-

fonal Planning Committee together with the Warden conceived the ideal of estab-

lishing an open prison there.

Overtures were made to the Department of Health and Welfare and rapid strides

were made to obtain housing for inmates.

In December arrangements were made for the alterations of the quarantine
buildings at William Head in preparation for occupancy of staff and inmates
selected for transfer from the B.C. Penitentiary. William Head Installation
is situated on a peninsula on the southern tip of Vancouver Island, bounded on
the north by the waters of Perry Bay, on the south by Pedder Bay and on the
east by the Straits of Juan De Fuca. The only road serving the peninsula is
to the west which turns almost immediately north and then east. A number of
Officers skilled in the building trades under the direction of the Plant
Engineer, G. D. Foster, hastened the renovation of an essential building to

permit occupancy by the first group of three inmates in January 1959.

Mr. John Grant, former principal Keeper at the B.C. Penitentiary was appointed

Chief Supervisor effective January 1, 1959,

For the first four days the inmates were housed in the Administration Building

with the Officers, during which time they assisted in the preparation of the
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dormitory which they occupied on January 13, 1959. On January 15, the Officers
who had been temporarily accomodated in the Administration building moved to
their quarters in the first class building. The Officers dining room was
opened in this building on January 26, after required installations had been
made in the Kitchen. As at March 31, 1959 there were 89 inmates housed and
employed at the William Head Institution with a staff of 28. At the date of
writing the count of inmates at William Head is 94, but on several occasions
during May this count has been up to 100. The staff strength has steadily

increased until at the time of writing is 33.

There are two prominent beneficial aspects at William Head open type install-
ation. Firstly it is possible to employ inmate for a full eight hour work day
on healthful constructive employment. Secondly, it does not resemble a prison

in the accepted sense that there are no walls, barriers, or security fences.

The general health of the inmates has been excellent, the hospital located on
the second floor of the dormitory building was opened on January 16, and is
equipped with three beds, although there is sufficient space for six beds.

In addition there is the surgery room and office. Dr. A, L. Pedlow, Penitent-
iary Phsycian has made many visits to William Head ans has been most cooperative
in arranging for medical and dental requirements. Arrangements have been made
with the medical dental clinic at Collwood 12 miles from William Head for the

attendance of a physician in case of emergencys and dental needs are taken

care of by Dr. D. S. Phillip of Victoria.

The spiritual needs of the population are ably attended to by the Brigadier
R. Thierstein of the Salvation Army and members of his staff. They voluntarly

attend every Sunday and services are conducted in the éssembly room.
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Rev. Father William 0'Brien of Langford, administers to the spiritual needs of
the Roman Catholic population. In the short time of his attendance Father
0'Brien has gained the respect and admiration of all with whom he comes in

contact. His services are given voluntarily and may include week day visits.

A television set was installed in the assembly room on January 30 and the
antenna was placed on the roof on 14 February. The inmates are permitted to
watch T.V. until 2330 hours but on special occasions they may watch it until

a later hour.

A three channel radio system has been installed at all beds. Prior to the
installation of this system, inmates were permitted to have their personal

radios at bedside, but these have now been withdrawn and placed in storage.

GENERAL REMARKS:

The growth of the inmate population of the Institution has continued in an
upward trend throughout the year. The increase has taxed the limits of the
administeration in no small measure. |t is not anticipated that the population
will decline to any great extent in the foreseeable future. Some measure of
relief was gained by the transfer of thirty inmates to the Manitoba Penitentiary
on 4 June with an additional 89 inmates being housed at William Head as of

31 March. In spite of this the population continues to mount, at the close

of the fiscal year the total population within the walls was 713.

We have not had considerable experience in transferring inmates, not only to
two other penitentiaries butto the William Head Installation. In June 1958 a
bulk transfer of thirty inmates was completed to Manitoba Penitentiary without
shackles or handcuffs and there was no untoward incidént. The Canadian National
Railways again praised the condition of their equipment at the end of the
journey. Transfers to William Head Institution are done by Public Conveyance,

air or steamship. The inmates are dressed in civilian clothes so there is
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nothing to indicate that inmates are being moved from the Penitentiary to

Vancouver Island.

Visitors to the Penitentiary comment favourably upon the cleanliness and

the wholesome atmosphere that prevails through the whole institution. Buildings
cell blocks, kitchen, dormitories, and sleeping quarters are maintained in a
sanitory condition, through the constant supervision of the Staff. The same
attitude prevails with respect to inmate clothing and appearance. Visitors

continuly remark about the healthy appearance of the inmates.

END OF REPORT
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May 16th, 1959 The Columbiszn

A "shy" 25 year 0ld escapee from Willism Head Penitentiary
Camp on Vancouver Island, admitted to his captors Friday

afternoon that his escape an idiotie idea.

Francis William Sykes of liecion, serving life for sex murder,
wag handed over to police by 2 man who held him cavtive with

a2 loaded rifle in one hand while feeding the escapee gandwiches
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nto the home on Rocky Point Poad, two milee
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indicated Sykes intended to take hie own life, In the note he
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o0t the crime he has committed, when we
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We consider the man,

consider who will be transferred +o William Head.

Warden Cummins said Sykes had been transferred there because
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of the Penitentiary. He has zlways been retirine and chy,

We hoved Willism Heazad would helv him and would bring out his

versonality. It wss more of a2 cace of trying fer social
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The escape in reverse left city volice with a firet clags

mystery on their hande, plus two susvects, 2 man and 2 woman

wheo are now beinz held for investigation,

The maele suspect has a record of convictions for drus vossession,
breaking and enterins and +theft,

The sequence of events began a2t one s.m. when = Fenitentiary

fuard spotted the shadowy fisure of two men near the viggervy

Cfficers reported seeine 5 man at MeRride and 8th Ave. who

3

Finutes later another officer saw a second man at Cumberlangd and

2inforee-

D
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'the  The man dicarvesred into the hushas, Folice
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Police are investigating the vossibility that twe men who

i

entered the Tenitentiary srounds hag been delivering 2 cache

of drugs or other contraband.
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November 11th, and lhth91959 was the first time 35 Western Football

showen to the nopulation of the British Columbia
Penitentiary.(Vinnipes -Edmonton)

Final had been

o

T.V.sets on loan from Woodwards Stores,



1104

AT ?
Nevember 109th, 1050
9th, 1905¢C The Columbian
PEN NEN AIDING CUTSIDER
2.Co Penitentiary inmatec are comine to the 5id of an out

.d . - ° A
ider Inmates asre donstinge $1000.00 worth of handi-craft

s
roducts to helv soccer vlayer Dave Zreckenridee who broke

\ reckenridee, w roke
nNls leg October 25th, during 2 rcame in the FPenitentiary

2 - e 3
i a cast for another six months and it will be another sev
¢ 1T will be another ssven

r egis ) T 3
or eizht months hefors Preckenridee, 2 plumber by trade, can
A L . L AL g [

The Zecot+] 1 a
-f1e »eotTish born player, who came to Canada in 1057 vracentlvy

Do

neing his Vothe

N
G
<
[0
H
;‘

H
O
3

[t

Yy - “ 3 : 4
exnausted his ssvings Ty br

k

[ 2 el
s vlicht thev went +o work

making V‘U'? ~ ?‘\OV{)\ﬁ b] 1
Taxing Yule boxsc 'lesther rurce ' .
: h LoUuIlEe s, wooeco cervines ard O..‘I,SL

The vreoducte will bhe ayet
CtE wili be auctioned Dacember Lth, a+ = smoker =t

]
»
}.)-
-]
(=]
[8V]
3
[N
2l
Q
(9]
(@]
D
=
-
[0
3]
3
®

the ».1.7

. Carden Auditorium fo

layers,

j-

<
[t
D]
¢
()

o



4L LD

Inmates of the B.C. Penitentiary Sunday night stzged their
first concert and entertasinment for gusrds and instructors

and their wives, and the experiment was a huge success, says

vermitted to visit the Institution in 2 body. The concert was

t in the prison vpopulation
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said IMr. Cummins, 2nd the rehearszl, one every afternoon for

=

some time before Christmas and New Years vprovides 2n outlet

b

The inmates went 2ll out on the deal, making their own western
costumes, complete with fancy boots, in the prison shop,

The ereat majority of the inmates listened to the concert on
their wired F.A. system through earphones provided in evervy

cell, while scome fortunate few were able to watch from their
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he zuditorium.

Warden Cummines, 2re 2 welcome relief
t

ime of the year, sated as they are

with Christmas carols which are popular on every razdio station

achedule.
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J. M. HYDE

Former guard at the B.C, Penitentiary for thirty-three years,

421

John Michael Hyde, 81l4- 10th Street, died on unday in

St. Mary's Hospital.

He retired in 1950, born in Ireland, he was 75 years of age.
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February 15th, 1960

'RAIN CRASH PROEBED

C.N.R.'s main line through NorthernOntario when the Super

Continental passenger train collided Saturday with a freigsht

The engineer of the passenger train wse killed and four other

trainmen injured when they jumped for their lives.

Several passengers received medical attention but by Sunday

night had resumed their travel west, most of them bei g taken

Among the passengers were members of the Penitentisries from

anitocba, Saskatchewan and Dritich Columbia who were return-

havine heen an escort on transfer of female vprisoners to the

womens® Penitentiary in Finecston.

The greatest injury tc Gordon Parslow was his two broken

bvottles of Scotch.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B. C. PENITENTIARY, 31 March 1960

F. C. B Cummins, WARDEN

We have been honoured by the Honourable Minister of Justice, Mr. E. Davie
Fulton with a visit to this Penitentiary on 20 April 1960 and to William

Head on Vancouver Island on the 21 April 1960.

While these visits did not occur during the fiscal year under report, they
occurred prior to the time of writing and we are taking this opportunity
to express our appreciation and to acknowledge this honour. To our know-
ledge this is the first ocassion on which a Minister of Justice has ever
visited this Penitentiary. The result of the visit was that of raising

the moral of the Officers and Inmates.

Our moral and the climate of the Institution is good and has been recognized
by all visiting dignitaries, however, the Minister of Justice served to

increase the good climate prevailing.

During the year a total of 337 inmates were received and 419 inmates were
discharged. Three inmates died during the year. During the past year there
have been no epidemics, and the health of the inmate population has been
very good. The Red Cross Blood Clinic visited the Penitentiary on two
occasions and a total of 567 pints of blood was donated by the inmate
population. 0On the visit of the Clinic to William Head Institution they

collected 36 pints of blood.

An interuption in the routine of the Psychiatry department with the

resignation of Dr. McDonald, 1 October 1959, his records show an attend-
ance in group therapy of 720 inmates and psycholthefapy attendance of 200
inmates. On 1 March 1960 we were fortunate in obtaining the services of

Dr. P. M. Middleton who comes well prepared in the medicine of Psychiatry.
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During the month he saw 30 cases which were referred to as useful referrals,

the services of Dr. Middleton will no doubt be a tremendous asset to the

treatment program.

Rev. D. J. Gillies, Protestant Chaplin reports that religious services are
fairly well attended and considerable interest is shown by inmates. The
Alcoholics Anonymous group has had a successful year and the Rev. Gillijes
and the Roman Catholic Chaplin alternate in conducting the meetings. The
interest of the New Westminster and other local groups has brought about
increased enthusiasm among the inmates. The A.A. Magazine is distributed
quarterly. The Rev. Father M. J. Barry reports a continued active year as
in the past. Rev. Father 0'Brien was appointed to the William Head Install-
ation and it is felt his devotion to this assignment will render g great
service to the inmates and the Institution. Father Barry was instrumental
in having inmates visit their critically sick relatives outside the Instit-
ution and also in attending funerals. In every case the inmates and their
immediate family have expressed their appreciation for this consideration

and he hopes for its continuance when security will allow.

A good deal of emphasis has been placed on the pre-release program and the

Chaplins report of this vyear. He has taken a keen interest in this program

and assisted in every way possible.

The High School courses are still in great demand with 233 students reg-
istering for 311 courses. The Librarian, J. Maloney, left the Department
during the year and has been replaced by D. M. Moor who has been instrument-
al in putting into effect an improved system of book distribution. The

Dale Carnegie Class still remains the highlight of “the Department. The
Eighth class included 24 inmates who received graduation certificates at the
graduation exercises, held in the Officer's Mess, hosted such personalities

as Mayor Elesibeth Wood of New Westminster, Mayor Carrie Gray of Prince
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George, and Mayor P. Maffeo of Nanamio. Talks by the inmates were out-
standing and sincere praise was given them by the guests. The ninth class
of the Dale Carnegie Institute commenced 2 February under the direction of
Mr. Wesley Horne with a total of 35 inmate participants. It might be
pointed out that one member of this group who received a parole requested
that his release date be postponed until the completion of the course and
this was arranged in accordance with his request. The first Dale Carnegie
course at William Head Installation commenced in March 1959 and the grad-

uation took place 20 June 1959 with sixteen inmates receiving graduation

certificates.

The program of cellular activities has continued its expansion. 530 inmates
were on register on 31 March for Hobbycraft activity. 6,336 hobbycraft

articles were sold at a value of over $31,000.00.

The Classification Board has for the greater part of this year, screened
inmates for the transfer to William Head. A schedule set up for the asses-
sment and screening of inmates for transfer to William Head Installation
has been successful to a large extent in eliminating inmates not ameninable
to a minimum security institution. It is noted that a marked increase has
taken place in the number of parole applications being submitted. The
Acting Classification Officer remarks on the number of interviews he makes
in this connection who seem to be unfamiliar with the functions of parole.
In addition to the Regional Representative of the National Parole Board

giving short talks to newly received inmates, it is hoped that the proposed

brochure on parole will soon be available.

The Chief Trade Instructor points out that overcrowding and lack of space
in the Industrial Shops continue to interfere with efforts to keep all

inmates gainfully employed. Applications for work in shops are in excess
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of space available for work and instruction. This condition applies
pérticu]ar]y in the Canvas Shop and the Paint Shop. Never-the-less the
Industrial Shops and the Maintenance Shops have been kept comparitively

busy. More contract work for the Blacksmith Shop would have been welcomed.
Blacktopping of the road at the back of the tenments, replacement of old

wood and picket fence with chain link wire, and the decoration of the
interiors of tenements H-1 to H-6 presents an improved appearance. The
remainder of five pig runs were concreted and concrete block pig shelters
were constructed in each run, making a good sanitary condition for the
raising of Hogs. The completion of the masonry oil storage building has
proven of considerable assistance to the Stores Départment in the issuing

of various types of oil and greases required in the Penitentiary. A Records
room and inmates Effects room was made by converting a room in the basement
of the South Wing, Building B-4. This provides additional storage for

inmate effects held by the provincial keeper and also provides a small

room for Classification Department records. The Tailor Shop was completely
rearranged to enable it to concentrate on the manufacture of inmate discharge
clothing for the Western Penitentiaries. Three additional steam presses were
put into service and the lighting improved. At the end of the fiscal year
the Tailor Shop was fullfilling its requirements with supplying its quota

of discharge clothing.

The farm incinerator was completely rebuilt. During the year the masonry
walls were completed,floor sliabs poured, steel truses and roofing installed
on the new warehouse building, A-9. Work was held up waiting glass for sash.
plaster material and heating and electrical material. This project has
proven interesting to the inmates and good workman;hip has resulted. The
Plant Engineer reports the cost of fuel at $27,787.00 and is the lowest
recorded cost for the past ten years. The the year #3HRT Boiler was declar-

ed surplus and disposed of through Crown Assets Corporation. The boiler
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setting was dismantled and the salvaged material was utilized in the con-
version of #1 boiler to oil fired operation. All boilers examined by the
provincial Boiler Inspectors Department and were certified as being in

good condition.

As in the past recreation continues to play an important role in the daily
activities of the inmates because of the large number participating.

Soft Ball, Touch Football, Soccer, Basket Ball, Volley Ball, Tennis, Horse
Shoes, Table Tennis, Chess, Checkers, Weight Lifting, Handball, Boxing

and Bridge comprise the sports and entertainment program. Softball is the
most popular sport with about 30% of the inmate population taking part,

the teams are broken down into three leaques which constitute a well organ-
ized sports program and interesting games. The Institutional team , the
"'SEALS'' played fourteen regular season games and seven exhibition games

ending the season in second place.

Several staff courses were held during the year with a total enrollment of
31 officers, eight guards and one assistant Hospital Officer attended the
P.0.T.C. number 78, 80, and 83 at the Penitentiary Staff College, Kingston.
Three Officers consisting of 1 clerk, 1 guard and one guard storeman attended
the clerical course P.0.T.C. 79. In service training officer J. T. Ellis
and Keeper J. Sheridan attended 1.S.T0. Conference (P.0.T.C.81). STeward

G. S. Parslow and Instructor Mason J. S. Clawson attended administrative
course P.0.T.C.82. Chief Vocational Officer Halfhide attended R.C.A.F. In-
structional techniques course 557 at Toronto, Ontario in February. Chairman
of the Institutional Safety Committee, Plant Engineer G.D. Foster attended

a course in accident prevention co-sponsered by thé University of British
Columbia from June 1 to June 5 inclusive. The course was designed from

the management aspect but also dealt with the practical side and it was

felt to be very worth while.
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The Installation on Vancouver Island provides the nearest equivelant to
normal living conditions while still being in prison. This is due to the
long, arduous working hours, in comparitive freedom and the obvious trust

placed in the inmates.

The prison numbers were taken from the outside of their clothing and placed
on the inside. This in itself contributes to the restoration of the individ-
ual. There are three full time instructors at William H ead and control
training is taught. First Aid is taught by the Assistant Hospital Officer.
We expect enrollment will be substantially increased in all aspects of this
training in the coming year. The Vocational Carpentry course consists

of ten months scheduled training, continuous with training and practical

work concurrently. The emphasis is placed on house construction, augmented
by appropriate institutional projects being utilized as practical work,

which is of benefit to the trainee and also does much for needed maintenance.
The masonry course consists of ten months training with theory and practical
work. The course covers bricklaying, plastering, tilesetting and concrete
masonry. The course allows scope for the trainee to gain experience in a
number of segments of the trade and employment possibilities should be
favourable when the building industry overcomes the prevailing slump in

this province. The masonry course was designed to accomodate fourteen full
time trainees, while the initial enrollment is small, it is expected that

the class will be brought up to strength at an early date. Eighteen inmates
commenced training in First Aid conducted by the Assistant Hospital Officer.

It is expecbed that the training on an overall basis will proceed at a

satisfactory pace during the year.

In the year under report 24 selected inmates were removed from the dorm-
itories into separate cubicles. This has the effect of giving the older

inmates the dignity and privacy and is greatly appreciated and has provided



135 F L1115

an incentive for continued good behaviour.

A dining room was provided during the year in which the inmates could

eat their meals. |t became increasingly apparent that it was not satisfact-
ory for the men to eat in their sleeping quarters, which was the practice
when William Head first opened. As the program progressed we were able to
convert one of the dormitories into a dining room. This had a remarkably
good effect on the cleanliness and the moral of those working and living

at William Head.

Mr John Grant who had been Chief Supervisor at William Head was promoted
to the position of Deputy Warden at the British Columbia Penitentiary. Mr.
Harry Collins, Keepter at the Main Institution was promoted to the position

of Chief Supervisor.

A playing field was bulldozed in January and there is now a regulation sized
soft ball field available. There are nine teams in the league who play at

least once a week. The nickname for the inmates at William Head being the

William Head "'STEELERS'".

The Officers who have contributed voluntarily to the program of gradual
release before outright discharge have all done splendid work, special
recognition is due the Roman Catholic Chaplin, Rev. M. J. Barry for the
active interest he has taken in our pre-release program. Since this system
was put into operation in 1957 a total of 23 have undergone a period of
adjustment to the outside world. Father Barry has insured the complete
success of this venture and has given unsparingly of his time taking these
inmates under his wing and offering the needed counselling and guidance

to insure their successful adjustment to society.

END OF REPORT
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April 22nd, 1960 The Columbian
PRISON INMATES WILI HAVE MORE V STTORS

Justice Minister Fulton indicated Thursday he will seek

nitentiary legislation to allow men

®

amendment of existing P

in Minimum-Security Prisons more frequent visites from

for such camps

+than that at William Head,
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19th.August, 1960
PEN WARDEN TRANSFERRED TO PRAIRIES;

B.C.Penitentiary Warden,Fred Cummins is being transferred to Saskatchewan
after 28 years service here. '
Prince Albert Penitentiary Warden,T.W.Hall,who was born in Victoria and
worked here from 1933 to 1939,will be taking over the B.C.Penitentiary.
Warden Cummins joined the B.C.Penitentiary as a guard in 1933 and except
for six years during the Second World War,he has been here since.

He was a lieutenant-colonel commanding the Westminster Regiment during
the war. '

His appointment as Deputy Warden was made in 1950 and as Warden in 1955,
{e is a Vice-president of the New Westminster Kiwanis Club and a member
of Holy Trinity Cathedral committee.

The date of exchange of Wardens has not been announced yet.



VVardens of feaeral pen-
1tent1ar1es at N ew. YVest-_
nunster andllhlnce Adbert
fSask, “will 5w

nex% rnonth K
V'I'he Co]umbxan learned ‘to-
day’ that F. C. B Cummms,
{ warden here for 's'ix. years,
will be ’Lransferred to the Sas-

katchewan mstxtutlon. I 2
: He ulll he rep!aced by

Tbnmas W. Hall warden at =
Prmce Albert i’or four )'ears.'

NSRS

, The changes are the ﬁrst of
a,ser)es “of ‘moves planned By
federal Juspce departmenf in -
lina w;th a policy of Perlodlc
transfer of wardens and dep-
ut] Wardens across Canada
Cummins, " 50, has served at
N’ew,. Westmmster smce ‘he
3omed the penltentlary servxce\
in 1933% g N
‘His’ term': as wafden saw -
opemng TJast year .of the mini-
mum cecurlty prison at Wil-
liam L/He_ad also- under hls

Cummms was of-
fmer commandmg the New\
Westmmster Reglment from
1947 to 1951, He is “Vice-presi-
dent of the city Kl\k anis Club.
} "Hall served. at the B.C. Pen-
/lnentxary for 20 years, latterly
. as Cummins’ deputy warden,
before he became warden at
Prmce Albert. He was a major
m the Westmlmt& Regiment.. -
i Instltuhons are of 51mllar'
‘51ze Prince Albert with 700 . ]
}inmates and New Westmm'ste‘r , em’ten’rlaryj
“Wwith ~735: anr ouncemer}t today.
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PENITENTIARIES CHIEF APPOINTED.
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Allen J. MacLeod, forty-one year old chairman of the Jus

ce

t
P._I .

Departments Correctional Planning Committee, has been appointed

Commissioner of Penitentiaries effective September lst,

He succeeds Major General R,.B. Gibson, 65, who takes over the
new post of special adviser to the Justice Minister with

the rank of the Deputy liinister.
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ne, 52, former Provost Marsha

O

Ccl. James R. St
Canadian Army and also a member of the Correctional Planning

Committee was appointed Senior Deputy Commissioner of

)

aries,
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Penitent
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September 22nd, 1960 The Columbian

The Federal Justlice Department has decided to enter the Tield
of work camps for minimum security prisonsrs, Justice Minister

Fulton announced Wednesday, with the first camp to be set

up at Agassiz for between seventy-five and eighty-Ffive

.

The first such camp will be 2t the Federal Experimental Farm
at Agassiz, in the Fraser Valley, where prisoners will work at

a drainagze ditching operation and lumbering, brush clearing

’b

farms timerland.

 Mr. Fulton said, should not be in excess of One
£

hundred and fifty-thousand dollars for this type of work camp.

The move is the Tirst in & program previcuszly attempted cnly

by British Columbia and Saskatchewan Provincial Governments.
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We cannot move any prisoners Lo Agassiz until the buildings are
reacdy. Thie may be by April. We would start with 2 small
party and increase to & maximum of eighty-Ffive a2 coon as

facilities are completed. The inmates will be carefully

selected pre-release priscners,

Warden Hall saild that a number of other experiments are being
cenducted in prison reform and in rehabilitation methods.

-

They are proceeding slowly and are being checked very closely
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16th.November 1960

'Cons®like 7 hour work day,get exira evening recreation.

More than 700 inmates of the B.C.Penitentiary are now putting in a seven
hour work day and getting 4 hours extra recreation in the evening,
according to Warden Thomas Hall,.This drastic change was put into effect
nearly four weeks ago,very sSoon after reforms were discussed at the
departmental and warden's conference in Kingston,and compares with a
former work day of about five hours and cell lock up from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m

Today the lock-up is at 10 p.m.
The change is working out very well and is keenly supported by the staff

and inmates,said Warden Hall,
Our shops are producing twice as much in a day and we expect the shops

may soon be expanded with the advice of the federal industrial depart-

ment of the service.
At present the local "pen" shops manufacture shoes and clothing for the

service and for discharged prisoners.The carpenter and blacksmith shops
will make more articles under contract for government departments.
Warden Hall revealed that the new "union" day resulted in sharp alterat-
ions of routine schedules.Meal times are regular and faster.The noon
period is also used for bathing,classes and other group activities,
After supper the inmates have freedom from their cells in designated
recreation areas until 10 p.m.These places include a TV room,bridge

room and concert practice room.
A new auditorium has been started as a winter works project,to be used

Cias

for basketball,handball,physical exercise and concerts.
At present there are more than 600 inmates in the penitentiary.a further

100 pre-release prisoners are taking vocational training at William
Head minimum security institution,They are also cn the same 7 hour
work day schedule.

Detailed plans have been prepared for the new work camp to be erected
at Agassiz.Construction will start early in the new year as soon as
funda are available.The camp,to be like a logging camp,will be on the
Dominion Experimental Farm No.2,and the work program will Be for the
farm.It will include clearing 115 acres for farming,digging irrigation



ditches and logging 1000 acres of timber beloning to the farm.

We cannot move any prisoners to Agassiz until the buildings are ready,
says Warden Hall,"this may be April".we would start with a small

party and increase to a maximum of 85 as soon as facilities are
completed,the inmates will carefully selected pre-relcase prisoners.
Warden Hall said that a number of other expemiments are being conducted

in prison reform and in rehabilitation methods,They are proceeding and

are being checked very closely before being adopted.
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PRISONERS MAY FIGHT FOREST FIRES.
Inmates at the minimum security camp to be built at Agassiz
next year will be thrown into the Provinces annual forest

Tire battle.

itantiaries, Allen Macleod

to

We have always been reluctant to relezse men from maximum
security Institutions because of the public outecry, but we
don't expect any objsctions to taking prisoners out of an
unguarded camp.

Opening of the eighty prisoner camp is part of a2 “top-to-
bottom rzorgasnization of the federal penal system', Macleod
said. The Agassiz camp, one of five to be opened across
Carade, will have neither fences or armed guards, and will
relieve overcrowding =t the Penitentiary in New Wesiminster.

—_—_
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. C. PEN. CONTRACT AWARDED
W,he McLennan, M.P. for New Westminser, announces tha’t he

-

hags been advised by Davie Fulton, Minister of Justice, that =z
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