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The appropration for this Institution for the year was $47,700.00, of which

we exbended $40,583.18. Returning to the government the sum of $17,116.82.
In comparing an Institution of this size with the larger Institutions as to
per capita cost it should not be forgotten that living here costs are much
higher than any other Penitentiary in Canada. Also we have a staff here,
equal tothe handling of three hundred convicts in a modern constructed prison
with a stone wall enclosing the premises. If permitted to enter into the
manufacture of some government necessities; say military clothing or mail
bags, it would greatly reduce our costs. The repairs to the Penitentiary
have been well kept during the year without further increases tothe per capita
cost. We also suffer the misfortune of having about half a mile of our twelve
foot fence blown down. Also a greater part of our prison roof taken off in

a severe wind storm last fall. The water supply has proven satisfactorily but

it will be necessary to purchase a much larger pump.

By agreement made by the civic authorities and the Minister when he was here
we have carried out our instructions to macadam all Columbia Street, in front
of our premises with the broken stone taken from our ravine. The city supply-
ing the rock crusher, engineer and feeder. We supplied the balance of labour
necessary. I am pleased to say that an excellent road has been constructed
which makes it possible to open the windows of residences without the dust

covering everything within.

By your permission I will purchase sixty volumes of history of all the nations
of the world for the general library. I trust you will grant authority to

purchase more books of a lighter nature to make the library more attractive

and readable.
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I also intend to take down the walls between the two chapels and bring them
into .one, as both chapels are too small and sufficiently ventilated for hot
weather. By this means more room and better ventilation will given. In the
event of constructing new chapels this can be turned into a school room which

both size and convenience will be much better than the present one.

All Officers have been faithful in the discharge of their duties. Discipline

has been well maintained during the year. We have had one death, a Chinaman,

by suicide. No escapes.

Your obedient servant,

J. C. Whyte
Warden.
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January 1901

A Warden's Conference was held in Kingston, January 1901, those in attendance
were the Warden's of various Penitentiaries and the Accountants and the Inspect-
or of Penitentiaries. The subjects discussed included Statutes governing the
Penitentiaries and in addition to regulations, prison labour, prison construction,
discipline, dietry, clothing, sanitation, records and accounts and the details

of external and internal management. In almost every instance the conclusions
arrived at were unanimous and the discussions throughtout were characterized

by unison and harmony.

Resolved that we express to the Minister of Justice that the infliction of
corporal punishment by Penitentiary Officers, when such punishment of effecting
the reformation of the convict so punished and is unfair to the Prison Officials
who are thus compelled to incure the hatred and enmity of the prisoner at the
very commencement of his term of incarceration. The convicts heart is thus
steeled against us, against all reformatory influences and no matter how he is
in prison, he harbours revenge against the officals of the prison and against
society in general. We respectfully recommend that the custom of sentencing
convicts to the Penitentiary for flogging should be discouraged and discontinued
in the near future. It was urged that whenever the disgrace of corporal punish-
ment is attached to the sentence, the flogging should be administered before the
convict is transferred to the Penitentiary, for the reasons stated in the

resolution,

Resolved that the system of permenant Night Keeper be adopted and the permenancy
of the remainder of the night staff being inflected gradually as circumstances

N

will permit.

Since that date of the convention permenant Night Keepers have been appointed

at Kingston, St. Vincent de Paul and Dorchestor,

The foregoing were a few of the resolutions of the Warden's Convention.
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‘ *he Mutual Life of Canada.:.

WILLIAM J. TWISS, Gonoral Agent South Eastern B.C., KASLO

412

New  Wensld minstee.

ILIENDISRSON'S BRITISH COLUM BIA

New Westminster,

Snag Boat “Sampson.”
J. L. Card, muster.
Thomas H. Hatlersley, engineer,

- Murdoch Young, mate.

Richard Toop, lirenran.

Customs, Angus  Munn Collevt-
or of customs and registrar of ship-
ping; John Stilwell Clute, J.P., in-
spector. . .

James A. McMartin, clerk.

Neil Malcolm Matheson, clerk.

Martin AMinthorne, landing walter.
Tost Otllce—George  Kennedy,  post-
master

Dominion Lands—Tohn McKenzie, agt.
Crown Timber Oflice-—Iames  Leamy,

nent,

Clerk and Stenographer—Thomas O
White. -
Inland Revenue—\illinm Wolfenden,

collector.

Indian Agent—ITrank Devlin.

Tishery  Inspector—Colin Buchanan
Sword. -

Asst. Inspector—Thomas Robinson.

Tishery Guardinn—Malcom Matheson.

Steamer “Swan.” Fraser river patrol

Master—TWm. Ilennedy.

Engincer—Thos. Hembrough.

Steamer ‘‘Georngia,” Master, D. Math-

eson.

BRITISH COLUMBIA PENITENTIL
- ARY, .

J. C. Whyte, warden. :
Deputy Warden, D. D. Bourke.

Rev. Thos. Seouler, I’rotestant chap.
Rev., Chas, DeVreiiendt, R. Catholic ch.
W. A, DelWaolr Smith, M.D., surgeon.
James W. Ilarvey, accountant ard
warden's clerk,

Benjamin Burr. storckeeper.

Robt. J. Robertson, steward.

Wm. J. Carroll, hospital overseer an.J
" schoolmaste.

Geo. MceXenzie, shoe instructor,
Alexander Coutts, blacksmith inst.
Jas. Nelson Aitchison, tailor instructor
J. Martin, haker instructor. ~

Harold Disncy, carpenter instructor.
John McNiven, farm instructor,
James Doyle, brick-making instructor
Hamilton, McIXee, keeper.
Friday; Stewart, keeper.
Patrick Smyth, gusrd.

Thos. Sampson, guard.

. Arthur Patchell, gunrd.
Richnard Atkins, guard.

Ralph Dynes, guard.

Alex. McNelil, gunrd.

. Lavalle, guard. !
William YWalsh, guard.

Robt. J. Sainsbury, guard,
Edward Walmsley, guard.

\

John Inlah, guard.
Patrick Dervine, guard.

MILITARY.

Armouries and Drill Hall, T. J. Mahoney *

caretaker, cor. Queen's and 6th St
Sixth Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles,
“A” and “B” Companies. ’
Major—I. C. Whyte.
Captains—Alex. Henderson -
Licutenants—W. A. Johnson and J. R.
Grant.

CHURCHTES,

METHODIST CHURCH.

Queen's Avenue Church—Gth St., cor..
Queen’'s Ave., Rev. George H. Morden,,
pastor; res, Qucen’s Ave., DI. 4th St.

Sapperton—Keary St., Rev. Jchn Cal-
vert, pastor.

West End—Gth Ave., ns. 12th St., Rev.
John Calvert, paster; res. 6th Ave and
8th St.

Columbia Methodist College.

Columbise Metnoust College,  Quceens,
Ave., cor. IMirst, opp- Queens Park.

LRev. W. J. Sippreli. B.A, B.D.,

principal.

Rev. Ebenezer Robson, bursar.

Prof. J. G. Davidson, B.A,

Ladies, . Springer, lady principal.
Mary . Henderson, teacher.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

St. Audrew's—Rev. Arthur K. Vert,
pastor, 51 Blackwood; res. 319 Car-
narvon.

IKnox Presbyterian Church, Sappertons

West - Iond DPresbyterian Church.
cor. Gth ave and 12th sts.

Rev. R. A. King, pastor.

Rev., Thomas Scoular, chaplin B. C.

Penitentiary. '

CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

Diocese of New MWestminster.

Rt. Rev. John Dart, D.D., D.C.L.,
Lord Bishop of New Westmipster,
res. Carnavvon, cor. 4th st

Ven. Archdeacon Richord Small, MLA.,
res. Lytton.

Ven. Tdwyn S. D. Pentreath, Arch-

deacon of Columbia, res. Vancouver

City.

St. Mary's—Rev. J. H. Davis, M.A,

Oxon, rector, Sapperton.

Holy Trinity (Cathedral)—Rev. Alfred |
and

"Shildrick, rector, cor. Church

Carnarvon.

St. Barnabas—Rer. Silva-

Algernon

YWhite, rector, cor. 10th st. and Sth ave.

Chiness Mission—Carnarvon; .James
Hall, cathecist.
ROMAN CATHOILIC CHURCH, -

St. Peter's Pro- Cnthedial, Blackwood

bs7
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WARDEN's ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B. C. PENITENTIARY - October 4, 1901

Sir:
I have the honour to submit my Annual Report with the usual statistical and

financial statements for the year 1901.

The appropriation for this Institution for the year was $48,000.00, of which
we expended $42,119.56. Returning to the government the sume of §$5,880.44,
Comparing an Institution of this size with a larger Institution as to per
capita cost it should not be forgotten that the cost of living here is much
higher than in any other Penitentiary in Canada. We have a staff here equal
to the handling of three hundred convicts in a modern prison constructed with
a stone wall enclosing the premises. The following statement shows the move-

ment of convicts during the year just closed,

Remaining at midnight June 30: 103 males
1 female

Received since from common jails: 46 males
1 female

TOTAL: 149 males
2 female

151 convicts

Discharged by Expiration of Sentence: 28
by Parole: 2
by Pardon: 6
Removed to Kinston Penitentiary: 2 males
2 females
MAKING A TOTAL OF: 40 convicts

N

With the Minister's consent we purchased and erected a modern brick plant and
next year we will be able to turn out 12,000 bricks per day by the time we have

received permission to erect an addition to our present cell accomodation.
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I have found that the ticket of leave system one of the best inducements to
good .discipline that ever was introduced into the Penitentiaries. This year
twelve inmates have been granted their conditional release and from personal
observation and inquiries no one of these twelve men have in any way committed
a breech of trust in accepting imposed conditionms. They are all living good

lives and so far have proven they were accidental criminals.

The memorandum drawn up at the last Warden's Convention fully explains the
Warden's ideas as to its operation and what suggested improvements we thought
would make it more of a sucess than it has been. I received a great deal of
instruction and information attending the Warden's Convention held in Kingston
last January, also in visiting Warden Kirk in Dorchester, Charleston Prison, the
fass. State Institution, Concord Reformatory, Sing Sing Prison. General Bridges
of the Mass. State Prison, Warden Scott of the Concord Reformatory and Warden
Johnston of Sing Sing treated us with the greatest of courtesy and explained

in full the working of the Institution and their changes. 1In the disciplinary
department the system is almost identical with the Canadian Institutions. In
the manufacturing department we are far behind as they are allowed to manufact-
ure for state purposes and in consequence there is a busy air about the Pen-

itentiary that we do not find in Canada.

The Concord Reformatory is worthy of special mention on account of their mag-
nificent equipment and the manual training principle. Warden Scott has grasped
the idea that to keep them out of crim it is necessary to teach them when young,

a trade, as a large percentage of convicts in Penitentiaries today are without
trades.

By your permission we have purchased some two hundred ‘and seventy five volumes
for our library which makes it very complete, in my opinion. It should be

better to make a certain allowance every year than every three or four years

ALl the Officers have been faithful in the discharge of their duties. The
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discipline is at present well maintained and has been through the year. wWe
had no deaths. Again I have not been favoured with a visit from you this year.
I have the honour to be Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

J. C. Whyte
Warden



April 29th, 1902
The Dominion Government
boom in New Westmingter

Fenitentiary to contsin

oc

461

74
The Columhian
is to contribute to the building
by the addition of 2 new wing to +he

one hundred cells. Durine the

discussion in Supply in which this announcement was made,
attention was called again to the fact that the egreater cost

0T supplies in the west makes the eXpense per capita greater
here than in the Hastern Institutions. Ottazws avoeare to

nave Ziven vv trying to bring the British Columbis Institutions
down to the level of those in +he east; and Victoris micht well
take pattern in the matter of the hospital for the insane.
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REPORT OF THE WARDEN July 2, 1902

Sirs:

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report accompanied by the usual stat-
istical and financial statements for the year 1901-1902. The expenditures for
this Institution for the year was $42,019.06. In comparing this Penitentiary
with a larger Institution as per capita cost it should not be forgotten that

the cost of living here is much higher than in the other Penitentiaries in
Canada. Also here we have a staff equal to the handling of 300 convicts in a
modern constructed prison with a stone wall enclosing the premises, The follow-

ing statement shows the movement of convicts during the year just closed.

Remaining at midnight 30 June 1901 - 101 convicts
From Common jails: 32
Returned by Order of Court: 1
TOTAL: 134 convicts
Discharged by expiration of sentence: 24
by pardon : 3
by parole : 9
Removed to Kingston Penitentiary : 2
Removed by Order of the Court : 1
Returned to Provincial Authorities : 1
TOTAL: ——Zz—zgnvicts.

We stated brickmaking on June 1st of this year and expect to have made by the
middle of September 750,000 bricks, 30,000 of which will be pressed. The
machinery purchased last year has worked very successfully having been installed

and operated without the assistance of any outside labour. When the kiln is

burned we will have sufficient brick for one years work for construction of

increased cell accomodation. !
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On November 2, 1901 in company with Lt. Col. Irvin of Manitoba Penitentiary, I
attended a National Prison Congress Conference held in Kansas City. We had on
Septeﬁber last the pleasure of a visit from Inspector Dawson, the first Inspect-
or's visit since I joined the Service in December 1896. I trust in the future

it will be an annual if not a semi-annual event,

After burning of our brick kiln on October we propose the starting of building

of the new cell accomodation, this work will be continued unremittingly until

finished,

Taking everything into consideration I think we can say consciently that this

has been one of the busiest years for some time. It has not been necessary as
some intelligent people seem to think to look for work for our inmates. Our
difficulty seems to be at present that we have more work than people to do it.

In view of the building improvements comtemplated I find that we should be short
of stone, I therefore begon inquiries in reference to securing a quarry. I con-
sulted with Mr. James Levy, Crown Timber Agent, who suggested the setting aside
for the purpose of Goose Island which is situated about twenty miles by water
from here, in the centre of Pitt Lake, one mile and a half from the nearest shore.
It consists of about 150 acres, well wooded and is one mass of grey granite. Not
only will it supply granite for all time to come but will materially reduce our
net expenditure for fuel if we decide to place a small gang of short timers

there to open the quarry and cut wood.

Discipline has been very well maintained., This as well as last year, owing to a

great extent in the operating of the parole system and from hearsay, those who
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Service October 1, 1895, an excellent Officer, conscientious and faithful in
the discharge of his duty.
I have the honour to be Sir,

Your obedent servant,

J.C. Whyte

Warden
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B. C. PENITENTIARY 1902 - /1903
7

Sirs: -
I have the honour to submit my Annual Report accompanied by statistical and

financial statements for 1902 - 1903,

The expenditure for this Institution for the year was $46,736.64. We continue
brickmaking this year and owing to your decision to have first tier of cells built
of press brick it was necessary to work our brick yard with that object in view.
As a consequence we will this year make about 750,000 pressed and 250,000 common
brick. We start érection of the new wing about the middle of October, at the
North East corner we found a bed of sand which necessitated our gang going down

twelve feet before securing a proper foundation. we expect before the winter sets

The work of building is in charge of Instructor Imlach. Under the supervision
of Chief Trade Instructor Disney, both Officers have been attached to the staff
for some time in other Ccapacities. We expect to fully complete this building
of modern construction with convict labour and our own staff without any outside
expense whatever for labour. The outside walls are constructed of brick and the
window barriers of steel pipe which is less expensive and just as strong as
havey iron rods, easy to erect and less impediment to light. The steel barriers
for cells, also the locking bar arrangements are being manufactured for us at
St. Vincent's de Paul Penitentiary. All the rest of the work in connection with

~

this building will be done on the premises,

In tearing down the present small building attached to the present cell wing I

found that it was practically sandstone veneer and on making an investigation
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I found that the whole construction of the wing and main building is of the

same nature. We have secured your permission and will as soon as wet weather
sets iﬁ commence the construction of the bakery in our basement in connection
with the kitchen in order that the Steward may supervise both departments., I
received on October 14th, ten convicts from the Yukon. I regret to say that the
Northwest Mounted Police did not see their way clear to manufacture boots, shoes
and clothing for prisoners in the Yukon - prefering to purchase on the spot. I
consider this reciprocity could not in any way be objected to by the outside
manufacturer any more than he would object our manufacturing boots, shoes and

clothing for our own convicts.

During the year we have a visit from Inspector Dawson and Architect Adams. I
am pleased to see that the Inspector's visit will now be made annually. The
discipline has been exceptionally well maintained over the past year and the
Officers continue to do their duty faithfully. So far as I can learn, those

facoured with a ticket of leave, by their conduct, fully justify the Ministers'

clemency.

I have the honour to be Sir,

Your obedient servant,

J.C. Whyte
Warden
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Wednesday, February Lth, 1003 The Canada Cagzette

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAI IN COUNCIL

On a Memorandum, dated January 21lst, 1903, from the Minister
of the Interior, stating that application has been made by

the Minister of Justice for the transfer to his department,
for the burpose of the British Columbia Penitentiary, of

Goose Island, situsted about the center of Pitt Lake, in
Section 25, Township 5, Pange 5, west of the Seventh Meridian,
in the Railway Belt in British Columbia, the said islang

being re uired for the tuarring of stone thereon for use in
-— —— oD

connection with the Penitentiary.

The Minister Tecommends, as the land is vacant in the records
of the Devartment of the Interior, that, unser clause 31 of

the Dominion ILands Aect, it be transferred to the Department

of Justice for the purpose of the Britigh Columhbig Penitentiary

as above mentioned,

The committee submit the name for anprovaj.

John J, McQes

Clerk of +the Privy Council
Goose TIslang vas also known as Wright Island ang Penitentiary
Island, it was worked until 1008 vhen it was abandoned by the

penitentiary because of the many escapes,

Wood and stone wsas taken from the island forhuee in the

penitentiary ang some cobhle stone was supplied for the streets

of New Westminster,
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In the late LO's or early 50's a Hr, Bjerke requested
permission to buy thertimber on the Island, it was thought
that a bug hag invaded the timber and the authorities Were
afraid it might Spread to Garibaldi Provincial Parlk, The
Department of Justice irsisteq that he bur the island if he

wanted the timber, which he dig.

To irsects were found in the timber, No. 1 Fir was used

for peelers ang Cedar poles were used for piling,

When logging was completed a Vancouver company hought the

island for a summer resort but this failed +o materialize,

due in part to the cold glacial feg water of Pitt Lake,

The sign erected on the Islang by the B.C. Penitentiary is

now resting in Irvwin Fouse.

This was the first satilite of the B.(C. Penitentiary,
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The Canads Gazette

AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA
Wednesday, the bth.dav of February, 1903

PRESENT:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL

On a Memorandum,dateq 21?t.January,1903,from the Minister of the
Interior,Ftating that application hae been made by the Minieter nf
Justice for the transfer t5 his Department, for the nuronce onf the
British Columbisa Penitentiary,of Gnoce Island,=situated about the
centre of Pitt Lake,in Cection 25,Townshin 5,Range 5,wect nf the
Seventh Meridian,in the Railway Belt in British Chrlumbia, the «aij
Island being required for the quarrying of stone thereon for uge in
connection with the penitentiary,

The Minister recommends, as the land is vacant in the recorde of the
Department of the Interior,that,under clause 31 nf the Dominion Lands
Act,it be transferreqd to the Department »nf Justice for the purponses
of the British Columbia Penitentiary as above mentioned,

The Committee submit the same for approval.

JOHN J.McGEE,
Clerk of the Privy Council
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March 3rd, 1903 The Veekly Columbian

PENITENTIARY AFFAIRS
In the inspectors report on the B,C, Penitentiary, the net

cost of the local institution was 3&0,635.00, the cost per

capita being $418.00.

The inspectors report on the extensive imporvements in
brogress or contemplation at the B.C. Penitentiary shows that
the institution has accommodation for 104 convicts only so
that owing to lack orf room, the time has come, it hes become
necessary to transfer convicts to other renitentiaries. An
extension of the cell wing has been authorized, to be of
brick or stone foundation, with 105 well-ventilated cells,
The cell barriers will be of steel, and the floors of cement ,
while the galleries will be of glass, supported on an iron
frame. The building will be fire nroorf, Stone for the
foundations was prepared last winter. A new brick making
Plant was installed last srring, and operated during the
summer by the convicts, 600,000 bricks have been macde., The
outlay for the material required in thier manufacture was
less than 32,00 per thousand, oil and fuel]l for the engine

and wood to burn the bring being the important items of

expenditure.

Brick manufactured elsevhere and delivered at the penitentiary

vould cost 6 to 7 dollars ver thousand.
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A board fence now encloses the thirty acres included in
the penitentiary grounds, but since it affords very slight
security, plans for a wall are in course of pPrevaration,
The hillside on which the renitentiary is built will pe cut
avay at the upper side and filleq in below. The wall on
the lower sige will retain this filling, From foundation

to coping wilz be fifty feet in height., mhe foundation

will be quarried by conviet labor in Pitt Lalke, The

.

principal expenditure will bhe for cement,

It is recommended also that the prison shopns, being but
temporary structures of very inflammable material, be
replaced hy g bermanent fire-proof industrial building

near the prison,

These improvements treated of in greater detail in the
report of Warden Vhyte, the substance of which will appear

in our news columns,
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CANADA

E.L. Hewconbe vherens 1. eau ouy
Deputy of the the Iicvised Slatutes of
Hinister of Justice, CanaCa, chapter

Ceneaa 182; and entitled

in Lct respecting Penitentiarie - (3 1a armongst other
things in effect enacted, that the Covenor General In Council
mey Ceclare from time to tire, by a Proclamation to be
published in the "Ceanada Gazette™, that any tract of land
within Canada, of which the bousrdaries shall be partlculerly
defined in the Proclamation, is a penitentiary and is to be
€0 held within the meaning of the said Act, and by such Pro-
clemation, may declare for what rart of Canada the same shall
be & penitentiary,-

f cur Privy

ROV KROW  YE that by znd with the advi of ¢
Council for Canada, We co hereby procleaim end declare in virtus
of the sald Act that the tract of land situicte in the Province
< 5

1551

L
of british Columbia and desc: to say,
Goose Island, situate ebout the

1

. L

ibed as fellows, that 1
cen

Township 5, Fange 5, west of the Seventh Heridisn, in the

reilway belt in the Province of British Columbis, is a Penitentilery

end is to be so held, within the meaning of the eaid Act, as a
penitentiary for the Provincs of British Columbla, in Our
Cominion of Canada,

Of 21l which 6ur loving subjects snd all cthers whom
these precents nay concern, are hereby revulred to take notice
end toe govern theuselves accordingly,

IN TLLITNOHY WHERECE, ¥e have coused thess Our Letters
to be made Patent and the Creat Seal of Cansda to be hereunto
affixed.  WITHESE, Our Right Trusty and Pight %ell-Belovaed
Cousin end Councilor the Right Honourable Sir Gilhert Jolm
Ellict, Earl of Minto end Viscount ¥ lgund of Helgound, County
of Forfser, in the Peerage of the United Kingdom, Earon ¥into
of Minto, County of Roxlurgh, in the Peerage of Great Dritein,
Baronet of Nova Scotis, Knfight Grand Crocs of Cur Host Dlsting-
uished Order of St. Michael and St. Ceorge, ete,,ete., Gomenor
General of Czn=zade,

At Our Government Eouse, i1 Our City of OTTAYA, this
Seventh day of Harch, in the year of Our Lord one thouswzad nine
hundred and three, and in tle third vear of Our Reign,

By Commandg,
J.SEPH PO ‘;JE,

['"f. [N o~y N o
)"\‘Gr—unt‘xﬁtcx’ 01 Lrtate,

nire of P1tt Lake in Section €

SR LY. D i
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July 21st, 1903 The Weelly Columbiagn

Z

PENITENTIARY SALARIES

In the penitentiary act, nov before the Dominion Parliament,
a half-hearteg attempt appears to have been made towards
fixing the salaries of the various officiagls in the five
Canadian institutions on a more uniform basis, and g verusal

of the schedule of s5alaries chows that some of the officers

m

of the loeal penitentiary benefit by the Proposed change

)
@

The salary of the Warden is increaseg from £2,000 to 2,200
which is the amount paid to the Wardens at Dorchester anag
Manitoba as against %2, 600 raid to the Warden at Kingston
and $2, koo received by the gt. Vincent De Payj Warden, The
Chaplains get no raise, $800 being considered sufficient
here, although parsons in Ontario and Quebec are more
expensive by $200 2 vear, The Surgeon's salary Swings up
from $600 to 51,500 and & provision is made for g Chier
Trade Tnstructor at $900, and for an Engineer at the same

salary.

The unfortunate guards will receive only 3600, which amount ,
will ecual that raid at the other institutions, nust be
considered guite inadecuate renvneration in thisg Province,
while the $700 to be paid the trade instructors is not a
salary likely to cause keen competition among comnetent

tradesmen for the jobs at the "Pen", The Keenr gets g2 raise
o o =)

of $100 g vear, In the offices in which the salariecs are



473
877 4

reduced, present officials wil] not be affecteq,

The Act contains agn apparently stringent clause relating

to prerequisites, and 69 other clauses relating to the
duties ang reésponsibilitiesg of the officiaglsg in this

branch of the civiil service,
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monthe with the city and now as one result, two 2iternatives
sre offered to that of cutting off some of the Penitentiary
proverty. Cne of these provides for the present sidewalk to

Sapperton being raised and carried slong the top of the

inside track. To this, however, it is believed, the C.P.R.
will not agree. In any case the tram track to fapperton wil

have to he shifted snd it was to have this undertazken that the
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The lMayor and the Aldermen take the stsand that this 1

Y

7 ig not particularily concerned as long
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the present width of Columbizs Street is not les

3d dangerous, they will not consent

<
D
Iy
‘_] .
@]
o
%
]
ct
N
A8}
h
-
|_J
@)
b}
D
Q,
D
"y
¢}

to the street being broken up until the two Governments coms

The matter is now being threshed out between the two Governments

- to see what comes of the consultations,

[N
Q

tin

)

and the city is wa

)

The conference was to have beern held with Warden Whyte this
afternoon but he gays sny report he would have to make will
beccme confidential to the Devartment. He thinks however,

there 1s plenty of room for railway tracks outside the street
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over the shallow water and this should have besn providad for

feet was given from the
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Tuesday, Sevtember 15th, 1903 The Columbian

Government has given its consent to the moving back the stone

Street wide enough to accommodate the tram snd railway tracks

1

- o1 (. -
card of Works +to =zct.
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The

Penitentiary.

be removed,

commenced yesterday on the Warden's

which is a
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t

Grounds at the

the retaining wall curves
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Columbia Penitentiary died on May 9th, 1904, in his
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Friday, lay 27th, 190
This morning the Rev. A.E., Vert was sworn
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Wednesday, July 13th, 1904 The Columbisn

The retaining wall in front of the Warden's COrounds at the
Penitentiary was completed yesterday. It is a very colid

4

piece of work with 2 base nine feet in breadth.
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Tuesday, August 9th, 190L The Columbian

A party consisting of MNayor K

¢

2!

apperton about 7:00 o'clock this morning to look over the

tuation caused by the necessity of moving the tram track

mn
o

farther over on the Sapperton road between the Western end of
the FPenitentisry wall and the frant corner, to make room for
the V.W. and Y. track. Fngineer Seltzer had already been

over the ground and had run a line of stakes for the centre of

the new track seven feet beyond the 0ld line. This left +he

road not narrower in any place than twenty-four feet, but

What is taken from the rcad by the moving inwards of the Tram

opvosite the Penitentiary cottases, by settine back the side-
welk over the ravine, and by moving of the wall opposite the
Warden's grounds. The width of the distance which the tram



- 123 - 485

ANNUAL REPORT B.C. PENITENTIARY 1904 - November 25/1904

Sirs:
I have the honour to submit my Annual Report accompanied by statistical and

financial statements for the year 1903 - 1904,

The expenditure for the year was according to our schedule of expenditure

$44,174 .44,

We expect to have walls, cells and roof on the new wing erected by Spring

next year. We would have the work completed earlier only for the substitution
o fire proof roofing for wood and galvanized as first proposed. The new roof
will be cement and expanded metal and will be absolutely fireproof which will

make the new. wing when complete a model as far as fireproof construction is

concerned.

By the way the prison population is increasing it will not be finished a day
too soon. We hope to have everything ready for occupation by July 1st, 1905,
The Chief Trade Instructor annexed report goes fully into what work has been

done this year.

I very much regret to say that on May 9, 1904 we lost by death our amenable
Portestant Chaplin, Reverend Thomas Schuler who served this Institution faith-
fully and well from his appointment January 1st, 1897, His loss was keenly
felt by both convicts and Officers and his kindly way and christain forebearance

endeared him to eyeryone, re-respective of their religious beliefs.

Discipline has been well maintained during the year and the Officers continue

to do their duty faithfully. .
I have the honour to be Sir,
Your obedient servant

J. C. Whyte
Warden
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF TRADE INSTRUCTOR 1904

(as referred to above)

Memo to the Warden:

In accordance with your instructions, I have the honour to submit the follow-
ing report for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1904.

New Wing:

Work on the new wing has been carried on as continously as possible since its
inception. During the Winter months work was carried on under a canvas roof
which although broken down once under a heavy fall of soft snow, was replaced
and the first two tiers of cells erected. The outside walls were built up
during the summer they have now been added to and are now the height of 28 feet,

the top of the third tier.

Repairs to Buildings:

General repairs to buildings have been numerous during the year but only necessary

work has received attention.

Alterations in Basement:

The walls on each side, north end of the basement hall, also wall across on
the west side have been removed and triple steel beams supported on case iron
columns were inserted., This change has made a great improvement in the base-
ment, making more room in the Kitchen and lighting up the whole floor space,

besides giving better ventilation. The Kitchen received a coat of paint etc.

New Bakery:

The new Bakery was provided on the west side of the basement. The outside wall
was stripped of the decayed lath and plaster and bricks were substituted. A
Bakers oven was built in the north west corner of the basement which has given

every satisfaction. A glass partition was put in under the steel beam to enclose

the bakery and allow supervision by the STeward.
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Meat Room:

A Meat Room was provided at the south end of the basement hall by putting in a

glass partition with door.

K. Block:

Temporary cells were made on the top floor over the Chapel.To accomplish this

the brick walls on each side of the Hall were taken out and timber beams insert-

ed to carry the weight of the roof. The bell was moved towards the front of the
building. The space over the chapel has been floored and cells formed by nail-

ing corrogated iron on the rafters and studs and fitting doors made with wooden
frames and iron rods. This alteration gives us fourteen additional cells, although

not so secure as those in the wing relieves the overcrowding of the prison.

Brick Yard:

The brickyard has kept busy all summer making bricks for the new wing. About
800,000 common besides press brick were turned out satisfactorily.

Stone Shed:

A number of men were employed during the winter making hollow cement bricks for
the new wing cell fronts when the weather was suitable. 1550 blocks were

successfully made accounting for 5500 cubic feet of stone. The loss through

S

frost and other causes was about 2

Reservoir No, 2:

The ground has been excavated for a new reservoir, circular in plan. The

inside dimensions of the finished reservoir will be 33 feet 6 inches in dia-
meter 12 feet deep. The wall will be built of brick bedded in cement mortar
and grouted with cement and sand - one to three mixture. The thickness of the
wall at the bottom will be twenty-six inches to a height of four feet, twenty-
two inches thick for the next four feet and the remainder eighteen inches thick.,
The bottom will be covered with concrete five inches thick composed of crushed
rock, sand and cement in a proportion of ive, three, one. The finish will be

composed of a part cement, one part fine sand and half part lime paste.
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Reservoir No. 2 continued:

This will be applied one inch thick on the bottom and one half thick on the
walls. A white tight covering will be put over the reservoir. All will be
covered with loftus roofing cement.

Shops:

The shops have been constantly employed. Besides their usual work there have

been work done in connection with the new wing.

H. Disney
Chief Trade Instructor
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December 10th, 1904 The Columbian

A REWARD

Ten dollar reward will be paid by the Warden of the R.C.
Penitentiary to anyone giving information to the Warden
or the Chief of Police leading to the conviction of the
party or parties who, on the night of the 7th of
December, broke two lanterns placed as danger signals

on Columbia Street in front of the B.C. Penitentiary.
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Tuesday, January 17th, 1905 The Columbian

O
O

The iron fence for the top of the retaining wall at the

Warden's residence, Sapperton, has been comoleted by the

maker, Mr. J.N.C. Reid, of this city, and has been placed in
position. It adds considerably to the appearance of the masonry

and is a great credit to the manufacturer.
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May 22nd, 1905 The Columbian

Tenders for supplies for the Penitentiary at New
Westminster are being advertised for in the Vancouver
Liberal Press. The advertisement is not published in
this constituency because it is regarded simply as a
pap, and the Columbian is not on the pap list. Under
Laurier, only Liberals have any right to receive public
money, although it must be admitted that Conservatives

retain the right to pay taxes.
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May 30th, 1905 The Columbian

Patsy, the deer which was everbodies pet at the Firemen's
Zoo, was returned here today from spending some months
with the deer at the Penitentiary, after running in the
Glenn for so long with the Pen herd, Patsy got quite
wild, and for some time declined to be captured. But

now there is a new companion at the zoo, he will be

more contented with his lot.
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JATIL WALLS

-t

NMoet of the people who mansge to get inside the walls of the
B.C. Penitentisry in this city are from the underworld, and it
ie very seldom that Warden VWhyte receives s visitor from up
above, Such was the case, however, on Saturday night when

Professor Rell, the man who goes up in the air attached to 5

valloon, the uvper stratum of ether and, descending, landed

As is usually © cese, it is much essier to get 1n than tc get
out, and Professor Bzll found this to be very true. ‘he
nerschute landed him safelyv enough within the high board fence,

rce that he began to wonder how long his

' A S 2 . ~ P N 9, r s
sentence was, After considerable rustline around he found
, ,
2 friendly guard who led the lightly clad aeronaut to the zate,
and once zezin the Professor breathed the open sir of freedom,
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B. C. PENITENTIARY October 10, 1905

J. C, Whyte, Warden

Remaining at midnight June 30, 1904: 109 convicts
Received from common jails : 59
TOTAL: 168
Discharged by expiration of sentence: 17
by pardon : 1
by parole : 7
by death : 1
Returned to provincial jails : 2
Removed by court order : 1
TOTAL: - 9
TOTAL ON OCTOBER 10, 1905 : 139

I expected to be to report that we had occupied our new wing by this time but
owing to an unfortunate delay in the delivery of barriers and materials the
occupation has been delayed at least six months. When occupied we will have

cell accomodation for two hundred and twelve. Judging by the increase of
convicts in British Columbia I think it advisable to start as soon as possible

to build another wing which will not only be necessary soon but will give employ-

ment to a large number of men.

The Chief Trades Instructor's memorandum goes fully into the seasons work and

Officers continue their work faithfully and well.

New Wing:
Good progress for remainder of the building. Concrete work finished with the
exception of the press brick lining on the inside face of the walls and the

granilitic floors in the basement. The press brick should have been made last

summer but our Brick Instructor being employed at the Penitentiary in Manitoba

and not returning until late in the season we had to wait until this year.
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However, one kiln is ready to burn so we hope to be able to finish the brick

in the near future. The outside of the walls above the granite foundations

has been finished with a coating of cement and sand laid into the blocks. The
cornice being composed of cement stone blocks. A date stone of 1904 being left
in each side of the building. The roof is composed of concrete with expanded
metal embedded in and finished with a coating of trinidad asphalt making it
water proof as well as fireproof. The rain being carried down soil vent pipes

in the centre of the building.

Sixty cell barriers were received on the 28th June. These we hope to have in
place before long and then we will be ready for the remaining sixty. We have
the water to cells which gives us considerable extra work in piping. Two
distinct services having to be used, on account of our spring water supply
being insufficient for all purposes we have to connect this to the wash basins

and use the creek supply from the dam for flushing the water closets.

New Building:

An addition to the coal storage house and wharfs, sixteen by twenty six was
erected during the winter for storage of coal. The brickmakers have nearly
completed a kiln containing about 45,000 pressed and 200,000 common bricks.
This department gives employment for about thirty eight convicts. The cement
blocks for the new wing were all finished by November 18th last, after which

a considerable amount of granite was prepared for the foundation of the new
wing extension. A dressed granite crossing for the sidewalk at the front gate
containing 448 square feet was prepared and put down and is giving good service

Spare men were employed breaking granite for macadam.

Reservoir No. 2:

This work was finished and put into commission on the 17th October. Its cap=

acity being 65,937 gallons.
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Retaining Wall:

The round end of the retaining wall at the Warden's quarters was finished
by us. It is joined at the wall, erected by the Provincial government at one

end and the other end is finished by a pier.

During February nearly four hundred feet of fence was blown down in four
different places. This was all replaced. About fourty tons of ice was stored
in February. So far this has kept in fiar condition although no proper ice
house is available. General repairs are being carried out as necessary to the
shops although a great deal more will have to be done. The shops have been
fully employed and handicaped as they are for room have done well in both

quality and quantity of work turned out.

H., Disney
Chief Trade Instructor
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) The Columbian
November lst, 1905

CONVICTS BREAK FOR LIBERTY
An exiting episode occurred at the Penitentiary this
afternoon, when it was discovered that a convict named
Pzul Newman, had made his escape from the gang working in

the garden.

The alarm being given, the regulation round-up of all

hands was made, and a swarm of beaters were soon in

pursuit., It was believed that the man had crawled under

the fence and made his way into the bush near the

cemetery. This theory proved correct, when in less than

an hour the guards came upon him hiding in the shrubbery

and returned him to custody. Newman came from Nanaimo about
three years ago, and had two more years to serve. He is
likely to have cause to regret today's episode, as there
nave been so many escapes frcam other Institutions in the

Province that punishment has to be made deterrent.
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The Columbian
February lst, 1906

THE PENITENTIARY RECEIVED ANOTHER CHINESE GUEST YRSTERDAY.

This particular Chink came from up the Coast. He had been
convicted by the Indian Agent of selling whiskey to
Indians on the Skeena River, but he will now have a

couple of years in which to learn another trade.
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The Columbian
June 4th, 1906

TRAIN ROBBERS ARRIVE TO SERVE LONG TERMS.

Well, luck to you, and here's where I sign the pledge,
and George Edwards, alias Bill Miner, tossed off what,
if the intentions of justice are followed out, was

probably the last drink of whiskey he will ever take.

The little scene was enacted in the train at a mile east
of the city, about nine o'clock Saturday night, just
before delayed Number oneg- pulled into Sapperton, when

the trio of notorious train robbers was transferred to
cabs and swiftly driven to the B.C. Penitentiary, where
two of them will spend the remainder of their days, and
from whose confines the third, now a young man, will pass
after twenty-five years, a stranger to the outside world,

well over his prime.

C.P.R. Train Number one was delayed Saturday by a slight
mishap near Port Hammond, and on this account, instead
of arriving in the city at 7:15 p.m., it did not pull

in "til shortly after 9:00 o'clock. Quite a number of
people had gathered at the downtown station to see the
robbers debark, but these were disappointed both at the
earlier and later hours, for, according to custom, the

prisoners were transferred to cabs at the Sapperton

crossing and from there were driven the remaining
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short distance to the Penitentiary. About two hundred
people, however, had gathered at the depot in the eastern
suburb and there was a general crush to catch a hasty
glimpse of the men who had risked and lost their liberty
in a vain attempt to become rich by the robbery of His
Majesty's mails. The large squad of Provincial and
C.P.R., detectives and police had quite a contract on hand
to pilot their charges through the crush, while the
curious throng elbowed and jostled this way and that to
get just one look at "0l1d Rill" Miner, Shorty Dunn and
Colguhoun. Once they fleed in the cabs there was no
delay and in a moment more their rigs with their load
had disappeared behind the high walls of the long term
prison. "0ld Bill" Miner was the chief topic of
conversation in the target for a greater number of
glances and as a study he certainly deserved the bulk of
any attention that was going. It would be natural to
suppose that with a long record of crime which attaches
to that now notorious name, Edwards, slias Miner, would
be a subject likely to attract and hold the attention of
those who find a morbid pleasure in such things. This
was no doubt the case, but aside from this the personality
of the old man, white haired, white mousgtached and almost
feeble as he bore his 64 years, was more then enough to
appeal to those who had once caught a glance from those

kindly, bright eyes. That he should wear the name of

500
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perhaps the most daring holdup man now alive in the west
became a marvel when one looked at him as he sat there
on the box beside the station, deep in conversation with

Colquhoun, to whom he was handcuffed hand and foot.
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TO OFFICER IN CHARGE OF WRIGHT ISLAND GANG.
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1. The Penitentiary Regulations, a copy of which is here-
with, are to be observed (so far as they are applicable to
conditions in camp) as strictly in the prison itself. T call
your attention particularly to Regulations 9, 131, 134, and
135, Such relaxations of discipline as are referred to in
131 and 135 are particularly dangerous in the conditions
existing in camp.

2. The liberty from confinement to quarters which is allowed
the convicts after working hours and on Sundays must be
strictly governed by the instructions below.

CARE OF TOOLS, ARMS, ETC.

3. The tool chest supplied is to be kept locked, and all
portable tools are to be kept therein when not in use.

4, Arms and ammunition, except such as the officers have
upon their persons, must be kept under lock and key, in the
receptacle provided in the officers' quarters, which must be
kept locked continuously. When the men are in camp, one of
the officers will act as doorkeeper, and it will be his duty
to see that all doors are kept locked, excep% when some person

is actually passing out or in.
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5. . The prison boat is to be used only in case some emergency
makes it necessary. In no other circumstances shall an officer
on duty on the island, leave it until relieved, or permit any
convict to leave it. When the camp is opened, the boat is to
be taken up to the house and securely fastened with chain and
padlock, a covering sufficient to protect it from injury by
heat of the sun being provided. The rudder, oars and rowlocks
are to be kept in the officers' quarters, the latter being
locked up in the arms chest. You will satisfy yourself by daily
inspection that the fastening of the boat is secure.

STORES

6. You will be responsible for the proper care and use of
the stores, which are to be handed to the cooks under your
direction, by one of the officers. Convicts must not be allowed
to enter the store room or officers' quarters. You will see
that requisitions for stores required are forwarded regularly
and promptly.

COMMUNICATION

7. You should be able to send down at least one loaded scow
per week, and visits of inspection will be made from time to
time by the Deputy-Warden or myself, so that, except in case
of serious illness or accident, it will not be necessary for
you to send an officer away from the island. A dozen carrier-
pigeons will be sent you each week. You will use one of these
each day during the week to carry brief reports of progress.
The remaining birds (if not used) you will set free when the

new consignment reaches you. Pigeons are to be kept in the



504

587 B
special coop provided. In any case of emergency (whether
serious enough to warrent sending an officer or not) you will
send a message by pigeon, repeating it after a few minutes,
and in a serious case, such as an escape, or if the surgeon is
wanted, you will send three or four birds at short intervals.,

8. As soon as you take charge of the gang, you will ascertain
which of them have had practice in rowing, and you will make a
list of these for reference. If it should become necessary to
despatch an officer from the island you will send with him
four of the most trustworthy men on that list, instructing
him that they are to relieve each other at the oars, two and
two, every half hour.

ROUT INE

9. Except on Sundays and holidays, breakfast is to be served
at 6:45 a.m., dinner at noon, and supper at 6 p.m.. The men
will leave the house for work at 7:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and
returning will, if at the quarry, leave work at 11:45 and
5:45, if at the timber, on the east shore, 5 minutes earlier.
Saturday afternoon will be devoted to bathing and clothes-
washing, all the officers being on duty until the work is
finished.

10. After supper, a party not exceeding 3 men, under charge
of an officer, will bring up a supply of water, and another
similar party will lay in a supply of firewood. Convicts not
so employed will remain in the house, under charge of the night
watchman. When the wood and water have been procured, all the

convicts may be in the open air within the limits defined, until
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sundown, provided the weather is clear and fine: but in all
cases the convicts must be in bed and the light in their
dormitory arranged for the night, at 9 PeMm.

11. On Sundays and holidays, breakfast and dinner may be
forty-five minutes to an hour later. Between breakfast and
dinner, and again between dinner and supper, convicts may, in
fine weather, remain in the open air, either within the limits
defined or at the dock, or at "Prospect Point". Convicts may
go to Prospect Point under charge of one officer, but a party
going to the dock must be under two officers. Except the wood
and water parties, above provided for, two separate parties
of convicts must not be outside the limits at the same time,
and with the same exception, no convict shall be allowed outside
the limits after supper.

12. You may, at your discretion, make these regulations
more stringent, if it appears well to do so, but they must
not be relaxed. In damp weather, you will see that convicts
are not allowed to sit in the house or outside in damp clothes,
and should a fog come up at any time, you will immediately
order all convicts into the house.

13. The convicts are to work in one party, under both
officers. Should it become necessary at any time to leave the
gang under one officer, he must be cautioned to exercise the
utmost care to keep all the men in front of him and under his
eye.

NIGHT WATCHMAN

14. The Night-watchman will be in charge from the time the
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convicts are locked up at night until 6:15 a.m., when he will
give the rising signal. From 6 p.m. until locking up, and from
6:15 a.m. until the men sit down to breakfast, he will assist
the day officers in the general oversight of the convicts.

REPORTS

15. You will enter daily, in the book provided for the purpose,
a short statement of the nature of work, such as "loading stone"
"moving derrick" - "cutting wood". You will add in every case
your certificate that the boat and pigeon cote have been
examined and found secure, and that the water barrels are full.
This book is to be submitted to the Deputy-Warden, the Chief
Trade Instructor or myself, when either of us visits the island,
and each day's report, since the last inspection, will be
initialed by such officer.

16, The daily routine report by carrier pigeon is to be sent
off immediately after dinner, while the convicts are locked up.
It need not, when all is well, contsin anything further than the
simple statement of that fact.

ACCIDENTS

17. The box containing "first aig" requisites will be kept
in a specified place in the officers' room. You should take
an early opportunity of instructing the officers under your

charge in the nature and use of its contents.
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June 15th, 1906

PENITENTIARY SALARIES

As will be seen from the table printed below, increases in
the salaries of the officials of the Penitentiary, have
been granted by the Government. The increases range from
one to two hundred dollars a year, except in the case of
the Surgeon, whose salary was raised from six hundred
dollars to fifteen hundred dollars a year, an increase of
nine hundred dollars. The sczle is as follows:

New Salary Scale

Warden Ceeseseasessseassaresssssesesess$2,200,00
Deputy Warden ssesssescsssssesesnsesssss 1,500,00
Protestant Chaplain ....ees000ese0es00es 1,000.00
Roman Catholic Chaplain ..eveesseeeeesess 1,000,00
Surgeon s sesesessecsssesssenssssssssss 1,500,00
Acccuntant . eeeeerorsciecsersssccessses 1,200,00
StOl”e-KeepeI‘ © 6 0 000 060000000008 Oee0 00000 900.00
Steward and Baker .s..eeisoroseccnccnonos 900,00
Hospital Overseer and School Instructor . 1,000.00

" Engineer and Blacksmith Instructor ...... 1,000.00
Chief Trade Instructor c.seevessessssces 1,000.00
Trade INStructor sivececssseoosovonsonnes 800.00
KEBDETrS sevsnssssonsnsosssosssssansnsnas 800.00
Guards O 700,00
Chief Watchman ..o eooerooocoocnosnssoss 900,00
WatChman «.eeeeosoosovscosssnsascnnnsosea 750.00

. 600.00

Temporary GUardS s.ssesrssosvonsassossnses
The Deputy Warden and the Accountant and the Chief Trade
Instructor receive no increases, The Chief Trade
Instructor received an advance in the salary two years ago,
but the reason for passing over the Deputy Warden and the
Accountant is not given. Several new posi@ions have been

created since last year.
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’ The Columbian
July 24th, 1906

PITT LAKE SCENERY SURPRISES VISITOCRS.

Weekly excursions are to be run to Pitt Lake by the

Steamer Ramona each Monday.

Great interest was manifested in the messages sent from
the Ramona by carrier pigeons. About eighteen prisoners
from the Penitentiary are working on Pitt Lake taking

out stone and cord wood. The officer in charge two or
three times a weeks sends messages to Colonel Whyte by
carrier pigeons. The Ramona yesterday took up supplies

to the Island and also twenty-four pigeons. Colonel

Whyte kindly allowed the excursionists to send messages.
The messages were addressed to the Columbian and to the
three Vancouver papers. They were written on thin paper
and sewed to the main tail feathers of the pigeons.

The birds were liberated at 1:05 v.m. They rose to

above the mountain, circled for a brief time and then

made a beeline for New Westminster, arriving back in their
dovecotes in twenty-eight minutes. The messages were then

removed and forwarded by telephone.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BRITISH COLUMBIA PENITENTIARY, NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.

August 28, 1906. J.C. Whyte, Warden

We have opened up Wright Island Quarry, Pit Lake. Situated 27 miles from
here by water. We have there fifteen convicts under a Trade Instructor and
we expect before the season closes, about the 1 September, to have about

two hundred cords of wood, five hundred tons of rock for foundations. Next
season we expect to do better as it has taken about six weeks to erect - log
houses, wharf, etc. This quarry will be worked about three months a year and
will supply a long felt want for wood for the brick kiln and rock for foundat-

ions of the new building.

As by recent instruction the report on the work of the structure has been
delegated to the architect. I will only say that we occupied our new wing
with accomodation for 116 convicts about January 1st and in all reports it
has more than filled our expectations, giving us a total accomodation for
about 225 convicts. *(I would expect that the new wing they are referring

to would be the north wing cell block.)
End of Report

* readers comment
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Owing to the serious illness of the Warden, no report has been received
from the British Columbia Penitentiary for the nine months ending March

31, 1907.

Report of the Protestant Chaplin

Report of the Protestant Chaplin for the nine months ending March 31, 1907.
Of the convicts received three were total abstainers. Six used liquor
occasionally. Eight are intemperate while one is addicted tothe use of
opium ando ne tothe use of morphine. In ten cases liquor, opium or morphine
is averted to be the cause of the present trouble if that is so there is no
reason to doubt that one may hope with the cause removed and a period of
reflection afforded, the words of Paul may be grandly realized in more than
one case. Now no chastening for the present seemth to be joyous but griev-
ious, never the less afterward it yieldth the peaceful fruits of rightousness

unto them which are exercised thereby.

End of Report
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The following is an abbreviated account taken from the offi-

cial files of the Inquiry into the escape of Bill Miner and

three other convicts.

Telegram dated August 8th, 1907.

To the Inspector of Penitentiaries Ottawa.

Four convicts escaped from Brickyard this afternoon.
Signed

D.D. Bourke
Acting Warden

Telegram dated August 10th, 1907.

To Inspector of Penitentiaries Ottawa

Suspended Guard McNeil yesterday afternoon.
Signed

D.D. Bourke
Acting Warden

Telegram dated August 9th, 1907

To G.W. Dawson, Inspector of Penitentiaries Ottawa
Will I offer reward, if so how much, Bill Miner among those
gone.

Signed

D.D. Bourke
Acting Warden
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August 12th, 1907

MEMORANDUM

To the Commissioner of Dominion Police

From telegraphic reports it appears that four convicts
escaped a few days ago from the British Columbian Peniten-
tiary. One of these is the somewhat notorious Bill Miner,
with whose history you are no doubt intimate. The Inspec-
tors are of the opinion that it is useless to offer the
ordinary reward and I have to request that you will take the

matter in hand through some Officer in who you have con-

fidence and endeavor if possible to effect the recapture of
these convicts especially Miner. You are authorized to
offer a reward, such as in your opinion may be necessary, up
to say a limit of $500.00 for Miner's rearrest. I shall be
glad to confer with you if there are any other details which
you desire.

Signed

A.B. Aylesworth
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THE WORLD
Vancouver Newspaper

$5,000.00 TO HELP BILL MINER.

That Bill Miner had his plan of escape well worked out and
had communicated with friends outside who were in the vici-
nity waiting for the consummation of his attempt to assist
him with food, clothes and money, there are good grounds to
believe. A most significant circumstance, considered in
connection with other details, has been discovered by The

World which supports this theory very strongly.

At the time of his escape on Thursday afternoon Miner had

been working for ten days in the Brickyard. He got this
privilege on the ground that his health was failing him in
indoors and exhibited a swollen and sore feet in proof. 1In
the light of succeeding events it would be interesting to

know his method of producing sore feet while working in the

Penitentiary shops.

At the end of July Miner started work in the Brickyard. On
August 5th a man came to Vancouver from Smilkameen, where
Miner is known to have friends, and put up at a good hotel.
Next day he disappeared and has not been seen around Van-

couver since. While at the hotel he confided during the

514
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evening to one man that he had $5,000.00 which he was
willing to spend to get his friend Bill Miner out of the

Penitentiary if that amount of money could do it.

Two days later he left the Vancouver house Bill Miner et al
escaped from the Penitentiary. These are the facts, though
for obvious reasons The World cannot publish the man's name
and the exact address. The attention of Deputy Warden
Bourke has been drawn to the matter and it is being investi-
gated.

Bill Miner will not be caught anywhere in the vicinity of
New Westminster or Burrard Inlet is the opinion of The World
man, who has been studying the situation here. As far as
the immediate chase is‘concerned, there is little doubt that
Miner has got clear and is now working East along with
flanks of the mountains, most likely taking the ease that

becomes his age and quite prepared to do a month summer's
camping until the chase shall have quieted down and times
stalled the keeness of the officials. On the other hand
nothing is more likely than that one or two, perhaps all
three of the others, will fail to make the getaway and word
of their capture may be received at any moment. Many people

have sympathy with the robber in fact his position in the

opinion of many people today 1is almost exactly that occupied
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by Robin Hood in the Yorkshire mind a few hundred years ago.
Miner 1s expected to travel alone and this 1is what can be
expected of an old dog whose self reliance would not need
company to keep it up and who prudence would teach him that
a lone man stands a better chance of concealing himself than
more would in addition to which if there are hardships to be
endured in the hills, the effect on temper is such that the
choosing of the right companion, or none at all, 1is of'first
importance. The trail followed by the dog yesterday morning
showed that shortly after the separation, one man lay for
awhile in the corn patch of the Gunn homestead, which is
closeby. Also the same Thursday evening, there was some
excitement among the Gunn chickens and one of them has not
been seen since. After discovering the bed in the corn, the
hound threw up his head and failed to take up the scent any
further. Miner has many friends, in Chilliwack alone he 1is

well known, and well thought of by a number of people.

Further East, down the Smilkameen Valley, he has friends,

one of whom, Budd has been corresponding with him regularily
since his incarceration, and it 1is unlikely that Budd repre-
sents only himself. Miner is too wise to allow the authori-

ties to know who all his friends are, and he is also too
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wise to have left the Penitentiary without a good idea of

how he could reach safety.
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GUARD MCNEIL SUSPENDED

Guard McNeil who was so curiously oblivious to Miner's engi-
neering work on Thursday afternoon when the tunnel was made
under the fence, has been suspended by Deputy Warden Bourke.
The Deputy Warden takes a view that McNeil, had he been
patrolling the top of the wall at proper intervals instead
of standing too long in one place, should have seen the
operations of the convicts before the escape. Mr. Bourke
has forwarded his report to the Department at Ottawa and is

not disposed to give his own opinion of just how far McNeil

was blameworthy.
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A report dated August 12th, 1907

To Inspector of Penitentiaries Ottawa
Sir:

In regard to escape of convict Bill Miner alias Edwards,
McCloskey, Clark, and Woods, I beg to report as follows:
These convicts escaped through a hole dug under the fence at
the rear of the Brick machine. On getting through this hole
they made for the northwest corner of a second fence in back
field, broke the lock securing ladder at number ten stand
which they used to get over the fence, and then ran through

the field and crossed the road near the Glen Bridge.

Instructor Doyle was in close pursuilt and did not return to
prison til next morning. As soon as I got the convicts
locked up I detailed every available Officer to scour the
bush at the rear of the Penitentiary grounds. I had some of
the Officers called in before night, and left other to watch
the roads. I then detailed all spare Officers to remote
points so as to guard all avenues of exlit. I placed some at
Port Moody, some at the junction, some on the Vancouver car
line and some on the river. Although the search has been
continued diligently up to this moment 10:00 p.m. I have had

no positive trace or information of them. I have had many
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reports of men like them having been seen, but I would
require a regiment of men to verify those reports. Any
report, however, that appears to be well founded was
attended to as well as I could. This morning I was informed
that two men answering the description of Clark and
McCloskey were seen yesterday at 6:00 p.m. at Woodwards
Slough, Lulu Island, some twelve miles distant. I
telephoned to our two Officers at Eburne to look up this
report, and I also sent three other Officers down there at

once. This report coming from a reliable source had, at

least a good colour.

Shortly afterwards Provincial Constable Spain phoned me that
he had a wire from Mission stating that a man answering Bill

Miner's description was seen at Nicomen Island. He was very
tired and complained of sore feet, Miner has very sore feet.

These are the only reports that have given me any hope. The

Provincial Police are investigating this with strong hope of

catching Miner.

The Acting Deputy on making out the details for that day
placed three guards and some sixteen men at the wharf
unloading a scow load of wood from Wright Island. Two guards

superintending the work and one on the road with a rifle.
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Guard Walsh has six men building the brick kiln, and
Instructor Doyle had twenty-one in Brickyard. Had we a
spare Officer, Mr. Steward would have placed him assisting

Doyle.

To have a clear idea of affairs in the Brickyard you will
require an explanation. The Guard at the Kiln 1s placed
there to oversee the men, that is those men building the
Kiln and so many of Instructor Doyle's men as may be at the
lower part of the racks. The Guard on the stand 1s supposed
to oversee everything on the reserve within ranges of his
vision and Guard McNeil was supposed to oversee the

Brickyard in general, but could not be held responsible for

places that did not come within the range of his vision. In
order that all points are on the machinery should be under
the eye of the guard on number three Stand. I had a walk
over one hundred feet long placed on top of wall and con-
nected with the Stand. I first proposed the straightening
of the fence and moving the stand, but this proposition not
being entertained I suggested the walk. Guard McNeil saw
those convicts working there at or near the machinery. He
knew that Instructor Doyle's duties took him all over the
yard. He know Doyle had to visit the kiln frequently to see

that the work was being done properly and seeing that Doyle
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was absent from machinery he should certainly have moved up
and down the walk while Doyle was at the lower end of the
yard. No doubt the convicts saw he was not alert and
planned accordingly. Guard McNeil had his warning about a
year ago when Newman went under the fence at the garden and
was into Colthourd's orchard before being noticed by him on
number four stand. Under all the circumstances of the case
I did not feel I should be doing my duty to the Penitentiary
to allow him to remain longer on duty till the whole matter
was cleared up and so I suspended him and wired you. The
hole under the fence gives clear indication of the outside
part having being dug from the outside. As no one would go
there during the day this part of the work must have been
done at night. This and other circumstances lead me to
pelieve that Miner has had outside assistance in getting

away. I shall forward you another report when we abandon

the search.
I have the honour to be sir, your obedient servant.

D.D. Bourke

Acting Warden
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August 14th, 1907 DAILY NEWS
MISSION FARMER FED MINER LAST SUNDAY

Anyone desiring to correspond with one William Miner, late
of the B.C. Penitentiary, should please address the corres-
pondence, c/o Provincial Constable Lane, Nicomen. All other
addresses are unreliable. Constable Lane will make every

effort to deliver the missibes with dispatch.

Of the many rumours concerning the present whereabouts of
Bill Miner, the story that he is at present concealed
somewhere of Nicomen Island is finding the most credence

with the authorities. More attention i1s being given to this

part of the country then to any other and unless Miner again
changes his address without loss of time, his capture is

bound to follow.

George DesRochers, a french farmer living at Nicomen,
yesterday informed the News that he had given Miner, or at
least a man whom he identified as a notorious desparado, a
meal on Sunday morning. Mr. DeRochers had lived at Nicomen
for over thirty years, and is over seventy years of age, and
appears to be the last man in the world to concoct a bullcon
yarn. This is his story: "On Sunday morning I was working

in the barn near my place when an old man appeared and asked
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me whether I had seen a brown horse with four white feet
passing this way. He said that the horse had strayed away
from the camp early Saturday afternoon, and he had been
following it since four o'clock that morning. He appeared
to be very tired, and asked whether he could have a meal, as
he had had nothing to eat all day. I told my wife to give
him something to eat, and he sat down and disposed of enough
food to satisfy three ordinary men. He got away with five
cups of coffee, a whole loaf of bread, nearly three pounds
of cold meat, and half the Jjar of preserves. He told me
before commencing the meal that he had no money on him but
that the camp at which he was working would soon be coming
within a short distance of my house, and he would pay me
then. I said it would be alright, after disposing of the
meal, the man started away in the direction of the bridge,
having first asked me a number of questions concerning the

lay of the land. I had my doubts as to the man at the time,

and while I was watching him he went off in a different
direction from what he had said he intended going. I
figured out at the time that I had been entertaining a
tramp. He had close cropped hair and was dressed in dark
clothes. He wore a soft felt hat. On Sunday afternoon I
received a copy of the Daily News and on seeing the picture

of Miner, I immediately recognized him as the man who had
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_called at my place in the morning. A few hours later, Con-
stable Lane called upon me and I told him about Miner's
visit. He had other pictures of the convict and I
recognized them immediately. The description of the man I
had fed tallies in every way with the published description
of Bill Miner. Constable Lane is hot on the trail of the

fugitives and expects to catch him within a short time."

Several other people in that vicinity report seeing Miner

around Nicomen, and all of them are positive that they have

made no mistake.
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On AUGUST 21, 1907 Inspector Dawson who was on a tour of
Inspection at Dorchester Penitentiliary was ordered to report

to the B.C. Penitentiary and conduct an investigation into

the escape of the four convicts.

On AUGUST 22nd, 1907 Acting Warden Bourke wrote the

Inspector of Penitentiaries in Ottawa:
Sir:

Continuing my report of the 12th instance I beg to say that
I have but little information about the escape of the con-
victs since my last report. McClusky's socks, with his

number, 142, on them and two prison caps were found on

Westham Island by the Provincial Police. Having no further

particulars regarding these articles I cannot form an opi-
nion as to whether they were placed there to mislead us or
were cast away by the convicts themselves. I kept up the
search until the 19th when considering further search in
this locality useless, I resumed the regular work. In view
of the long continued search made by our own men, of the
active assistance given by the Provincial Police, and of the
widespread publicity given by the press, it is remarkedly
strange that we have nothing positive about them since they

were seen near the Glen Bridge by the Slater boys Jjust after



crossing the rear fence. The only conclusion I can come to
is that the convicts were aided in getting away. I have had
officers at the following points, Pitt River Bridge, Port
Moody, Steveston, Eburne, Ladner and Point Roberts, besides
using the gaoline boat to visit points on the river. I am
pleased to say that, in my opinion, the officers discharged
their duty in the search as faithfully as they could, for
they all felt, as I felt myself, that a severe blow was

struck at the discipline and reputation of the prison.
I have the honour to be sir, your obedient servant.

D.D. Bourke

Acting Warden
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The following is a report by Instructor James Doyle to D.D.

Bourke, Acting Warden:

Sir:
Bub €H 1967
I beg to report at 3:05 p.m.Aconvicts number 5 Edwards, 114

Woods, 137 Clark, and 142 McClusky made their escape from
the Brickyard by digging a hole under the fence. At 3
o'clock I saw all four convicts and at about 3:05 or 06 I
missed them from their place of work, on investigating I
found a hole under the fence, I asked the lookout guard
McNeil for the keys to gate to leading to back fields, I
followed chase and found ladder on back fence. On the out-
side of the outer fence, I met two Slater boys who told me
the convicts had crossed about four or five minutes ahead of
me. Guard Walsh, Devine and Sampson joined me at about 4:00
o'clock and we remained searching the Glen between the 6th
and 10th Avenue lst and Cumberland Streets until 9:30 a.m.
of the 9th. At 4:00 p.m. on the 9th with Guard Devine took
electric car to Central Park and walked to Vancouver making
inquiries along the way as far as False Creek Great Northern
Railroad crossing returning to prison about 9:00 o'clcok
A.m. on the 10th. At 4:00 o'clcok p.m. on the 10th with
Guard Devine on Powell Street and Hastings Road remaining

all night, returning to prison on 9:00 a.m. _on the 1llth. At



529

538Q

3:00 o'clock p.m. on the 1l1th left the prison with Guard
Devine walked to the head of Burnaby Lake and remained all
night at a small side station. On the morning of the 12th
started through Burnaby for Barnette inquiring at the camps
- reached Barnette at 12:00 noon. Reach Port Moody about
1:30 and walked overr Blue Mountain - reached prison about

6:00 o'clock p.m. finding no trace of missing convicts.

On the 13th at 6:20 with Guard McLure left prison by C.P.R.
for Westminster junction. Left junction about 7:00 p.m.
walked to Benson's ranch reached there about 11:00 p.m.
remained until daylight. On the morning of the l4th walked
over to Oliver's ranch on Pitt Meadows, returned by way of
Alderson's ranch reached Benson's at 12:00 noon, started for
Pitt River Bridge to inquire of Keeper Patchell if he had
any news of escaped convicts, returned by Hyere's ranch
remained there all night, arrived at the prison at 9:30 a.m.
on the 15th. At 6:00 p.m. on the 16th left prison with
Guard McLure for 10th Avenue and Cumberland Street remained
all night. Returned to prison at 6:00 a.m. on the 17th. On
the 17th at 6:00 p.m. left prison for 10th Avenue and
Cumberland Street remained all night returned to prison at

4:00 a.m. on the 18th. Found no trace of escaped convicts.
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Sir, I am your obedient servant.

James Doyle

Instructor
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The following is the report of W.A. Patchell, Keeper.

AUGUST 19th, 1907

TO: D.D. Bourke
Acting Warden

Sir:

With reference to my movements re search for escaped con-
victs. I beg to state that when the alarm bell was rung I
was engaged in unloading wood from scow at Penitentiary
wharf. I immediately hurried my men to the prison and after
the convicts were locked up was sent with a number of offi-
cers to search the bush at the rear of the Penitentiary
reserve. Officers G. McKenize, Doyle, Sampson, Walsh and
Devine were already there, we made a thorough search back as
far as Throne Road and also north of Cumberland Street but
could find no trace of the fugitives, returned to the prison
about 6:30 p.m. for orders. I was instructed by the Acting
Warden to place all the officers, that were then available,
to the north and west of Sapperton to try and prevent the
convicts getting away in that direction. I placed two men
on 10th avenue between Cumberland and lst Street, two where
Cumberland Street crossed Thorne Road and two more when

Thorne Road joins Columbia Street, then accompanied by guard
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Smyth I went to the Brunette Sawmills and got the night
watchman to remove the oars and oarlocks from all boats near
the mills, afterwards we took up a position for the night
were the C.P. Railway crossed Brunette River. The next
morning about 5:30 a.m. Officer Doyle, Devine and McLure and
I accompanied the gentleman from Vancouver who had brought
over a bloodhound to try and track the fugitives. But after
two hours of wandering through the bush the hound got sulky
and refused to work so the search in that direction was
abandoned. Friday about 5:30 p.m. Instructor Coutts, Guard
Camerson and I drove to the north arm bridge making
inquiries along the way, on this bridge we took up a posi-

tion for the night the next morning we returned to the pri-

Sone.

On Saturday afternoon Instructor Disney, Coutts, Imlah and
G. McKenzie, Guard McLure and I went down to Eburne on the
government Launch. Here I got information that two men who
had answered to the description of Woods and Clark had
breakfast that morning near Magee Station, and had after-
wards taken the road in the direction of Point Grey. We
proceeded in the Lauch to the Indian Reservation at the
mouth of the north arm where we made inquiries and warned

the Indians about keeping watch over their boats, we also

~
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called at a Salmon Cannery on the way down where the foreman
promised to remove the oars and rowlocks from twenty-five or
thirty boats that were laying there and also said he would
put on a watchman for the night. We then returned to the
Eburne Bridge and remained there all night returning to the

prison about 11:00 o'clock Sunday morning.

On Sunday afternoon was sent with Guard McLure in the direc-
tion of Point Grey, we made enquiries along the road, went
to the Indian Reservation again and also a logging camp
close by we could get no clue, remained on the road all
night in the morning crossed over to English Bay made
enquiries among the numerous fishermen that are scattered
along the beach between Point Grey and Vancouver, returned

to the prison at 2:00 p.m. Monday.

Monday night was sent with Instructor McKenzie beynd the
Asylum Farm where the Pitt River Road crosses the C.P.R. In
the morning we drove out the Blue Mountain Road to near Port
Moody returning home by North Road. Tuesday night was sent
with Guard Devine to Pitt River Bridge to relileve Guards
Atkins and Henderson. Remained there watching the bridge
night and day until called in at 1:00 a.m. Thursday by the
Acting Warden. On Friday afternoon with six other officers

we searched the cattle sheds in the exhibition grounds also
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the water tanks in the back field, piggery and ravine and
barns on the prison grounds. On Friday and Saturday nights
was stationed where the B.W.&Y. Railway cross the Pitt River

Road. This finished the search which I regret to say was

without success.

I am sir, your obedient servant.

Keeper W.A. Patchell

Every officer involved in the search was required to turn in

a report.

George McKenzie in his report said "Up to now out of

seventy-two hours I only had six hours rest."

The two foregoing reports will show what was expected of a

Penitentiary Officer in 1907.

AUGUST 23, Acting Warden D.D. Bourke writes the Inspector of
Penitentiaries a further report on the escape of the four
convicts, and in the letter he says "I beg to thank you for
allowing me to discontinue work on Wright Island as directed

by your telegram of this date. I am now relieved of very

much uneasiness.

We have some wood there and as soon as I get that wood down

we shall abandon the camp." R
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On SEPTEMBER 4th, a letter to Douglas Stewart, Inspector of

Penitentiaries, Ottawa from G.W. Dawson.

Dear Mr. Stewart:

I arrived here yesterday at 2:00 a.m. Since then I have
been going over the mass of correspondence, newspaper and
other reports, and listening to the long statements of the

Deputy Warden as to how the convicts got away. I hope to

begin my formal investigation tomorrow, and as soon as

possible there after I shall send in my report.

Mr. Dawson's report to Mr. Stewart dated September 16th,

contains the following paragraph:

Mr. Bourke was warned on the 1lst of July by Mr. Reverend
A.D.E. Owen not to give Miner too much liberty.
Nevertheless he transferred him from the shoe shop to the
brickyard because he though he was breaking down and he
wished to give him a change and his feet were blistered and
swollen. The surgeon did not know that his feet were sore
the hospital overseer had not been treating him for sore
feet. Mr. Bourke felt sorry for Miner who was getting old
and was sick he treated him as well as he could. I enclose

a letter from Mr. Bourke in which he intimates that he
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desires to retire from the service if his retiring allowance

can be arranged.

I recommend that he be retired and granted such allowances as

may be lawful.

Yours faitfully,

G.W. Dawson

Apparently Acting Warden D.D. Bourke retired from the ser-

vice and Guard lMcNeil was not reinstated.

Correspondence regarding the escape of these four convicts
was sent back and forth between New Westminster and Ottawa
as late as December 31st, 1909, by this time Warden J.C.
Brown was Warden of the B.C. Penitentiary, and from this
correspondence it would appear that Clark had been picked up
in the United States and that the Provincial Government were
pressing for Clark's extradition. A reward of $500.00 has
been offered for the recapture of Bill Miner, but he was
never returned to British Columbia. Bill Miner died on

Tuesday, September 2nd, 1913 in Milledgeville, Georgia.

Following is a thumbnail sketch on the 1life of Bill Miner
taken from one of the local papers sometime in 1909 and I

quote: "I believe that if everything were known concerning

~



538Y

the explolits of Billy Miner, the noted highwayman for whom
the police of two countries searched unsuccessfully for some
years, and who was only recently captured in Canada after an
exiting chase, participated in by the Northwest Mounted
Police, Provincial Police, local detectives, railroad
employees and Indians, it would be seen that he had
established a record of crime and daring never before
parellelled, and perhaps never again will be, in the
history of that branch of crime on this continent. But suf-

ficient is known of his doings to make a readable story.

Miner who had been known by many aliases, was born in
Western Canada only a little better than 50 years ago, and
adopted the profession of a road agent very early in life.
In fact, he had scarcely celebrated his twenty-first birth-
day ere he was undergoing an imprisonment at San Quentin,
California, for taking part in a stage robbery in that sec-
tion of the country. Released from jail in the spring of
1880, he journeyed to Denver, Colorado, where he became

acquainted with Bill Leroy, one of the most daring of the

Rockey Mountain Highwaymen.

Together the pair did all the principle towns of Colorado,
and early in the month of November 1880 held up the Del

Norte Stage, securing $3,600.00 in gold coin for their

537
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trouble. Leroy was soon afterward captured and hanged, not
for the Del Norte robbery in particular, but for a large
number of previous misdeeds of a similar nature. Miner

however, got safely away with all the booty.

Miner next turned up in Chicago where he purchased several
sults of fashionable clothes. A few days later he arrived

in the town of Onondaga, Michigan.

Possessing naturally an easy, graceful carriage, Miner or as
he has now styled himself W.A. Morgan with his Chicago cut-
clothes made himself a consplcuous object amongst the good
people of the town. He proclaimed to all that he was a
California capitalist, and that he was the owner of great
blocks of houses in Sacremento and San Francisco, was the
possessor of rich gold mines without number and that he was
in the East for the purpose of winding up an Estate of which
he was the sole surviving heir. He was a great favourite
with the ladies, one young lady who had become dazed at his
dashing manner and immense wealth, became engaged to marry

him and deemed herself most especially favoured.

It was during the latter part of February 1881, that he told
as many confiding friends that it was necessary for him to

return to California immediately; his aged monther was in

~
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feeble health, and he was anxious to see her again before se
passed to The Great Beyond. On the eve of his departing the
prominent towns people gave him a banquet at which the mayor
presided, and Billy was the hero of the hour. Bidding his
betrothed a tearful and affectionate goodbye W.A. Morgan of
California journeyed again to Denver. In Denver the raiment
that had played such a conspicuous part in the recent social
season was sold to a second hand dealer, and with the money
this secured Miner purchased a Winchester rifle, two pistols
and a knife. Together with Jones, Miner started for the Rio
Grande and Saguache Counties on a pillaging expedition. In
the latter part of March 1881 they again stopped the Del
Norte Stage, but the booty they secured paid them poorly for
the risk they had run. Stealing two horses near the Del
Norte they fled north closely pursued by Lou Armstrong,
Sheriff of Rio Grande Country. They abandoned their horses
near the town of Sagauche and crossed the mountain range on
foot through Marshall's Pass into Gunnison County, where

they went to work for a week or two on the Denver and Rio

Grande Railroad.

About the 1lst of May they quit work and again started on a
pillaging expedition, taking with them a green gawk of a

fellow named James East. Going back over Marshall's Pass to
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Sagauche they stole a horse and robbed a store. Near Villa
Grove they stole two more horses and outfits and a fourth

horse and saddle within a mile of Sagauche.

By this time the country was well roused. W.A. Bronaugh,
Sheriff of Sagauche County accompanied James Goodven started
in pursuit, following them through the foothills in the
direction of Del Norte. After a tedious search lasting fur
days the robbers were seen about dusk, riding leisurely
across thelr bridge about forty miles from Del Norte. They

were armed but were finally covered by the officer's rifles

and captured.

Bronaugh and Goodven tied the three prisoners with baling
wire and putting them on a freight wagon started for Del
Norte the same evening. They were compelled to camp at a
place called Wagon Wheel Gap for the night. Bronaugh and
Goodven were so completely exhausted that they fell into a

deep sleep about 11:00 o'clock, leaving the teamster in

charge of the three prisoners.

About 1:00 a.m. the officers were aroused by loud cries of
the teamster. Springing from thelr bed they were startled
by the sharp report of a bullet. They shot and broke

Goodven's arm.

540
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Bronaugh at one realized that Miner and Jones had succeeded
in untying themselves, and with a pistol that had been
overlooked in the search, were making a desperate attempt to
escape. The second shot broke the Sheriff's right arm at
the shoulder, and the third and fourth shots struck Goodven

in the left arm, completely disabling him.

The two desparados then dashed away in the darkness and were
Seen no more. East, who had been unable to untie the cords
that bound him did not escape. He was convicted of horse
stealing and sentenced to five years in the Colorado Peni-
tentiary. On November 7th, 1881 four highwaymen were
secreted behind a huge oak tree. The stage from Senora came
tolling up the hill, the fur men with masked faces appeared
on the road each armed with a shotgun. The leader of the
quartet cried out "halt," the order was instantly obeyed.
Then taking up a commanding position on the hillside he gave
these orders. '"Number 1 stand in front of the horses,
number 2 take care of the passengers, number 3 take the
sledge hammer and break open the iron box insisde the
coach." The heavy blows fell upon the box and in a few
moments the spring gave way. The 1id flew open and

$3,200.00 in gold coin was placed in the hands of the

leader.
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One of the passengers had hidden a sack containing $500.00
in gold dust under one of the seats in the stage but this
was not overlooked. The leader of the highwaymen when the
work was finished ordered the passengers to get into the
stage, and consume more than ten minutes. This is one of
the most successful holdups ever committed in California.
Not an article was left behind that would in any way lead to

the discovery of the perpetrators of the affair.

Miner when captured pleaded guilty and received twenty-five

years in prison.

In 1901 Miner was released from San Quentin and immediately
begain work at his old profession. His exploits in Western
Canada since then are too well known to need elaborating on
here. Suffice to say that Bill Miner is now safe between
the locks and bolts and bars for holding up the Canadian
Pacific Train near Kamloops, British Columbia. That he will
never agaln have another opportunity of ordering a stage
drive to halt, or to throw down the box, and that express
passengers and train hands may ply their calling without the
slightest apprehension that Miner may one day hold a pistol

at their head and demand that they turn the property under

thelr charge over to him.
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One Pinkerton man had not heard of Miner's escape from the
Penitentiary, and expressed surprise that so well known a

criminal should be at large without the fact coming to his

attention.

This is the end of ‘the Billy Miner story.
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BILL MINER IS IN MORE TROUBLE

Bill Miner, who in polite society is known as George W,
Edwards, is in further trouble. When he made his exit from
the Dominion Government Penitentiary in 1907 without even
stopping to say goodbye he left without paying his
Solicitor's fees and this oversight is now causing him further
trouble. Some admirer, whose name is unknown, has deposited
some one hundred and fifty or two hundred dollars to his
credit at the Dominion Treasury at Ottawa, but as Rill is
not taking a trip in foreign parts he has neglected to call
and get his money. Unless he gets busy right away before
next Monday and secures the money, or else enters an
appearance at the Registrar's 0ffice in thig city, he stands

a pretty good show of losing this amount which will go to

1,

reimburse the lawyer who defended him the last time he came

A

up for itrisl.

At County Court last week Adsm S. Johnston, acting for
W. Norman Bole, K.C., made application before Judge
for the right to serve Miner with Notice of his premeditated

action by means cof Notice posted in the Registrar's Office

9]

in New Westminster. He explained that Miner, or Edwards
as he 1s known to the Courts, was in perts unknown and hsagd

neglected to settle a little sccount of some five hundred

. < " I¥; 1
dollars before leavirg. It appears that ©,p, Macintyre,

of Kamloops, who defended Miner ang his two pals, Louis,
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Colquhoun and William Dunn, alias John Grell, at their t
in 1906, was never paid for his services. The account mounted
to five hundred dollars but these gentry had evidently

slogged a closely acquainted with the inside of eXpress cars
ard other money repositories that they thought the bill hardly
worth bothering about. Colquhoun and Dunn are still the

guests of Warden Brown, but Miner is abseni.

After considering the matter Judge Howay gave leave to sign

up Judgment within eight days unless Miner enters an
appearance and to sieze the monies in the Treasury placed

b

to his credit. The eight days are up next Monday and the

iy

-
1

officials at the Registry Office are discussing the chances

[N

of B

-

11 Miner strolling in some morning this week to enter
an appearance in the case. It would be rather unigue in the
history of New Westminster for the Registrar Cambridge to
have to affix the necessary stamps together with a signature
and the Court Seal while the muzzle of a revolver was within

a few feet of his hesd.

Cn December 8th, 1909, an article stating in connection with
the Judgment of the New Vestminster Court awardine W. Norman
Bole, K.C. on behalf of Mr. Macintyre, of Kamloops, who
defended Bill Miner, the train robber, five hundred dollars
and twenty-eight dollars and eight-five cents costs it is
said here that all the Department of Justicg holds in trust
belonging to Miner is one hundred and forty-nine dollars and

ten cents and some valuables.
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Légal opinion is that money and valuables taken from the
convicts are held until the prisoner is released. Such

money cannot be taken to pay such claims as that of

Mr. Bole. Miner was sentenced to life imprisonment and

in the natural course of events his relations would be

given his money and his gold watch at his death.
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) The Columbian
August 22nd, 1907
SIX CONVICTS ESCAPE IN TWO WEEKS

Desperate guards give frantic but futile chase.

Eighteen guards dispatched with instructions to capture
quarry at all cost. Convicts disappear as mysteriously

as did Bill Miner two weeks ago. Two more convicts from

the Penitentiary have been added to the quartette including
Bill Miner, who made such a sensational escape about ten
days ago. Last night at nine o'clock Louie Kelly, sentenced
to two and one half years for robbery, and William Brewer,
made their escape from the wood cutting gang stationed at
Wright Island in the middle of Pitt Lake, about thirty

miles from New Westminster.

The men were sc crafty in making their escape that they
effectually cut off any means of communication with the
Penitentiary by taking the homing pigeons that are kept
there with them. By this means the news of the escape
reaching the Penitentiary was delayed until this morning
and Deputy Warden Bourke again sent his guards out on the
trails to watch for the missing fugitives. They however,
have had such a long start that it woulgd have been
impossible for them, with hargd work, to have reached the
mouth of the river and conceal themselves among the
encampments of Indians situated around Steveston where the

Indians have stationed themselves during the fishing season.
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In this manner they may elude capture much in the same
manner as Miner and the men who escaped with him.
Warden Bourke, however, has prepared for that and launches
have been sent both up and down the river to see if any
trace can be found of the boat in which the Indians made
their escape. It was a small beat but capable of carrying
the two Indians as far down the river as they would care
to go. No word has reached the Deputy from the Patrol
boats who were watching the river last hight that any
boat passed them going down the stream as if in a hurry.
This is rather remarkable as the night was illuminated
partially at times by a moon which shone through the clouds
and gave a fair light. Ten convicts were stationed at
Wright's Island and have been during this season for <+he
purpose of cutting wood for the Penitentiary. The only
boat attached to the establishment is kept padlocked to a
small wharf which has been built by the convicts to aid in
loading the cord wood on the scows for transportation. The
regular retiring time of the convicts while on this duty at
Wright Island is 9:15 p.m. and it was not until nearly

this time that the two men were missed.

Rushing to the bank of the river guards Thompson and
Sullivan found that the padlock securing the boat was
broken and the boat with the oars, which had been lying in

one of the houses nearby, had also been taken. The officers
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immediately made a thorough search of the Island and the river

in the immediate vicinity but could find no trace of the

On going to the homing pigeon coop where a couple of dozen
birds are kept for the purpose of communicating with the
Penitentiary, they found that the whole coop, including the
birds, had been stolen and carried away by the fugitives.
This effectually frustrated any attempt of the guards to
communicate with the Penitentiary and place those officials
on the watch. The officers were also marooned with a bunch
of eight convicts without any communication with the shore
and the assurance that people might not come to the Island
for days. Cuard Thompson thought of a raft and climbed
into the water about ten o'clock last night and constructed
a rough raft large enough to carry himself and three other
convicts, and dint of hard work managed to paddle the rough
craft to Patterson's lumber camp, about two miles and a
half above Wright Island. They had some difficulty in
routing out the lumbermen as it was after two o'clock when
they landed at the camp and the lumbermen were not sure of
the identity of the men. Howcver the sight of Guard
Thompson's uniform, although beraggled, muddy and soaked,

convinced them and they decided to allow the guard to have

the boat.

He started down the river in the night with the convicts with

him working at full speed. On several occasions he bumped
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into logs and sticks, but fortunately did not have any
mishap. It was after ten o'clock this morning when the
weary convicts climbed out of the boat in Sapperton and

were marched up to the Penitentiary when Cuard Thompson
made his report of the escape. He stated that the men
practically had the freedom of the Island, as it was thought
that escape was impossible. They had evidentally hidden one
of the axes during the day and managed to break the padlock
securing the boat without any noise, because the officers
had only been a short way from the wharf when the Indians

must have made their escape.

Upon hearing the story Deputy Warden Rourke sent guards out
to the different points where the Indians would be likely
to go. Both men are well acquainted with both the bush and
the lower Fraser and that of the upper country where they

were sentenced.

Up ®til noon today no word had been received at the
Penitentiary of any person seeing the escaping criminals.
The Provincial and the City Police have been warned to use
all endeavours to locate the Indians, who it is expected

will go to some settlement and lie up for some weeks.
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October 7th, 1907.
DOORS OF PEN ARE WIDE OPEN

At the Fall Assizes, which opened here this morning at
eleven o'clock, Justice Morrison presided. The first

case which was called was that of the Crown vs. George
Stone, a convict serving a five year sentence in the
Westminster Penitentiary, and accused of attempting to
break jail. Stone in giving his own evidence under oath,
made a couple of rather startling admissions regarding his

opinion of the matter in which the convicts were guarded.

Guard Patchell, in giving his evidence stated that he
observed the accused looking strangely at one corner of
the cell. Upon being asked what he was doing, he replied,
"oh, nothing". Later in the morning when the convicts

were at service Guard Patchell made an investigation of the
cell and discovered three bricks loosened. The operation
having been concealed by a towel which hung in the corner.
He considered the prisoner was making a hole in the wall

to connect with the ventilator which would lead to the

roof from which the man would then in some manner make his

escape.

Asked if he wanted to tell his side of the story the

convict was escorted to the witness stand, and upon oath
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stated that he was only making a hiding place for tobacco
and other little things which prisoners are in the habit

of making out of horse hair, etc. He spoke as if it was
quite a matter of course for prisoners to have tobacco and
hiding places for it. Stating that he had made them before,
in fact there was another one of the same nature in the
prison, which he had wished to show to the Inspector, who
declined to see it, "He didn't seem to want to see it" said

Stone.

When asked by some of the Jury if he considered it possible
to escape by cutting through the wall, he said it wasn't

worth the trouble, as there were lots of opportunity to

escape from the outside whenever they wanted to. He referred

to the ones who went away a short while ago, evidentally

meaning Miner and his crowd, and stated that all the convicts

knew the plans of the escape long before the men went.
Throughout his story he seemed to give the impression that
it was only a matter of accommodation on the part of the

convicts to stay there at all.

The Jury turned in a verdict of not guilty. Inspector
Dawson throughout the trial occupied a seat in the body of

the courtroom, keenly taking in the evidence.

553



617

The Columbian

October 10th, 1907
LIEUTENANT COLONEL J.C. WHYTE SUCCUMBS AFTER LCONG ILINESS,

Surrounded by members of his family, Lieutenant Colonel
J.C. Whyte, Warden of the British Columbia Penitentiary
and Commanding Officer of the Sixth Regiment succumbed to
a long and painful illness at his home on Columbia Street

at nine o'clock yesterday evening.

The causes which led up to the death of the late Lieutenant
Colonel John Connal Whyte, had their beginning in the month
of February last, when the deceased showed symptoms of =z

malady which was at the time pronounced to be inflammatory

rheumatism, but was later discovered to be tuberculosis.

Born on August 2nd, 1861, Lieutenant Colcnel Whyte was a
native of Sterling, Scotland, and the son of Robert and

Jean Connal, both of Sterling. In 1863 the family moved to
Canada *taking up the residence at Ottawa where the late
Warden was educated, distinquishing himself in several
branches of his studies while attending the Ottawa Collegiate

Institute.,

In 1896 he assumed eharge of the B.C. Penitentiary, the last

eleven years of his useful career being marked by the
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impatial and conscientious manner in which he discharged
his duty to his country and the unfortunates under his care.
He was also Honourable Vice-President of the National

American Pricon Congress.

Colonel Whyte was laid to rest on October 11th, 1907,

with full Military Honours and to the accompaniment of the
solemn Dead March, played by the Military Band of Vancouver.
The body of the late Lieutenant Colonel J.C. Whyte, Warden
of the B.Ce. Penitentiary, carried on the shoulders of
twelve Penitentiary Officers was slowly borne to his last
resting place in the Church of England Cemetery this

afternoon.

After a private service held in the house for the benefit

of relations and near friends of the family, following

which the public service was held, at the conclusion of which
the open casket, containing the remains of the late Warden,
was raised upon the shoulders of the attending guards, the
Regiment formed up and to the mournful notes of the Dead
March and the muffled beat of the drum the said procession

started on its way.

Vancouver and New Westminster Companies of the Duke of

Connaughts Own Rifles assisted at the ceremony.
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October 16th, 1907,
DEPUTY WARDEN BOURKE RESIGNS

A few weeks ago Deputy Warden Eourke, of the R.C.
Penitentiary, forwarded his resignation which has been
accepted. His action he says was not prompted by any fear
but censure would attach to him beyond what might attach
to anyone in charge of the prison at the time of the
escapes, and, therefore, in that sense responsible.

Other considerations influenced him.

He joined the service on the 23rd of July, 1886, having
been appointed Hospital Overseer at Manitoba Penitentiary,
by the late Sir John Thompson. On the 13th of Cctober,
1892, he was promoted to the position of Deputy Warden by
the same Minister. On the 12th of August, 1895, he was
transferred to B.C. Penitentiary by Sir Charles Tupper,
then Minister of Justice. Mr. Rourke says that he objected
very strongly to being sent here as successor to Mr. Fitz-
simmons, but he had to obey orders. He was given to under-
stand, however by the Inspector, that it was intended to
advance his interest later on, but the advancement, he says,

has not materialized in the direction expected.

He left Nova Scotia for Manitoba in May 1884 and taught

school there until his appointment to the Penitentiary service.
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October 17th, 1907,

ENFORCING GREATER DISCIPLINE.

Since the Inspector of Penitentiaries G.W. Dawson sat

in the Court House a couple of weeks ago and listened
to convict George Stone make admissions regarding the
easy manner in which convicts received and secreted
tobacco and other odds and ends, the cords of discipline
have been considerably tightened. Convicts are now
searched going out and coming in to the Institution,

and several other inovations of a like nature have been

instituted.
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October 21st, 1907
CONVICTS FOILED BY BRAVE GUARD

Armed with a heavy stone hammer George Stone and another
convict named Walker, made a murderous attack on Guard
Emlah in a desperate attempt to make their escape from the

Penitentiary Saturday afternoon.

Among a gang of fourteen men in charge of Officer J. Emlah,
Stone and Walker had been working all afternoon on the
masonery in connection with the new shops now in process of
construction at the Penitentiary. About four o'clock Stone
and Walker were ordered inside of the new building to
complete the concrete work around a pump which was being
installed, and having finished the work informed the guard

who was in charge.

Guard Emlah entered the building and after a cursory glance
stooped down to closer examine the work, when the convict
Stone seizing a heavy hammer which lay at hand dealt the

officer a crushing blow on the back of the head.

Half dazed the officer swung around to face his assailant,
when another blow from the murderous weaponr stretched him

on the ground.

~

Quick as a flash the convicts sprang at the prostrate Emlah

to secure the revolver which lay in his hip pocket when the

558
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officer, with heroic effort staggered to his feet and grappled
with Stone, wrenching the hammer from his grasp, and hurling
it at the other conviect, who with a heavy piece of

scantling had joined into the fray.

Emlah, while fighting for his life managed to shout for
help, his cries being heard by Acting Deputy Warden F. Stewart,

who was entering the prison building at the time.

Realizing that something unusual was happening, Stewart
rushed to the rescue, and arrived at the scene of the
conflict just as the conviets, who by this time, had broken
loose from Emlah, and were boundimgup the stairs carrying

a long ladder between them.

The convicts, probably rattled by the turn events were taking,
managed to stick the ladder at a turn in the stairs, and
hastily abandoning their one means of scaling the fence,
closely bounded up the remaining stairs, closely pursued

by Acting Deputy Stewart, who by this time had jerked his

gun from his pocket and opened fire on the fleeing men.

The convicts, however, disregarding the flying bullets and

the Deputy's call to halt.

Reaching the end of a large open space upstairs, the fugitives
Jumped through an open window and by means of a temporary
scaffold which was being used in the construction of the

wall, managed to strike the ground, and continued their race
for freedom in the direction of the brick yards, whare in

the gathering darkness they evidentally hoped to evade
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immediate capture.

Almost at the same instant that the convicts reached the
ground the Acting Deputy arrived at the window, and without
a moments hesitation followed the convicts down the scaffold,
turning loose again with his six shooter, as soon as he

reached the ground.

As the brickyard was neared the officer was drawing closer
to the conviets, and Stone realizirg the game was up
dropped to his knees, and with an oath shouted to Walker,
"throw up your hands you fool", at the same time holding

his own high a%sve his head.

Coming up to the convicts Stewart ranged them in single
file and with their hands still above their heads herded

them back to the prison at the point of his gun.

The guard, John Emlah, who was the victim of the murderous
assault, was immediately attended to by the prison doctor
under whose care he is at present. While suffering from
severe bruises it is probable that Emlah will endeavour

to return to duty as soon as possible.
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November 4th, 1907.

DEPUTY WARDEN'S TENURE CLOSES

Saturday night which marked the closing of D.P. Bourke‘'s
long term as Deputy Warden of the Penitentiary was

fittingly commenurated by the presentation of a handsome
gold chain and locket to the retiring officer, the gift,

a token of esteem from the guards of the Institution.

Mr. Bourke replied thanking the officers very sincerely

for the gifts, but more especially for the expressions of
friendship which accompanied it. He was glad to learn that
his usefullness as & Public Servant was appreciated by those
who knew him best. He referred to the peculiar nature of
the service saying that he knew of no other service unless
it be the management of the unfortunate insane in which
there was such necessity for men of stirling character as

in the Penitentiary Service. He thought when a man arrived
at the end of his career whether official or final, nothing
could give him so much pleasure as to look back and be

able to say "I have done my duty faithfully and fearlessly"”.
Again expressing his thanks he shook hands with every

officer present and bade them all an affectionate farewell.



562

622
The Columbian

November 26th, 1907,
PENITENTIARY WARDEN

The report to the effect that J.C. Brown, of this city,
had been appointed Warden of the B.C. Penitentiary, was
confirmed today in the following telegram dated Ottawa,

November 25th, and addressed to J.C. Brown, New Westminster,
"Order for your appointment passed in Council Saturday",

This would be November 23rd. The news has just been

received that J.C. Brown, who is in Victoria, is unaware
of his appointment, and will probetly riot lesrn the news
before to-morrow as he leaves Victorisa tonight for this

city.
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November 30th, 1907,

NEW PENITENTIARY WARDEN IS SWORN IN

In the presence of Inspector Dawson and the asgsembled
officers and guards, J.C. Brown the new Warden of the

B.C. Penitentiary, was formally sworn in yvesterday and
entered on his new duties this morning. At the closing of
the priscon yesterday evening the officers ang guards in
charge of Inspector Dawson agsembled in the guard room, and
Mr. Brown having tazken the oath of office, Mr. Dawson in s
short speech personally introduced each officer to the new
Warden, commenting very highly on the efficiency ang
willingness of the guards of the Institution, and expressed
his deep sense of obligation to the men for their prompt
attention to duty, and their readiness to assist in sl1l
matters appertaining to the discipline of the Institution,

since he had been in charge.

Inspector Dawson will remain for a few weeks longer to
assist Mr. Brown in familiarizing himself with the running
of the Penitentiary, following which he will return to the
east. No Deputy Warden has been appointed yet but this
matter is expected to be attended to in the course of a few

days.
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December 6th, 1907,
DEPUTY WARDEN APPOINTED

Hospital Overseer W.H., Carrol was yesterday appointed

Deputy Warden of the B.C. Penitentiary. Vice D.D. Bourke
who resigned sometime ago. The installation of the new
Deputy was conducted by Inspector Dawson and Warden

JeCes Brown in the presence of the guards, following tthe
closing of the prison last night. Mr. Carrol has been an
employee of the B.C. Penitentiary for twenty years ang
prior to that has an henourable record for service in the
N.W.M. Police, having taken an active part in the operations

against Riel during the Northwest Rebellion,

More appointments were announced on December 7th, 1907,
following the appointment of WeH. Carrol to the post of
Deputy Warden of the Penitentiary, Keeper F. Stewart who has
been Acting Deputy for the past few months was last night
installed in the position of Hospital Overseer. Guard

W. Walsh was also appointed Keever. Mr. Stewart first
entered the Penitentiary service in 1885 while Mr. Walsh's
appointment as a guard dates from 1896, 0On December 16th,
1907, the Columbizan announced the new Penitentiary work-
shops which have been in course of construction during the
summer are now practically complete and the convict trades-

men are expected to move in before long. At the present the
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heating system is being installed and Penitentiary teams
in charge of Officer Dynes were busy unloading a car of
pipes and steam fittings at the C.P.R. depot this morning

to be used in the building.
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December 26th, 1907,
PENITENTIARY CELEBRATTONS

Yesterday being Christmas day the prisoners at the
Penitentiary did not perform the ususl rounds of duty,
but following the church services which took place in the
morning had a holiday for the rest of the day. Several
specials such as mince pies, etc., were served with the

regular dinner in honour of the occasion.
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April 1lth, 1908,
ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPR

One of the Penitentiary convicts serving a ten year
sentence, concocted a clever scheme to make his escape
yesterday afternoon, which was however, frustrated.
Having carefully removed sufficient bricks from a large
pile in the brick yard, the convict conceazaled himself
unknown to the guard, his absence not being notices until
closing-up time, when a general search was instituted.
After some time spent in searching the grounds Officer

Doyle finally located the man in the brick pile.
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April 21st, 1908.

FOR WRIGHT ISLAND

About fifteen Penitentiary convicts left this morning for
Wright Island, Pitt ILake, where they will put in the
summer getting out cord wood and quarrying rock., The
convict detachment was in charge of Guards Doyle, Twedell
and McGrenera. They expect to complete their duties on

Wright Island by the lst of September.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BRITISH COLUMBIA PENITENTIARY, SAPPERTON, B.C.

APRIL 22, 1908 - J. C. BROWN, WARDEN

Sirs:

I have the honour to submit my first Annual Report as Warden of this Penitentiary.
The detailed statements and Officers reports which I transmit herewith contain
full information as to the number and condition and employment of convicts and
summary of statements of the years transactions. In all departments of our work
except bricks and construction which will be dealt with in the general report by

the architect.

Number of prisoners received at this Penitentiary during the year increased the
average of the last nine years by 38, and in the greatest number received in

any of those years by 25.

Our books show that all accounts against the Penitentiary have been certified for
payment and all amounts due to the Penitentiary have been collected. The good
fortune which I enjoyed in having Inspector Dawson with me for some days after

I took charge five months ago has been continued and confirmed by ready and
efficient aid I have received in the discharge of my duties from every member

of the staff of whom I am able to speak in terms of praise.

i
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May 27th, 1908

JAIL BIRDS CONVICTED.

George Stone and Frederick Walker, conviects of the
Penitentiary, were convicted by the Jury this afternoon
of the charge of wounding guard Emlah last October,

with intent to do him grievious bodily harm, and his
Lordship, Chief Justice Hunter, sentenced Stone to

serve seven years and Walker to six years in the
Penitentiary, these terms to be added to the term of five

years and three years respectfully which the men are now

serving.
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DESSAGE ¥ 0L WRICHT ISLAND TO PRNI ITENTTARY
VIA PIGEON / HMay £7th, 1908,

;}’C w’}.*‘\,f ;,J,f» } Qe & \Wytmgt%ﬂéw wgﬁ A
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PIGEON DourATCH4L FROM "GOOSE"™ OR "WRIGHT® LISLAND
4T 3:55 1 M. ON MAY 27TH, 1908 AND AR REIVED A 1)
PUNITuNTIARY AT 9:00 AWM., MaY 28TH, 1908,
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CONVICTS BREAK AWAY FROM PENAL COLONY

Sometime yesterday or early this morning a break for liverty
was made by the convicts in the Penitentiary Island Colony
at Pitt Lake and at present Warden J.C. Brown, of the Penal
Institution, with a posse of guards is scouring the
mountainous territory about the lake by the men who took
french leave. How many managed to make their getaway is

not known at present, but it was learned from well informed
outside sources this afternoon that some of the conviets

had seized a favourable opportunity and were enjoying new

found liberty.

Curiously enough the officials at the Penitentiary had not
been warned to look out for the runaways, asg is shown by
the following conversation carried on over the phone today

between Deputy Warden Carrol and the Columbian,

Question: Could you give us the particulars of the
break-away at the Pitt Lake Colony?

Deputy Warden: Don't know anything about it,

Question: But there was a break up there was *here not?

Deputy Warden: Don't know. Haven't heard anything,

Question: But the Warden went up this morning with some
guards, did he not?

Deputy Warden: Yes, he's up there now.
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Question: Did you receive a report by carrier pigeon
of a break for liberty by the convicts?
Deputy Warden: No haven't heard anything. The Warden's up

there now. I guess there's nothing in it

anyway.

However, from another and better informed source it was
learned that this morning a carrier pigeon arrived at the
Penitentiary with a report of trouble at the Pitt Lake
Colony, by several convicts had broken loose. Warden Brown
immediately collected g posse of guards and hastened to the
scene by boat, and he is there now, with the guards. It
would seem that the present was a very opportune time for
an attempt such as occurred at Pitt Lake today, as several
guards of the Penitentiary were off duty attending the
Assizes, where three prisoners were being tried for similar
offences of attempted jail break. This left the staff short-

handed, and no doubt, the convicts st the lake, ever on the

&1

look-out for opportunities, and ever ready to improve those
opportunities when theycome along, saw their chance and

acted upon it.

Some months ago two convicts managed to make good their
escape from the Wright Island Colony, then the precious
quartet, including the notorious Bill Miner, vanished into
thin air, while later the Indian Patsy walked away, but

was later returned.
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In the light of this list of getaways, the remark made
yesterday by His Lordship Chief Justice Hunter, when
sentencing Stone and Walker, the two convicts who attacked
Guard Imlah in an attempt to regain their liberty, is more
than passing interest. In this connection the Chief Justice
said that the B.C. Penitentiary was unsuitable for men of
dangerous character, and he thought it would be desirable

to remove them to some other Penal Institution in the

Dominion where conditions were more satisfactory.
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June 1lth, 1908
CHASING DEER IN A STEAMER

A party of New Westminster people while navigating Pitt

Lake yesterday on a pleasure Jaunt in Captain Croll's boat,
The Clive, had the exiting experience of catching two deer

in the water and landing them unharmed. The animals a buck
and doe, are now in safe custody in the menagarie at the
Penitentiary. The boat was steaming along about in the
middle of the lake when the deer were sighted some distance
ahead, swimming side by side in the direction of the nearest
shore. Captain Croll gave chase under full steam and when
they caught up with the fugitives, a small boat was lowered
and a couple of men headed for the buck, which they succeeded
in tying down after a hard struggle. Byt the time the fighting
buck was heaved, well shackled, on to the steamer, the doe
was about a mile away heading towards shore. She was entirely
played out and winded, however, and the steamer easily caught
up to her and for a time it seemed that she would drown from
sheer fatigue, but the small boat was lowered in time and she
was safely taken on board. Captain Croll and Bryce Brown
made the captures. The captain said that he never saw two
deer together in the water before, although he had captured
over a dozen by running them down in his beat. Mr. C.q.
Major, who was one of the party, is of the opinion that the

buck is about eight years old.
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ADDITION TO THE R.(C. PENITENTIARY
Two residential properties in Sapperton known as the

J«0« Coulthard and the 0'Reilly properties have been
acquired by the Dominion Government and will be addeqd

to the E.C, Penitentiary Holdings. The addition of

these grounds will give the Penitentiary authorities =
clear sweep right down to Columbia Street from the end

of the Asylum Property to Cumberland Street, Warden

Je«Cs Brown said this afternoon that no plans had yet been
made for extending the wall +to take in the newly

acquired pieces, but he was of the opinion that earlier
steps would be taken to clear away the plece of woodegd
land included in the 0'Reilly estate, which flanks the
Penitentiary grounds on the southeast side, and which
has, because of the density, slways afforded a poseible

cte. It was the intention of

[

avenue cof escape for conv
the Government +o utilize the Coulthard house for some

esidence for +he Deputy Warden.

ct
e
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p

> as a

~

The Coulthar

-

} property was sold sometime ago to

HMrs. W. Normsn Bole and the Government acquired the property
from lrs. Bole for the sum of Eight Thousand Dollars. The
price paid for the 0'Reilly property was Six Thousand Five

Hundred Dollars,
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Editorial.:
THE DEATH PENALTY
It is not long since gz facetious gentleman remarked tha+
when Radcliffe, the Public Executioner, died, hanging in
Canada would have to be abolished, No one else would take
the job., 1t would be generally supposeq that in this ers
of humane sentiments ang legislation the revolt ip public
sentiment woulg be so great ang univereaeal that manking, go
far as thig country ig concerned, would be at one with
doing away with the extreme penalty. BRut a Sheriff who
had charge orf the convicted murderer not many yeesrs ago,
remarked that a gort of a Crazeprevailed within his
Jurisdiction for the position of the man'sg eXecutioner,
He otserved that none of the aspirants knew anything about

the details of their office, but, tha+ Seemed the onlvy
y

qualification lacking,

However gruesome gnd repugnant the ides of putting a manifest
murderer out of this worlg Seems to men of broad humanity,
experiments of other countries do not tear out their
Suppcsition that the putting of men t¢ death by the state
does not diminigh murder. When the punishment administereg
are inordinarily Severe for +the offence, the gseverity of

the law defeats the purpose, But a meeting of their doom
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to convicted murderers, in the public practise, the rule
that it has not been of advantage to a government to

abrogate is a rule of l1ife for a life,

In France the death penalty was practically abolished some
years ago by permission of the Nationzl Legislator to the
President to exercise his perogative of commutation to life
imprisonment. It was found that crimes of violence then
increased at an alarming rate and a few days ago the
punishment of the guillotine was restored in the case of
four especially atrocious criminals. This was a tactic
mission by the government but the time was not mature for

on

(0]

f the use of the guillotine. The

pete

complete suspens
decapitation of these persons was witnessed by a mob of
criminals, while they were being led out +o slaughter ang
who gave forth exclamations of delight when the heads fell
into the basket. This demonstration is not 4o be regarded
80 much as a manifestation of gsavagery as of popular

satisfaction that the act of justice to notorious criminals,
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The Columbian
February 24th, 1909
ESCAPE OF TWOC CONVICTS
Using a pipe wrench to pry off a barrier from the bakery
window, through which they scampered, two convicts
Alfred Skelton and John Labourdette, broke away from the
Penitentiary shortly after six o'clock this morning and
have not yet been recaptured. The escape happened with
the first morning stir about the Penitentiary, while all
the other convicts were still in their cells and before
the Day Guard arrived. Night Guard Glem was still in

charge.

It was customary for the Night Guard to unlock Labourdette
and another baker at six o'clock and send them down to the

Bake Shop to commence work.

While letting him out he pulls back a long bar which
double locks the whole row of cells, but of course the
convicts are still secured with individual padlocks and these

have %0 be opened singly with keys,

Night Guard Glem through back the bar this morning and at
three minutes after six o'clock, turned the key of
Labourdette's cell and sent him down to the basement of the
bakery, he then went along the corridor to the other side

of the wing to let out another baker, who also went downstairs



633 A
to work. Twelve minutes later a guard entered the BRakery
énd found Labourdette absent. The broken bar and the pipe
wrench lying on the floor told the story. The other baker
who did not take advantage of the opportunity to escape,
said that another convict had gone out with Labourdette
and on investigation it was found that Skelton who had
occupied a cell near Labourdette's had destroyed the lock

on his cell and disappeared.
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much or too little"., The strongest gtatement I have made so far
ig contained in this letter in spesking of the fglge ocath =t
Por obviocus ressons I have not mentioned the

-

name and therefore it maybe thought I have said

LA

too much or

too 1little". If required I am vrevared to go before a committee

-t
D
wm

In thirty minu

criminal unworthy of citizenship in a free country.
n J



March 10th, 1909 ' The Columbian

CONVICT CLARK COMES BACK

Convict Clark, the fugitive from the British Columbia
Penitentiary, who was captured in Mount Vernon, about two
weeks ago and has since been fighting extradition, returned
across the Border today in charge of Penitentiary and
Provincizl Government officials and is now safely in the
toils once more. He steadily affirmed that he would never
willingly return to the Canadian side, but he gradually
weakened until yesterday he informed Sheriff Stevenson of
Mount Vernon, that he would do whatevar his brother advised
in the matter. The Sheriff in company with Deputy Warden
Carrol, drove out to Burlington, where the convict's brother
resides, and induced him to use his influence with the
prisoner to get him back across the line. The brother agreed
that it would be the better course and so advised the convict
by long distance telephone. This morning Clark asked for

a barber and after undergoing tonsorial application he
announced his readiness to come back to British Columbisa.

4
U

Accompanying the prisoner to New Westminster were Assistan

[

Superintendent Murray, of the Provincial Police, Deputy
Warden Carrol, of the Penitentiary, Sheriff Stephenson of
Nznaimo, and Sheriff Stevenson, Mount Vernon.

Clark is still mum regarding the particulars of his escape
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634 A
from the Penitentiary in August 1907, with Miner, Woods, and
McCluskey. Superintendent Murray questioned him today on

that point and replied that he had nothing to say.
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635
April 1lst, 1909 The Columbian

OPIUM LAW EFFECTIVE

The new opium law, which was passed by Parliament last year,
came into force today. It is now illegal to import into
~or prepare smoking opium in Canada though the drugs may be

imported for medical purposes.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BRITISH COLUMBIA PENITENTIARY, APRIL 1, 1909

J. C. BROWN - WARDEN

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report with statistical and other state-
ments from the different departments of the B.C. Penitentiary. In my report
last year I noted the increase in prison population and been larger than any
other year since this Penitentiary was opened and I expressed a fear that the
rate of increase would rise rather than fall. I am sorry to that the anticip-
ation was realized, the increase last year exceeded that of any other year by
twenty five and this year shows an increase of twenty seven over last year in
the number of prisoners received. This rapid increase with the corresponding
increase in the percentage of manpower normally classed as criminals has made
the management of the Penitentiary more difficulit than what it would otherwise
have been, as the improvements designed to bfing the prison into proper condit-
ion for the safekeeping of the class referred to are not yet advanced to the

point of efficiency.

Fair progress has been made in the work. The new industrial building partially
occupied at the time that my last report was completed before the fall rains set
in so that during the winter we were able to demolish the old wooden buildings
which were a constant menace to the safety of the prison and we were also able

to make a start upon the building of the enclosing wall which when completed will
make escapes difficult. A number of attempted escépes were made during the year
andone of these was successful. The escaping convict still being at large. On
the other hand two convicts who escaped in 1907 have been recaptured. Once out-
side the walls the convict has many chances of making good his escape and the
knowledge of this among the prisoners, together with the fact, that the formation
of the ground is such that each of our sentries sees only a small part of the
enclosing wall is a standing invitation to convicts to attempt to escape. Two

convicts committed suicide during the year. One was a chronic invalid of weak
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mind and despondent temper, in the other case no cause could be assigned.

There is a paragraph in Warden Irvin's report last year which I quote. " I
would respectfully suggest that some change be made in the prisoners sentence
by the court to be flogged. I feel convinced that to serve the purpose for
which it was imposed it should be administered as soon as possible after sent-
ence has been passed and at the nearest common jail to the place to where the
crime was committed, and not in the Penitentiary a long time after the prisoners
incarceration by Officers unfamiliar with the facts surrounding the case." I
would like to express my hearty concurrence in the suggestion and to add to it
my own opinion that a flogging if it is to be used as a deterent should be at
least as public as the death sentence, and further to point out, the policy of
compelling an Officer to incur the special personal emity of the criminal with

whom he must come into daily contact for years.

In conclusion may I bear testimony tothe good work done in aiding and counseling
discharged prisoners by staff Captain Collier who was in charge of the department

of the work of the Salvation Army in Vancouver.

Albert Edward Bert was the Protestant Chaplin and E. Lambot was the Roman

Catholic Chaplin,

A. B. Alyesworth was appointed 15 November 1910.
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BOURKE SUED FOR LIBEL

A.D. McIntyre, of Kamloops, has commenced proceedings
against Ex-Warden D. Bourke of the New Westminster
Penitentiary for Libel, charging that on or about the
third day of March last Mr. Bourke unlawfully and maliciously
published a defamatory 1ibel in the Columbian newspaper.
The article objected to by Mr. McIntyre was one of the
letters published or said to have been published by Mr.
Bourke with a purpose of throwing some light on the escape
of Bill Miner and other convicts from the Penitentiary in
1907. Mr. McIntyre was the legal representative of Bill
Miner at his last trail in Kamloops. W.N. Carty, of the
Columbian, hsas been summoned as a witness, and the

preliminary hearing will be held on Thursday morning.

Mr., Bourke will be served with the Writ today.

Bourke made a formal apology and the Libel Suit was dropped.
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LIVELY OCCURRENCES AT THE PENITENTIARY

Convict Ryan of the Penitentiary risked his life yesterday
for a chew of tobacco and did not even get the tobacco.

With a gang of convict workmen he was labouring near
Columbia Street clearing brush from the government land,
when he saw a pedestrian walking along, and rushed over
towards him to ask for some tobacco. He had not proceeded
many feet before an erratic guard sent a rifle ball whizzing
after him. The bullet tore its way through his trousers
hugging his anatomy uncomfortasbly close. Ryan immesdiately

returned to work.

The foregoing is a version of the incident which has been
received in a roundabout course. Warden Brown, of the
Penitentiary, was asked to confirm it but he referred to
the rules of the Institution, which, he claimed, forbade
any member of the staff reporting Penitentiary incidents
outside. Warden Brown this morning was also questioned
concerning the suspension of Guards Doyle and Saunders but
with a similar result. The Warden would not talk. It is
presumed, however, that these men were held responsible for
the escape of convict Mullen of the Penitentiary a few days
ago. Doyle was in charge of the gang, including Mullen,

which was working on the erection of the Penitentiary barn.
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The convict merely carried a ladder from the barn, raised
it against the wall and climbed over. It is understood that

a fuller investigation will be held later.

i
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SIX MONTHS ARE ADDED

Conviect J.W. Clark, who escaped from the B,C. Penitentiary

in company with Bill Miner and two others in August, 1907,
appeared before Judge Howay this morning for trial and was
sentenced to serve six months additional for escaping from
lawful custody. The prisoner wsnt into the box and told his
own story, readily admitting that he had escaped, but pleaded
not guilty to the charge of breaking out by force or viclence,
a crime which carries a penalty of seven years. He said

that he had not beenconsulted by Miner or the other two

men regarding the plan of eZcape. He had merely noticed the
hole under the wall and had embraced the opportunity. It

was only after getting past the first wall that he learned

of the escape of the others. An interesting feature of
Clark's story was his statement that he had made his way to
Vancouver in company with Miner after the escape and that

they were met there by Woods and McCluskey.

James Doyle explained what he knew of the escape:

Miner was repairing brick pellets, McCluskey operating a
mixing machine, Clark wheeling brick and Woods also on the
job. The men were engaged in the drying house and had some
trouble about piling the brick and he had gone over to show

them how to proceed. Both Miner and Clark he noticed were
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working when he started for the brick racks and on his
return not more than three minutes later both men were
absent. After looking about he found a hole under the
wall, and after rounding up his men, discovered four men
had escaped, namely Clark, Miner, Woods and McCluskey. He
had not seen any of them again except Clark and he only
after his recapture. The Judge said the prisoner did not
impress him as being a bad man. He had got into bad company
and was not passed redemption. In view of the fact that the
authorities had not been put to any trouble to repossess
themselves of the prisoner from the American side he would
make the sentence light. Clark seemed pleased with the

result,
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WILL ENLARGE PENITENTIARY

Inspector Dawson, of Penitentiaries, was at the British
Columbia Institution this morning. Interviewed by a
Columbian reporter he said that the present Penitentiary

was about taxed to its capacity with its two hundred and
twelve inmates. Provision was being made in one of the out-

buildings to build sixty-six cells. He thought that this

-t

would serve until another wing was btuilt. A bilg wall was
being constructed for further security for the place was now
mest insecure. The sight alsc was most unsultable for that
kind of an Institution. No cther service rendereé by the
Crown was more arduous than Penitentiary Management. He
cited the case of the Deputy Warden of Edmonton who was

a wonderfully genial man, kind to the convicts, yet cne of
them, without the least provocation killed him on the spot.

Inspector Dawson then took the reporter through part of the

2 1

Institution and showed the various improvements

jde

n course of

construction.

¥r. Dawscn, of course, depreated all the tax made on the
government and officials in regard to the escape of Pill Miner,
vut admitted that Miner was helped from the outside. The

only point left out of the investigation was the visit of

o

Bullick. When asked if he was going to make an investigatio:

into the recent escapes, he said he acted only when irregularities

were apparent.
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ACCIDENT AT THE PENITENTIARY

Guard William Walsh was struck on the head by a revolving
arm on the brick making machine at the Penitentiary this
morning. The wound was dressed by the Penitentiary Surgeon,
Dr. Smith, and Walsh was removed to his home where he is

doing nicely.

Guard Walsh was acting as Instructor for a gang of convicts
engaged in making brick in the Penitentiary yard. The clay
appeared tc be clogged in the machine and Walsh looked in to
see if it required cleaning. He did not remove his head
gsocn enough and the revolving arm +that throws the lever hit
him just above the temple, inflicting a nasty, though not
serious scalp wound. As there were guards on the wslls
overlooking the spot the convicts did not attempt to cause

any trouble.

Walsh went at once to the Penitentiary office where he
reported the sccident. Dr. Smith dressed his wound and he
was removed to his home in Penitentiary Row. When seen by
a Columbian reporter at his home Mr. Walsh was lying in bed
with hiz head bandaged. He stated that the injury was only

slight and that he expected to be out again in a few days.

601
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BIG FIRE AT PENITENTIARY

A serious fire broke ocut at the B.C. Penitentiary last

602

evening which might have resulted in considerable destruction

of property had it not been for the prompt and efficient
action of the city fire department under the charge of Fire
Chief Watson. As it was the carpenter and paint shops were
destroyed and the other buildings were slightly damaged by
smoke and water. It is estimated that the damage will

approximate ten thousand dollars.

It is claimed that a considerable delay occurred in sending
in an alarm to the fire department, which resulted in the
flames gaining great headway before any organized effort
was made to check them. About ten twenty o'clock central
rang up number one fire hall and asked if they had heard
anything of a fire in the Penitentiary. The man in charge
at the hall replied that no notification had been received
of it. He at once rang up the Sapperton hall and the fire-
man in charge there stated that no repert had yet been
received on any fire at the Penitentiary, but that they
could see a very bright glow in that direction. t was not

until sometime had elapsed that the alarm was received.

The Sapperton brigade and the outfit from number one hall

then gallopped out to the spot. When they arrived they

found the upper part of the carpenter shop blazing furiously,
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flames pouring out every window. There is only one hydrant
in that vicinity and in a short time two streamg of water
were playing on the fire, which had by this time gained

great headway.

The fire was located in the central part of the Penitentiary
workshop and had evidentally started in the carpenter and
paint shops. On the east side & dead wall separated the
burning building from the recently completed temporary

cells which were not yet occupied and prevented the blaze
from spreading in this direction. To the west the firemen
mounted a winding stair and after a hard fight stopped the

flames from spreading to the tailor and shoe shops.

How the fire started is a mystery which will probably remsin
unsolved. There is large quantities of oils, turpentine,
paint and waste lying in the building and the theory is
advanced by the Penitentiary Officials that the hot afternoon
sun and an open window caused spontaneous combustion. The
feature of the affair is that fact that one of the convicts
was the first to notice the fire. He told the night watchman,

who gave a general slarn.

When the flames got in the paint, o0il and waste then burned
fiercely and the roof was destroyed. The firemen were able
to check the blazin time to save the machine shop below
and the shops on either side of the carpentar shop. The

walls remain standing and all who saw the fire commend the
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the fire brigade for stopping so fierce a fire. The two
hundred and fourteen convicts at the Penitentiary were very

much exited, but were not in any danger.
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CONVICTS WILL STAND TRIAL

Two convicts from the Penitentiary Walker and Clark, appeared
in the Police Court this morning charged with being out of
legal custody on June 1llth last. Warden Brown, Instructor
Imlah and Guards Exley and Walsh gave some interesting
evidence, showing some details of the inner workings at the

Penitentiary.

According to one witness, Walker had secured his short saw
from the carpenter shop, at noon hour, or a few minutes to

1,

it, he zot out of his cell and when seen by one of the guards
was sawing the bars of one of the prison windows. The other
conviect Clark, had also got out of his cell and when seen

waz crouching on the outside of it.

Lo 11

The supposition of how the prisoners had got out of the cells

2ms that

m

was told by Warden Brown and other witnesses. It s

9,

the prisoners are supplied with a stick about three feet
in length which they use to call the attention of the guards
by scraping on the bare of the cell doors. When the officer

locks a tier of cells he has to walk to the end of the row.

t

From Walker's cell to where the officer walked is about forty
feet., While his back was turned to the prisoner, taking the
stick, manipulated it so that he threw the mechanism, which
locked his cell out of gear. That this can be done was

tegtified by Warden Brown, who said that he had discovered

the fact himself some six months ago and had given orders
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that the defect should be remedied. There is a slight
projection built passed the cell doors so that the prisoners
cannot communicate with each other. Owing to this the guard

had not observed that Walker's cell was not locked.

It was claimed that had the prisoners been counted before
the tier was locked it was not likely that the door would
have remained unlocked. The system of locking in this part
of the Penitentiary has been in vogue since the new wing

was opened.

When discoversd out of his cell Walker had sawn about three
quarters of the way through a bar about seven eicghths of an

Clark wee standing outside of his cell.

(
et
o
®»
w
62}

inch in thic¢

e

Clark is one of the convicts who figured in the Rill M

iner
escapade getting away for nineteen months and was discovered

in Mount Vernon, Washington.,
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ON VISIT TC THE PENITENTIARY

The Penitentiary at New Westminszter is now closely looked
after by the Department of Justice at Ottawa. Some months
ago Inspector Dawson came out here and remained for over a
week looking into the management. Early in August the
Dominion Parole Officer Archibald came along and he too
spent a week here interviewing the prisoners and looking

up cases wnere Parole was justified. Another Inspector

in the person of Douglas Stewart arrived at the Penitentiary

yesterday and he to is examining into the condition of affairs.

Is there any significance in the fact that there have besn

so many inspections of this Penitentiary during the past

two months, gqueried a Columbian reporter of Inspector Stewart
yesterday. None whatever replied Mr. Stewart, I do not do
much of the actual working of inspecting Penitentiaries for

I am n

B

w engaged with the business of the Department at

Ottawa and leaving the actual inspection largely to Mr. Dawson,
However, as I was out here at the coast I felt I should not
let this chance go by to see the Peniteantiary. I will also
inspect the Penitentiaries at Edmonton and Stony Mountain on
my way east. Inspector Stewart had just returned from

Seattle with his wife and daughfer where he attended the

American Prison Reform Congress.
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Asked about the escapes from Canadian Penitentiaries during
the past year Mr. Stewart stated that there were not many
considering the large number of convicts. In this connection
Warden Brown, of the New Westminster Penitentiary, referred
to the escape of a convict from the New Westminster
Penitentiary last March., It appears that this convict, who
has not been recaptured, escaped by cutting one of the steel
bars in the windows and bending the others. Warden Brown
had given the guards exclusive instructions toc watch this
man closely. They were all engaged in watching another
outlet. It seems that whoever had the bars put in haad
allowed an inferior gquality of steel to be substituted.
As the bars run the full of the window they are found to

bend easily.

Warden Brown sald that this grave defect is now being remedied.
The Warden has now two hundred and ten guests, one having

been allowed his freedom this morning on completing his term.
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1,

have once zgain to call attention to the high

I regret to

percentage of convicts under twenty-one years of age. Cut

of Penitentiary environments for juvenile offenders fosfers

the hope that something may be sveedily done ftowards the
solution of this vrotle

2, Lambot, C.K.I., Roman Catholic Chaplain, says that the number
of convicts e red on the Catholic Chapleinfe regisfter on

year only eight white men were practical cetholics, having
recelved cocmmunio uring the vear preceding incarceration.

Cne hundred 2nd fifty white men were in orison, twelve Indians,
nine Indisn helf-breseds, five Coloured and twenty-twe
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PENITENTIARY SHORTHANDED

The New Westminster Penitentiary is shorthanded at the
present time there being no less than five men absent,
One of the o0ld employees is away on a holiday trip

and four others are i1l with La Grippe. Those who are
suffering from the changeable weather are the Deputy
Warden, the Farm Instructor and two Guards. In
consequence much of the work that requires heavy guarding

has been abandoned for the present.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B. C.PENITENTIARY: APRIL 30, 1910 - J. C. BROWN - WARDEN

In contrast with the large increase in prison population noted in my reports

for last year and the year before the slight addition to the closing figures

of last year shown by this report, 209 as against 204 is cause for congradulations.
It is true that a large number of discharges in the closing days of the year

is unusually large and also during the year we discharged 27 more than the
previous year, but the number received during the year was 17 less than 1908-
1909. This is more noteworthy because there is a considerable increase in the
population of the province and is I think mainly due to the demand for unskilled
labour has been large during the whole year. Urgency in railway and municipal
work inducing contractors to keep their men employed through out the winter.

A considerable percentage of the prisoners received during the period of about
fifteen months which was the close of the fiscal year 1908-1909, were young men
who being strangers in the country, destitute and unable to obtain work have
resorted to theft. The imprisonment of these was shortened under the parole
system and I am glad to say that many of them now give fair promise of becoming

useful citizens.

The readiness, of the Penitentiary Chaplins and the Salvation Army, to help in
obtaining work for all discharged prisoners who show a desire to help themselves

has contributed gratifying results.

One prisoner died during the year. He contacted pneumonia and died after a few
days illness. One man was transferred to the Industrial School and a man turned

out to have been insane when admitted was returned to the Provincial authorities.

Ten prisoners were deported during the year. .

The disaster in the piggery has of course inflated the wrong side of our farm

account which is further reduced by the fact that two years supply of chemical
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fertilizer - 1909-1910-1911, was purchased during the fiscal year covered by

the report.

Discipline has been well maintained, not withstanding the rumber of changes in
the Police Staff due to the fact that more remunerative employment is easily

obtained.

Several attempts to escape but these were stopped in the initial stages. One

of the men who escaped from Wright Island in 1907 returned voluntary in Feb-

ruary to serve out his term.

Last summer we were compelled to slaughter the whole herd of our swine. Hog
cholera having broken out among them. The loss was the more unfortunate as pork
has gone up greatly in price., The piggery has recently been restocked and it

is hoped that it will supply the prison to the close of the current year.

Respectfully submitted

John C. Brown

Warden
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INTERNATIONAL PRISON CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRISON ASSOCIATION

An International Prison Conference of the International Prison Association

at Washington D.C. September 28, to October 8, 1910. The International Prison
Congress has apparently been in operation since 1872. The first being held
in Stockholm, Rome, St. Petersburgh, Paris, Brussels, Budapest, and the eight

in Washington.

The Congress were held on the official invitation of the governments of the

countrys in which these cities were capitals. The government of Great Britain
extended an invitation to the congress to hold its next meeting in London. By
the unanimous vote of the congress the invitation was accepted and accordingly

the next congress will be held in London in 1915,
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CUT DOCR LIFE FOR PRISCNERS:

ENLARGEMENT UNDERWAY AT THR LOCAL PENITENTIARY.

"A prisoner enjoying a measure of freedom is less liable to
attempt escape than one denied it', according to psychologists,
said Dominion Inspector Dawson, of Ottawa, who is on an annaul
tour of inspection of the prisoners and Penitentisries of the

country.

"It is my own opinion that it is risky to give any opportunity

at all to prisoners to escape®.

These remarks were occasioned by a reference to new measures
being taken at the central prison, Toronto, which is conducted

by the Ontario Government.

In 1901 there were niney-five prisoners in the local

Penitentiary, now there are two hundresd and twenty-one.

The work on the wall, which will enclose five acres of land,
is progressing, it will be done by prison labour. The new

wing will be 230 X 54 feet, and will accomodate two hundred

0]

and forty prisoner

The cells will be fireproof and of standard size. All the work
in connection with their construection with the exception of

the heavy castings, will be performed by the inmates. The
workshops are =o equipped that all brick, cemeﬁt, carpenter,

and machine work will be done by prisoners, the only wood
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used in construction of the new wing will be window frames and
a stool. The additional cells are being prévided on account
of the rapid growth of the country. The brick wall is half
completed &t present and the balance will be finished in
about two years time. On each of the four corners is
stationed a sentry tower, raised to such a height that the
sentinel can see what the prisoners are doing in the yarg
at all times. At present the towers have all been finisghed

and also the wall in the immediate vicinity.



616

October 28th, 1910 The Columbian

THE BENCH ON PRISCN SYSTEM.

A sentence of six months imprisonment upon each of the three
convicts who unsuccessfully attempted to escape from the New
Westminster Penitentiary, was imposed by Mr. Justice Murphy
yesterday at the Assize Court. The significant fact was

that the sentences were made to run concurrently with the time
the prisoners were originally sentenced to serve. This,

1,

following upon the riders to the jury's verdict re commending

the criminals tc mercy on the ground of the ten nptation offered

Lo
1Ladl

}«J-

o

them

o

v the lities for getting away, afforded by the lax
system of the prison administration, and the scathing remarks
from tre bench on the same state of affairs, were festures

on

e

in the trial. MNr. Bole in @ concise and lucid eXposit

gtated the facts he was prepared tec prove to the jury. The

D
(o

priscners, he pointed out, were unattended and he would simply

circumstances and lesve the

Cy

mn

lead evidence as to the fzcte an

s one of the conviects

[N

Jury to draw their own conclusionz. T11

on trial, gave the jury his story.

On July 7th another prisoner had made a dash for freedom, a
shot was fired, he was left unguarded and the gate was open.,
He went through that gate curicus to see what had happened to

B}

the flying convict, whether he had been shot or successful in

his break-away. There wss ncbody in charge of him. He hag
not the slightest intention st first of escaping when he went

through the gates, but when he found himself outeide he reslized
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that he wae free from supervision, he yielded tc the

12

temptation to regain his liberty.

He considered he was not in lawful custody and when outside
the jail he saw no sense in voluntarily going back again.
When a man was doing three vears he was prepared to take

2 chance.

Barnst Dodds, & convict serving a term of three years sought

to cut it short, on August 22nd, 1910, on his own authority.

Guard Bushell ststed that the prisoner on the day in guegtion
was working on the new wall. Fe saw the prisoner and another

a run Tor the fence surrounding the prison. Thevy

Bi

man mekin

o

had a ladder which they placed against the fence with the
evidsnt intention of getting over it, he fired & shot to

g e

give the alarm.

Instructor Imlah deposed the priscner was one of his gang of

empted escape, working on the

I
ct

twenty on the day of the s
new wall., His attention was drswn by a shcout to an attempted
escape by two men at about half past two o'clock. The men
were the priscner and snother conviet. They had a2 ladder
placed against the fence surrounding the prison and appesred

ladder was a hastily

D

to be scrambling to get over. Th
constructed affair, seven or eight feet long, composed of
scantlings with pieces of rope for runsgs. The height of the
fence was about twelve feet. Once they had got over that they

would find themselves in 2 potato field znd would have no

trouble in getting away.
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When he saw them, both men were trying to scale the ladder
at the same time. None of them got up. He could not say
which of the men placed the ladder against the fence, both

men had their hands on it.

The prisoner in his statement denied any knowledge of the
manufacture of the ladder. He slluded to the fact that he
had been heavily ironed for two months and appeared to consider

he was justified in his attempt toc regain his liberty.

tatement the Judge said that, ironed to s weight of

—
o
oy
[
m
9]

forty pounds for two months, he had yielded to temptation.

loss of his good time, five year, was, he thought a
sufficient penalty for this offence. Justice Murohy in
sentencing the prisoners, prefaced the penalys by a few
caustic remarks. Prisoners, he said, were hardly to blame if
they took advaﬁtage of the facilities that seemed to be

given them in New Westminster to escape.

-

The evidence showed that there was considerable laxity in
the prison system and there was strong temptation offered
prisoners to try for liberty. He was going to deal leniently
with them, tsking these circumstances into consideration, but

it must not be taken as a precedent. That sort of thine

must be stopped.
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HOW CHRISTMAS WAS SPENT

Christmas passed quietly in the city and the stranger in
town finding the streets deserted might well have thought
that the feast of the Nativity was not being celebrated in

New Westminster.

But the festival was strictly a home one, and behind the
drawn curtains of hundreds of residences, behind the bars
of the jails and in the cick rooms of the hospitals, the

spirit of peace and goodwill prevailed.

o]

At the B.C. Penitentiary and the Provincial Jazil epecial

t

privileges were granted to the prisoners. At the Dominion
Institution prisoners were not allowed to leave their cells
but were at liberty to read or otherwise amuse themselves

without other restrictions.

At the Jail prisoners were permitted to wander through the

corridors and the exercise yard.

At both places special meals were given; there wss, of course,
no turkey or pudding, but meat and fruit was a2 welcome

variation from regular prison fare.
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BETTER SALARIES FOR PENITENTIARY EMPLOYEES

A matter of much interest to a large number of persons in

New Westminster was brought to the attentiorn of the House of
Commons this afternoon by Mr. J.D, Taylor, who made an earnest
plea for the speedy relief of the employees of the Penitentiary
now on szlaries notoriously insufficient for comfortable

likelihood of themselveg and their families.

The discussion was on a motion for papers which had been
standing in Mr. Taylor's name since early in the session,

but which has stood because Mr. Taylor was advised the depart-
ment might be able to come to some decision as to the course
of action, before the discussion in the house. As will be
geen, however, from Sir Allen Aylesworth's reply, no decision
has been arrived at yet, and he intimates that his colleasgues
in the ministry may not agree with his views of what should

be done. Hansard reports the discussion in this way. (This

m

is taken in vpart)
In the meantime public attention has been directed to the
conditions in the New Westminster Institution. We had a Tew

years ago a report, a most unfair report, from an officiasl at

Ottawa referring to irregularities in that Penitentisary,

and claiming that these showed in-attention, neglect or

(]

perhaps incapacity on the part of the officers, n twithstanding

d

that the officers had petitioned in vain for efficien help,
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and also to have the conditions of those who were employed
made tolerable. We have had the matter brought before the
public in a new and a very formal manner in a report made

by the grand Jury at the city of New Westminster, which report

the attention of the government wss invited te the conditiens

ct

the Penitentlary, and which declared that these conditions

were such as to invite and facilitate the escave of every

prisoner confined in it.

A

s upon the honourable members as

Ao

I am anxious to imp

~
i)
6]

not in the minds

[
9]

forcibly as I can, the fact that there
of the public at New Westminster, any reproach upon the

Penitentiary Officials. The view taken locally of that

the fact that the rate of pay offered by the department for
those in charge tc secure the class of help which they deszire

in order to carry out its work effectively. They find th

(D

0ld hands constantly leaving to asccept more lucrative
employment outside. They find the material availsble +to fill

sts only of persons temporarily out of

[N

the vacancies cons
employment who take that service merely z2s a2 means to obtaining
better positions outside later. The matter of salary is
regulated, I believe, by statute, and therefore, cannot be

so readily adjusted as if the conditions were otherwise.

But I sees in the estimates a move on the part of the Minister
of Inland Revenue to deal with the officials of tha+t department

west of Ontario by providing a special allowance of One

hundred and fity dollars a year for every employee below a
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certain amount. I would suggest that a similar course should
be followed with regard to the New Westminster Penitentiary and
other Institutions, pending a more statutory adjustment
which might well be made in the shape of a general increase

in the salaries of the 0fficiasls of those Institutions.

As everybody 1s aware who knows anything about western life,

the cost of living is higher in the west than in the east.

We also know that men occupying the position, for instance,
of instructors in these Institutions, command, as a2 rule,
very much larger wages outside than asre receiving from the
government. Ien occupying positions similar to those in the
Stony Mountain Institution receive in Manitoba anywhere from
five, six or seven dellars a day, and I understand that these
men are working for the government for something like two

dollars and fifty cents a day.

This, surely, should not be continued and I enter a plea with

the Minister of Justice to consider the influence of these

]

men, taking into consideration at the same time the fact
that they must be men of ability to instruct those who are
placed under their charge and a good deal of force of character

to command the respect of those whom it is their duty to instruct.

Sir Allen Aylesworth states that the Penitentiaries Act passed
in 1905 by that statute, a very considerable increase in

salaries was given. There was an effort to make tha® uniform.
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I think that effort was in the right direction. I should

like to see the salaries uniform. It is difficult to satisfy

the man from Nova Scotia or New Brunswick that his services
in the Penitentiary are not worth just as much as those of
the man in identically the same position as Stony Mountain or

New Westminster,

In respect what is to be done about it, I cannot give any
other answer than to say, and I do say in all sincerity,
that the subject is receiving, and will continue to receive,

the most careful consideration of which I am capable.
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February 16th, 1911 The Columbian

PRISONERS ON CARS

A resolution moved by Reeve Weart and seconded by Mr. Sprott,
was passed unanimously. Drawing the attention of the police
authorities of Vancouver and the Provincial Police to the
desirability of providing a suitable vehicle for the
conveyance of prisoners between New Westminster and Vancouver,
or otherwise than by cars used by the public. The resolution
stated that the practice was "humiliating to all prisoners®,
except those of the most hardened and callous nature, exposes
them to public scrutiny and parades their offences in a
manner repugnant to the dictates of humanity of the twentieth

century.
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March 23rd, 1911 The Columbian

THE PLOT IS FOILED

Owing to the vigilance of Warden J.C. Rrown and his Assistants
at the New Westminster Penitentiary a well 1sid and desperate
plan of nine convicts to escape was hapoily frustrated on

Sunday last.

The men were held at the points of rifles in the hande of the
guards and relieved of their crude weapons and placed in close
confinement. When approached by a reporter of the British

4

Columbian this ning wWarden Brown belittled the whole affair,

:“S

but admitted that he had reasons +o believe that the convicts

were planning an escape and he had nipoped it in the bud.

t

victs concerned in

[
=
]
(@]

that there were

C.b

s understoo

(=0

it

the plot to emulate Bill Miner.

In some manner they had armed themselves with scise sore and

with finely ground points, lesd slings, hammers and other

weapons, without the knowledge of their guards, and were

evidently plannineg to rush at the firet favoursble opportunityv.

On Sunday morning last they wen®t to chapel, as ususl, but

prepared to make the attempt,

Warden Brown had an inkling of what was in the wind, however,

.

and seized the moment when the plot was complete to foil it

As the convicts filed out of the chapel they were met by

levelled rifles in the hands of determined guards and ware

0]

ordered to hold up their hands. The suspected men were
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quickly searched and were placed in close confinement and will

be closely watched in future.

constantly on the aslert for such attempts. Some of the
convicte are slways looking for a chance to take advantage
of the slightest liberty to make & break for freedom. Those

who are found out, of course, loge their gocd conduct time

v

and alsc many privileges accerded for good tehaviocur,
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE B. C. PENITENTIARY - 1911 - J. C. BROWN, WARDEN

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year ended March 31,
1911 together with statistical and other statements. I regret that I again
have to report a large increase in prison population. A year ago I noted a
matter of congradulation that the net increase was only five, this year it
was fity one, Two things seem to be mainly responsible, the first is that in
several of the Sound Cities just across the border, the Police have been more
than unusually active and many bad characters driven from these cities have
found their way into this neighbourhood. The other, the demand for unskilled

labour just past was not nearly so large as in the winter of 1909-1910.

On prisoner died during the year. He had a complication of diseases and I do
not think his life was shortened by imprisonment. Two prisoners who developed
symptoms of insanity were transferred tothe public hospital for the insane where

they still are.

There was one successful escape during the year, an Indian prisoner employed on
the Farm gang and worked outside the walls suceeded in eluding the vigilance of

the guard and has not been recaptured.

There have been fifteen attempts to escape or at least actions on the part of

the convicts that might be viewed in that light, and in eleven cases, the facts
left no room for doubt that escape was comtemplated but in the other cases the
action may have resulted from a mere desire to give trouble or to create a susp-
icion of insanity. The frequency of these attempts is probably due in part to

the fact that the work in making the prison more secure is being pushed forward

as that those men who are never allowed beyond the inner yard feels that everyday
lessens the chance of success of any such attempt. In pdft to the fact that a man
who does suceed, a start of a few minutes outside the fence has a fair chance of
being able to conceal himself and make good his escape. Apart from these attempts

the discipline of the prison, more particular during the Fall and Winter, has been
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very good. The disaster to the piggery noted in my last report has been

retrieved to a certain extend by the success which as attended the branch of

the farm work since restocking a year ago.

I find a total cash expenditure for the purebred stock and for feed and mis-
cellaneous expenses for the year has been $354.25. We received in cash for
young animals sold to neighbouring farms desirous of improving their stock

$68.50.

The piggery has been able to supply the Stewards Department with all the pork
required during the past few months. The cost which if purchased at the average
market price during the period would have been $312.45. This of course takes
no account of the kitchen leavings commonly called swill, which has been the

main part of the food in which, if the pigs had not eaten would have gone to

waste.

The farm department suffered severely from a dry summer. The months of July,
August and September being practically rainless, potatoes particularly were

below average resulting in a loss of over $600.00 by the shortage of the crop.

The rapid increase in prison population has made it necessary for an increase
in the staff, it is difficult to find men physically qualified and otherwise
suitable, willing to take a position on the staff at the present rates of re-
numeration and the temptation to increase the renumeration by illegitimate

means has proved too much for several of the officers during the year. Those

detected in this practice have of course been discharged.

During the summer bricklaying had to be suspended for some two months as a large
percentage of the bricks burned the previous autumn were too soft for use, and
early in the year the old kiln shed was pulled down and a larger one erected.
The material in the old one being used to construct a large wood shed. The
brick dryer was also constructed and improvements made in the arrangements for

bringing in the clay.
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About 2000 feet of four inch pipe thrown out of use by the forced abandonment
of an outlying dam on the stream which runs through the reserve was taken up
and relayed to connect the reservoirs in the back field of the prison. This
gives an additional supply of about 14,000 gallons a day. A system of intermural

telephones has been put in operation and has proved very useful.

In accordance with your decision the shops and brickyard are to be operated in

the future by electric power. The necessary pole line was in course of erection
at the close of the year and the new system will be in operation before this
report reaches you. Practically all the work has been done by the prisoners.

It is confidently anticipated that this system will prove cheaper as it will
certainly be more convenient than the alternative of the installation of new
boilers and a new engine. Extra provisions against fires has been made by putting

in four hydrants and building two hose carts.

The north east corner of the reserve purchased two years ago has been completely

cleared and a wire fence erected around it.

The New Year finds us just ready to break ground for the erection of the East

Wing.

Respectfully submitted,

John C. Brown
Warden
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Surgeon Report

The surgeon reports the value of drugs on hand 31 March 1910 as $296.96

The amount of drugs purchased 1910-1911 - $249.54. Making a total of

$546.53.

Received from medicines supplied officers: $27.85
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From the Annual report of the Inspector of FPenitentiaries,1911

The average daily population of the penitentiaries for the past 5 years,

1906-1907 1433
1907-1908 1418
1908-1909 1625
1909-1910 1824

1910-1911 1834
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12 May 1911

DAILY ORDER #152

Officers in charge of convicts are required to give their whole
attention to their duty. Any Officer found reading or doing any-
thing else which would necessarily distract his attention from his

duty will receive censure or other punishment at the discretion of

the Minister.
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Friday, August 4th, 1911 The Columbian
UNIQUE CUTRAGE

An extraordinary affair, and one probably without parallel in
the history of British Columbiz took place shortly after mid-
night last night in Burnsby when Mr. Charles R. Lege was shot
by a Penitentiary guard in mistake for an escaped convict,
The wounded man was taken to St. Mary's Hospital where his
wound was dressed, and unless complications set in he will

recover,

Mr. Legg is employed as a garener in Burnaby, and last evening
he attended a party. After spending a pleasant evening in
congenial company, lMr. Legg started to walk home shortly after
midnight. When he arrived at the intersection of the Pole Line
Road and Hastings Road he was accosted by two men who asked him
where he was going and if he was in a hurry. Mr. Legg is said
to have told the men that it was none of their business where
he was going, and when one of them called on him to halt he
believed the men were footpads and took to his heels. Guard
Patrick Keenan thereupon fired in the direction of the fleeing
man with a .32 calibre revolver, the bulle+t struck the side-

walk, ricocheted and hit Mr.Llegg in one ankle.

The cries of the wounded man awoke the Ceperly family, living
near where the shooting occurred, and Mr. Lege ran into the
Ceperly home for protection and aid. The guards did not follow
the wounded man, and it was not until the Ceperly motor car was
in front of the house, ready to take Mr. Legg to the hospital

that they made their appearance and that one of them had done
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the shooting. The injured man was taken to St. Mary's hospital,
where his wound was dressed, but it has not yet been ascertained

where the bullet is located.

Chief of Police Townsend was on the scene as soon as possible
after the shooting and obtained the names of the two guards
involved in the affair. They are Patrick Keenan and William

Webb, and it was the former that did the shooting.

What mystifies the people of Burnaby is that the guards should
have mistaken VMr. Legg for an escaped convict, for at the time he
was shot the victim wore a straw hat, fancy white vest and other

apparel in keeping with them, and Mr. Legg is a well dressed man.

As a result of the shooting of Mr. Charles R. Legg of Burnaby,
on Thursday evening, by guard Patrick Keenan, of the Penitentiary,
an investigation will be held before Magistrate Walker at the

Municipal Hall in Burnaby on next Monday morning at ten o'clock.

The investigation will be held regardless of whether or not
Mr. Legg makes a complaint againt the guard, for if Nr. legg
does not do so sometime today, Chief of Police Townsend, of

Burnaby will make a formal complaint.

The wounded man is still at St. Mary's hospital. The bullet
has not yet been located, but Mr. Lege is suffering less pain than

formerly.

Magistrate Walker and Constable Townsend went out to St. Mary's
Hospital to tale Mr. Legg's deposition in connection with

the affair.
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On August 7th, 1911 the British Columbian reports, Guard Patrick
Keénan appeared before Magistrate Walker st Burnaby Police

Court this morning on the charge of shooting Charles R. Legg

on Thursday night. Warden J.C. Brown of the Penitentiary

was present and at his request the case was remanded until
Saturday next, with a promise on the part of the presiding
Magistrate of a further adjournment if necessary, in order

that Mr. Brown might receive advice from Ottawa as to the asction

to be pursued by him in the matter.

October 24th, 1911 +the British Columbian reports, Guard Patrick
Keenan, the Penitentiary guard who shot Charles Iegg, in
mistake for an escaped convict, was acquitted in the County
Court this morning of unlawful wounding. Judge Lampman, who
presided in the absence of Judge Howay in Victoria, held tha+
the essence of a criminal charge of this nature was intent,

and as shown by the evidence it was clear that Keenan had

only fired to frighten Legg into halting, the bullet however
glancing from the sidewalk. Nr. W.F. Hansford, for the
Prosecution argued that Keenan must show that he had sufficient
grounds for suspecting the wounded man to be an escaped convict,
but the Judge held that Keenan had had no opportunity of
ascertaining that the man who he had shot was not the man he

sought.

In these circumstances he held Keenan was justified in attempt-
ing to halt him so that he might have an opbortunity of
satisfying himself that Legg was not the escaped prisoner.

That this attempt had ended so disasterously for the innocent

man was purely accidental,
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August 8th, 1911 The Columbian
THE PEN IS MODERN
The new wing at the Penitentiary will be built with all
possible speed and the foundations are at present being
excavated. How long it will be before the work is completed
is a matter of surmise. The Warden, J.C. Brown, explained to
the British Columbian the arrangements that were being made
to handle the increasing number of convicts. At present
there are two hundred and eighty-two convicts in the
Penitentiary or rather, to be accurate, there were yesterday,
for one was to be released last night bringing the number
down to two hundred and eight-one. The present cell capacity
of the Penitentiary is two hundred and ninety-six so it can be
seen the enlargement is required. It is not expected that the
number of convicts will increase during the summer but in the
late fall especially if there should be a lack of demsnd for
unskilled labour, there is little doubt that the capacity over-
taxed. To meet any such contingency the Warden is making
arrangements for temporary increased accommodation pending the
building of the new wing with its two hundred cells. This
winzg will be built of brick, concrete and steel the only wood
being the window sashes and the small fold down table, with
which each cell is fitted. Light and air are two essentials
which modern prison builders humanely insist on. The present
cell accommodation is splendidly lighted and aired but the new
wing will be even better, the windows are being carried the

whole depth of the building to ceiling to flooring., 1In the
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pfesent building there are a few older cells far lighter and
far more roomy than prison cells are generally imagined to be,
but these are being gradually done away with and the cells

at present chiefly in use are larger in width and height,
thoroughly lighted and ventilated. All the work in connection
with the building will be done by convict labour. They dig

the clay and make their own bricks within the Penitentiary
grounds. Many improvements have been made by the Warden during
the four years he has held the office in the way of laying out

grounds and more are planned.

This wag the article in part,
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15 August 1911

DAILY ORDER #491

The Inspectors direct that the following decision and comments of the
Honorable Minister of Justice on the reports of the Warden and Inspectors

re: escape of convicts McCoy, be placed in orders.

Guard Bennet cannot be reinstated.

Guard Smyth should be reprimanded for lack of vigilance and the Deputy
Warden for neglecting to place anyone in charge of the yard. It seems
carelesness almost inexcuseable and scarcely creditable, though discredit-
able enought, that a convict in prison clothing could quietly walk out of
the Penitentiary, in broad daylight, with no one the wiser til the plank

he has used is noticed leaning against the wall.
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August 23rd, 1911 The Columbian

It is 2 pity that the Cttaws “Jovernmen:t has not ssen fit to

b
o+

eal with the Penitentisry emplovees' petition for juestice,
before election day, as in the case of the fishermen who had
been deprived of a portion of their livelihood without proper

2XCcuse.,

These Penifentiary employees are asked to continue to take +he

f those who have

}..20

Governmant on trust, and are told that

past will give the

o
,..’.
<
S
3
ot
-
]

vroved delinguent in their 4

Government another change the linistere will do better,

They have been told thisz in a letter from the Iinister containing
a mis-statement so valable and deliberate thet attention has
only to be called to it to cause reflectiocn on the »nart of

deceive during the course of *he

joN
oy
“t+
O

those interested

campaien, with 5 view to obtain supnort under false pretences,

For several years the Penitentiary emonlovess have heen

netitioning; in the supposition *that earnest sttention was
being given to them in the devartment., Investieation by

lre Taylor, when he mowved for a return, showed that these

oetitions have beesn treated as so much waste paper. Tast fall
a delegation from this city went to Ottawa on other business

and while there made it his business to intercede with the
Minister of Justice for an increase of vay for the

Penitentiary staff, He in turn was led to believe tha+
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something was about to be done; but nothing being heard from
the Minister during nearly two monthe following, Mr. Taylor

made enguiry in the House on the 23rd of January. The

Minister's answer was sympathetic, admitting the justice of

the case and indicating that he would do something soon.

Towards the end of April, having in the meantime made diligent

engquiry with a view to finding out if any progress was being

Cu

made, Mr. Taylor addressed the Minister as follows:

Dear Sir Allen:

V]

I am leaving tonight for New Westminster, there I am sure *o
be asked by some of the Penitentiary employees zg +to the prospect

petition to you. Can you send them any

ct
5
[¢V]
}-‘l
H
o

of success of

encouragement? Thelr position ies pitiasble in the extreme,

The answer of the Minister:

[

Dear Mr. Taylor:

ddressed the House on the subject, the
J

o
@®
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®
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-
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Minister of Inland Revenue had offered provision in the
estimates for special azllowance for employees of his

department in the west.

A member of the House acting on behalf of the St. Vincent
De Paul Penitentiary employees did brepare a new schedule,

to which he endesvoured to secure the support of the department,
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What luck he had, never appeared. During the last spasm
of the proceedings at Ottawa, this member informed Mr. Taylor
that he was still endesvouring to have the Minister bring

in the bill covering his schedule. But the bill was never

introduced.

But the Minister promises now that if his Government is sus-
tained the increase asked for will be made. MNr. Taylor has
no hesitation in saying that if, as he expects, 2 more worthy
Government succeeds to the present-time servers as the result
of the election, the seed he has sewn in urging this matter
on Parliament will have early fruit in the proper re=-

adjustment of the Penitentiary scale.
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October 20th, 1911 The Columbian

MINER IS THANKFUL.

"0ld Bill Miner", the famour train robber, who egcaped from

[
7]

the State Prison Farm at Milledgeville Tuesday and who
still at large, is having fun with the officers of the
Georgia Penitentiary. Over his own signature the highway
man boasts that when he secured a transfer a few weeks

ago from the roads of Newton County to the State Farm, on the
plea that he was seriously ill, he was only carrying out a

plot to escape.

Today the chairman of the Georgia Prison Commission received
a card in "01d Bill's" own handwriting reading:

The letter begins;

I write to thank you for your kindness in putting me at
Milledgeville.

My Dear Sir, do not trust z prisoner no matter how sick
or makes out he is.

Yours truly,

B, Miner,

The card was dated October 17th and bore the pvost mark of the
railroad post office in this State. The Southern Express Co.
and the Southern Railroad have offered large rewards for

old Bill's capture. 014 Bill cached a lot of the money he
secured when he held up the Southern Railway tr&in and it is
believed he has secured the treasure and is headed for the

far North West where he formerly operated.
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he Wardens Report to the Minister of Justice 1911-1912

r: I have ths honour to submit my report for the year ended March

s 912z together with statistical and other statements.

I have again to report a large increase in prison population,at the

close of last year there were two hundred fif ty eight prisonsrs with
itentiary,the end of this year found us with three

nty nins,an increase of seventy one,which is the actuzl nst

r D

the year.The number of insane conviects in the provincial

eived during the year was ones hundred eighty one as
against one hundred fourty five during the previous year,of these
venty seven were received during the four months,November to February

Q

inclusive, Five convicts escaped during the year,two of these got away

rve was due to carelessnes

Trom the provincial asylum to which they had been trancfered and three
0 T the later,ones esc:
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the officer responsible wzs dismissed.

The increase in prison population has made it necessary to provide
further cell accomodation in advance of the completion of the Rast ‘ing,
. .

i fore this report reaches you.
gh the consgtruction of this buildinz,work on
s

gix months znd the close of the

\D

eted except that a nart was twelv
feet

[@F

to remove some fourteen hundre
S

some progress in remodeling the

+

he grounds.

e
o} 0
road approaches and laying out
ence material has been used 1in the const-

A large guantity of the o0ld fen
ructlon of the new building and temporary cells and in building a
temporary kitchen for the convicts therein confined.
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grading of the brickyard some

]
0
3
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In remodeling the road appr he
four thousand cubic feet of earth have been removed,a greater part

being wheeled a considerable distance and used to widen the road along
the bank of the "Glen"

The whole upper floor of the administration building has been thrown

open into one room which is now the Chapel,the o0ld Chapel being much

too small for the congregation.

Disipline has been fairly well maintained,the number of convicts punished
was 40,655 of the total number in confinement against 32.20% last year
but a large number of offences entailing punishment were in connection
with trafficking,this was not due to the increase in the practice but

to the fact that since the number of keepers was increased and a Chief
Keeper appointed 1t has been possible to do more to detect and suppress

trafficking, tobacco,sometimes in considerable quantity has been found
and confiscated and several officers have been discharged.

fficulty of obtaining competent and trustworthy
D the staff below the desirable standards of

[N

The old standing di

(D

officers continues to ke
efficiency but on the whole I think I am fortunate in having so many
h

o)
on the staff who are faithful in the preformance of their several duties
ce

and loyal to the servi

The substitution of electric power for steam noted in my last annual

report came Just in time and has proved most useful,the improvement in

the pipe connection between the reservolr on the zgrounds and th

and the bathroom has result

to the city being 2322.00 less than last year,no thestanding ti
ati

on p
be able to repeat and emphasize that I have szid in
a of the Chaplins to assist discharzed
n

forme orts of the readiness g
and paroled prisoners in obtaining employment znd of the good work
dones by the Salvation Army representitives in the same direction.
Respectfully submitted John C.Brown Warden
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Annual report of the Chaplins, B.C.Penitentiary,lMarch 31st.,1912
Report of the Protestant Chaplin,Albert Edward Bert

I am convinced that the great majority of men value the privelege of
attending chapel,in no other way can I account for the conduct of the
men in the chapel which will compare favourably with that of any =
congregation in the country.It is impossible to speak in other than the
highest terms of the services rendered by the choir,

The Roman Catholic Chaplin,Edward laillard

Amongst the newcomers received since I am in charge,I have remarked that
the greater number of them had a very poor knowledge of the religionm,
others were Catholic in name only,but I may say that a good number of

them show good will for the better.
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BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Monday, October 7th, 1912

REMARKABLE DISCIPLINE - OTHER CONVICTS AT PENITENTIARY TOOK
NO PART IN DARING ATTEMPT - DESPERATE FIGHTING - MELEE IN

WHICH GUARD JOYNSON LOST HIS LIFE WAS A HOT ONE

The outstanding features of the attempt to escape on the part
of convicts H. Wilson and Joseph Smith last Saturday afternoon
at the Dominion penitentiary were the remarkable discipline of
the other prisoners who had it in their power to aid or par-
ticipate in the escape, and the bravery and ability of the
guards in handling the grave situation. Were it not for these
facts, the consequences might easily have been even more

serious.

Warden J. C. Brown took a representative of The British
Columbian over the ground covered by the convicts in their
Saturday's escapade and the details of the affair stamp it as
one of the most skillful and dangerously near successful
attempts at jail delivery that has ever been recorded. After
having remarkable success and good fortune, the convicts were
frustrated in their plot, with the key to the last gate barring

them from liberty in their hands.

Near the east wall of the penitentiary grounds are a number of

stalls where the convicts work crushing rock. Smith was
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working in the first stall and a short distance down the walk
was Wilson. It seems the rock crushing job is given the men,
or at least some of them, as a disciplinary measure, Smith
having had a generally bad record while serving out his ten
year sentence. Wilson had also come under suspicion lately,
it having been found that he had smuggled a bar into the shop

in which he had been working.

While Guard Craig, who was in charge, was patrolling at the
lower end of the stalls Smith walked down to Wilson and began
to talk with him. Craig walked back to Smith who had returned
to his stall when he saw the guard coming and reprimanded him.
"Smith," he said, "vou know it is against the rules to talk.

I want you to cut that out." He turﬂed around and started to
walk back when Smith felled him with a blow on the right side
of his head with a mallet. Craig fell to the ground dazed but
recovered quickly and began to grapple with Smith. Getting the
best of him, the guard seemed to be having things all his own
way when Wilson joined the fracas. They soon disarmed the
guard and started on a dog trot towards the entrance to one of
the shops. The men did not race along but trotted coolly and
apparently in no great hurry. The guards at the southeast and
northeast towers saw the disturbance but dared not fire for
fear of shooting Craig, so closely were the men together during

the first struggle.

The other convicts working on the stone piles instead of
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assisting Smith and Wilson protested against their attacking
the guard. Several of them cried to quit or they would kill
the guard, and some of them started forward to help Craig out
of his predicament. By this time, however, they had procured
Craig's revolver and they covered their fellow convicts to
prevent them from frustrating their plans. Craig was not

severely injured and was able to go on duty again this morning.

Upon arriving at the entrance to the shops they found Guard
Round locking the door of the blacksmith shops just as they
approached him. This was a fortunate Circumstance, as Round
upon wheeling around at the command "hands up" looked into the
muzzle of Craig's gun which happened at the time of this occur-
mce to be unloaded although Round as well as the convicts,
were unaware of that fact. Round, after being relieved of his
weapon, was then forced to unlock the door to the tunnel lead-
ing under the heavy brick wall and he was marched in front of
Wilson and Smith through the tunnel and into the brick yard.

At this stage fate again played into the hands of the convicts.
The guard on No. 2 tower had been attracted by the commotion
raised at this time on the inside of the yard and failed to
notice the procession of Smith and Wilson with Round in front
coming out of the tunnel. He was looking for the event he
thought was transpiring inside the wall. Previous to their
entering the tunnel the convicts had preventeé Guard Craig
from following them by shutting the door of the shop in his

face just as he arrived to tell Round that their gun was not
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loadéd. Craig was just an instant too late and he was barred
out from further participation in the events when the door was
slammed shut in front of him. By this time the alarm bell had
been rung in the prison and the authorities began looking for

the scene of the disturbance.

Meanwhile Smith, Wilson and Round moved forward, the latter
being instructed on pain of death, to make no false move.

They approached Guard Morrison, whose attention was directed
towards the ravine where a number of his men were engaged un-
loading wheelbarrows. As he turned around and saw the three
men approaching him he became suspicious. Before he had time
to act, however, he was facing two pistols, held by convicts
who were, however, shielded by one of his fellow guards.
Morrison was requested to get in the procession and he complied.
Instead of leaving by the gate in which the wheelbarrows were
being taken they desired to get out via a gate further along
which would admit them into an inclosure through which Smith
attempted to escape last summer and with which he would nat-
urally be familiar. Guard Elson was patrolling the top of the
fence here and he was commanded to throw down the keys and his
rifle. He did as requested but did not throw down his revolver

with which he soon effected the turning of the tide of events.

At this point the unfortunate Joynson who had been in charge
of the gang of convicts filling the wheelbarrows, came running

up and opened fire on the two convicts. It appears that Wilson
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replied to the fire with Elson's rifle, then turned round to
pick up the keys which had been thrown down by Elson. As he

did so Elson opened fire with the revolver and caught Wilson

in the side of the neck. Wilson sank to the ground with a bad
wound, crying "I'm wonded, Smith; the game's up.". Smith,
however, continued fighting, starting towards Joynson and firing
a fusillade of shots at him. Morrison hurried towards the tower
to get a pistol from the guard to help in the fight but Round

by this time having fired all of the charges in the rifle was
forced to leap for Smith and grapple hand to hand with him.

The fight proved a bitter one while it lasted but shortly after-
ward Deputy Warden Carroll, locating the scene of the battle
arrived, armed with a rifle and Smith seeing that reinforcements
were coming and that further fighting was useless signified that
he was ready to quit. Poor Joynson was lying near the brick
plant mortally wounded. He expired 40 minutes after he had been

shot and removed to one of the penitentiary buildings.

In the meantime the numerous convicts in the yard
stood by and watched the fight making no move whatever to par-
ticipate. Had they joined in the fracas the result might have
been far different. Not a man moved from his place, not one of
them made a single effort to get away. With three of the
guards apparently disarmed and another shot, their conduct is

regarded as remarkable in view of the fact that liberty seemed

so easily available.
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BRITISH COLUMBIAN;’TueSday, October 8th, 1912

DEAD GUARD LAID TO REST - CASKET COVERED WITH CANADIAN FLAG

BORNE TO GRAVE BY FELLOW GUARDS

The body of Guard Joynson was this morning removed from the
Penitentiary and laid away in its last resting place by his

fellow guards.

The funeral service was conducted in the main entrance hall of
the institution by the Rev. E. G. Tﬁompson of the Knox
Presbyterian church, assisted by the Rev. A. E. Vert, the
prison chaplain. The guards assembled in the hall around the
coffin while the friends and widow of the deceased gathered in

the warden's chamber.

The coffin containing the body was draped with a Canadian flag
and the numerous flowers and wreaths were heaped on top of
the casket, the body itself, true to the military custom of

the day, being dressed in the official uniform.

After the ceremony was over 18 of the guards, in relays, carried
the body to the 0Oddfellows' cemetery, where, after a short
service, the casket was lowered into the grave and interred by
the guards. Warden Brown was present during the funeral and

superintended the ceremonies.
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The penitentiary bell during the whole funeral procession
tolled out its last farewell to Guard Joynson and did not

cease until the body had been buried.
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Today it is reported that Wilson will recover unless blood
poisoning sets in the wound. An X-ray examination, made
yesterday showed that the bullet is still lodged in the

shoulder and that it is not in a dangerous place.
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BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Tuesday, October 8th, 1912

REVOLVER WAS NOT LOADED - GUARD TESTIFIES THAT HE CONSIDERS

THIS THE BEST PLAN IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES

At the coroner's inquest held yesterday afternoon at the City
Police Court the penitentiary guards involved in the prevent-
ing of the escape of convicts H. Wilson and Joseph Smith from
the Dominion penitentiary Saturday afternoon, testified to

the details of the incident.

It developed by the testimony of Guard Craig that he had been
in sole charge of the rock crushing gang of twenty-seven men,
some of whom were among the most desperate of the prisoners.
As stated in The British Columbian yesterday the fact was

revealed that his revolver was unloaded while he was on guard

over these men.

In answer to the question of whether or not this was a safe
practice, Guard Round later testified that he thought it
certainly was the safest plan that could be followed. A man

might stand a chance with two or three of them with a loaded
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revolver, stated Round, but with a gang of men who might easily
overpower him while he was not looking it would be far better

to have the gun unloaded as was that of Craig.

Guard Robert Craig testified that after he had rebuked Smith
for violating the rules in talking to Wilson and other pris-
oners, the former struck him over the head with a mallet. He
then grappled with his assailant and had him down when Wilson
ran to the assistance of Smith and together they overpowered
him, took away his revolver, and ran at a dog trot towards

the corridor. The distance of the corridor from the stone

crushing stalls was about sixty yards, he said.

Guard Ernest Round related an interesting story of the part
which he played in the attempted escape. He stated that he
was in the act of locking the blacksmith shop when the two
prisoners came upon him. At the command to hold his hands up
he said that he turned around to look into the barrel of a
revolver. Smith took his revolver, he said, a thirty-two
Colt. In the meantime the convicts slammed the door of the
vestibule of the shop, so that Guard Craig following him could
not assist him or give him warning that the revolver thrust in
his face was empty. They then forced Round, according to his
testimony, to unlock the door leading into the tunnel under-
neath the prison wall. He was asked if this did not happen
very quickly, because of the fact that Guard Craig was unable

to get to him. He replied that owing to the fact that he had
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a gun shoved against the back of his head that he felt it
would be wise to move gquickly. Round and the convicts marched
along to where Morrison was supervising convicts unloading the
wheelbarrows. Under cover of Round they forced Morrison to
give up his revolver. He said that they then proceeded to No.
12 stand where Guard Elson was patrolling. The latter levelled
his rifle at the men but he dared not shoot because of the pro-
tection afforded by Round and Morrison. The convicts shouted

out also that if he fired they would shoot both of the guards.

"Wilson shouted for a second time," testified Mr. Round. "They
told him to throw his rifle into the brickyard and he did so.
They called to him again to throw down his keys and he replied
that they were in the tower a short distance away. As he was
going for the keys Guard Joynson appeared on the scene and
opened fire. The two convicts returned the fire, Smith with
two revolvers and Wilson with the rifle. Wilson also turned
around, pointed the rifle at Elson and demanded the keys.
Elson threw them down and as he did so Elson fired at him with
his revolver, hitting him in the neck. He dropped the rifle
and I picked it up. I saw Wilson was done for and I turned
around to see what had become of Smith. As I did so I saw
Joynson stagger and Smith coming in my direction, with three
revolvers, two in his left hand and one in his right. He

was shooting at me. I shot at him with the rifle and then
saw that it was the last shot in it. I took cover behind

Wilson, while Smith advanced towards me. When he was a
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couple of yards away I jumped and got him by the throat, as
one shot whistled by. I then held his wrists and held him
until Deputy Warden Carroll and Training Instructor Mackenzie

arrived with Winchesters. Then Smith gave in."

In reply to questions by the jurymen Round stated that Wilson

had Guard Craig's revolver and that he had only fired one

shot that he knew of and that was out of the rifle. He stated
that he did not know that Craig's revolver was empty and that

his own was loaded. Smith, he thought, was the first to fire

at Joynson. The whole of the brickyard was covered by guards

at the stands, but parts of it were obscured by buildings.

The witness stated that when there were a large number of con-
victs together that it was customary to keep the arms in the

armory so they could not be obtained by a concerted rush.

Guard Hector Morrison stated that he was on duty Saturday super-
intending the unloading of wheelbarrows. He said that at first
he did not pay any attention to the convicts who were with

Guard Round, but when he looked again at them and before he
could draw his gun he saw that they were armed. Smith then

took his revolver and he and Round were then marched to No. 12
stand where Elson was on duty. "After Elson had been comm-
anded to throw down the keys and rifle and after he had thrown
down his rifle Wilson appeared and began firiﬂg. The convicts
were then behind Round and myself. I turned and ran," he

said, "towards No. 3 stand where I asked a guard to drop me a

657
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gun, but he refused and I ran back. Joynson and Wilson were

both lying on the ground then."

Guard George Woolcock testified that he saw Craig, running
along the prison yard with blood on his face, from his position
on No. 2 stand, which commanded both the prisonyard and the
brickyard. When he heard the prison bell ring to bring in the
prisoners, he looked for trouble on that side. Hearing the
shots he looked over towards the brickyard and saw the affray
at No. 12 stand. He said he saw both convicts fire at

Joynson and saw Joynson fall. A remarkable feature of his
testimony was that he stated he saw Smith run up to him and

stoop beside him but he could not say whether or not he fired

at him.

Ewen McInnis, guard at the new wing, stated that he first heard
someone shout that there was trouble in the stonebreaking shed.
He turned around to see Craig running and the latter shouted
"shoot, shoot," but he could not see the two convicts running,

all he could see was the gang bunched together.

Guard Elson was standing on the No. 12 stand when he saw the
convicts approaching with Guards Round and Morrison and lev-
elled his gun at them, but could not shoot. When he was
commanded to throw down his rifle he hesitated, and they
commanded him to hurry. He had to go the fifteen paces to the

tower door to get the keys and by that time Joynson had opened
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firé. After returning the fire, Wilson turned his rifle
towards him and demanded the keys. He threw them down and as
Wilson started to pick them up, he shot him with his revolver
which they had forgotten to ask him for, wounding Wilson in
the neck. Smith then advanced toward the fence and he saw
Round fire at Smith with the rifle. Altogether he had fired

four shots, once when he wounded Wilson and three shots aimed

at Smith.

Deputy Warden Carroll said that he and Instructor Mackenzie went
to the armory and seized two rifles. By the time that both men
got to the scene of the affray both Wilson and Joynson were
lying on the ground and Round was struggling with Smith. When
Smith saw the Winchesters he threw down his revolvers and gave
up. He stated that when the alarm was sounded the prisoners

were taken back to prison in good order.

Mr. Carroll said that he spoke to Joynson who was in great
agony, apparently. Joynson had asked him to look after his
wife and children and the deputy warden had replied: "You are

not as bad as that, old man," attempting to comfort him.

Mr. Carroll stated that Smith had a bad record in the prison
and that he had attempted to escape once before. Smith had
thrown ammonia into a shopkeeper's face in an attempted
robbery in Vancouver for which he was serving a ten years'
sentence. Wilson was also serving a ten years' sentence for

robbery, being sent to prison from Fernie.

kkkkk k%



- 499 -

From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Tuesday, October 22nd, 1912

JOYNSON FUND IS REOPENED

"Trouble comes not in single spies but in battalions," wrote
Shakespeare but in the case of the Joynson family the seeds
of misfortune have burdened the widowed mother and her three
children. Now, two of the three children in the family are
down with scarlet fever and one of them, the eldest, is in

serious condition; the house has been quarantined.
The column goes on to say that the fund would not be closed

but would remain open to augment the sum of $836.55 so that

it may be used to help alleviate their suffering.
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Tuesday, October 29th, 1912

JOYNSON FUND NOW CLOSED

This would indicate that the fund which had been started to
relieve the necessities of widow of Guard Joynson, who was
killed by convicts Smith and Wilson, now stands over the

$1,000 mark and is therefore closed.
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BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Thursday, October 10th, 1912

CONVICT WENT TO GUARD'S ASSISTANCE - LONG TERM MAN WITH BAD

RECORD SHOWED COMMENDABLE ATTITUDE IN ATTEMPTED ESCAPE

A full investigation of the attempted escape from custody of
Convicts Smith and Wilson from the Dominion Penitentiary
Saturday, which resulted in the death of Guard J. H. Joynson
and the wounding of Convict Wilson is under way by Warden

Brown of that institution, and although it is not yet completed
the warden has sufficient facts to lead him to believe that

none of the other convicts were involved in the plot to escape.

On the contrary, a most remarkable incident has been revealed,
which may result in a long term prisoner, with a previously
bad record, having his term shortened on the recommendation of

the prison official.

It developed that when Smith brutally assaulted Guard Craig,
the other prisoners on the stone gang showed indications of
desiring to help the guard, but were prevented from doing so

by Wilson, who seeing their attitude, held them off at the
point of a pistol taken from Craig. The fact that Smith was
seen conversing with a number of the stone gang previous to the
outbreak is not believed by the authorities to have been an

attempt to incite a general prison delivery.
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Aftér Craig had been felled and was lying on the ground in a
partially dazed condition this convict, who was serving out a
20 year sentence, together with a short term man, sprang to
his assistance, lifting him to his feet. Guard Craig states
that previous to this time the long term man had remonstrated
with Smith and Wilson for the brutal manner in which the two
convicts had assaulted him and would undoubtedly have fought

for him had he not faced the barrel of the revolver.

For some time this long term prisoner has had a black record
having been caught in several desperate attempts to escape.
He has also been guilty of minor breaches of the prison rules
and for that reason considerable time had been added to his
previous sentence. For the past year, however, Warden Brown
states that he has been a model prisoner and the culmination
of his change of attitude was in his action in assisting the
guard Saturday instead of joining Convicts Smith and Wilson.
The prisoner was called into the office of the warden when he
was commended for his action and it was explained to him how
behavior such as he had shown would operate to his advantage.
He was promised that as a reward for his action, a recommenda-
tion would be made for the cancellation of the time that has
been added to his sentence because of previous bad conduct.

This matter will be taken up by the warden at once.

In attempting to ascertain the attitude of the prisoners in

regard to the attempt to escape, the penitentiary officials were
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able to discover only one man that was in sympathy with the
action of Smith and Wilson. Most of the remainder openly

deplored the brutality they had shown toward the dead and

wounded guards.

Warden Brown has been informed by Dr. Green, who has been
attending Wilson, that the convict is strong enough to appear
in court to answer to the charge of murder and that he will be
brought up for a hearing just as soon as the time can be
arranged by Warden Brown and the prosecutor, Mr. Martin, who
has taken this case in charge.
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BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Thursday, November 14th, 1912

HELD COURT IN PENITENTIARY - TRIAL OF CONVICT ON MURDER CHARGE

WAS FOR A TIME CONDUCTED ON SCENE

A unique feature in connection with the trial of Convict

Joseph Smith, for the murder of Guard Joynson at the Dominion
penitentiary on October 5, arose when the Court of Assizes
adjourned for the first part of the afternoon session to the
penitentiary grounds and with all the court officials carrying
out their regular duties, the trial proceeded under the shelter

of the stone sheds. It was here that convicts Smith and Wilson

made the break for liberty.

The twelve jurors, several witnesses, with the officials of the
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couft, and the prisoner in custody of two members of the
Provincial Police starting at the stone sheds, were shown the
exact steps in the daring attempt at eéscape. Guard G. Imlah
was called upon to explain to the jury the salient points of

a diagram of the penitentiary grounds. Every word of the pro-
ceedings was taken down by Court Stenographer Langley, exactly
as if the trial were proceeding in the Court House. Smith
watched the proceedings with great interest and talked fre-

quently to his guards.

Guard Imlah was put on the stand again on the return to the
Court House, and was subjected to a close Cross—-examination by
Mr. W. F. Hansford, counsel for the accused. Mr. Hansford
insisted on the witness telling him who directed him to mark
the spot on the map, showing where Joynson fell. Mr. Imlah
replied that Guard Elson, who was stationed at Tower No. 12,

had requested him to mark the spot with a cross.

Dr. T. B. Green, who was summoned to attend to Guard Joynson,
described the nature of the wounds. One bullet had entered at
the eleventh rib and was found to have lodged just under the
skin near the breastbone. The course of this bullet was des-
cribed as upwards and inwards. Internal hemorrhage from this
wound was directly responsible for Joynson's death. Another
bullet had penetrated at the right buttock, and lodged in the
right side of the abdomen. Its general direction was the same

as the first wound. An abrasion was found on the bullet that
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had caused death, entered as exhibit No. 10. With completion
of Dr. Green's testimony the court adjourned until this morn-

ing at 11 o'clock.

Today's Session

When the trial resumed this morning Mr. W. G. Harris, of the
Murchie Undertaking Parlors, testified that he had removed Mr.
Joynson's body from the penitentiary on the evening of October

5.

Tdentification of revolvers in use on that date was made by

Mr. W. A. Patchell, chief keeper of the penitentiary. He told
the court that it was customary when issuing revolvers to enter
the number opposite the guard's name. Morrison's revolver had
six empty shells; Craig's revolver was unloaded; Round's rev-
olver six loaded shells, while Joynson's revolver had six

empty shells. Since October 5, Mr. Patchell testified, the

guards on the inside were not allowed to carry revolvers at all.

Deputy Warden W. J. Carroll was next put on the stand. On the
day of the tragedy he was working on reports in the library,
when he noticed two convicts running towards the vestibule.
Taking a Winchester he ran through the main door of the pen-
itentiary along the outside of the south wall; entering the
brickyard enclosure at tower gate No. 2. He saw a commotion

among the convicts, and proceeding up the grade, found Joynson
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writhing on the ground. Guards Round and Smith were still
struggling. Smith thmw away an empty revolver and gave up
when Carroll covered him with his rifle. Wilson was reclining

in a sitting posture.

Craig's revolver was later found in the ventilator of Wilson's
cell, where the keys of the vestibule were found. Since the
occurrence Craig had been censured for his failure to conform

with the rules.

Guard Craig was put on the stand and told of the assault made
on him by Smith when the gang of twenty-seven convicts, over

which he had charge, was working in the stone stalls.
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BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Saturday, November 16th, 1912

DEATH PENALTY IS PRONOUNCED - ON CONVICT SMITH, CONVICTED OF
MURDER OF GUARD JOYNSON AT PENITENTIARY - CASE MAY BE APPEALED
— CONDEMNED MAN HEARD HIS DOOM WITHOUT LOSING COMPOSURE -

NODDED HEAD IN ASSENT

Convict Joseph Smith must pay the extreme penalty of the law
for the murder of Guard Joynson at the Dominion penitentiary
on October 5. That his life shall be taken on January 31 next,
to pay for the life he ended, was the sentence of the assize

court, passed by Mr. Justice Murphy last night.
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As the death sentence was solemnly pronounced in the silence
of the crowded court room, Smith nodded his head slightly,

almost as if in assent.

"Alright," he murmured almost inaudibly.

Except for an occasional deepdrawn sigh, he showed no signs

of any emotion, and even after the sentence had been passed he

did not lose his composure.

The case went to the jury at 5.15 p.m. After deliberating for
exactly three hours, the jury returned and Foreman Dockstedder
announced that they had been unable to agree. They asked to
have the difference between manslaughter and murder pointed out
to them. Fifteen minutes later the jury returned with the ver-

dict of "guilty."

Mr. Justice Murphy turned toward the prisoner.

"Stand up," he ordered, and as the prisoner made no move he

repeated the command.

"I am standing, sir," Smith protested, gulping.

He is so short of stature that his shoulders barely came above

the prisoner's dock.
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"Have you anything to say why the sentence of this court should

not be passed upon you?"

The prisoner shook his head negatively.

"No sir."

"The sentence of this court therefore is, that you shall be
taken from hence to the place from which you came, there to be
kept in close confinement until the 31st day of January next,
when you shall be taken from thence to the place of execution

and hanged by the neck until dead. And may God have mercy on

your soul."

The prisoner was then removed from the dock and subsequently
taken to the Dominion penitentiary, where he is being kept in

solitary confinement.

Mr. W. F. Hansford, who conducted a particularly brilliant def-
ense for the prisoner, against an accumulation of evidence that
in many cases would have resulted in a verdict of guilty being
brought in almost immediately, stated after court had been
adjourned until Monday next that the case would be appealed.

No step can be made, however, until the evidence is transcribed.

Further action will depend largely upon a conference with the

condemned man.
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A court of appeal is sitting in Vancouver at the present time,
while another will be held in Victoria during January before

the sentence of death is carried into effect on Smith.

Unless the Governor-General sitting in council otherwise orders,
Convict Smith will be hanged in the Dominion penitentiary at
Sapperton in this city on January 31, 1913. The usual custom
is to execute the death sentence at the provincial jail, but

as Smith is a convict in the Dominion penitentiary, he will be

hanged there, the first prisoner to be executed within its

walls.

Guard Elson, at whose stand the fight, resulting in the death
of Guard Joynson, and later that of Convict Wilson, was made,
was put in the witness box yesterday morning, and examined at
great length by Mr. Hansford, counsel for the defense.
Although the witness became confused at times in his testimony,
under the rigorous cross-fire of pointed questions, he made no
admissions that helped the case of the defense. At the time
he fired at Smith, the convict was close to the fence, and
almost in a corner, removed from all proximity to Joynson,

Elson swore.

One of the convicts whose sentence has since expired gave
evidence that had tremendous weight with the jury. He declared
that he had followed the two guards and the two convicts, Smith

and Wilson and had seen every shot that was fired. It was a
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bullet from Smith's revolver that had caused Joynson to drop.
Even after Joynson had fallen and had put up his hand as if
for mercy, Smith again fired at his prostrate form. Guard
Wilcox, who had a partial view of the scene, told the court
that he saw Smith fire at least one shot at Joynson, and saw

him advancing towards the dead guard.

No witnesses were called by the defense, after the crown's
case had been completed early in the afternoon. Following a
ten-minute adjournment, during which he held a consultation
with the prisoner below in the cells under the court room, Mr.
Hansford began his address to the jury. It was understood

that Smith had asked not to be put in the witness box.

Tracing each point of the evidence, Mr. Hansford declared that
there had been nothing brought in by the crown to show that
murder had been intended. The strong point of his address was
that it was possible, in fact probable, that a bullet from
Elson's revolver had unfortunately struck Joynson and caused

his death. Elson, he said, had admitted that his shots had

been wild. The evidence of two witnesses had tended to disprove
the testimony of Elson himself that he had fired at Smith after
Joynson was down, and when Smith was in the corner, at a

decided angle from the line of fire. Wilson had died, and a

1ife had been taken for a life. Justice had been administered.

His summing up took fifty minutes.
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In réply Mr. Grant, crown counsel, stated that if Elson was
trying to eliminate any possibility that he had fired the
fatal shot all he had to do was to say that he did not fire at
all. Elson was in the stand when Joynson fell, getting the

keys. The fact eliminated all element of doubt from the case,

he submitted.

In charging the jury, Mr. Justice Murphy declared that only
three verdicts could be brought in under the indictment:

murder, manslaughter and acquittal. It was a violation of

their oath to let any sentiment against capital punishment
hinder them in administering justice. A definition of murder,
as applicable in the particular case before them, was made.

In reviewing the evidence, he declared that in his opinion

three or four witnesses had testified that Joynson was down
before Elson shot at Smith. He disapproved of the point brought

out by the counsel for the defense that Wilson's death had

satisfied justice.

After the jury had been out ten minutes they were brought back

on Mr. Hansford's request and further instructed on the legal

aspect of manslaughter.
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- From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Friday, November 15th, 1912

ADD NEW WING TO PENITENTIARY

In order to accommodate the increasing number of convicts a

new wing is being constructed at the Dominion penitentiary at
the

Sapperton. The addition is being built with/large concrete

blocks formed in the cement plant of the prison.

Penitentiary authorities state that the number of convicts

has doubled within the past two years at the penitentiary.

In the main buildings, together with the temporary accommoda-
tion provided, there are now over five hundred cells. The new
wing will contain a total of 278 cells, which will bring the
total number to 778 cells. Numerous other alterations are
being made within the prison walls, new work rooms are being
installed, all tending to increase the efficiency of the penal

institution.
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From the files of THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Tuesday, January 7th,

1913

Convict Joseph Smith, under sentence of death for the murder
of Guard Joynson at the Dominion penitentiary on October 5th,
has only twenty-four more days in which to live. ©Unless a
stay is granted he will be hanged in the prison at Sapperton
according to the sentence passed by Mr. Justice Murphy on
November 11th last. Sheriff Armstrong, in whose hands the
arrangements for the hanging of the condemned man are left,
said yesterday that Hangman Ellis,Dominion executioner, would
spring the trap that would end Smith's life on the morning of
January 31lst. It is within the jurisdiction of the sheriff
to hire anyone to carry out the extreme penalty imposed by the
law, but owing to the fact that no other execution will take
place in Canada on or near the end of this month Ellis will
act. Not until a few days ago was it learned that Smith had
any near relatives living. It is now learned that his father
is living in Leeds where Smith spent his early boyhood as a
street urchin and where he fell in with the company that led

him into the life of crime.

Sheriff Armstrong declared this morning that he had received
no instructions to have the convicts of the penitentiary
paraded for the execution and that he did not believe any
order to this effect would be sent out by the new Minister of

Justice, The Honourable C. J. Doherty. Although press dispatches
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were sent out stating that the convicts had been compelled to
witness the execution of a convict at Edmonton penitentiary,
this has been denied by the warden. Provided the weather con-
ditions are favourable, the scaffold will be erected in the
main prisonyard at the penitentiary, probably the day previous
to the hanging. If it is stormy Smith will be executed inside
one of the buildings. The Rev. A. E. Vert, prison chaplain,
according to custom, will say nothing concerning his meetings

with the condemned man.
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, January 27th, 1913

The execution of Joseph Smith, condemned to die on the gallows

at the Dominion penitentiary of this city next Friday for the
murder of Guard Joynson, may be delayed. A respite may have

to be obtained from the courts until word comes from the

Minister of Justice at Ottawa, Sheriff Armstrong said this morning
that he cannot make the necessary preparations for the execu-
tion until the dispatch ordering him to proceed is received.

As of this date Smith has three more days to live according to

his sentence.
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- THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Tuesday, January 28th, 1913

Telegraphic instructions were received by Sheriff Armstrong
yesterday afternoon from the Minister of Justice at Ottawa
ordering the sentence of death of Judge Murphy in the case of
convict Joseph Smith carried out at the Dominion penitentiary

of this city next Friday.

At break of day Smith will be taken from the cell where he has
been confined since the night on which he was sentenced,
November 15th, to the scaffold to pay the penalty exacted by
law for the murder of J. H. Joynson at the penitentiary on
October 5th last. The scaffold will be erected within the
prisonyard northeast of the former workshops now used as the
protection for temporary cells. Smith will be led past the
stone sheds where, together with convict Wilson, who died from
the infection of wounds, he struck Guard Craig with a stone
hammer and started on the attempted prison break that ended

in the shooting of Guard Joynson, the death of Wilson and now
his own execution. The gallows will be put only a few feet

from the spot where Smith struck Craig.
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Thursday, January 30th, 1913

SCAFFOLD IN READINESS

Precautions will be taken by the penitentiary officials to
prevent any of the convicts from witnessing any detail of the
execution, Warden Brown stated this morning, and the three
hundred and sixty-odd convicts will be carefully locked in
their cells. A few will be permitted to witness the judgment
of death. These include provincial officials, physicians and

newspapermen to the number of about thirty.
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Thursday, January 30th, 1913

JOYNSON FUND

A statement has been received from The Rev. E. G. Thompson by
this paper showing how the money raised for Mrs. J. H. Joynson,
wife of the penitentiary guard killed by Joseph Smith, was
expended. A total sum of $1,382.88 was raised for the widow
and her family of which all but $162.88 has been expended.

With the money subscribed a house costing $1,400 was purchased
upon which $1,000 was paid. There were $70 paid for funeral
expenses, $48 for three months' rent, $38.50 paid in cash to
Mrs. Joynson and $64 were in the furniture bought, making a

total expenditure of $1,220.50, leaving a balance of $162.88.
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Friday, January 31st, 1913

FACED DEATH WITH STOICISM

For the murder of penitentiary Guard J. H. Joynson, Joseph
Smith expiated his crime this morning on the gallows erected
within the prison grounds. The trap was sprung at 8:30 a.m.
death occurring instantaneously. Smith, the burglar, the con-
vict and murderer, met his fate stoically walking erectly up
to the gallows without the tremor of a muscle or the murmur of

a sound.

Although physically a midget of a man, he displayed the same
fearless front and iron nerve that had characterized his whole
career and more recently in his terrible attempt to escape from
prison in which he killed his guard, and later through the
ordeals of his trial and while in solitary confinement, carrying
them off with the spirit of bravado and reckless abandonment

right up to the last minute he spent on earth.

Shortly before 8:30 o'clock the cell room swung open and there
began the silent death march, the prisoner being proceeded by
Sheriff E. J. Armstrong and Warden J. C. Brown of the peniten-
tiary, followed by keeper Harry Norman and guard William Leslie.
The prisoner was dressed in a plain blue blouse, coatless, and

had his hand bound securely behind him before he left his cell.
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Rev. J. S. Henderson, his spiritual advisor, walked beside
Smith linking his arm in that of the prisoner but the latter
needed no support. He looked straight ahead, hardly blinking

an eye, etc., etc.

Once upon the platform there was no time wasted, the hangman

Mr. Ellis moving swiftly in carrying out his duties, the
prisoner was immediately placed upon the trap, the black cap
drawn over his head, the rope adjusted and all was ready. The
condemned man stood there for a period of forty seconds while
The Rev. Mr. Henderson began to repeat the Lord's Prayer. The
prayer was unfinished. When he reached the words "... on earth,
as it is in heaven" the trap was released and Smith was hurled
into the great beyond. So suddenly was the trap pulled that

the little group of persons standing behind and below the gallows
hardly realized what had happened until it was all over. Smith
died without leaving a message of any kind. He seemed neither
remorseful nor penitent. Last night he went to bed at the usual
hour and slept soundly until 5:40 this morning. He ate a hearty

breakfast of bacon, eggs, toast and coffee, for the remaining

portion of the morning conversed pleasantly with his guard.

During the time of the execution all of the prisoners were kept
locked up within their cells, as it was thought best to keep
them confined during this ordeal. His pulse éontinued to beat
for nearly thirteen minutes after he fell through the trap,

although his neck was broken. Mr. Ellis, who has officiated
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at ﬁany similar events, stated that this execution was carried
out as successfully as any he had ever attended. Those who
were present at the execution were police and provincial
officials and newspapermen to the number of about thirty.

Among the witnesses was Chief Round of the Coquitlam police
force, who as one of the former guards at the penitentiary,
participated in the fight waged when Smith and Wilson attempted
to break away from custody last October. He came to see the
man executed who had so desperately attempted to take his own

life.

Shortly after 9 o'clock, number 1433, as Smith was known in the
penitentiary, was placed in his last resting place in a far
corner of the penitentiary grounds where the world will soon

forget him.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B. C. PENITENTIARY - JOHN C. BROWN, WARDEN

May 7, 1913

The net increase in prison population was shown by the number of convicts in

custody when the year began and it ended as twenty.

The statement of punishment on the other hand appears to show more difficulty
in maintaining discipline than in previous years, but as a matter of fact
discipline on the whole was more satisfactory. A large number of punishments
inflicted were short terms of bread and water diet or loss of a few days
remission and the bulk of these were reports arising out of a greater strict-
ness in searching the convicts in their cells. A more determined effect has
been made throughout the year to suppress trafficking and this has resulted in
weeding out the staff and also as indicated, increasing the number of punish-
ments inflicted on prisoners. The statment of recommissions is rather more

favourable than the previous year.

Early in October an outbreak of violent temper on the part of a convict led to
the death of an Officer and two convicts. When a considerable number of convicts,
some who are drawn from the worst, most lawless classes on the coast are working
in gangs using stone hammers, axes, picks and shovels, it is impossible to guard
completely against the occurence of such deplorable affairs as that above
referred to. But, measures have been adopted which, to some extent at least,

will decrease the probability of serious results. No escapes reported. It is
true three men on one occasion and one man on another ran away from the gang on
which they were employed but they were recaptured within a short distance and
with little difficulty. None of these men had a year to serve, they were all
good conduct men who might fairly expect release on parole before their time was
up and the fact they risked, in such circumstances, incuring penalties attached to
the attempt to escape shows how difficult it is to carry on work outside the

Penitentiary walls without employing an extravagantly large number of guards
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or risking occasional escapes. I am speaking particularly of the situation
here where large patches of bush are only a few minutes run from almost any
point of the reserve and the whole surrounding neighbourhood,.owing to the

rapid development of this part of the country, is gridiorned with roads and

rails.

The principle work to which our main attention is given is the building of the
east wing. Here, there is a heavy cement basement which rising some two feet
above the ground at the upper end next to the prison is some sixteen feet at
the lower or east end. This was completed some time ago and the close of the
year found the brickwork for the walls well under way. Work was suspended over
a month on account of an unusually heavy snow fall in January but since its
resumption very satisfactory progress has been made. We now hope this building

will be ready for occupation in the summer of 1915.

The new entrance to the prison was opened January lst, it is more convenient
for the public and much less objectionable in the manner of guarding against
intercourse between the public and convicts at work at the old entrance. The

new entrance road is not completed yet, but is quite useable during the summer

weather.

I wish to put on record here my sence of obligation to the Officers of the
Salvation Army and several employers of labour for their kindness in looking
after and finding employment for discharged convicts, and also the Chief's of
Police in New Westminster and Vancouver and the detectives under them for their

assistance in a goodmany matters in connection with my duties as Warden.

Respectfully submitted,

John C. Brown
Warden
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REPORT OF ALBERT EDWARD WERT, PROTESTANT CHAPLIN

The 1afge number of men either admitted to parole or reported as worthy of

note. I have to report two deaths during the fiscal year, concerning the sad

circumstances surrounding these deaths it is perhaps better to be silent.

Surgeon Report

The surgeon, W. A. DeWolf-Smith reports on April 1, 1913 that one convict
Norman Wilson aged 22 died by a bullet wound. On convict Joseph Smith, age

24, was hanged 31 January 1913,
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In custody larsh 31st.1913

Penitentiary Males Females
Kingston 501 10
St.Vincent De.Paul Lol
Dorchester 229 2
Manitoba 172
British Columbig 377
Alberta 189 14
Saskatchewan 108

1977 26

Total in custody-2003
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Thursday, May lst, 1913

It was reported along the waterfront this morning that a
prisoner must have escaped from the penitentiary because a
guard was seen yesterday on the south bank of the river work-
ing with two bloodhounds. No prisoner did escape, however,
and the explanation of the alleged guard and the bloodhound
is that keeper Norman, of the penitentiary, has a pair of
young dogs of that breed which he is amusing himself by train-
ing in his spare time. The dogs are not officially on the
staff of the penitentiary but Warden Brown states, might be
made use of i1f needed. Warden Brown further said that there
is no trouble at the penitentiary beyond the loss of two
guards, both good men, who had left to better themselves.

W. A. Cameron, six years in the service, has taken a position
in a grocery store in Sapperton with a possibility of a part-
nership ahead of him. And Guard McLennan, not long in the
service and a seaman by training, will take command of a

Vancouver tugboat.
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Tuesday, June 3rd, 1913

WAGE SCALE IN PENITENTIARY

The wage conditions under which the penitentiary employees
work are now to be remedied at a rate of pay more in keeping
with present conditions and the increased cost of living is

to be inaugurated. In the supplementary estimates due pro-
vision was made for the increases and by the resolution of the
government the different gradations of these increases are

indicated.

The resolution introduced by The Honourable Mr. Doherty,

Minister of Justice, to amend the Penitentiary Act was as

follows.

The pay scale as follows: a warden with quarters heated and
lighted $2,800; deputy warden with quarters heated and lighted
$1,800; surgeon $1,700; superintendent of insane ward $1,000;
accountant, chief clerical officer $1,600; clerical assistants
$1,200; chaplains to give exclusive service to the prison
$1,200; chaplains with permission to take outside work‘$900;
chief keeper $1,200; chief watchman $1,200; steward $1,200;
assistant steward $900; hospital nurses $1,000; assistant nurse
$900; matrons with quarters heated and lighted $700; engineer

and electrician $1,300; assistant engineers $1,000; chief trade
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instructor $1,200; industrial guards to act as instructors
$1,000; watchman $900; guards $800; day firemen $800; night
firemen $800, without uniform $900; temporary and probationary

officers $100 or less than the scheduled rate for permanent

officers.
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July 22nd, 1913 The Columbian

ARTICLE IN PART:

When the present Warden took charge (J.C. Brown) one hundred and
forty-five prisoners were handed over to him and seven hundred
and seventy-two have entered since, the number of prisoners
over whom Mr. Brown has had charge has been nine hundred and
seven, Of this number he has lost four but offset that he has
recaptured three who had escaped before his time, giving a net
loss of one. Not a bad record when it is remembered that the
B.C. Penitentiary, the ultimate home of half the captured
gumboot men between Panams and the North Pole on the Pacific

Coast.

Highwater mark in the number of convicts in the Penitentiary was
reached this spring with three hundred and sixty-six and on two
occasions the numbers have been three hundred and sixty-five.
The total accommodation at present in the four sectionsis four
hundred and seventy-six but of these, two sections containing
sixty-six and one hundred and ninety-two respectively, are known
as temporary cells. This means that there are only two hundred
and eighteen cells with thoroughly up to date fastenings, or
what are known as regular confinement celle. In the new wing
which 1s being built entirely by prison labour there will be

two hundred and sixty regular confinement and fifty isolation
cells and spare cells. This wing is already half erected and it

is estimated it will be finished within two years,

With the exception of one of two firemen to keep the brick
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kilns alight at night, the whole thing is done by convict
labour within the present prison wall. Clay is got from the
clay pit in the grounds, bricks are made in the brick yard on
the grounds with very little instruction the men are building
a prison wing that will be the latest thing in prisons for

utility convenience.

The enormous work that has been done in the way of rebuillding
can be seen. The entire convict settlement as it now stands is

a creation of recent years all done by prison labour.

With regards to the units that constitute the Warden's charge

he speaks of course on general terms. These unfortunates
contain all the grades of human type that has run up against the
strong arm of the law from the accidental criminal who,

through one circumstance or another has gone astray, Dbeen
detected and is expiating his folly in deep shame and

contrition to the Jail bird without the slightest conscience
regarding himself as temporarily worsted in the fight with his

national enemy-society.

There was for some time some months back a considerable amount
of trouble with some of the prisoners, plot after plot being
unearthed. Sometime back, however, Mr. Carroll, the Deputy
Warden, had reason to believe that there was one convict who was
the brains of the whole affair. Isolation was tried and the

plotting stopped at once. Incidentally it 'may be added that
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it is suspected that the plotting of this man was at the back
of the attempted jail bresking which resulted in the death of

guard Joynson and convict Wilson and the hanging of convict

Joe Smith.

It may be further added that Joseph Smith was not the man's
name and that his people were very highly respected and on

that account the actusl name was never made public.
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From THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN, Saturday, August 30th, 1913

NEW SYSTEM IN THE PENITENTIARY GOES INTO EFFECT MONDAY - AS

The introduction of a new system and new schedule in the
Dominion penitentiary which comes into force on September 1lst
has resulted in the change of titles and duties of the
officers. The change which has also taken place in the staff
is due entirely to the new system and otherwise no changes

would have been made.

Guard Patrick Smith, who is believed to be over 70 years of
age and who has been in the penitentiary for the past 30

yvears, is retiring with full pension. Stuart William Walsh
is also retiring. Mr. Walsh has been an officer of the pen-

itentiary for the past 18 years.

Keeper Samson and Devine become assistant stewards and keeper
Norman a hospital nurse. Hospital nurse R. J. Robertson
becomes steward. Two temporary men who were unable to qualify
as guards have been let out, while several new guards have
been appointed. The only appointment of public interest 1is

that of Guard Round, who returns after being Chief of Police

at Coquitlam.

Guard Round was on duty when convicts Wilson and Smith made
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their break for liberty and Guard Joynson was killed. It was
Guard Round who shot convict Wilson down and brought about the

capture of Smith. Wilson died of his injuries and Smith was

hanged.
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for the British Columbiza Penitentiary for the ye2r ending March 31st.
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ion over last year

history of the Penitentisry coculd wel ) b

serious zccident,no escape and except that one man was detected 1n 2
futile attempt to dig through a wall,not even an attempt to escape.

Ve have amonz the prisoners eight or nine idle talkative fellows and
these with others whose craving for tobacco leads them to break rules
in their efforts to obtain it,and are responsible for the very larze
ffences and punishments reported.The majority of the priscners have

t f three hundred seventy

ent introduction of

c
the year 1910-11 saw the reception
fin

2 new element 1n our pPrison pOuULdtiON,uA .

of our first Hindu prisoner,the clo of 1913-14 Ffinds eight of these
people in custody.

T h

0 4 merely as a Temporary xppulent until some-
thing better could be secured,and of course the interests of the prison
suffered,but since the increase in pay came 1into effect,officers feel
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of ng whilch
therefor it is easier to zet and keep properly gualified men,resignations
are legss frequent.

£ 1

Taking the staff as a whole,I have reason to be very well satisfied with
S ce and general harmony and absence of complaint which

marks the every day discharge of duty,with support and assistance given

me by superior officers I am more than satisfied.

Work has of course g0

have been in operation,progress has been made in the work of improving

the grounds through which the public approzch to the prison
d

the construction of the new cell block has been pushed on as T
possible,we hope that another vear will see it almost if not ready for

can in a2id of any deserving case, irrespective of creed or colour,
211 have during the year been cheered DY reports of steady contlnuance

ere one hundred eleven,among the
srounded in his faith,z few had imperfect

-
£
vnowledze but the majorlity were perfectly ignorant of Catholic doc

kn dze ™ the ma ] e pert gt f Catholi trine,
The slnzing durlng devine service nas been zreatly improved, thanks to
2 fel o D o iy H

T can once more only deplore the fact of the admission of young offendsrs
i

o this iastitution to find themselves mixed with criminals of the

ever inclined to think that the work of raform in the Penitentiary will
be really efective when the system of segregation will be adopted.
Yours recspactfully. m.aillard O.il. I,

ne on steadily during the yezar,all the usual industries
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To the Warden;
Sir:
nave the honour Lo submit my annual report for the year ending larch

The Crops Oon uhe ‘/\]hOl\, bhio vear were a ver _ai:_ average the ot:auves
J e S p

being very 3zood 1lndeed.
T am pleased to state that I have been ablzs to supply the Penitentiary
pork reguired and when the new piggery,which 1s now under

The crops this year were not sufficient to supply the demand,more vegeta-

hles could be used by the convicts,the soil being of a gravely nature

o+

requires considerably more manure than we 2t present are able to give i
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do sincerely promise and swear that I will be faithful and bear
true allegiance to His Majesty, King George V. as lawful Sovereign
of the United  Kingdom of  Great Britain and  Treland.
ol the British possessions beyond the seas, and of this Dominion of
(‘anada, dependent on and helonging to the said Kingdom, and that
1 will defend Him to the utmost of my power against all traitorous
conspiracies or attempts whatsoever, which shall be made against
His person, crown and dignity and that T will do my utmost
endeavour to disclose and make known to His Majesty, His
heirs.  or successors, all treasons  or  traitorous conspiracies
and attempts. which T shall know to be against Him o or any of
them:; and all this 1 do swear without any equivocation, mental
cvasion o secret reservation. So help me God

Sworn at the §
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British Columbia Penitentiavy | 4 ;/ i
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do promise and swear that 1 will faithfully, diligently, and
justly, serve and perform  the duties  assigned me as an officer
i the British - Columbia Penitentiary, to thebest of my abilities;
and that T will carefully olserve and carry out all the regulations
of the Penitentiary. So help me God. ’

Sworn at the
Dritish Columbia Penttentiary

this /’X}'j:i) ) _«'l;l,y of //;frc“‘”t,

R

Defore me S N

....................................................
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do sineerely promise and swear that 1 will he faithfol and bear
true allegiznee to His DMajesty, King George V. as lawful Sovereign
of the United Kingdom of  Great Pritain and  Ireland,
of the British poessions heyond the seis, aund of this Dominion of
Canada, dependent on and belonging to the said Kingdom, and that
1 will defend i to the atmost of my power against all traitorous
conspiracies or attempts whatsoever, which shall be made against
His person, crown and dignity and that I will do my utmost
cndeavour to disclose and make known to  This Majesty, 1is
heirs. or successors, all treasons  or traitorous conspiracies
and attempts. which I shall know to be against Him  or any of
them; and all this I do swear without any equivocation, mental
evasion or secret reservation. So help me God '

Sworn at the

British (‘'olnmbia Penitentiary

. A 4 .
t]usm_wr‘z g- day ()f/@'“‘/ /4§ /4

Before nie.

do promise and swear that L will taithfully, diligently, and
justly, serve and perform  the duties assigned me as an officer
e the British - Colambia Penitentiary, tothebest of my abilities;
and that T will carefully observe and carry outall the regulations
of the Penitentiary. So help me God.

Sworn af the
British Columbia Centtentiary

. o //, y v /.{f’
this 20 - day o!,&?&*f{ /94

Before me

P Py

A T T

/
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Tuesday,May 12th.1914; The British Columbian

Advices received today from Ottawa atate that the House of Commons
yesterday,third reading was given to a Bill providing for payment of
an annual pension of $500.00 to Mrs.Alice Joynson,widow of a guard

at the B.C.Penitentiary who was killed in the preformance of his duty.
Joynson met his death while opposing a daring attempt to escape on
the part of H.Wilson and Joseph Smith,convicts,on October 5th.1912,
The question of a pension was brought to the attention of the
government by Mr.J.D.Taylor for New Westminster.
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Friday May 29th.191k4; The British Columbian

Editorial; In answer to an article in the Vancouver Sun regarding
mismanagement in the B.C.Penitentiary.

The Penitentiary had a thorough inspection by a well qualified Officer
who came from Ottawa for that purpose.This Officer is not easy to
please as shown by the fact that his visit to other institutions

in the West on his way to British Columbia was followed immediately
by complaints regarding the re-organization of staffs there,but in
New Westminster no serious complaint from any quarter,either prisoner

or Officer and in every respect,the best managed in Canada.
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May 1st.1915.Annual report of Warden John C.Brown,B.C.Penitentiary

Sirs: I have the honour to submit my report for the year ending Harch
31st.1915 together with the usual financial and statistical statements.

I have for the first time the pleasure of reporting a substantial
decrease in prison population,the number in confinement at the close of
the year being three hundred and fourty nine whereas we had three hundred
seventy six when the year opened,two prisoners died during the year,

both from heart disease,one was in very poor health when admitted and

was speedly placed in hospital,the other collapsed when returning from
work,as he had not complained of an illness the coroner ordered a post
mortem examination to establish the cause of death,

There were no escapes or attempted escapes during the year.The condition
of the prison as to discipline has been fairly satisfactory,the number

of convicts punished was 20.5¢ of the total number in confinement

during the year.

Five acres have been added to our farm area during the year,a piece of
fairly good land in the outskirts of the reserve having been cleared,
drained and fenced ready for cultivation during the coming summer.

The non receipt of parts for the locking machinery ordered some time

ago will delay the completion of the new cell wing,but we hope to be

able to move into it within a few weeks as convicts are now in a temporary
cell block,Good progress has been made on the construction of the concrete
sewer along the course of the "Glen"stream,this work has given constant
employment to a large number of short term men who are allowed to work
outside the walled prison yard,and consequently the work of improving

the appearance of the approach to the prison building has not made much

progress,
Since my last report the officers have as a rule been falithful and

diligent in the discharge of their duties and the work of the prison
has been carried on with the minimum of friction during the year.

The Salvation Army Band of Vancouver kindly gave an open air concert
during the year which the inmates enjoyed very much,the behaviour of
the prisoners on the occasion was admirable,I have reason to believe

the moral effect was good.
I have the honour to be Sir,Your obedient Servant

John C,Brown Warden
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Annual report of the farm for the year ending March 31st.1915

B.C.Penitentiary, R.Dynes,Farm Instructor,

The root crop this year is exceptionally good and of plenty quality.

I hope to have enough potatoes to last until the new crop is ready for
use.

The new piggery,completed this year is a great improvement on the old

one and gives a good deal more room for our heard of swine.

Since my last report we have been clearing some of the blocks of land
belonging to the penitentiary at the back of the reserve and when finished
yill give about ten acres more good land for cultivating purposes.

I am sorry to say I had to kill one of our best horses this year on

account of his having an incurable disease.

R.Dynes,Farm Instructor
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Report of the Inspector of Penitentiaries for the Fiscal Year ending

3lst.March 1916,

Sir:

I have the honour to submit my report for the year ending WMarch 31st.

1916 with statistical and financial statements summarizing the work

of the year.

Again I am able to report a2 decrease in prison population, from three

hundred fourty nine in custody when the year opened to three hundred

thirty when it closed, three hundred twenty eight being within the walls

of the Penitentiary and the remaining two in the provincial mental

hospital.

The average daily population was three hundred thirty seven and a

fraction and the number punished for offences against prison discipline

was a2 fraction under 227 of 211 in custody during the year.

There have been no dezaths during the year and no escapes but two life

prisoners made an ingenious attempt to cut thelr way out of their cells

ous consequences might have ensued had not the attempt been detected

in time.

The five acres added to our farm during the previous year produced =2

fairly good crop,the prisoners confined in the temporary cell house

constucted in 1911-12 have been moved into the new wing of the vermenant

building,the south side of which has been completed.

The work of preparing the temporary cell house for use zas 2 lsundry,

tailer 2nd choe shops has begun, the deparitments named r i

extra space and the transfer will set free two large ro

indoor industries i1t mzy be found possible to establish.
is well =zadvanced and a2 great improvement
is canfidently anticipated.

nd faithful officers have been removed by

rial Guard G.McKenzle who had been in the service since

1883 and Industrial Guard R.Dynes whose zappointment was dated January

1st.1894,five others have left to do their bit,four as members of the

Canadian Expeditionary For and one as a munitions worker in Engzland.

ce
The Chaplins and the Salvation Army Officer in charge of prison work

2

have given all possible assistance in the matter.of careing and finding
work for discharged and paroled prisoners,and have had a gratifying

—~

manner of success.



The Salvation Army Band of Vancouver kindly came over again this year
and gave an open air concert which the prisoners greatly enjoyed.

I have the honour to be Sir;Your Obedient Servant,John C.Brown,Warden
The Protestant Chaplins report for the year 1916

the Chaplin has not varied from that
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During the past year the rk
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of past Joars there has b preaching of the word,visiting the sick
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and exorting and encourageing the well,in all these phases of the work
I have simply tried to do my duty,what the results may be I cannot
venture to predict.Among the letters I have received from discharged
men I would especially like to note one from far off Calcuta,it was the
kind of a letter that helps to cheer a chaplin in his somewhat discour-
azing work.

It was deenme sary to suspend the chapel services for two weeks
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ness,l am glad to say I have no deaths to
The

on account o ck
N 3
he Lords Supper was dispensed once during

\
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report.The sac t
year,the attendance was satisfactory and what is of more conseguence,
I think the 0

e attending this service was satisfactory,
Azain I have to thank Mr.lcle

ss the organist and Mr.Sampson the choir
leader for their unremitting efforts in connection with the choir.

A special musical service was held on Christmas morning,I am deeply
ebted to Mr.lMcNess and his friends for making this service a great
cess,l have to thank you and the staff generally for the kind co-
operation accorded me in the discharge of my duties.

Yours Respectfully Albert E.Bert Protestant Chaplin.

Report of the Roman Catholic Chaplin to the Warden.

(

I beg to submit the following report for the year ending March 31st,1916
depend almost

As I ha but recently beesn appointed Chaplin,I nust
entir 1ly on data furnished by my predecessor,Rev,L.Choinel for the
contents of this ;eport.@n April 1st.1915 there were one hundred eight
Catholic prisoners in the institution,on April 1st.1916 there were

nin ty three prisoners in the institution,services have been very

atisfactory 258 2 rule althouzh on one or two occasions some of the

convicts have been rather disorderly,I must say however that is in no

way due to the carelesnes of the guards.Il wish to thank vou for ths
courtesy you have always shown and to say that I have experlenced nothing

but courtesy and kindness during my short term as chaplin,may I express
the wish that this same feelinz will be continuad.I have the honour to

be, Your Humble Servant H.P.Bessette R.C.Chaplin
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Annual report for the farm,llarch 31st,1916, B,C.Penitentiary

Cwing to the resignation and death of the late farm instructor,lMr.R.
Dynes in January last,Il have been in charge since that date.

The crops,owing to the dry season effecting us on the side hill have

not been guite so heavy as in other years but we were able to produce all
the new vegetables required for consumption,with the acreage added by new
clearing we shall be in a better condition in the future.

The piggery has done well,and we have supplied all the pork needed by

the institution and have a good stock of pigs on hand.

I must again draw your attention to the necessity of heavy manureing

as the ground is washed out every season by the heavy rains prevalent

on this coast.
Your obedient servant, Arthur J.Christmas Farm Instructor
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Wardens annual report for March 31st.1917

Not withstanding the comparitive failure of the oat crop,common all over
1

T
trict,the farm has had a2 successful year,the roots and zarden
vezetables were very good,the potatoe cro th
r of the Penitentiary and the piggery zlso had 2 successful year,
partly because of large crops and partly bec in
prison population we had a considerable surplus o or
for sale and also s fair guantity of garden vegetables.
% one on steadily during
211 the
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The boom times of 1912-13 largely increased the population of the
nce and the depression which followed left it with 2 strande:
1

; o
us un=ble to find employment and equally unable to return o

istant homes.

1
0f these when war came,

which leads so many int
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Only one officer of the Penitentiary enlisted during the yzar but the

up contributions to the patriotic and other

o
o

staff generallvhas key
ty and liberality.
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U
war funds with commendable regular
r

There were two deaths during the yesar,both from tuberculosis,one a

fedo

i
Chinaman,wsas sent to the hospital 2lmost immediately after he was recelved,

e
the other an Indian contracted the disease while in prison.
ere was one temporary escape,a prisoner working on the outskirts of
the reserve ran away and was not recaptured for several hours,

systen was in use during a considerable part of the

The Salvation icer in charze of that branch of the Army's work
continuss faithfully and successfully to look after the interests of
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Monday, August 27, 1917 British Columbian
WARDEN'S HOUSE BROKEN INTO:

David Johnston, a halfbreed with a prison record was this
morning committed for trial by Acting Magistrate Whiteside on
a charge of breaking and entering, and a separate charge of
assault with intent. He is alleged to have broken into the
Warden's residence at the Penitentiary with which he was well

acquainted while a trusty there.

Mr. Brown who was on the point of retiring put a pistol in

the pocket of his dressing gown and proceeded down stailrs.

Opening the door of the kitchen he first observed a pile of
broken glass on the floor, then he saw the form of a man
wearing what he thought at first were cricketting flannel

trousers. The man arose and came towards Mr. Brown silently

and menacingly.

Mr. Brown ordered him to halt or he would shoot, but the man
came on. Unwilling to kill him, and fearing the result of a
hand to hand encounter, Mr. Brown backed out through the door
by which he had entered the kitchen and locked it. Then he
telephoned for the Police who were quickly on the spot. By
that time, however, the man had disappeared, and a minute

~

search of the premises failed to discover him.
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Johnston has had a checkered career. He served a term of two
years in the Penitentiary for housebreaking at Harrison

Mills, and a term of six months for deserting from the 131lst

Battalion.

After that experience he sailed on a ship for the Orient
where he visited Borneo, he had only recently returned from

the far East.

71l
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Friday, August 31, 1917 British Columbian

PLEADS GUILTY IN COUNTY COURT:

David Johnston, ex-convict and deserter, pleaded guilty this
afternoon in county court to a charge of breaking and
entering the dwelling of Mr. J.C. Brown, Warden of the
Penitentiary, last Saturday night and was sentenced by His

Honour, Judge Howay to 18 months hard labour.

Johnston is a halfbreed and claims to have been drunk on
Saturday night, and not to have known what he was doing when
he got into the Warden's house, although no evidence was
adduced at the preliminary hearing to show that he was under

the influence of intoxicants.
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Chaplins ané School Instructors report z year of guiet useful work,
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seventeen prisoners were treated in hospltal and there were seven
hundred twenty seven dlspensary treatments,nearly half of them for

B ~ 2y N o :
From +the farm we cold $2000.00 worth of pork and £1400,.00 worth of
: 1 ~ T ~ e - am -3 2 ~ ~A £ - )
potatoes and other vezeitables after providing ample for prilson

the veszr =2nd one was drafted making = total of sixteen who have zons
verseas since the war began,z2s a conseguence,of the guards and
watcohmen now empnloyved,?70% are temporary officers,this to some extent
air o
1ts this

I b T.T N ]
J.C.Brown Warden
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Tuesday, August 6, 1918 British Columbian
THE PENITENTIARY ASKS ATTENTION:

A request has been sent to Ottawa by Mr. W.G. McQuarrie, Mem-
ber of Parliament that authority be given to the Honourable
T.W. Crothers, Minister of Labour, to visit New Westminster
for the purpose of discussing with the temporary employees of
the Penitentiary the working conditions under which they are
working. As in the case of the Post Office the situation of
these men has been aggravated by the unexplained delay in
administering the conditions made for them at the last ses-
sion of Parliament, and the absence of any assurance they are

to be sharers in the War Bonus by Parliament.

The administration of this bonus 1s left as a matter of
necessity to the discretion of the head officers of the vari-
ous departments. Last year direct assurance was sent to tem-
porary employees of the Penitentiary that they would share in
the money when divided, but this year they have received no
message, and an uneasy impression has been created by the
fact that notice calling for men, placed by the Warden in the
Post Office in this city, was ordered to be withdrawn because

it mentioned salary $950.00 where as the rebuking order from
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Ottawa stated the salary is $800.00, the difference is the
bonus voted by Parliament. Even with the bonus the pay of
these men would be small compared with prevailing rates in
other employment, and the hours are very long. There are
about fourteen so-called temporary employees, mainly taking
the places of regular guards absent on military duty. Some

of these are themselves returned soldiers.

Recognizing the great responsibility of their positions,
these men are trying to secure by negotiation the attention
which they think should bring redress, but the department
proves so difficult to deal with that some of the guards may
have to seek more profitable employment before any settlement

is arrived at.
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Vardens annual report,British Columbla Penitentiary,1910
J.C.Brown Warden

Te decrease in population is continued,there were in custody when the

U
vear closed one hundred fourty eight as against one hundred sixty one

(]
=
[$))
}.._
J—
N ey
[©)
g
iy
A
~
[©]
Q

the pricon on the 18th.of

in
Dacember and caused five deaths,the total number of cases amonz the
rrisoners was eighty four,this largely increased the per capita cost of
druzs which was $1.61 for the year,there were in 2ll one hundred hospltal
case cases were eight hundr ghty eight,twelve officers

were laid up with the disease throwing extra w
Deputy Warden,Chief ¥Xeeper and Hospital Nurse were the men who upon the
weizht of the burden fell and their efficient handling of the situation

ilitary service volunteered as nurses when the disease broke
ered zood service during 1ts continueance, there were no
seccidents and no escapes,the epidemic of course,delayed ordinary prison
ork ,particularly in the construction of the new kitchen and hosnital

building and the cutting down of
2

om YVancouver under the leadership of thelirmy's

sreatly enjoyed and
00d conduct which I have noted apove. ]
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