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29th.July 1871 Mainland Guardian

In the case of the Penitentiary,it would simply be a useless waste of
public money to place it near Victoria,setting aside the additional cost

of maintaining prisoners in the place,the expense of conveying criminals
from the extreme points of British Columbia would entail a heavy expense

on the public finance and necessitate a large increase in the number of
officers connected with our police and gaols.

The penitentiary,if not placed somewhere in the lower Fraser Valley,which
we thimk would be most conductive to economy,must not be higher up than
Lytton so as to be within a reasonable distance of the centre of population
which the great majority of criminals are likely to be sent.

At the present time a man can reserve without difficulty the most
convenient locality and in such sufficient quantities as will enable the
authorities to turn the labor of the conviets to account in producing
articles within the prison limits which would go Tar to maintaining the
inmates in the more bulky portions of food,

It will be an act of supposition for us %o enlarge upon this system of
the state of the prisons,the modus operandi is perfectly

conduct in
by the Canadian Authorities,who have reduced the managements of

understood
these necessary institutions to a science.
Our suggestions are merely in relation to the site,and at the present

moment the solution of that question will be a few years hence.
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27th.May 1874:

The plans for the British Columbia Penitentiary may be seen in

New Westminster in Mr.Pearsons office.

The plans are very elaboratly gotten up,when completed, the building
will be a handsome structure ,the front will be stone backed with
brick,the length of the entire building will be 170 ft.

Officers quarters are 68 ft.by 43 ft.4 ins. There will be three
tiers of cells,the building will be three storys in height with

an attic.

The brick cells, 60 in number,will have wooden floors with brick and
concrete beneath.

Female and Male prisoners will be kept seperate,a gallery supported
by iron brackets will run around each tier to allow inspection
andcommunication with the prisoners.

In the basement an engine and boiler for ventilating purposes

will be stationed and a ventilating shaft will run entirely

through the building.

Note:

The A/M building would be later known as the Main Hall and be
numbered B4,

The third floor would house in turn the shoe shop,school room and
in the 1950*s would be renovated to accomodate the Pyschratic
Department.

The second floor would become the Prison Hospital with its operating
room,X-Ray room and Hospital cells,

The first floor would have the Deputy Wardens Office,Chief Keepers
office,Barber Shop,Dentist and Dental Technician,Armouries and

the Penitentiary Employees Credit Union.

The basement would accomodate the Reception and Discharge,Photo
Studio,storage for inmates effects and the Supervisor of
Institutional Services office. k

Many changes were made in this building over the years,both in the

interior and the exterior.



227

September 6th.1874 The Colonist

Our contempary at the Mainland Guardian says those who have
tendered for the Penitentiary have a grievance in as much as they
have been kept in suspense for more than a month and their deposit
money locked up.They unquestionably have a veritable grievance,
to be kept on the stretch of suspense,afraid to undertake another
contract because of expecting that gigantic one,and to have
nearly $8000.00 in deposit money locked up in the bank for some
six weeks 1is'nt pleasant.We feel at a loss to account for such a
protracted delay,unless on the grounds that the tenders have
overtopped the appropriation and a cutting down process has been
resorted to,even then one would think there would have been some
information that would have relieved the tension of suspense and
release the deposit money to all,save the successful bidder.

We understand that steps will be taken at onee ,taken for the

purpose of ascertaining how matters stand



16th,September 1874 The Colonist

We are in a position to state that the contract for building the
Penitentiary at New Westminster had been let and that instructions
left Ottawa some days ago for this province.

Work will be commenced about the lst.and pushed ahead as rapidly
as the circumstances and the weather will allow.

Mr.Kirkland of New Westminster,a most competent andreliable man
has been appointed clerk of theworks which will require about

two and a half years to complete and will give employment to a

large number of mechanics.



17th.0ctober, 1874 The Mainland Guardian

It will be remembere

229

that the subject of a penitentiary first was

d
finally determined early last year when one of our representitives,ilr.
h

Cunningham brought the
Pearson,the Dominion Ag
and laid out the site.The plans were to all appearances complete
architects office last April and upon them no doubt, tenders were
for by advertisement,on the strength of such initiatory steps an

matter before the MacDonald administration,Mr.

ent of Lands and Works Depariment came up here

at the
called

appropriation of $50,000.00 to be expendible this year was awarded,.

Tenders
required from tenders,a deposit of 5% on the agzgregate amount of the
contract complied with,
Althouzh the tendsrs were opened early last month nothing has been heard

0
in relation to the award and the tendesrers are

i
in their interest on their deposit as a consequence

were duly sent into the department at Cttawa,and the conditions

suffering considerable



30th.October 1874:

Victoria,Daily Colonist.

I feel very much surprised at the insinuations thrown in the
Standard of yesterday in reference to the Penitentiary for

blaming the Minister in Ottawa for the delay,now to those aquainted
with the facts of the case they are known to be entirely different,
a great amount of blame is to be attached to the resident engineer,
not being satisfied with delaying the job as long as he could when
he received positive instructions to complete the arrangements
made in Ottawa he raised some quibble of his own for further
posponement,he reminds me of the Admiralty in London sending to
Margate to have the Lighthouse whitewashed,but the commissioners
held a meeting ,they could not go along with the work because the

colour was not mentioned.
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lst.November 1874 The Colonist

The contracts were signed yesterday by Kinsman and Styles whose
Tender was the only one to reach Ottawa on the date fixed for
opening of tenders.

Another tender was sent from the province but did not arrive on
time.No tenders were sent in from persons residsnt in other
provinces,the policy of the Dominion Government being to give
public works here to partys residing in British Columbia.
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7th,November 1874 WMainland Guardian

The Peniltentiary;

The contracts were signed yesterday by Kinsman and Styles whose tender

was the only one to reach Ottawa on the dayv fixed for the opening of the
o/ 2

tenders.
Another tender was sent from this province but did not arrive in time,

No tenders were sent from persons resident in other provinces,the policy
of the Dominion Governmant being to give public works here to partys

residinz in British Columbiaza.



50 233

10th.December 1874 Mainland Guardian

The Penitentiary;

lMrss.Kinsman and Styles have about ten men at work excavating for the
foundation and cuttinz drains,others are preparing the stone required
for the foundation walls so that considerable progress will be made by

the spring when an additional force of men will be engaged in the work.
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9th.January 1875
The British Columbia Penitentiary.

Excavation for the foundations are progressing favourably under
the personal superintendence of Mr.Kinsman.Mr Styles is pushing
the work at the gquarry and already there is a large quantity of
stone laying ready for shipment,preparations for receiving this
are being made at New Westminster.

It is probable that the works will have made sufficient progress
to admit of the foundation stone being laid about the end of

February.
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11th.April 1875 The Colonist

A portable steam engine and boller and other machinery for use
of Muirhead and Mann on the Penitentiary works was brought up

on the Pacific,

Mssrs.Kinsman and Styles have arranged their steam hoisting gear
and laid a tramway from the Wharf to the Penitentiary site in
ten hours.One day last week they raised L50 barrels of lime.
Almost all other materials required in the construction of this

building will be raised by this gear.
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6th.June 1875 The Colonist

The Chief Inspector of Prisons for the Dominion has issued this
report from which appears the folowing inclusion to our Province.
In British Columbia no Penitentiary has been yet established, the
building is in the course of construction,meanwhile the Dominion
Government has entered intc arrangements with the local Authorities
for the maintenance of convicts in Victoria and New Westminster at
a charge of $0.75 each per diem,the amount appropiated for the
maintenance of convicts in this province for the current Fiscal
Year was $10,660.00,the same sum is asked for 1876-77.
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10th.June,1875 Mainland Guardian

The Penitentiary;

This important public structure now being erected by the Dominion
Government is naturally looked upon with with some interest by our
politicions because the presence in the community enhances the value

of adjacent property and creates a vital fact for the locality.

A few days ago we went up to Sapperton to see the progress made with the
building and were agreeably surprised to find an outer wzll of the main
building,entirely of stone,had reached the whole way around the height of
the first story,a portion had attained the second story,we were then able
to judge of the plans and the substantial character of the building,which
is probably quite equal to any requirements for detaining the most
dangerous criminals.

We should give here a detailed description of the building but we have the
intention of returning to the subject another day when the building being
near completion our readers will be better able to follow up on our
description.

We may however say that the building so far is as promised.The larzge slabs
obtained from Nanaimo appear to be of the finest quality and the most
durable rock,but of course the Nanaimo name is only used for sills and
openings,The walls are for the most part of granite,faced in the vicinity.



238
476

January 31st.1876 Ottawa
British Columbia Penitentiary

The New Penitentiary for this Province will soon be completed.

It is possible,however,that convicts will not be moved there before the
first of next July,They are still confined in jails of Victoria and New
Westminster.According to your: instruction every possible information is
being collected that may prove useful with the opening and organization
of the New institution.

Permit me,Sir,in closing this report,to thank you personally for the
uniform courtesy and kindness which I have received at your hands when-
ever I had occasion to meet you in my official capacity.l have the honour

to be,sir,your obedient servant,

J.G.Moylan



June 2nd.1876 The Colonist

As we hear of the rapid approach of the Penitentiary building towards
completion we experience a feeling of satisfaction because when the
criminals show up and are gathered beneath that roof,the demoralizing
spectacle of the gangs of convicts marching through our public streets
on the way to and from work,guarded by armed men,and their steps keeping
pace with the horrid clank,clank,clank of their chains will be over.
The present system of utilizing convict labor was introduced in 1859,

A number of sturdy prisoners are confined in our Victoria Goal, the
receptacle for prisoners from all parts of the Island and the Mainland,
These men have nothing to do save a lot of mischief and invent plans
to make their escape,for satan finds some mischief for 2ll idle hands
to do.

Several breaks of convicts occured,some get clear away,others were
recaptured after stout resistance.One Sunday evening a most audicious
plot for a general goal delivery without the aid of the Assize Court
was all but successful,the Goaler was about to place the convicts in
the cells for the night,he had a revolver in a belt strapped to his
waist,a bunch of keys in his hand,he placed a key in one of the cell
doors and beckoned a convict to enter,at that moment a dozen convicts
closed around him,some took the revolver from its sheath,¢thers

pushed him into a cell and locked him up.

Only one of the criminals got away,he scaled a fence at the rear of

the Goal,dropped from the top into Langley street and ran off.

He was recaptured the same night under a house.

If the Penltentiary were not well under way we would deem it our duty
to call all citizens to take some steps to give a very decided expression
of opinion on the subject.Under the circumstances it would be as well
to let bad enough alone,but prepare to relieve any attempt by the

city government to apply the system to offenders from the municipal

laws.,.
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26th.October 1876 The Colonist

This handsome and substantial structure near New Westminster City is
now at the point of completion,it contains 67 cells which were alloted
to males and 12 to females,the cells are 8 ft.long and 4 ft.in width,
they are lined with brick and between every course of brick are two
courses of hoop iron,thus a prisoner might remove all his bricks only
to find himself in an iron cage.

There are also 5 cells reserved for special punishment and so constructed
so that the dreaded penance of solitary confinement not a voice can be
heard by the inmate nor a human form sSeen,the structure also contains
two chapels,each of which is devided into male and female portions.

On the same floor are the Chaplins appartments and the Wardens rooms.
On the main floor is the guard room where the prisoners are received,
in the rear of the building,approaching the front or grand entrance,
exclusively for officials and prisoners.

There are some very fine apartments including a Wardens parlor and
dining room with a spacious vestibule.

Wardens,Deputy Wardens and Accountants offices,0fficers Mess room and
all the necessary outhouses,offices etc.

The building has been provided with the most modern appliances for

use in the case of fire,and is supplied with 2 flow of water and
powerful force pumps,exterior walls are two feet thick,built by
excellent Newcastle stone znd in every way the building reflects great
credit on the contractors,Msrs.Kinsman and Styles.

The carpenter work has been executed by Muirhead and Mann who have also
constructed their portion of the building in a most praiseworthy and
accurate manner,

Mr.John Kirkland has acted as clerk of the works and has filled an

arduous office most satisfactorily.
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27th.Cctober, 1877 ilainland Guardian

The Penitentiary;

The fires are kept constantly burning throughout the building,subject
we presume is to prepare it for the arrival of guests,we are not
recommending it as a residence to the general public.

When we say that the building has been buillt regardless of expense and
its most modern ornamentation is given place to strength,we don't think

toothbrushes are likely to be found chainsd to the wall,the chains

probably will be used for a different purpose,but this we know,that

every presentation will be made at site for the general safety.
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Official
Name Number Sentence Nationality
Ah Tchook 1 7 years China
John Brown 2 10 years Portugal
Leo 3 14 years B.C.
John Steele L 15 years Ireland
John Hart 5 5 years England
Peter Adair 6 1L years Scotland
Baptiste Tomas 7 6 years U.S. A.
James Brown 8 10 years Canada
Charlie Brading 9 L years Holland
Antony Simmons 10 7 years West Indies
Fredrick Harrison 11 5 years England
Jim 12 2 years B.C.
Louie 13 2 years B.C.
Ah Kew 14 3 years China
Ah Nee 15 3 years China
Ah Took 16 2 years China
John Dawdry 17 5 years England
John Elliot 18 3 Years B.C.
John Jerdan 19 15 years Ireland
Edward Morgan 20 3 years U.S.A.
James Kelly 21 3 years Ireland
Agustus Dwsey 22 2 years France
Josephe Flacke 23 2 years England

The above listed convicts were the first admitted to the B.C.
Penitentiary on the 28th.and 29th.September 1878.

It is noted that the majority of sentences were handed down by Sir
Mathew Begbie,the famous hanging judge.

Leo # 3 died in September 1879

Peter Adair # 6 was pardoned October 1882

James Brown # 8 escaped May 1881,
The above mentioned convicts were received from Provincial Gaols in

Victoria and New Westminster.
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Report for the British Columbia. Penitentiary of 1880,Sessiona}l Paper
Number 17.

This institution was opened by me for the reception of convicts on the 28th.
of September,1878. On the morning of that day I left Victoria, Vancouver
Island,accompanied by the Warden,Mr.Arthur H.McBride;the Chief Keeper,Mr,
James Fitzsimmons,late of Kingston Penitentiary,Mr.W.H.Falding,Accountant,
Mr.W.F.,Bullen, Acting Steward,and two guards having in charge twelve convicts
who have been handed over to the custody of the warden,by Thomas Harris Esq,
sheriff of Victoria,The Hﬁdson Bay Company steamer landed the prisoners

the same evening,at the Penitentiary Wharf on the Fraser River,where they
were immediately conveyed to their future quarters,supper and the necessary

change of clothing having been provided for them.

The following day eleven more convicts were received from the gaol at
New Westminster,thus making a total of twenty three as criminal occupants
of the new penitentiary,on the Pacific Coast at its first opening.

The following are the officers of the higher grades;

A.H.McBride,Warden
Rev.E.M,J.Horris,Acting Catholic Chaplin

Ree.Mr,Baskett,Acting Protestant Chaplin
C.Newland Trew,M.D.,Surgeon

W.H.Falding, Accountant and Storekeeper
W.F.Bullen, Acting Steward

I remained nearly a month at New Westminster assisting and directing the
Warden in the work of organization.As briefly mentioned in my last report

the building was handed over by the representitive of the Department of

Public Works in a very

L77 A
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477 A

defeétive condition. The state of moisture in the range of
cells and several other apartments in the basement, owing to
the want of drainage, the insecurity of the windows of the
cell and other doors, the uselessness of the baths, water
closets and sinks on account of their not being in working
order, the shrinkage in the flooring of the upper rooms, the
wainscotting and doors by reason of the unseasoned lumber used,
the wretched and insufficient preparations for heating, the
nakedness of every office as regards furniture, all went to
prove that the supervision exercised over the building when

in the course of construction was, to use a mild term, lax.

The memoranda of the Resident Engineer, Mr. W. B. Pearse, 1n a
reply to my report on the state of the building along with a
report of the examination of the premises made by the Warden
and Chief Keeper, not to speak of two distinct reports of the
Assistant Inspector on the subject, established beyond question
that the penitentiary was received from the contractors by the
officer of the Public Works with all the faults and drawbacks
enumerated and more too. It is not in the spirit of fault-
finding that I refer to these matters. I would rather praise
than censure but at the discharge of my duties to you, sir, and
to the public, I feel myself called upon to report in general
terms upon the imperfect and unfinished state in which the

building was transferred into the Department of Justice.
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The benitentiary at Stony Mountain had been delivered over to

us about twenty months previous to the inauguration of this one
and it is well known in this Department and in that of the Public
Works, what trouble and money have been expended in repairing

the defects and rectifying the blunders of the contractors.

When Mr. Pearse had his attention called to the several matters
above stated and had seen and examined what was necessary to be
done to provide for the comfort, health and security of the in-
mates, he addressed himself promptly to the task of making such
improvements as he deemed essential. Indeed, it is but an act
of justice to Mr. Pearse to say that he evinced an anxious
desire to do whatever he could to make amends for the careless-
ness of the contractors, by trying to remedy the many glaring
defects which he himself had seen and admitted to exist. I
have learnt from the Assistant Inspector and the Warden that
most of the improvements required have been made since, chiefly

by convict labour.

The upper storey of the main building was left in a completely
unfinished state. It had been used for the storage of an

immense number of double or weather windows which are not
required in this climate, a fact which must have been well

known to the architect in charge of the construction. I caused
this attic flat to be partitioned into rooms, lathed and plastered
for the married officers. The penitentiary being in an isolated

locality nearly two miles from New Westminster I judged it
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necessary for security to have as many officers as possible
accommodated with quarters in and near the prison. On this
account I ordered these rooms to be prepared, which was done by

convict labour and at a small money outlay.

In reference to the accommodation for the staff it may be well

to state that the Warden informed me upon the authority of the
Resident Engineer that the old Government House and grounds are
included in the penitentiary reserve. This being the case the
position of the premises should be surrendered to this Department
by the Minister of Public Works pursuant to Section 15 of the
Penitentiary Act, "It is inconvenient and irregular for any
person not connécted officially with the institution to occupy

any portion of the penitentiary property".

This is peculiarly the case in reference to the old Government
House which would answer as a suitable residence for the Warden
while the outlying buildings would furnish quarters for married
officers. 1In this way the entire staff would be lodged in the
immediate vicinity of the penitentiary and be within easy call
should any emergency arise for their services on short notice.
Either this arrangement must be effected or it will be absolutely
necessary for the government to provide a sufficient number of
cottages for the officers married and single, because the rooms
not occupied by the latter in the penitentiarj‘will at no distant

day be wanted for other purposes. 1In order then that no outside
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party or parties should have possession of any house or tene-
ment or other portion of the penitentiary property contrary to
the spirit of the law and to provide better and more suitable
accommodation for the officers of the institution I beg to
recommend that you will urge the Minister of Public Works to
grant the application, already made by this Department, for the
immediate possession of the o0ld Government House and grounds.
The objection which has been made to the surrender of this por-
tion of the reserve to the penitentiary on the score of its
being required as a picnic ground for the citizens of New
Westminster, should not, I respectfully submit, be entertained.
On the contrary such a demand furnishes all the stronger ground
for occupancy by the penitentiary of the Government House and
grounds. It needs no argument to show how incongruous, how
repugnant to good taste leaving aside the incentives to the
breach of discipline and escape it were to have games, music,
dancing and other amusements with all the attendant boisterous

mirth within easy earshot of convicts undergoing their allotted

punishment.

The Government House and grounds being part of the reserve and
within five hundred yards of the penitentiary, the prisoners
following their daily labours are near enough to hear and see
what would pass at a picnic. There is no benevolence, no phil-
anthropy in this picnic project. Were it entertained and advo-

cated with the full knowledge of the pangs of misery and envy
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which the merry laugh, the gladsome shout and the enjoyment by
the picnickers of the good things provided would excite in the
breasts of their hapless fellow beings nearby, it were not too
much to say that the proposition involves a strange degree of
selfishness, nay, anyway, a heartlessness. It is therefore but
fair to assume that those who clamour for the picnic ground
almost at the very door of the penitentiary and within sight and
hearing of the unfortunate convicts are acting without reflection
and that they will, upon knowing what their demand involves,

forego a claim which none but the thoughtless would urge.

A portion of the river front including the penitentiary reserve
was leased by the time the building was finished to a salmon
canning firm. In doing this a great error was committed. The
trifling amount annually received as rent does not go far to com-
pensate for the great disadvantage which the penitentiary admin-
istration suffers from having such objectionable neighbours in
the numbers of Chinese and Indians employed at the cannery. 1In
this instance as in that of the selecting of the site of the
Manitoba Penitentiary, the Department of Justice should have been
consulted. From what I saw on the spot as from what I have since
learned from the proper officers I strongly recommend that the
lease be set aside. TIf this can be done under the Act or by any
other process of law, it must be evident from the contiguity of
the penitentiary to the river where boats are lying everywhere
under the banks and from the fact that part of the reserve is a

boundless and almost impenetrable forest, a wall enclosing at
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least ten acres is of paramount necessity. I believe stone that
would answer for it can be obtained on the reserve. It could be
built by convict labour under a competent instructor appointed
by the Minister of Public Works. Application has been made to
the Department of Public Works to include a sufficient amount

in their estimates to meet the necessary expense in building this

wall.

The grounds around the penitentiary have been so far cleared and
improved that seven acres were under cultivation last summer.
The crops were reported as fair. It is expected that ten acres
more will be ready for seeding next spring. The practical know-
ledge of farming, draining and fencing possessed by the Chief
Keeper, Mr. James Fitzsimmons, along with his great experience

in regard to the rules and discipline have been most valuable.

I cheerfully concur in recommendations which have been already
made to you in favour of an increase to his salary and of having

his rank changed to that of Deputy Warden.

In consequence of the enormously high rate of living in British
Columbia I reported when there upon the expediency of revising
the salaries of all the officers with a view to an increase.

I am still of the same opinion on this subject. In fact, it has
been strengthened by information obtained sinéé that time. It

is all-important at such a great a distance to have men of good

character and proper qualifications as penitentiary officers.
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It is mistaken economy not to grant the salaries which will

induce such men to remain in the service.

And here I would beg in a special manner to call your attention
to the exceedingly small salaries paid to the Chaplains of

this and Manitoba Penitentiary. It would hardly pay horse hire
and the wear and tear of their clothes in the government service
and yet their duties are quite as onerous, equally responsible,
and occupy as much of their time as those performed by the
Chaplains of the two smaller penitentiaries at St. John and

Halifax.

In connection with the salaries of the Chaplains of the Manitoba
and British Columbia penitentiaries it must be borne in mind
that clergymen are not so numerous comparatively as they are

in the older provinces and their duties are more of a missionary
character and their services are accordingly enhanced in value
over those performed where clergymen abound and where they have
a fixed and limited mission. Under all the circumstances I
recommend that the salaries of the Chaplains of the two peniten-
tiaries at Stony Mountain and New Westminster be placed on the

same level as those at St. John and Halifax.

I am informed by the Assistant Inspector that the administration
in all its details is satisfactorily conducted by the Warden,
ably assisted by the Chief Keeper. The conduct of the other

officers and the general discipline is represented to be very
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good.The’school is recorded to be indifferently organized and taught since
the resignation of the Acting Steward,Mr.Bullen,who acted as schoolmaster.
Steps are being taken to render it as beneficial as in the other institut-
ions.The library being yet in embryo I would earnestly bespeak a

liveral grant for the purchase of books,the advantage of which to the poor

convict cannot be exaggerated.
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27th.February,1879 Mainland Guardian

A Magic Lantern at the Penitentiary;

Archdeacon Woods gave an exibition of the dissolving views at the
Penitentiary on Wednesday nizht.

This may be intended as a great kindness to the prisoners but we conceive
it to ba a mistake.

The penitentiary is intended as 2 place of punishment.

When so much privation exists among the honest poor,it looks very queer
that these well fed rascals should be amused with =2 magic lantern.
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J.G.Moylan,Inspector of Penitentiaries report on the B.C.Penitentiary
30th.June,1878~from the GColonist dated 11lth.May 1879

This penitentiary has been built on precisely the same plan as the one

in Manitoba,a sad mistake was made in selecting the site for the building,
it should have been placed on the table land instead of the side hill
where it serves as a dam to impede the progress of the water which in

the rainy season perculates the gravely soil in volume, the consequence

is the walls and the foundation and in the several apartments in the
basement including a range of cells are so saturated with moisture the

plaster has become dead and must be replaced.
efects noticed in the Manitobsa Penitentiary are still worse in this

The d
institution,here likewise an engine of furnace room is likely to be =
useless appendage for some time to come as there are no appliances leading
to it for the heating.All the stove pipes from the prison proper and the
drying room lead into one narrow chimney, the only one provided for all

the stoves required to heat the corridors surrounding the cells, the

basement dormitory and the drying room,this solitary chimney not being
of sufficlient capacity, there remains the alternative of discomfort plom
blinding smoke or the plerceing cold,
The brickwork in the interior is of the worst description not haveing

r

in the sun,the bricks are mouldine alread .
(&)

-~

ally of unseasoned

e

!

The flooring,doors,sub-bases and woodwork are cene
timber,the shrinkage is so great that it will be neces sary to either
replace the flooring to a lars ge extent or take it up and relay it anew,
the tonzue has so far parted from the grove as to render the use of soap

and water for scrubbing purposes,a process not to be attempted unless to

the irrepairable damage to the ceilings underneath.A large number of
windows in the building to which the convicts have access have been left
unprovided with iron bars to prevent escape, those windows that have been
protected are very insecure because the bars have been inserted in the
wood.A board fence of sufficient height and strength to prevent escapes
encloseing about six acres will be required until 4 permenant boundry

boundry wall be built.
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An appropriation has been asked for from the department of public works

in the next estimates for workshops,quarters for married officers and
proper heating and draining of the building and improvement of the grounds
within the penitentiary reserve.

Mr.Arthur H.lcBride was appointed warden of this penitentisry in June

last. (June 1878).
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DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 17 April 1880

Return #152 to an order of the House of Commons dated 21 April 1879

for copies.

1. Of all papers and documents including specifications relating to the
construction of the British Columbia Penitentiary from November 1874 to

September 1878.

2. Minutes made by the Inspector of Penitentiaries on his visit of

inspection on September last.

3. The amount paid by Mr. J. Kirkland, late Inspector of the building for
taking care of the Penitentiary from December 1st, 1876 to September 27th,

1878.
4. A detailed statement of prices paid Mr. James Cunningham of New West-
minster for stoves etc from completion of building in November 1876 to

first of January 1879.

5. The leasing of water frontage of Penitentiary grounds to Mr. Cunnigham

and Holbrook for ish curing purposes for a term of ten years.

By command of J. C. Atkins,
Secretary of State

(In accordance with the recommendation of the joint committee on printing

the above return is not printed.)
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B. C. PENITENTIARY, 30 June 1880.
ARTHUR H. McBRIDE, WARDEN

There remained in this Penitentiary 30 June 1879: 30 convicts
Received since from common gaols: 40
Discharged during year by expiration of sentence: 3
by Death: 2
by Escape: 2
Left remaining in this Penitentiary Midnight, 30 June 1880: 33 convicts.

In the last year the men have been employed clearing land, taking out stumps,
blasting rocks and generally preparing for a farm. A crop of vegetables was
grown last season, which has fully met the requirements of the Penitentiary

for the whole year, both for food and seed and left a small surplus which has

been sold.

The carpenters have been employed fending and doing repairs to the building.
A lot of old buildings erected by the Engineers have been collected and re-

paired and now form a good stable and barn.

There still exists a great necessity for a large workshop where the men might
be employed in wet weather as during an average of three months a year the

rain interfers with outside labour and much time is lost.

There have been five attempts at escape during the year. Two of which were

sucessful, the other three were brought back by the guards.

The Babcock Fire Extinguisher as sent by the Public Works Department have
supplied a much felt want. I have also received from the Department six

~

hundred feet of hose for use in the Penitentiary.

It would be a great convenience if quarters were built for the married officers.

The Steward resides in town about a mile and a half from the Penitentiary. The
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houses occupied by the two married guards are in wretched condition. One of
them is a small detached building belonging to the old government house. It
was eold and uncomfortable last winter and not worth repairing. A short dist-
ance from the Penitentiary there is a suitable piece of ground for building

the necessary houses and the work can be done entirely by convict labour.

On the 29th April last, I received from Mr. Pearce, resident Engineer, a
telegram requesting to know who occupied the government house and if I was
receiving rent for it in the account of the Penitentiary. It was then and is
yet without a tenant. The grounds were left open tothe public, consequently
the place was being destroyed so I have taken upon myself to nail up a large
gate which opens on to the public road. Although since answering Mr. Pearce's
message I have heard no more about the affair, the back gate opens onto
Penitentiary grounds which is this year under crop and by having a large gate
left open our whole crop would be in danger of being destroyed by cattle as

the fences around government house are very old and insecure.

The general behaviour of the convicts during the year has not been so good as

I wouldbdesire, owing to the class of men being received at that time being of
a worse order than usual. Still discipline has been well carried out for which
I have many reasons to thank Mr. James Fitzsimmons, late Chief Keeper, now
Deputy Warden. He is thoroughly practical and experienced in every branch of

the Department that has come under his care.

I have the honour to be Sir:

Your Obedient servant,

Arthur H. McBride N
Warden
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June 30th.1880

Report of the Minister of Justice on Federal Penitentiaries issued

for the year ending 30th.June 1880.

The report of the assistant Inspector and Warden concurred in representing
the conduct of the convicts as unsatisfactory during the year,

The Warden attributes the falling off to the bad character of the
convicts who have been admitted since the beginning of the year, this

is rather a strange state of affairs,I would be very reluctant to cast
a reflection on any officer without being fully satisfied of his
compatibility,yet I cannot shut my eyes to the probable fact that there
must have been some laxity in enforcing observence of the rules and
regulations,some want of administration ability when it is found
necessary to report that thirty three convicts cannot be kept in

order by the Warden and his staff.

I am ready to admit that the want of a fence and the consequent
temptation to escape are circumstances,calculated to keep convicts

in a continuous state of excitement and to withdraw their minds from
the proper performance of their alloted duties when side by side with
the temptation of outside locks and bars. ‘

But never the less I cannot divest myself of the belief that the proper
display of judgement and firmness in dealing with any bad or unruly
characters among the convicts must have produced good results.

It might be well,after two years since the opening of this Penitentiary
1f a visit by the Inspector were to be made to examine into its working
and seeing what way the administration may be improved or altered.

The Assistant Inspector and the Warden speak in high terms of the
efficiency and vigelance of the Deputy Warden,he was selected from the
Kingston staff on account of his superior qualifications for the
position.

The recommendations made in this regard for a higher rate of remunsration
and requital for his valuable services will I hope,be favourly cons-
idered.

I beg to invite your attention to the remarks of the Roman Catholic
Chaplins report upon the great loss that is felt for the fence,five

attempts at escape,two being successful were made in the course of

the year.
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The penitentiary is situated on the outskirts of an impenetrable

forest which invites evasion and makes recapture extremely difficult,

I honestly recommend that an appropriation be made to buy enough

lumber to fence two or three acres until a permenant fence will be
built.When at New Westminster I examined the fence that surrounds the
Lunatic Asylum and 1t appeared to me just such one as would suit the
penitentiary,it encloses about five acres and the cost of it by contract
was under $3,000.00,the expense of course would be much less with
convict labor employed.,

The large workshop which the warden asked for in order to protect

the convicts in the rainy season when at work,is of pressing necessity,
this also could be erected by the prisoners if the material be supplied
by the public works department.The warden reports the o0ld government
house to be unoccupied and the fine grounds around it to be suffering
injury from trespass,The married officers have no quarters at or

near the penitentiary, they are obliged to live in New Westminster, too
far away from the penitentiary,the house and grounds being on the
penitentiary reserve it appears very strange indeed that there should be
any let or hinderance to the building beinz occupied for any suitable
purpose in connection with this institution.

In my last report I strongly advised the surrender of the old government
house by the public works department and the grounds to the penitentiary
instead of being reserved and thrown open for picnic parties and I am
now more convinced than I was then that the requirements of the
penitentiary imperitavely call for the cessation which I recommended.
Both Chaplins represent the deportmentof the oprisoners during religious
exercises and while receiving instruction and advice appear to be
respectful and attentive,

The school which 1s taught by the accountant 1
on favourably, the progress being made by the p
An additional supply of books for the library is greatly required.
The surgeon reports the sanitory condition is improved,he adverts,and

s reported to be going
risoners being satisfactory.

with good reason,for the inconvenience felt for the want of a hospital

or distinct infirmary ward and of a poper surgery,
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8th.September, 1880 The Mainland Guardian

tablishment the other day and were well received for
ec

d s
our trouble,we were received by the warden lr.A.H.McBride who politely

ghowed us everything worth noteing in the institution.

Vle have on a former occasion described the building and its various
departments and it only now devolves upon us to state that everything

in and about the institution is scrupulously clean and that the strictist
discipline is observed.

The wilderness of stumps that formely surrounded the buildinz has given
place to a green sward,the entire marzins of the grounds being planted
with zarden vegetables, the quantity produced may be judged from the fact
that after supplying the entire needs of the institution,there is 2 large

L

quantity for ssle.



478 261

Annual Report for the B.C.Penitentiary for the year ending 30th.June

1881, Arthur H,McBride,Warden

Sir; I have the honour to submit my third annual report on the management
of the British Columbia Penitentiary with the usual returns for the fiscal
year ending 30th.June 1881.

There remained in this penitentiary on the 30th.June 1880, thirty three
convicts,received since from common gaols twenty two,total fifty five.
Discharged during the year by expiration of sentence,eight;by pardon,one;
by proclamation of the Supreme Court,one;by death,one;by escape, one;which
left remaining at midnight 30th.June,1881,fourty three convicts,

I have no alterations to'report in the way of employment as there still
exists the necessity of a workshop and if I were to make a detailed account
of their everyday life and occupation it would only be a repetition so far
as the conviets are concerned of last years report,The only difference
being that I am pleased to say that the general behaviour of the convicts
has been much better than the previous year.

I sincerely wish that in this report I could write as the Warden of
Manitoba Penitentiary did in his report of last year,namely that the
dwelling houses for the guards had been commenced.

Nothing in the way of improvements has been dont to the old houses that
are at present occupied by the guards and they and they cannot much
longer remain fit for habitation.Therefore,again,l bring this subject
forward in order that it may receive your generous and sympathetic

attention.

I also beg to remind you of the condition the chaples are in,
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Something should be done in regard to heating them before the cold season.
Although our winters are not so severe as in the eastern provinces,here
we have so much rain that the damp and cold air,especially in rooms that
are closed during the week,prove very uncomfortable and must be injurious
to health.

During the past year the wants and worries of this penitentiary have been
so frequently brought to your immediate notice and so promptly attended
that I consider there is no necessity for a more lengthy report.

Arthur H.McBride, Warden
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WARDEN's REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 30 June 1882, New Westminster, B.C.

Theré remained in this Penitentiary 30 June 1881: 43 convicts
Received since from common gaols: 19
TOTAL: ' 62
Discharged during the year by expiration of sentence: 6

by death 4
Left remaining midnight on 30 June 1882: 52 convicts

I am pleased to be able to state that the conduct of the Officer's during the
past year has been all that I could desire and here I would like to draw your
notice to the fact that the many changes taking place in the staff of this
Penitentiary is entirely owing to low wages. A few years ago no white man
would work in British Columbia for fifty dollars a month and up to the present
time living in this province is very nearly as expensive as it was twenty
years ago. Consequently the Officers are always on the lookout for more suit-
able employment and now that the rail work is going on in the vicinity of

New Westminster there will be so many openings for men of industrious habits
that to retain those who are active and otherwise suitable, I am afraid, will

be impossible at the present salary.

The building which was so often mentioned as necessary for workshops was
finished early in the Spring and is not yet furnished or otherwise made fit

for convicts to work in.

I have heard officially mentioned, since last year, for a house for married
guards, which I again would like to remind you are most urgently needed. I am
enclosing about thirty-two acres of land with a twelve foot fence. It is a
very heavy piece of work as timber had to be cleared, stumps rooted out and at

least thirty feet on each side of the line of fence.
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On the 23 May we had a severe encounter with a forest fire which began about

a mile from the Penitentiary reserve. It spread so rapidly that although in
the morning we anticipated no inconvience except the smoke, and the unusual
heat that shortly after noon the Officers and convicts were earnestly at work
in keeping it back. The fire came so close that a portion of the new fence
had to be torn down to prevent it from coming any nearer to the building. As
it was the wagons, carts and other property were brought out. We suffered no
loss except the building of that portion of the fence above mentioned. I think
the fence will be finished in September, all lumber being on the ground at the

present time.

So far nothing has been done about heating the chapels and the wing. I must

mention that it is provided with nothing more than a stove, which at times are
so insufficient to keep the place comfortably warm and are at times a means of
keeping a dormitory in an untidy, dusty state. Anything but what I would like

to have it.

The School during the year has been conducted as well as possible, consider-
ing the mixture of nationalities to be found among the convicts of this

Penitentiary.

The conduct and industry of the convicts, generally have been good.

Your obedient servant,

Arthur H. McBride
Warden
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The Report of the Surgeon, C. Newland Trew - July 1, 1882

The héalth of the convicts has on the whole been better than in former
years not withstanding a large number of deaths have to be reported. The
decease of three were Indians and the cause of death in each case was due
to that constitutional condition, largely prevelant and fatal among them
at liberty and much more fatal to them while in confinement as well as
Whites or Chinese. At least two of those undergoing sentence are failing
in health and may be reasonably expected that these will show the same
tendency. The fourth death was sudden and totally unexpected and was due

to heart disease.

I am also indebted very much for the assistance of the Steward, Mr. McGinnes.

Protestant Chaplin, Robert Jameson

Robert Jameson, the Protestant Chaplin reports he had twenty-four convicts

under my care during the year. There are now nineteen.

Roman Catholic Chaplin, E. W. J. Horris

The Roman Catholic Chaplin, Edward W. J. Horris report follows along the

same lines as the report of the Warden Arthur H. McBride.
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August 6th.1882 The Colonist

In common with other public institutions in the province,the Penitentiary
is progressing,would that it were not so but as the population incr-
eases the number of moraly diseased persons naturaly increases too,
we found fourty three inmates at the Penitentiary last week,all
healthy in body and apparently resigned to their fate,the one man
who was sent from Victoria a year or two back has gained much flesh
and is robust and rosey as a London Alderman,the dietry scale is
abundant and good,clothing clean and in excellent repair,the cells
neat and freshly whitewashed,the grounds have been greatly improved
by drainage,with convict laber the soil has been prepared for crops
and 1s in a high state of cultivation.

All the pork and vegetables consumed in the prison and all the hay for
the teams are now raised on the grounds.

Last year $109.00 worth of vegetables were sold,this year the yield
will be very heavy.The system of drainage which covers 6300 feet is
complete and the excellent drains carry off the surface water and
leave the buildings dry and comfortable.

The surgery 1is under the charge of Dr.Trew,the visiting physician,
it 1s a complete affair,as well filled as the average drug store.
The excellent health enjoyed by the inmates is a high tribute to Dr.
Trew's skill.Warden McBride was absent,Deputy Warden Fitzsimmons
courteously showed the visitors through the establishment.

There 1s no public institution in the province so well conducted as

the Penitentiary.
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20th,December, 1882 The Mainland Guardian

Investigation in the Penitentiary;

Twelve months sgo a convict in court complained to Judge Grey and said

that the Catholic gets more fair play in the penitentiary than any other
convict.The warden was present and indigently demanded an investigation,

the result is the Honourable Joseph Trutch was authorized to hold a court
of inguiry,he has examined 211 the witnesses and feels satisfied that the
convict has no cause for complaint,he refussd revorters permission to be
present at the investigation,we highly approve of that opinion,any question:
that would tend to disrupt the harmony of the court that exists among
reporters should be asked in a whisper and not published,

WE feel that the religion of the convict was never refused by way of ths
excellent officers of the penitentiary.The warden and his deputy have
served in jails for twenty years and in 211 that time there was no
csubstantial complaint azainst then.

Mr.llcBride is well known in this city as a kind he
and his deputy,ir.Fitzsimmons has a reputation in
creditable,and he is in our oninion the best prison di
mainland,designer of prisons,reliable for the safe kee

for the gentences made agsinst them.
may be said the convicts care very little for any part

e

[aV]
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As a general rule,

the art of living ease at the cost of the industrious is the foundation

of their religious belief,and having practiced this for a few years
outside the Jjail they gz
The honourable Joseph Trutch is well known to be a Jjudge and a just man,
therefor we may recommend to his consideration the condition of prison

hebelieve in the good signs of civilization,no criminal

70 in to continue in slippers and soft beds,

~
-
)
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discipline,as! heb

in slippers or Iindustrious men refused admission to the Royal Columbizn
Hospital because the local community have no means to provide additional
accomodation for the sick and the destitute,

The system under which the hogpital and the penitentiary are managed

would lezd anyone to suppose that the robbery of our respectable citizens

is a lawful occupation.
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The third term the prisoner gets slippers and beds and food but the state
says to the honest and industrious man who seeks hospital treatment,
there 1s no room for them,commit robbery and you will be treated like

zgentleman,
e know the investigation at the penitentiaty may be describved as a lot

N

Y

<y

f smoke but we hope it may produce sultable change,
veritable delusion,but the contrast in the

Q

The relligious guestion 1is a
two local institutions deserves the attention of them whose duty it is

to keep the peace,preserve lives and protect the property of our people,

We again recommend the honourable Joseph Trutch to give his amenities

to the subject.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF WARDEN ARTHUR H. McBRIDE, B. C. PENITENTIARY

for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1883.

I have the honour to submit my fifth Annual Report on the management of this

Penitentiary with the usual returns for the fiscal year ending 30 June 1883.

There remained at this Penitentiary 30 June 1882: 52 convicts
Received from common gaols: 39
TOTAL: 91
Discharged during the year by expiration of sentence: 12

by death: 2

by pardon: 2

by escape: 1
Left remaining at midnight June 30, 1883: 74 convicts

The workshops are about completed. Carpenter and Blacksmith Shops I have
had in use for some time. One of the shops produced a drying room for convict

clothing during last winter and spring.

I have every reason to think that agricultural industry can be profitably
carried on with convicts in this Penitentiary for some years to come. There-
fore in view of an increasing population here which will undoubtly add to our
number of convicts, I would recommend that all the land on the north side of
the ravine be enclosed. In fact it cannot be done too soon, there are only

about ten acres enclosed.

Two or three years a Bakery was spoken of as being necessary. I think at the
present time it would make a great difference in the expenditure of the
Institution to have convicts make bread inside. In thé present building there

is no place I can recommend as being suitable for that purpose.

The Government House is still in possession of the Canadian Pacific Engineers.
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According to instructions I have received from the Honourable Mr. Trutch, I
have had the garden fenced off as it was of no use to the Engineers and being
1eft‘open as it has been for the last eight or nine years was only an attract-
ion for stray cattle. Many of the fine trees are nearly destroyed and all the
handsome shrubs and the choice plants have long since disappeared, although
since the Penitentiary opened I have done all I could under existing circum-

stances to preserve the place.

In May 1882 I wrote to you concerning the rifle range used by the New Westminster
Volunteers. Where the butts are situated it is directly opposite the Penitent-
iary grounds on the west side of the ravine and while rifle practice is goind

on it is not safe for Officers or convicts to work on that portion of the field.
Again in June 1882 I wrote you on the same subject, up to the present time nothing
has been done to alter the situation of the butts. Both last season and this

the work had to be stopped as we never know when they go to practice until we

hear the firing or see the danger signals. I am sure you will see the necessity

of putting a stop to this.

Another matter which I wish to bring to your attention is the situation of the
powder magazine. All the ground in fron down to the fence is cleared and under
cultivation. The road or drive from the large gate up to the door of the
Penitentairy is well graveled and in good condition. From the smaller gate
there 1s a straight path leading direct to the building, in fact the place is
looking better than I expected to see for some years to come, and really, the
powder magazine where it stands, about midway between the gate and the front
door detracts from rather than adds to the beauty of the place. I am sure

you will see what a blot it looks if you desire to have it removed.

Last March I began to give the convicts their meals in their cells. Up to that
time the corridor was used for that purpose, but the number increased to such

an extent that they could no longer be safely guarded while sitting there.
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About the same time I learned that some of the convicts had in contemplation

to make an attack on the guards during the dinner hour and seize the arms.

What more was intended I can only imagine, so since giving the meals in their
cells I have had no unusal trouble from them. At meal times, after washing in
the morning, they have breakfast in their cells, at dinner time when they come
in, dinner is already placed in the cells and each cell is locked. Before being

unlocked knives, forks and spoons are passed out to the Steward.

Thos convicts who attend school are allowed to come to the Schoolmast as soon
as they have eaten their dinner, in this way there is no time lost and no con-
fusion whatever caused. I am happy to say that this change has received your
approval although it may sound very trifling to write or even talk about. I
assure you that in every day life of the Penitentiary affairs it makes a great

difference.

If we had a suitable dining hall for convicts as I understand they have in most
Institutions of this kind, such an alteration in regard to preserving safety

would be , I suppose quite unnecessary.

In forming estimates of the Penitentiary for 1883 - 1884, I asked that one

Keeper should be appointed and one guard added to the number, and then on

account of the unexpected increase in the number of convicts from the Fall

Assizes of last year was obliged to trouble you for permission to employ these
Officers before the beginning of the Fiscal Year 1883 - 1884. Your authority

to employ two guards was received by me without unnecessary delay. Where

there are so many guards employed I would most respectfully recommend that at
present one Keeper at least be appointed. Although I have had charge of con-
victs in the Province for many years this is the only Canadian Penitentiary that

I have ever been in or have had any experience with, I must gratefully acknowledge

the value of your official advise, always clearly and promptly given.
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In December last, the Honourable Mr. Trutch held an inquiry at the Penitentiary
which lasted three days. For some days before the opening of the inquiry notice
was published in New Westminster and Victoria papers calling on any person or
persons who had complaints to make to be at the Penitentiary at the appointed

time. However no complaints were brought by any outside Institution.

On September 29, 1882, his Excellency the Governor General paid this Penitentiary
a visit. He very considerably went over the buildings and out houses and kindly
expressed himself pleased of all that was brought under his notice. He also

most graciously permitted some of the convicts to be brought before him, they
were men who most anxiously pleaded for the favor, his words give renewed hope

and encouragement to all whom he addressed.
Your obedient servant,

Arthur H. McBride
Warden

The farm supplied $1,378 worth of vegetables, pork manure, barley, wheat, pea

straw, oat straw, radishes, etc. to the Penitentiary.
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November 4th.1883 The Colonist

On Saturday the authorities at the Penitentiary discovered a plot

led by three convicts to elect an escape,one of the three got into
trouble with the guards and was put into irons for his insubordination,
finding his chance of escape gone he intimated that two of his companions
were about to make a strike for freedom and gave thelr names.

On Sunday these two men were kept in their cells and a conversation
was heard between them discussing the details of their plan,enough

was heard by the authorities to justify an investigation,and on Monday
the suspected men were searched,both of them had managed to cut their
irons through by means of an o0ld pocket knife from which they had

made a2 kind of a saw.On one was found the handle of an engine bucket
made into a form of a dagger with a handle on one end and the other
drawn to a very sharp point, this was securely fastened to the inside
0f his shirt,the other had a piece of rock tied up in a handkerchief
and with a stick about a foot long for a handle and a loop through
which he put his hand.It had been arranged that the men were to keep
together as much as possible and to watch their chance,when a convenient
opportunity offered and the rifle guard was at a safe distance one

of the men was to run as 1f attempting to escape,the guard whose
business it is to be among the men and direct their labor carries a
revolver,this man would naturaly persue the escaping convict,the other
two convicts,having thrown off their irons were to run after him with
a dagzer and slung shot and fell him to the ground,one of them would
then seize the revolver and the three desperate men would run the
chance of escaping the rifels of the other guards,had the plot been
allowed to mature it is difficult to guess what might have been the
result,as nothing would be to difficult for such characters under

such circumstances.

The Warden inflicted a penalty of sixty lashes on each,when they had
received three dozen they begged and promised so profusely that the
remaining twenty four were withheld,is is possible the flogging will
have an excellent effect,not only on these desperates,but on the

other inmates of the institution.
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20th.April 1884 The Colonist
Guards Attacked by a Convict.

On thursday afternoon the Penitentiary convicts were building a drain
on the upper portion of the grounds,Mr.James Fitzgerald and another
guard were with the men directing the work and other guards were in
the guardhouse.

Shortly after four o'clock a convict named Barry passed once or thrice
in front of Fitzgerald who was sitting on a rock,he then suddenly
confronted him with a three prong manure fork in his hand and said
give me your pistol.The guard thought he was jokinz and replied good
naturedly,where-upon Barry raised the fork and with an oath said I will
make you give it and immediatly struck at him with the fork,running

it through his two ckeeks,the guard was immediately .knocked down and
while drawing his revolver Barry struck him again but the guard warded
off the blow with his arm and then got to his feet drew his revolver
and was about to shoot,0;Conner the burglar ran up smartly for the
purpose of assisting Barry,but Johnston,another convict took up a pick
and told O'Conner he would split his head if he touched Fitzgerald.
The teamster and another guard came up and c¢alled upon Fitzgerald not
to shoot as he might hit somebody else.Barry dropped the fork,grabad
the pick and ran towards the wall,one of the men in the guardhouse
called out that he would fire if he attempted to escape,another guard
ordered him to go into the house,this he refused to do,he was finally
persuzded to zive up his pick to the Warden and was locked up.

In his cell he said he was sorry he had not killed Fitzgerald,he and
O'Conner were placed in irons.

Barry is not a bad character and is under sentence for seven years

for garroting in Victorisz.

[=3

Fitzgzeralds wounds are serious but are not considered dangerous
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30th.June, 1884, Wardens Annuzal to J.G.Moylan,Inspector of Penitentiaries,

r
have the honour to submit my annual report on the management of this

penitentiary with the usual returns for the fiscal year ending 30th.June,

H
v o ¥ i 1

There remained in this penitentiary 30th June 1883 7L convicts
Received since from common gaols 34

Escaped July 1882, recaptured 1

Total 109
Discharged during the vear by expiration of sentence 12
By senten reduced 1
By pardo 3

Which left at midnight 30th.June,1884 -93 convicts

As in the last year the convicts have been empolyed in clearing land and

4,550 feet of drains,depth from four to six feet.

Cn laying before you this report,I must call to your attention the delay
S t with on almost every occaslon where any outlay is required by

Works Department,l would suggest,for these delays are a great

{0
"y

drawback in every workinz day of the penitentiary,to have all necessary

o) 11 outlays which now come under the
public works department be pl%ced under the wardens direction,it is very
it as we are now obliged to do for
ost nescessary improvements,work that

might have been done weeks 230 is not yet commenced, the chapels are

ion of the department of the advantagze of

ilt Tor the institution,bread would be provided for

The water suvply at the workshops is far from sufficient,it 1s brought

throuzh z branch from the main pipe at the rear of the buildi

the event of fire 1s not enoush to be of any service,all we have to depend
I t

on are the two Babcock fire extinguishers that are kepnt in the peniten
r

some time since I applied to be furnished with two_more extinzuishers to
be kept in the workshops.A zood supply of water can be had by puttingz in
a larzser pipe and running water up the ravine.
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The assistant engine
nothing has been done on the matter,I beg of you most earnestly to take
notice of what I state concerning this very important matter, the water
supply as it now exists,we are at any moment likely to be wholy deprived
of water,not alone for the purpose mentioned but also for irrigating our
land in many places.

Tenders for the erection of guards cattages have been called for by the
department of public works,nothing has as yet been done towards erecting
them,vear after year since this penitentiary was first established,this
zreat want of cottages for the guards has been brought before the notice
of the government,the majority of our guards are obliged to live in town,
over 3 mile distance from their work,when,let me inform you,the expense
in living this way 1s too great when taken from their present salary.
While this inconvenience and discouragement exists the rizht sort of men
will not continue to remain on the staff,men who are suitable to guard

~

convicts are almost in every instance well adapted to a more agreeable
as well as a more profitable situztion.

Imnizration to this province is now only beginning,still our convict
population is fast increasing,the railway work is steadily approaching
completion toward the Rocky lountains and this penitentiary must be
prepared to receive convicts far beyond the number that were first
thought of being provided for in British Columbia,

T therefor hope you will urge the government the necessity of immediately

IS Sw

.

building.
The cells have all been constantly occupied since my last report,including
n

the punishment cells,in which cells I have had to put as many as four
you must see how difficult it is to carry out discipline or

1
O

in order,yet I am pleased to report that the general conduct of the

i
ts has been zood with the exception of the attempted revolt on the
9

necessary for the different purposes.Il ha been successful in obtalning

ve
two good men as trade instructors,in the tailor shop there will be enough

s
work for some time to come making clothes for officers and convicts,in

T would employ from twenty to thirty men and find the work
D

the shoe shop 1

i pay well,in fact enough could be done in this de

that would artment alone
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to help considerably in covering the expenses of the establishment as
well as teachinzg many of the convicts 3 useful trade

If permission would be ziven to take work from persons outside I think
what might be done in the shop would in no way interfere with the free
labor in British Columbia,some of our Chinese convicts have worked in
shoe factorys in California,could be more profitably employed in this way
than anything else I could put them to do here,inside work agrees better
with Chinese than with Indians or Whites,

Cn the 1lst.Cctober last,thes fish canninz establishment opnosite the
penitentiary gates on the penitentiary reserve was destroyed by fire,part
of the penitentiary fence was slightly damaged,the night was calm,other-
wise penitentiary property to 2 zgreat extent might have been lost,as I
have mentioned before,we are in no way prepared for such an emergency.

Cur workshops are unprovided with hose,close to our shops are our stables

and sheds,which I must mention here are not suitzble for the purpose for
h we are obliged to use them, they were put tozgether from portions of
the o0ld buildinzgs that were on the grounds when this ;cnitentiary was
irst established.They may hold together for another winter but really

t

szrace to the place,
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In “dfubl,tbg Honourable Sir Alexander Campbell,ninister of just

i
visited the penitentiary,althouzh his visit was short I am zlad to say

a 2
In my lzst annual report I drew attention to the department to the fact
h nitentiary had not,since the beginninz of its being opened
B8,received a visit from the Inspector,during the year now
e ice to be Taken of my repeated
ived no intimation of 2n extended visit,.
ssful management of any establishment of

ce

I z2m well aware that the succe
s on the administration,l have minuetly informed
r

this kind generally depend
you as far ss possible,everything that has occured from time to time in
this penitentiary,

If satisfactory results arise from my manazement,sincere thanks are due

o your able and willing advise,I do conscientiously say that under your
instruction I do my best and I feel that I can safely say the same for 2ll
s who are at presently working with me,

uty Warden deserves thanks,he has never relaxed an earnest attention
everal duties,he ig as careful and industrious as whan he first
1(\

hur H.MeBride Warden
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We understand that Mr.Charles Hayward,contractor for this city has
received instructions from the Dominion Government to proceed
immediately with the alteration to the Penitentiary at New Westminster.
The stone used will be from Newcastle Island where it is said to be

superior to any sandstone yet discovered on the coast,
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liversd himgelf ur to the gaol. As soon as

VeBride dispatched a guard to secure Rogers, but bafore he had

and efficient guards, and it wasg not known that bhzd bloo
existed between them. It 1z reported that Sterry had accuse

revenge upon him. They were both young men, sbout thirty-five
years of age. Rogers is now in gaol, and avpears gquite

It ig one ¢f the most deliberate murders on record.

November 29th, 1824
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Sept.24th.1885 The Colonist

Refering to an interview with lir.J.J.Moylan,Inspector of Penitentiaries
for the Dominion which appeared in the Sunday morning issue,we would
urge that the Dominion Authorities,the urgent and immediate necessity
for increasing conditions at the New Westminster Penitentiaty,

The population of the province has been greatly added to during the
last several years,with it also has come an increase in the criminal
class and there is more than the probility that the coming assigzes

will furnish inmates for the Penitentiary and will place it in an
overcrowded condition.

We learn that in Victoria alone there are thirty committments,not to
mention the large number that are waiting trial,chiefly at Kamloops,

In the advent of these additions being made we would suggest to the
government that it would be in the interests of the institution and

to the public to have the prison properly placed on the summit of the
table land,a site well and naturally adapted for the purpose affording
every facility for drainage.This would admit of the present buildimg
being used for the useful purpose of Chapels,Hospital,Schools etc,
which are urgently required.

We understand that the two new wings in the St.Vincent DePzul Peniteniary
in the Quebec province contains one hundred thirty two cells,the addition
of two such wings would afford complete accomodation for vears to come
for the steadily growing number of convicts to this province,and if
bullt from a central rotunda would afford every opportunity to officers
having a full view of the cells and the prisoners.

Anyone visiting the Penitentiary at the present time may readily see
the guarded state of the chapels and realize the necessity for better
accomodation in this respect,the fact that the sick patients and the
four convicts who are insane must be treated in and confined to their
cells is the stronzgest proof we can induce for the necessity of a
hospital,lt would of course be preferable it should be detached ,

but a portion of the present building might be devoted to this object.
We also urge upon the Minister of Public Works the desirability of
instructing his agent in this province to have the old government

bullding converted into a suitable residence for the Warden.
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Sept.24th.1885 cont.

The ruinous condition of the building and the neglected state of the
grounds have been previously adverted to,this fine public property
would Dbe restored to a proper state of repair by the labor of the
convicts and its value therefor would be greatly enhanced.

We understand that the material of the o0ld government house would be
utilized in the building of the Wardens residence and the actual
money outlay would be compartivly trifling.

It is due to the Warden and his Deputy to provide them with quarters,
at any rate,nearly as good as furnished to the Wardens of other
provinces.

Another matter that we would call the governments attention to is

the fact of the considerable addition to the Penitentiary acreage
already under cultivation can be secured by fencing in the land lying
between the grounds of the Asylum and those of the Penitentiary and
the large ravine which intervenes about thirty acres of the excellent

land should be required.

The cost of fencing should be about $3000.00 and the work required
to fence and bring the land to a state of cultivation would give
employment to convicts for years to come.

The Deputy Warden,lMr.Fitzsimmons who has had special charge of the
previous improvements and under whose active and able superindence
the present grounds have assumed their fine condition,to guarantee
that the land refered to was added to the Penitentiary farm it would
soon be rendered fertile and profitable.

The main point that should be pressed upon the Federal Authorities
is the pressing need of increazased prison accomodation and it is hoped

that the required steps will at once be taken to furnish ths required

means.
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30, June 1886

On the 30 June 1885 there remained here 96 convicts;
received since 33. Total 129. Discharged during the year
by expiration of sentence -21. By Pardon -2. By having
sentence reducted from 5 to 3 years - 1. Which left remain-

ing at midnight on 30 June 1886 - 105 convicts.

The insane convicts mentioned in my last years report, I am
happy to say, are about to be removed to Kinstong Penitentiary
where they can be properly cared for. I am please to report

to you that the water supply to the Penitentiary will soon be
brought in, the work of laying pipes and making other preparat-
ions for the purpose is not going on. Also, I am happy to say
that houses for married guards are being built. Only three
going up but more are needed. The building for single mens
quarters is greatly required as well as a house for the
Accountant. The fencing that you obtained for the rough lands
is now being erected and will enclose about thirty acres,
furnishing work for many of the convicts for the next three to
four years. I must call to your attention the wretched apology
for farm buildings that we have been patching and mending in
everyway possible in order to make them hold together, sSince we
have had the necessity for such accommodations. You inspected
them when you were here and will remember that the stables, cart
house and other buildings are composed of the remains of old
houses left on the grounds by the Royal Engineers more than

twenty years ago. They cannot serve the purpose much longer
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therefore I hope you will strongly represent the necessity of

having new farm buildings granted.

The workshops are proving very beneficial. All the clothing for
Officers and convicts are being made in the Tailor Shop, and all
boots and shoes required in the Shoe Shop. The Blacksmith and
Carpenter are fitted up. The former will be of good service

and will save a great deal of expense and inconvenience with

the Blacksmith Instructor is appointed. Several discharged
convicts from here who have been employed in the Tailor and

Shoe Shops gained a knowledge in the different trades sufficient
to enable them to obtain an honest living if so inclined. I
fully expect another wing to this Penitentiary would have been
commenced before now. The necessity for more room is becoming
more serious every year. For the last four or five years, at
least, I have drawn your attention to the fact that we have no
Hospital accomodation. During the year now past, some critical
cases have come under the surgeons care, one especially, where a
leg had to be amputated. You can imagine how difficult it must
be to treat a case of this kind without the proper surroundings.
Also the surgery is too small. There is another matter to which
I again must call to your attention; the location and size of the
laundry. The room is decidedly too small for the purpose and
not in the proper place. The washing of bedding and wearing
apparel of such a large number of people should not be done in
the building. I hope this will soon be remedied. The wing is
still being heated with stoves which are not safe, neither are
they satisfactory with regard to comfort and cleanliness. A

Bakery should be built. All the bread used by convicts is
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supplied by contract; I certainly think that the bread should

be made in the Institution at less expense.

I cannot refrain from mentioning the D/W Mr. Fitzsimmons. His
faithful attention to day and the land and buildings belonging
to the Penitentiary is a great value to the government. I hope
his service will be more substantially recognized before long.
On the other hand the 14 October last the Institution was
honoured by a visit from his Excellency the Governor General

while on a visit to British Columbia.

Your most obedient servant
Arthur H. McBride

Warden
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Report of the Inspector of Penitentiaries,J.C,Moylan,on the British Columbij

Penitentiary. 20th.December 1886.

In my report last year as a result of my inspection of the penitentiary
I described improvements made since its opening in 1878,and I made such
recommendations respecting the premise of places I cinsidered necessary,
some of these have been carried into effect but many are still waiting
action by the public works department.

The Warden reports that the water supply is undergoing improvement, this
is highly important,having been so limited it would have been of little
avail in case of fire,the water is of excellent quality.

Quarters have been provided for the unmarried officers and a few houses
for the men having families,but not the number asked by this departmant,
Application has been made to the department of public works to supply
the deficiency.

The work shops are found to be of great benefit,all the clothing,both for
the officers and convicts including boots and shoes is now made by the
prisoners.,

Farm buildings such as barns,stables,wagon sheds,cow houses, tool house
etc,are indespensibly necessary,the outbuildings occupied by the Sappers
many years ago which were falling in ruin were brought together,patched
up,and used in lieu of a more suitable structure in connection with the
farm,they will not last much longer.

The bullding of the hospital has been delayed on account of the plan
prepared by public works havinz been objected to by the warden and
surgeon.The additional wing asked for four years ago and strongly pressed
for in the report of 1884-85 is yet among the possibilities,to say that

it is very much reguired would only be to repeat what has often been

I beg once more to recommend that a residence be provided for the warden

on the site of the old government house.
The Laundry and Bakery have been applied for the to the department of
public works,but the wardens report shows that nothing has been done to

supply these wants.



The warden mentions with approbation,the services of the Deputy Warden
Fitzsimmons in regards to the improvement of the land etc .apart from

his prescribsd duties,I had pleasure in bearing testimony to this in

my last report.

I agree with the warden that the heating be done by artificiil means,
steam or hot water would be perhaps the best appliance,

It would be very desirable also that zas be used instead of coal 0il for
these purposes,coal for this purpose I believe is ¢heap.

The protestant chaplin reports that his labors have been well bestowed
and with good results,The chaplin calls attention to the insufficient
room in the catholic chapel,the chapels are the same size as those in
the Manitoba Penitentiary where new ones are drawing towards completion,
The prison populaticii at New Westminster is larver than at Stony Mountain
and consequently there is even more necessity for new chapels than for
the former prison.

The surgeon reports that although the penitentiary has been largely
overcrowded there has been no disease of epidemic nature.

The teacher states that progres in the school has been favourable,
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January 30th.1887 The Colonist

It was the privelege of the writer a short time ago to visit the
British Columbia Penitentiary situated in New Westminster and to be
shown through the institution by the prudent and efficient Warden, Mr,
A.H.McBride.The visitor,though conscious of a sense of rezret that

the present state of society makes these stone walls and iron bars a
necessity finds much information there that is interesting and instructive
it was learned that ninety four prisonsrs,Whites,Indians and Bhinese
are confined there at present,four of these are under life sentence,
namely Connely,lMaxwell,DeRose and a Chinaman who made 2 murderous
assuit on a lady near Hope over a year ago.

Maxwell who will be remembered was convicted of complicity in the murder
of Dillman at Lytton and whose sentence of death was commuted to
imprisonment for life was quite contented and in a very hopeful frame
of mind,he frequently expressed the belief that he will regain his
liberty within a few years at least.DeRose,his accomplice is looked
upon as a very strange character by the Penitentiary Guards,is closely
watched and kept in irons much of the time a belief is growing that

he 1is at least partially insane.There are already three hopeless
lunatics in the institution who make night and day heinous with their
shouting and ceaseless Jabbering,an unsuccessful attempt was made last
year to secure a pardon for these unfortunates with a view of having
them transfered to the Provincial Asylum,why such a proposition should
not have been met with and approved is difficult to understand and it
is in the interest of humanity that these poor unfortunate people
should be moved to a place where they could be treated and cared for
in such mamner as their case demands.

On the day on which the writer happened to visit the institution some
twenty or twenty five of the worst criminals were kept locked up

while the others were a2t work,a fence was being placed around some new
ground which was being added to the Penitentiary property and it is
thought not prudent to place these prisoners serving long ssntences

or those who had previously made a bad record for themselves at this
work, this however is a very trifling illustratioﬁ}every precaution is
taken to prevent escape and any such an attempt by a prisoner is made

fairly certain to end in death.



January 30th.1887 Cont.

A visit was made to the Carpenter,Blacksmith,Tailor and Boot and Shoe
making shops where several of the prisoners were found at work, the
promotion to these departments is the highest position within reach

of the occupants of the Penitentiary,from the character of the work
done there it is evident that worse things might befall many of these
men than to be compelled to serve an apprenticeship in them,

The grounds are now one hundred acres in extent, the clearing and
cultivation of which affords employment of a large number of prisoners,
when the clearing is done the problem of how to engage them will force
itself upon the directors of the institution as it has already done
elsewhere.The extent of the grounds affords ample facilities for the
growth of all the roots required during the year,

A large number of pork is also produced there,nothing requires to be
brought to the institution but bread and groceries,home made pea

coffee is a feature in the Penitentiary cuisins, the writer was informed
that church was held twice a week by the Protestant and Catholic
clergymen, Mr.Keary,the accountant for the Peniltentiary keeps school
every day between twelve and one and has some very apt pupils ,Kum Yow
who will be remembered by many in the city was seen in a sult of
yellow and grey,he is found very usefull by the officials as interpeter
and his imprisonment hangs much lighter over him than it otherwise

would,he hopes to regain his liberty this year.

Note
James McDonald was Minister of Justice for 1880
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REPORT OF THE WARDEN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th June 1887

Warden Arthur H. McBride to J. C. Moylan, Inspector of Penitentiaries:

On the 30th June 1887 there remained here 89 convicts. Received since: 24.
Total: 113. Discharged during the year by expiration of sentence: 30.
By pardon: 6 By Death: 3 Insane convicts sent to Kingston Penitentiary:
4, On bail: 1 Sentenced reduced: 1 Left remaining on the 30th June

1888: 68 convicts.

With sincere regret I mention the death of C.N. Trew, surgeon of this
Penitentiary which occurred on the 28th October last after a lingering ill-
ness. He attended his duties in the prison until he could no longer leave
his house. He was connected with the Institution since it was first estab-
lished. He will be sadly missed by the Officers and convicts. He has

always been kind and attentive.

The Canadian Pacific Railway having obtained possession of the whole water
frontage of the Penitentiary reserve with the exception of the wharf where
our coal is landed. I trust you will recommend that the government purchase
the land to the north of the prison owned by Mr. Coldhards and the Honour-
able P.0. O'Riley's property. A portion of this ground, fully four acres,
is covered with thick bush and heavy timber. This will be a source of
danger to the Penitentiary and offering a means of escape to the convicts

until it is cleared.

I am glad to inform you that the Department of P/W have commenced to build
a house for the single guards. I hope they will soon follow with at least
three more houses for the married guards. A house for the Accountant should

be provided, at present he occupies one of the houses built for the married
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guards, Nothing has been done yet towards building a house for the Warden.

A stable, cow and cart house, which is very much needed has not yet been
commenced. The workshops require general repair in order to make them

habitable for the convicts who must work there during the winter months.

The roof of the main building which I have so often complained about has
received no attention from the P/W Department. The basement floor is in

a rotten state and unwholesome enough to cause sickness. It should be taken
up and replaced with a concrete floor. The whole of the outside building
requires painting and the wharf is in a dilapidated condition. A more
plentiful supply of water must be brought to the guards houses. Proper
water closets built with drains leading to the river, the dry earth system
in use there now is not suitable in this climate. Each of these several

wants I have repeatedly called attention to, I assure you, are not trivial.

A number of solitiary cells should be constructed immediately. This could
be easily done by altering some of the cells in the basement. There is

no Hospital accommodation here. I believe this is the only Penitentiary in
the Dominion without a space set apart for the sick. No matter what pain or

suffering a man is afflicted with there is no place for him but the common

cell.

I beg to call to your attention the fact that a company is now formed here
for the purpose of supplying New Westminster with water from the Coquitlam
Lake., It will be necessary to lay pipe for this through or very near the

Penitentiary Reserve. I hope you will recommend that the Penitentiary and
the cottages will be supplied. I am informed that the” water can be forced

over any of our buildings. This is a matter of importance.
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The Bakery Instructor is not yet appointed although the Bakery is long
since completed. A Carpenter Trade Instructor should be put on the staff

and if appointed will have a great saving to the government.

The D/W works as hard in the interests of the Institution as though all his
labour were given for his own personal benefit. Every detail of the in
general comes under his care. It is a year or two since one Keeper was
appointed. This Officer performed the duties carefully and with great
satisfaction, still he is only receiving the pay of a guard, though his duties
are far more responsible. Therefore, I am sorry you will not recommend an

increase in his salary.

Doctor DeWolf-Smith, Acting Surgeon, during the last nine months has been

attending to all duties coming under his care.

The Chaplins have attended regularly.

On the 19th of August last, we had the pleasure of a visit from the Honour-
able Minister of Justice. He went over the buildings and grounds and kindly

interviewed all the convicts who requested to see him.

Your most obedient servant
Arthur H. McBride

Warden

In the same report Robert Jameson was the Protestant Chaplin

~

Edward M. I. Horris, Roman Catholic Chaplin

W.H. Keary, School Master
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June 30th.1887

Annual report for the year ending 30th.June 1887 by Warden A.H.McBride,
Sir;

I have the honour *%c¢ submilt my report on the management of this
Penitentiary with the usual returns for the year ending 30th June 1887,
‘On the 30th.,June 1886 there remained 105 convicts,received since 20,
total 125,discharged during the year by explration of sentence 32,by
pardon 1,by death 3 which left remaining at midnight 30th.June 1887,
eighty convicts.

The insane convicts mentioned in my former report are about being
removed to Kingston Penitentiary.The conduct of the convicts on the
whole has been good,of courcse there are exceptions.

The want of soclitary cells where the unruley should be confined is
very much needed here.A visit from you sir is greatly desired,it is
now nearly two years since your last visit,the wants of this Penitentiary
are so many and varied that it is only by your personel inspection that
yvou can understand the difficultys to be overcome.The Canadian Pacific
Railway isg now running regularly to New Westminster and I trust that

I am not asking too much to have you visit the Penitentiary at least
once a year as you visit other similiar institutions.

The water supply has been brought to the rear of the Penitentiery and

a good substantial damn has been built,at present there is an abundance

=8

of water but I am sorry to say that there 1s not force enough to
throw it from the hydrant to the roof,therefore in case of fire 1t 1is
very little use,I have still to depend on the use of buckets and the

: must be found for supplying

03]

Babcock fire extinguisher,some other mean
the place with a good supply of pure water that would have sufficient
force to put out any fire that might occur and be fit for drinking
and cookling purposes,
The ravine where the present supply comes from will undoubtedly in the
near future be dried up as settlers are building and improving land

in the immedilate vicinity and the brush is being cleared away,Il must
say also the water is not properly filtered,a great deal of vegetable

matter remains in it,this should be remedied before it is turned on

in the building for the common use.



The Chapels are being improved as far as painting and other little
necessities can be expected but nothing has been done to enlarge them.
The ravine 1s now protected with a twelve foot fnece and will afford
employment for some years to come.The Laundry and Bake house are being
built,both very much needed and will prove very beneficial to the
Penitentiary.

The outhouses such as stable,cow houses and cart house are 1in wretched
condition and I am afraid they will not last another year,new ones
should be built immediately,the barn is not large enough to hold all
our increase in crops,it should be lengthened and should the government
see it to give me a competent mechanic who thoroughly understands
building and allow me to charge material to the Department of Justice
a greater part of these works could be done by convict labor,the
present system of having to apply to the Public Works Department for
every foot of lumber and every pound of nails that is to be required
is very unsatisfactory.

A Blacksmith Instructor has been appointed and has already done good
service,in fact all the workshops are busily employed and are a consider-
able saving employing the use of convict labor,useful trades which will
enable them to make an honest living after their release from here if
so desired.Nothing has vet been done towards heating the wings,l have
to use stoves in the winter,this is not satisfactory,neither are the
cells hezated alike,the whole building requires painting,the outside
pointing.The basement floor requires to be laid in concrete and the
woodwork is quite rotten.The roofs of all the buildings are covered
with shingles and a portion of the roof on the main building is of
pitch and pebbled,during the hot days the pitch falls off in great
patches,this should be altered,when we are subject to forest fires it
is not safe.The houses for the married guards have been completed,but
no barracks for the single guards are yet built,a building for this
purpose is most urgently required.The wharf where the coal is loaded
requires repairing and I have asked for $200.00 to be placed in the
Public Works Department for that purpose.

The Government should at once begin a new wing as the population of

British Columbia is increasing very fast and so will the criminal class

that are sure to follow.



20b 303

A house for the Warden should be built and the quarters now occupied

by the Deputy Warden should be converted into a hospital accomodation
for sick convicts,

The school is taught regularily by Mr.Keary who takes great interest

in the work and I trust the government will more amply reward him Tor
his services,he is not only schoolmaster and accountant but also store-
keeper and fills each office creditably.The Deputy Warden Mr.Fitzsimmons

I must again mention,his service and organization in the Penitentiary

/

high value,I am sorry 1o say the govermment has not seen fit

o
O
Hh

re
o place him on the equality with the Deputy Wardens of the other
Penltentiaries,a more deserving officer cannot be found in the employ

of the government.l am pleased to say that without exception the conduct

ct

of the officers has been good as a body or individualy,I find them
always ready to assist me in maintaining the discipline of the prison.
On the 17th.July last this Penitentiary was visited by the Honorable

the Minister of the Interior and on the 21st.August by the Honourable
Minister of Customs and by the Honorable Minster of Fisheries.

You mentioned in your last report that it would be desirable to have

gas instead of coal oil for use in lighting the Penitentiary,nothing has
been done in having your wishes carried out in this matter,I hope you
will call the attention of the department of the necessity of supplying

as.Again I beg to thank you for the kind and considerate assistance

03 0y

riven me since your visit to this Penitentiary,I look forward to the
pleasure of your coming again.No one not employed by the prison can
form an opinion as to the benefit to be derived from the visits of

he Inspector,with the facilities for travelling now within our reach

ct

I think no reasonable excuse can be made for depriving this Penitentiary
of a visit from you at least once a year,
I have the honor to be Sir your most obedlent servant.

Arthur H.McBride

Varden
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31st.December 1888,Inspector J.G.lMoylan reports on the B.C.Penitentiary

The financial administration of this penitentiary has been carried on

with great success and satisfaction up to the close of the fiscal year.

The conduct of the convicts on the whole has been good,a few bad characters
mentioned in last years report remain and gave some trouble,they are
irreclaimable,it is to be hoped that when their sentences shall have
expired they will leave the country and return to their several localities
in the United States from whence they came.

Four insane convicts were removed last summer to Kingston Penitentiary,

the transfer was conducted by the Deputy Warden over Canadian Pacific

and the Kingston and Pembroke railways without any trouble or unplesantness
Two of these lunatics were very noisy and violent and created a great
disturbance,particularly at night,it was therefor very desirable that

they can be taken to a place where they can have proper accomodation and
care.

I have to note with regret the death of Dr.Trew,the surgeon of the penit-
entiary from typhoid fever,he was appointed when the penitentiary opened

in 1878 and was punctual in attendance and in the discharge of his duties,
The Protestant Chaplin notes that the conduct of the convicts during
devine service has been satisfactory,he regrets that owing to the proximity
of the chapels and to the services both being held at the same hour,so an
important a part of devine worship,the singing of the praise to God must
necessarily be omitted.In my last annual report I refered to the fact

that the chapels were too small,overcrowded,and to the necessity of
building suitable places of worship,I beg leave to recommend that the

two chapels should be built next season at the same place as those recemtly
erected for the Manitoba Penitentiary. '
On building the chapels it will be necessary it will be necessary to make
provisions for a school room as has been done at Stony Mountain.

Both Chaplins bear testimony to the successful working of the school

under the assidious management of the accountant Mr.Keary,the Warden also
makes special mention of this officers zeal and efforts in connection

with the school and expresses the hope that his services will be more
liberally remunerated,in this recommendation I concur,owing to the number
0f Indians and Chinese under instruction the school day is exceptionelly
labourous and difficult and as the result of the great pains and patience
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a large proportion of those who learn to read,write and cypher very well,
the school is kept on one side of the cell wing in the passage for want

of better accomodation.

The A/Surgeon,a Dr.A.DeWolf-Smith reports that the average health of the
convicts during the year has been exceedingly good,he refers to the great
want that exists for hospital,this will be supplied,I hope,in the course

of the next year by converting a portion of the Deputy Wardens quarters
into an infirmary as soon as the Wardens residence shall have been completec
The surgeon describes the condition of the married quarters as extremely
bad,he says that it is imperative that something be done at once to

remedy the existing state of affairs,a suitable drain should be constructed
from the house to the river and a water closet substituted for the dry
earthen boxes which are now in use.

In my last annual report I represented a very unsatisfactory manner in
which the pressing requirements of this penitentiary were met by the agent
of the Department of Public Works in Victoria,he seems to have studied

very carefully how not to do it,or if done,how to botch the system of his
two predecessors as regards the penitentiary.

During your visit last autumn to this institution some of the many defects
" were brought to your notice,remedies have been asked,for the past ten years
the Department of Public Works,under your instructions I made application
to the department again in 1887 to supply a number of wants,among these
were a residence for the Warden,proper drainage for the officers quarters,
suitable water closets instead of earth pits,a roof for the penitentiary
building,repairs to the work shops and a better water supply.

On visiting here last July I found nothing whatever had been done regarding
these much needed works,owing as I have been informed to the report of the
agent for the department of public works,that what had been asked for

under your authority ,the Wardens house excepted,as above mentioned were
not required.

The report of the surgeon respecting the drailnage and earth privies,
correspondence corroborates my own and the Wardens reports in these matters.
The Deputy Minister of Public Works,Mr.Baillairge,saw the conditions of

the roof,the basement floor,the water and the watef supply, the drainage of
the workshops etc.during his visit last summer and he can say whether or

not the agent of his department was justified in seeking to discredit
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the Minister of Public Works,the official statements of the inspector
and Warden,transmitted with your sanction to the secretary of the
department of public works,
Elsewhere the agents of the Public Works Department consult the Penitentiar
authorities in reference to works to be done or in progress in view of
giving better satisfaction in a meeting with views of the department,in
this penitentiary the contrary has been the rule,the suggestions of
eminently practical men which eventually proved to be correct had to be
adopted,have met with a cool contempt and neglect.
The water supply to the penitentiary was very defective,for some days
total failure was apprehended,the slops to the dam being badly constructed
and in a leaky condition, the work was done under the public works
direction a few years ago,the reservoir was left unfinished and in a most
unsightly condition,a gang of convicts under ordinary supervision would
have turned out a better job.Captain Pearly of the Public Works Department
knows something of this work.Ten lamp posts were asked for by you for the
grounds on certain points outside the penitentiary or elsewhere,at first
the agent reported against these posts being allowed at all,when ordered
to procure them he caused pine posts to be supplied instead of iron.
Although pine rots in the soil within two years,and although a balance of
several hundred dollars from the appropriation for Gas supply was available
to pay for the iron posts,this is only another instance of the disposition
that exists to run counter to the requisitions issued from this department
however needed or reasonable,
The barracks required for the single officers have been put up,I shall say
nothing for the architural design or merits further than to remark that
one of the oatmeal mills to be seen on the prairie near Fortage LaPrarie
or Brandon must have been taken 2s a model.There was ample ground whereon
to build a nice two story house,well laid out instead of the nondescript
structure which forms a front script to the penitentiary,the upper rooms
are utterly spoiled by the sight of the ceilings,the‘provision made for
heating could hardly have been worse, the bedrooms,eight out of ten I
think being left out in the cold,by a strange oversight,hall stoves or a

place for them in the upper or lower passage did not enter into the

conception of the arthitect.
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Dining and sitting rooms,instead of having grates which is usual in this
climate;are to be heated by stoves which for the greater part of the year
will be found an intorable nuisance.The drains under construction when I
saw it was unsuitable and defective,I instructed the Warden not to take
over the barracks from the agent of the public works department until a
good drain and a mesans of heating is provided.

The Warden mentions the fact that a mangle,not asked for or required,had
bern set up in the laundry and that a boiler and an engine had been placed
in position there for no other visible purpose than to drive the mangle
as the machinery connected with it proves,the mangle as the Warden states
is useless,so are the engine and boiler as they now stand,the machinest,
a practical man,who placed the boiler and engine in position has reported
that the workshops and prison could be heated by steam were another
boiler added.The agent of the public works department asserts that this
could not be done,it may be asked were the engine and boiler supplied
simply to turn the mangle.

The boiler is not required to heat the laundry,other means having been
provided for that purpose.In order to utilize the boiler now in the
laundry I would recommend that an additional one be supplied to heat the
workshops and the prison,having first established the fact that this is
practical.I cannot suggest any use for the engine.

When in New Westminster,acting upon your sanction,I instructed the Warden
to have the following work set on foot,the roofing of the prison building,
the erection of stables and other offices,resusciateing the workshops,
draining of the officers quarters,laying of water pipe from the Penitent-
iary main to these quarters,concreting of the entire basement of the
Penitentiary.The Warden has reported the completion of these works in a
most satisfactory manner at a comparetively small expenditure.

Owing to the difficulty which has heretofor been experienced in having
the needs of the Penitentiary satisfactorily met by the public works
department some change would appear to be very desirable in view of
bringinz this about,but not in a fault finding spirit that I have
considered it necessary,no matter how reluctantly,to state for your
information how unsatisfactory is the character of the works which have

been done under the direction of the public works agent and how unplesant
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are the relations that exist between that gentleman and those charged
with the administration of the Penitentiary.

It will be decidedly in the public interest and that of the institution
of this department,to resume control of building improvements and repairs,
at least in this Penitentiary.

As there 1is every reason to fear that the present water supply will give
out in a few years or in fact at any time,it is advisable,I think,to
enter into some arrangement with the company which proposes to supply
water to New Westminster from Lake Coquitlam,if as was origionally intendecd
the pipes be laid through a portion of the Penitentiary reserve,it might
be reasonably expected that the water supply for the institution and its
belongings could be secured on favourable terms as an equivelant for this

privelege.

I have the honor to be Sir: your obedient servant
J.G.Moylan, Inspector of Penitentiaries
31st.December 1888
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January 20th.1888 from the Colonist

A report on the British Columbia Penitentiary by J.G.Moylan Esq.
Inspector of Penitentiaries,

The total expenditure for the year was $34,722.57 of which $17,777.32
was paid in salaries,the total sum expended on rations was $4,558.40
the smallness of this amount being due to the excellent management of
Warden McBride and his Deputy.

0f the land surrounding the Penitentiary,these are made -to furnish the
greater portion of the food.The direct revenue of the institution was
$2,455,84, $2,226.85 of which was received from work done in the shoe

department.
The number in the Penitentiary on 30th.June was 89,a decrease of 16 from

that of 1886,
The total value of labor preformed during the year by the convicts was

$10,539.50.

During the year ending 30th.June,20 convicts were received in the
Penitentiary,ll whites,3 Indians and 6 Chinese.

Tabulated statements show that the following work was done in the shops
of this Penitentiary,

Shoe shop $2,278.13 Tailor Shop $2,351.30 Blacksmith Shop $574.85,
The farm produce was valued at $5,458.55. ‘

The surgeon reports a decrease in the number of hospital patients,
three deaths during the year and approval of the removal of insane

convicts to Kingston.
W.H.Keary reports an average daily attendance of thirty nine at the

school,of which eight are White,seventeen are Chinese,thirteen Indians

and one Half-Breed

End of Report
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Annual rveport of the B.C.FPenitentiary for the year ending 30th.June 1889,
Arthur H.McBride -Warden.

Sir:

I have the honour to submit to you the annual returns on the management
of this Penitentiary for the year ending 30th.June 1889,

On the 30th.June 1888 there remained here sixty eight convicts,on bail,one,
received since fourty four,total one hundred thirteen,Discharged by
expiration of sentence,eighteen,by pardon-two,by escape-two,which left
remaining 30th.June 1889-ninety one convicts.

Rev.Father Harris,0.l.I.,has resigned his position as R.C.Chaplin on
account of 111 health,he was the first appointed to that office here and
will be sadly missed especially by those who were under his spiritual
care.

The chaples are becoming greatly crowded,we are abliged to sit six in =
pew and sometimes seven,where none are comfortable or large enough for
more than four,

Work on the Wardens house has commenced,contractors are nearly finished
with the cellar and general foundations,the house for the accountant is
being built by convict labor,superintendent by the Carpenter Instructor.
The stable,cow house and cart house which was so much required has been
finished by Penitentiary labor in a thorousghly substantial manner.

You will be pleased to know the wooden floor throughout the whole basement
has been torn up and replaced by concrete,you saw how badly alteration
was needed,the new roof on which work was commenced while you were here
last year is now perfectly finished,having received the last coat.
Drainage from the guards cottages to the Fraser River was most successfuly
completed last summer,also substantial water closets were built.
Workshops have been put in good order and are now very comfortable
although very small for the purpose.

The roofs of all the buildings are painted with fire proof paint,also
the mansard roof of the prison building.

I am glad to know the money is granted for polnting the outside of this
building as it must be done as soon as possible,also the amount reguired

for the repalrs to the wall.
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I must call your attention to having a reliable water supply during dry
weather,the present source is not to be depended upon,

Plans are made for supplying the city from the Coquitlam Lake,I hope you
request the government to have the Penitentiary supplied from the same
source,also I must remind you of adding to the present cell accomodation,
there are now about seven cells vacant and the number of convicts are
steadly increasing.

The school is doing good work under the able management of Mr.Keary.

The Baker Instructor is appointed also the Carpenter Instructor,both are
of great value to the institution.

The conduct of the convicts has been good,especially during the later
part of the year as some who were troublesome were discharged, their

time having expired.

I am happy to be able to report that good feeling exsists among the staff
and also their strict attention to their several duties.

The Deputy Minister of Justice paid us a visit on July last and inspected
2ll the buildings,in August the Honorable lMinister of Customs who kindly
went over the institutionzal grounds and also the Deputy Minister of the
public works department who remained long enough to carefully inspect

all the buildinszgs.

Thanking you for useful information kindly given me on all occasions.

Your obedient servant,Arthur H.McBride.

Report of the Protestant Chaplin;

Sir: I have the honor to submit the annual report for the year ending
30th.June 1889,

Cn occasional visits made to the school I have pleasure in reporting that
the conduct of the convicts has been very satisfactory with as few excep=
ions as might be expected.lr.Keary,the school master still continues his
patient and successful work among those entrusted to his care,

I feel grateful to the department for the valuable addition to the
library,it is a source of great enjoyment and a profit to the convicts.

I trust that such changes will soon be made in the chapel as will enable
us to engage 1in the exercise of praise as well as\in other parts of

devine worship.

I have every reason to be encouraged with the results of my labors.

I must record my increasing conviction that the resident chaplin can do
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full justice to the work required and give to those here the same priveleg:
and the same opportunity for improvement as are enjoyed by the majority
of the convicts dominion,and this is more especially the case with such

a large proportion of Chinese and Indians,The increased costs will be a
mere trifle compared with the results.

The number of convicts under my care June 30th.1888 was thirty nine,on
bail-one,received during the year-twenty four,exchange from R.C,Chapel-
one, total-sixty five.

Number discharged during the year,by expiration of sentence-eleven,

by pardon-two,escaped-one,total fourteen.

Number of volumes received,three hundred ninety,added during the yvear-
sixty five,number of convicts using the books-twenty five,change of books
during the year was thirteen hundred twenty five.

Robert Jameson,Protestant Chaplin

Report of the R.C.Chaplin for the year ending 30th.June 1889,

In this my first report I have much pleasure in stating that I have found
this Penitentiary managed in a most orderly manner,the whole institution
kept clean and neat,the convicts under my care seem to appreciate the
kindness of the government in placing a spiritual director over them,
they are very intentive at devine worship.Rev.Father Martin 0.M.I.who has
been acting chaplin for some time back has informed me of the courteous
and obliging manner of the officers from the Warden down,I have much
pleasure in bearing testimony to the same.

The convicts are all very thankful for the advantages they have derived
from schooling under the efficient management of Mr.W.Keary

I beg to enclose a memorandum of convicts under my care for the yvear
ending 30th.June 1889,

Convicts under my care 30th.June 1888—tWenty nine,received during the year-
ten, females-one,total fourty nine.

Number discharged-seven,escaped—one,change to Protestant Chapel-one,
making a total of nine,remaining 30th.June 1889-fourty.

Fredrick Goachan,R.C.Chaplin.
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REPORT OF THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th June 1889

John S. D. Thompson, Minister

British Columbia Penitentiary. The conduct and industry of prisoners

have given satisfaction to superior Officers particularly since very bad

characters referred to in former reports have served our their sentences.

Protestant and Catholic Chaplins report favourably on the conduct of the

convicts for this year.

The surgeon reports the health of the convicts have been good, notwith-
standing the large increase in prison population. He refers to the improve-
ment of the sanitory condition of the Officers quarters through the removal
of plague breeding earth closets and defective drains. Also, for the sub-
stitution of cement for a decayed wooden floor in the basement of the prison

building which will tend to make the basement drier and more healthly for

those who have to work in that building.

I concur with the Warden that the prison water supply is precarious and

will not remain sufficient for our needs.

The resignation of Rev. Father Horris, Roman Catholic Chaplin because of ill

health.

The workshops have been suitably repaired and altered. They are now what

Mr, Trutch, the former Regent of the Department of Public Works should have

made them from the beginning.

The stairs leading to the Shoe and Tailor Shops have been placed outside.
This change ensures greater safety because the guard on the fence nearby can-
not fail to see whether anything goes wrong in the Shops and be able to give

the alarm.
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From the time the shops were built until needed repairs were made by this
department, frequent complaints of these defects were made to the agents of
the Public Works Department without receiving any attention. A new building
in the farm yard containing good stables, a cow and sheep house, harness
Toom, carriage and wagon wheel shed and the extnsive lofts for forrage has

also been put up under the direction of this department.

The Warden's house is in course of errection and will be ready for occup-
ation in a few months. The work of clearing the ravine lying between the
Penitentiary and the Lunatic Asylum is progressing steadily. In a few years
the land will furnish good pasture for sheep, while the soil is rich it would
be almost impractical to cultivate it, in consequence of the banks being so

steep.

A fly sheet printed in Washington territory containing the vilest slanders

and most barefaced falsehoods against the administration of this Penitentiary
and some of its most deserving Officers was put in circulation in Victoria
about twelve months ago. The production was the work of two of the most
depraved and hardened criminals that ever cursed, with their presence, any
penitentiary in the Dominion., It was one of them who coming across from
Seattle, distributed in a few hours, the untruthful and libelous publication
and made his escape to American territory before his arrest could be affected.
There are certain individuals who either are very credulous or very unfriendly
disposed towards the administration of the Penitentiary and made grave charges
alleging that serious abuses and irregularities existed. These charges were
of the vaguest nature, nothing definite being mentioned and they were advanced
in a manner in which everyone who appreciates fair play* and manliness must
stigmatize as dastardly. He is a veritable coward who makes accusations

against men who by reason of their position are helpless to defend themselves.
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There was not the moral courage or the proper sense of justice to formulate
his charge in view of affording an opportunity to the victims of this male-
volence to have the truth or falsity of the allegations duly tested. This is

a general proposition without any particular application.

The following is an account of the inquiry into the charges mentioned above:

Arthur H. McBride, Warden: having been duly sworn was examined.

Q. 1 As Warden of this Penitentiary do you know of any wrongdoing or
injustice or misconduct in connection with the administration that
the Minister of Justice should be informed of?

A, 1 I do not, not since the Penitentiary has been opened.

Q. 2 Do the Officers individually preform their duties satisfactorily as
well?

A. 2 Everyone who is here at present does so.

Q. 3 Are the convicts treated justly and humanely?

A. 3 Yes, from the opening of the Penitentiary, far more so than I have
known prisoners to be treated in the gaols of Victoria and New
Westminster.

Q. 4  Has corporal punishment been inflected frequently for light offences?

A. 4 I't has not and never for a light offence. Those so punished, compar-
itively few, richly deserve it. As my reports to Ottawa of the evid-
ence taken on oath will show.

Q. 5 Have the sick been cared for properly as regards medical aid and suit-
able diet.

A. 5 They have always received whatever the Doctor ordered them. The
surgeon has been very regular in his attendance. There is no hospital,
the cells are not fit places for the sick and the dying. To have them
there is not doing justice to the patients or to other prisoners who

are often disturbed by the moans and other noises. I think a Hospital
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Overseer is very necessary to look after the wants of the sick and
take advantage of the convalescent. This duty has been up to this
time, done by myself, the Deputy Warden and Steward. Sometimes by the
Accountant.

Have you read this statement made in the Senate last session by Dr.

Mr Ginnis of this place and the abuse that exists here?

I have and it is untrue.

Could any abuse exist without your knowledge?

Certainly not because I have lived here since the Penitentiary opened.
If any existed I would have seen or heard of them.

Can you assign any reason for Dr. McGinnis making such a statement?

I have reason to believe I offended him at the beginning of my admin-

istration because I did not appoint persons on the staff on his application

who were unfit for the position.

Had he an opportunity to see how the affairs of this Institution are

conducted?

He was employed as a substitute surgeon several times, he attended my on
family, also. on his nephew, the Steward. I was present at the invest-
igation held here by Mr. Trutch then the government agent. I frequently
asked him to visit the Penitentiary, he promised to come in his capacity
as Senator. He has not done so.

Have any other parties made or instituted charges against the admin-
istration of the Penitentiary that you know of?

The only other parties who have done so are the Kennedy Brothers,
publishers of the British Columbian Newspaper.
What did they say? .

They endorsed- Senator McGinnis' remarks and said that if half the

stories told by discharged convicts were true an investigation was very

much required.
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Have you had any conversation with these men on the subject?

No, but I have asked for one of the Kennedys and a reporter to visit
the prison and see for themselves how it was doing. They have promised
to come but they have not done so.

What led to the Trutch inquiry?

It was caused by a statement in which the late Judge Grey allowed an
escaped convict named Verlin to make in courgcharging the whole staff
will all manner of evil doings. Judge Grey after the investigation
publicly stated in the Assize Court to the Grand Jury and the audience
that the Officers were honourably exonerated from all blame after a full
inquiry had been made and that everything had been carried on well in

the Penitentiary and that the statement made by Verlin was unfounded.

Arthur H. McBride

Warden

10 December 1889

STATEMENT OF JAMES FITZSIMMONS, DEPUTY WARDEN - SWORN

>0

>0

>0

Have you good opportunities of seeing and knowing all that occurs in
the Penitentiary?

I have.

Do you live within its precincts?

I do. My quarters are in the building.

Are you much absent from the Penitentiary?
No, unless on business for the Institution.
What are your hours of duty?

5:00 A.M. until 5:00, 6:00 and 7:00 P.M. sometimes until 10:00 ot

11:00 P.M. and not seldom until midnight.
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Have you in preforming your dities to go through all parts of the
Penitentiary, in the course of the day?

That cannot be done everyday as my time maybe occupied in attending

to some special duty. For instance the Superintendence of some
particular works, but as a general rule I know all that goes on everyday.
How long are you in the Penitentiary service?

Since thiry-two years, the first of this month.

If any abuses or irregularities exist would you know them?

I am certain I would.

Do you know of anything wrong?

I do not.

Do you consider the Warden preforms his duties faithfully and in the
public interest?

I do. I may state here that coming up here in 1878 my instructions
from the Deputy Minister of Justice and from yourself were to see and
to carry out the administration here on the plan of Kingston Penitent-
iary. To consult with the Warden for this end, I have always done this
and the Warden and myself have been in accord to this end.

Have you known of any instances or cruelty or injustices by the Warden
or any other Officer towards convicts?

I have not since the day I came here.

Have you read or heard any charges of this nature?

I have, in a kind of broad sheet said to be published by a discharged
convict. I have also heard that convicts say distinctly that such
statements are not true.

Have you known of favouritism exercised towards~convicts?

No. If a man behaves himself well, he deserves to have confidence
reposed in him. I place him where I would not put a man who does not

observe the rules and who proves himself unworthy of trust, that is all
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the favoritism that I have shown.

As Deputy Warden does not the carrying out the details of the
administration devolve upon you?

Pretty much as regards discipline.

Does this necessarly bring you in close and frequent contact with
convicts?

Yes.

Does it happen that you have sometimes unpleasant duties to preform

as regards the punishment of convicts for misconduct?

Yes

What is the effectiveness among the prisoners who are well behaved?
The effect against the Warden and myself and the Officers who make
complaints on account of bad conduct is that we are in their ill will,
their lies and slander. When these men are released after being
punished and often loosing a part or the whole of their remission time
they tell all sorts of stories about cruel treatment and the like.

Do the Officers or any of them report upon trivial or no grounds?

The convicts in their charge, No, I do not think so.

Do you know of any Officer having dealt with them unjustly or too
rigorously?

I do not. They are kindly and fairly treated.

Has it come to your knowledge that any wrong has been done to govern-
ment in connection with the purchase of supplies, the awarding of
contracts for the insane or in the expenditure of funds for the
Penitentiaru?

I know of nothing wrong in any of these matters as far as the Officers
of the Penitentiary are concerned. I think it proper to state in this
connection that after paying for a quantity of cement ordered a year

ago for making a floor in the prison building, it was found that
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several barrels were of inferior quality. That portion of the cement
was supplied by the Public Works Department. The whole of it however,
was used and answered the purpose very well for which it had been
procured.

Have any contracts been awarded to your knowledge through favoritism
and not on the merit of the tenders?

Not one. They were awarded on their merits.

Have you been charged with favoring Catholic prisoners and Officers?

I have heard of such charges being made by both convicts and Officers.
What have you say about this?

I say on my work and oath that such a thing never entered my mind. I
deal with Officers and prisoners on their merits without regard to their
creed. (The Warden corroborates this statment.)

Have you seen a statement made by Dr. McGinnis last session of Parlia-
ment about abuses that exist in the Penitentiary?

I read it.

What do you think of it?

I think his statment is false.

Is this not a rather strong word to use?

I don't think so, but I think the charge was uncalled for on his part.
Do you think he made the statement in good faith and in the public
interest?

I do not.

Why do you say this?

I base my opinion upon the fact that Dr. McGinnis was annoyed because
after the opening of the Penitentiary he could not have his own way in
certain matters. I refer to certain appointments which he wanted to make

on the staff and to improvement on the grounds.
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Sworn to by J. Fitzsimmons, Deputy Warden, on the 10th day of December

1889.

Other members of the Staff gave evidence, there was Robert Jameson, Protestant
Chaplin; Thomas A. McGinnis, Steward; Fitsgerald, Keeper; George McKenzie,
Tailor Instructor; A Coutts, Blacksmith Instructor; Guard Quilty and a

number of other members of the staff,
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The Penitentiary
New Westminster, B.C.

14 September 1889

I wish to thank you for the pains you have taken to set forth in your views
upon the mould upon in which alleged abuses and irregularities in the
Penitentiary can be investigated before the tribunal you have been please to
indicate. It is not the first time that allegations of a similar nature of
those insinuated by you have been made against the administration of this
Penitentiary. Seven years ago upon the statement of a convict of notoriously
bad character, which one of the Judges permitted to be made in open court, the
conviction became strong in the minds of certain goodly citizens of New West-
minster that this Institution was a sink of iniquity and corruption. On the
recommendation of the late Mr. Justice Grey an inquiry was ordered by Sir
Alexander Campbell, then Minister of Justice. It was conducted by J. W.
Trutch and was as exhaustive as he could make it. This report clearly showed
that the charges against the administration and the Officer was unfounded and
utterly ridiculous. James J. Moylan, Inspector of Penitentiaries, for the

Dominion of Canada states 20 December 1880:

"I am more than pleased in the manner in which this Penitentiary is conducted.
The Officers are active and efficient and well conducted. They give a good
example to the prisoners and they carry out rules strictly and fairly. The
convicts are well treated and they are well disposed to comply with rules of
this prison. They cheerfully and diligently preform the work alloted to them,
though invited to so they made no complaint. In a wog@ everything goes on
smoothly and satisfactorily. If there are any of the abuses and irregularities

alleged, the Officers must get the credit of not only concealing and protecting

but also in being in perfect accord in so doing. They are unanimous in
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in challenging the appointment of special commissions or any other mode

of inquiry that you Mmay at any time consider it your duty to appoint.

End of Report



512 324

December 31st,1889 Daily World, Vancouver

The Penitentiary of British Columbia is one of the very plesantest
situated buildings it has ever been our lot %o visit.Away out at
Sapperton it is situated and encompassed by smiling fields and gardens
of its own,a lordly domain,not much like a prison,unyil one gets within
the building.The Penitentiary is a huge stone building.Entering a long
hallway the Warden's room is on the left hand side,a spacious room
combining the comfort of a library with the rigour of an office,

On the same floor,right and left,leading from the main hallway,are the

surgery presided over by Dr.De.Wolf Smith,and fitted with all the modern
appliances known to the physician,The store,various offices and the

guard room piled with arms and fitted with electric bells to warn the
warders in case of trouble.A door at the passage end leads to the prison-
ers quarters,Four tiers of cells run one above the other to the top of
the building,and around the block is a wide,iight and airy passage,in
which school is held.Each little cell is fitted with gas,and the furnit-
ure comprises a canvas bed,blankets,ets.and a pair of slippers,Descending
to the basement,the punishment cells are discovered, together with the
womens quarters-happily seldom if ever needed, the Wardens dining hall,
the kitchens and the offices.Upon the second floor are found the churches
of the Catholic and Protestant religions,together with libraries attached
to each and under the control of the Chaplains.

The following dietary scale proves beyond question that the prisoners

are well cared for;

Breakfast-Cold meat,4 oz;without bone:bread (white) 13 oz.;brown bread

1 oz.;coffee (peas),li pints;sugar % oz,

Dinner-Meat,7 oz.without bone;white bread,8 oz.;brown bread 1 oz,
potatoes,16 oz.;soup,li pints.

Supper-Bread 12 oz.;tea 1 pint;sugar $ oz,

The dietary for the sick is ewual to that of any hospital,and comprises

every delicacy usually supplied to invalids.
The building apart from the prison proper are to be found the blacksmith,

Tailoring and shoemaking shops,where the prisoners are taught the

trades under competent instructors.
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The bakehouse has a seperate building.A fine farm may,with truth,be saiqd
to beto be within the penitentiary grounds.Many fine cattle,horses and
fowl,as well as pigs,and a number of handsome pheasants,have their
quarters there.A fine granery and root house (once the abode of the

sappers and miners),coach houses and stables,help to give the place
much the appearance of a well managed homestead,gnd it is hard to
realize,when going through the grounds,that one is within prison walls,
A further addition is,we understand,to be made to the building which is
already a fine handsome structure.

The penitentiary enclosure includes 75 acres,40 acres of which are
under cultivation;besides which there are 24 more acres the property of

the institution,
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Annual report of the Warden , the B.C.Penitentiary,year ending 30th.June
1890,

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the annual returns from the
management of this Penitentiary for the year ending 30th.June 1890,

On the 30th.June 1889 there remained ninety one convicts,since received
eighteen, total 109,discharged by expiration of sentence, twenty five,

by pardon,eight,which left remaining on 30th.June 1890.seventy six convicts
I am pleased to say there is 3 decrease in the number of convicts ,this

I attribute to the better class of immegrants coming into the province,

The house for the Warden has been finished by the contractors and

handed over by the department of public works,it is now occupied,

The quarters vacated by the Warden in the Penitentiary building are now
occupeid by the Deputy Wiarden, the house built for the accountant by convict
labour is about finished, the hospital wards will be ready for use in a
short time to supply a long felt want.

The contract for bringing water from Lake Coquitlam has been let,I trust
someé arrangement will be made by city council for supplying the
Penitentiary from the same source,

The 1lighting of the Fenitentiary by gas I find to be a great improvement
on the old plan of useing coal oil.

The conduct of the convicts during the year has been good.The change of
clothing I consider an improvement and certainly not so degrading as the

old uniform.
The Officers on the whole have conducted themselves well,Good work is being

done in the school.

Cn November the Gth.last,his Excellency, the Govenor General honoured the
Penitentiary with a visit,he went over the prison building,workshops and
farm yard,he expressed much pleasure with everything that came under his
notice.In closing this report I beg to offer the most sincere thanks for
your assistance on many occasions during the year.

The Protestant Chaplin,Robert Jameson reports;

The number of convicts under my care this date,thirty eight,as against
Tifty one last year,the reduction is partly accounted for by the withdrawel
of the Church of England convicts from my care in September last by the
Minister of Justice,a service for them has been provided in the Wardens
Office by ministers of the Church of England at the same hour as the regular
service on Sundays and Wedensdays,
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The Roman Catholic Chaplin reports;

The convicts under my care continue to give satisfaction,they are really
edifying during the mass and instruction and by the good deportment and

attention one can see that they wish to learn and practice their duties

to God. |
Alas,the knowledge of these duties had been neglected before by too many
of them,this is in my opinion the reason why so many Catholics are found

within the prison walls,

The good treatment I received from the officers is certainly a great help
to the Chaplin in the accomplishment of his task and I take the opportunity
to thank them with my most cordial thanks,the courtesy of the Warden and
other head officers are second to none.

I beg to report in this report my deep sorrow at the premature death of
our late and long regretted Mrs.Fitzsimmons,the worthy consort of our
Deputy Warden,she was the consolation of many among the conviects and the
admiration of all by her exemplary life.

I must also include my sincere thanks to the people for their prompt action
in forwarding the organ,chalice and other articles I had asked for the
Chapel,

The one thing required at present is a larger and more comodious chapel,
I hope one will be built soon.

The Surgeon,W.A,DeWolf-Smith reports;

The average health of the convicts during the past year has been good, the
number of perscriptions given to conviects treated as outpatients was
three hundred seventy two,we still suffer from the absence of a properly
equiped hospital although I believe there is some prospect of temporary

hospital accomodation being provided.

The heating of the prison is still umsatisfactory and I would again
recommend the introduction of hot water heating.

During the past year the health of the officers and their families has
been good,by a recent order the families of the officers are given medical
attendance free of charge.

I have great pleasure in noticeing the exceedenly satisfactory manner

in which Mr.McGiness preforms the duties of acting hospital steward.
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I have’again to acknowledge my indebitness to the Warden and other
officers for much assistance and advice.

The School Master,Mr.W.H.Keary,reports
The daily average attendance of thirty two,branches taught are,
reading,writing,spelling,arithnetic.

The school has been visited by the Warden and Rev,Mr.Jameson.
I sincerely trust that in the near future some provision will be made
for better school accomodation.

I have the honor to be Sir;your obedient servant

W.H.Keary
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August 28th, 1890,

Tb the Editor of the British Columbian:

Sir:

Can you kindly inform me how it is that the prisoners ang
teams from the B.C. Penitentiary are employed on constructing
a drain, and other work, from the new orphans' home at
Sapperton to the Brunette Creek? Having seen no notice of
any tenders being called for this work, I am rather at loss
to understand if it is on a contract, day or job work lines

that these good pecple are carrying out this undertaking,

Can it be within the bounds of probatility that a 1ittle
private scheme for mutual aggrandizement is being manipulated
by the Warden and his Deputy to eke out a fairly lucrative

position they hold as government officials,

Let us hope, on the other hand, that the greatest of all
virtues, charity, has even penetrated the brezst of government
servants to such a degree that they feel constrained to go
outside of their recognigzed avocation and perform this labour
of love simply and purely from a desire of advancing +the

welfare of the poor orphans,

Be the cause, however, what it may, the effect nonetheless
is that the work in question is taken out of the hands of
those who are engaged in this kind of work as a means of
livelihood and who would gladly avail themselves of such

opportunities to earn their daily tread.
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If our respected Penitentiary 0fficials are underpaid for

their services they perfofm, and cannot subsist without taking
work that others still more heedy should have, then, by all
means, and at once, such representation should be made that
would cause our Dominion Government to raise the salaries

of its employees in this department, so that they might be
enabled to rest from their labours, and be at peace, or at
least confine their field of action within the sacred precincts

of the Penitentiary walls.

Signed: An Anxious Enquirer.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WARDEN, 1891, B. C. PENITENTIARY

Sir:
I have the honour to submit to you the Annual Returns of the Penitentiary

for the year ending 30th June, 1891.

On the 30th June, 1890 there remained 76 convicts,
Received since: 33
TOTAL 109
Discharged by Expiration of Sentence: 33

by Pardon: 2

by Death : 1

Which left remaining on 30th June, 1891: 73 convicts.

I am pleased to report a decrease in the number of convicts. The sick have
been removed to the Hospital Ward, which has been fitted up for them in a very
comfortable manner. The conduct of the convicts during the year has been good.

A great many of them appreciate the knowledge gained while attending school.

The Officers have conducted themselves well but much dissatisfaction exists
in regard to salaries. The necessities of life are still more expensive in
B.C. than in the eastern provin;es. A guard when first appointed receives

only $500.00 per annum. Out of this sum he is obliged to pay house rent.

There are not enough houses built to accommodate all the married Officers.

The photograph gallery built by convict labour is about completed. I beg to
call your attention to the fact that nothing has yet been done about heating

the wing with hot water or steam. The stoves are not suitable for that pur-

pose.
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The new uniform for the Officers, although much neater than the old is not
so suitable for Officers of the Penitentiary, as many of them are obliged to
carry keys, etc and there is no pocket in the tunic fit for that purpose.

I hope you will see the necessity of having the uniform altered and made

more serviceable,

On the 11th of September 1890 we had the pleasure of a vist from the Honourable
Sir Hector L. Langevine, Minister of Public Works. He inspected the building.

It is now nearly two years since we have had the advantage of a visit from you.
This is much too long a time to pass without a inspection. I hope your visits

will become more frequent and now before closing this short report I would

like to thank you most sincerely for the many favours received during the

year.

Your obedient servant
Arthur H. McBride

Warden
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ANNUAL REPORT OF PROTESTANT CHAPLIN, ROBERT JAMESON, 1 July, 1891

I have to report favourably on the conduct of the convicts at the School
under Mr. Keary. Now the efficient work in the school you may judge from

the fact that since the year 884 no fewer that 76 Chinamen and 36 Indians
have been taught to read and write English fairly well. Besides the

teachings of these various nationalities who came here unable to read or
write, the school and the library have been a great blessing to the prisoners.
There has been a total of 64 in the Protestant Chapel during the year.

33 Whites, 27 Chinamen and 4 Indians. There are also a few others who

attend Sunday Services conducted by Bishop Sillitoe, refered to in the

last report.

A report by M. J. Morgan as proof of interest that convicts are taking in
their studies as proof of the excellence of the system adopted by Mr. Keary
in the manner of education as well as a sure indication that his pupils are
fully appreciative of his painstaking and kindness in their regards. We have
in prison 28 Catholic convicts as against 32 last year. 16 have been dis-

charged on expiration of sentence and 1 pardoned, while 13 have been received.

Surgeon W. A. DeWolf-Smith on the 1st July, 1891 reported that the health of
the convicts during the past year has been fairly good. The number treated

as hospital patients have been exceptionally small, some of them particularly
two of them suffering from pulmonary trouble have spent a long time in the
hospital which keeps the expense of this department high. More prisoners

are treated as out-patients this year than last, the number of prescriptions
given to such patients - 444. T regret having to mention the fact that on the
19th July 1891 one of the convicts died suddenly. An inquest was held and a

verdict of death from heart disease was returned.
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The heating of the prison is still unsatisfactory, and I again recommend

the substitution of a hot water system for the plan now in use,

End of Report
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REPORT OF THE PROTESTANT CHAPLIN, ROBERT JAMESON

Robert Jameson making his 13th Annual Report for the year ending 30 th

June 1891.

The organ has very much helped to brighten our services and make them more
impressive and I trust are more profitable. There are two things we very
much require: a larger chapel - if it were not so crowded and had betfer
ventilation it would be better for our health and our devotions. Second:
we require a more satisfactory method of getting additions to our library
from year to year, many of the books we ask for we never get and many of
them are so cheaply and badly bound that they are almost useless. Why
could not the Chaplins get the money allowed and be at liberty to purchase
the books to the best advantage. It is very little that is granted to us
for the purpose. I have long been under the impression that we do not get

all or even that little.

Acting Catholic reports 28 catholic convicts as against 32 last year. 16

having been discharged on expiration of sentence.

My sincere thanks are due to the Warden and other Officials for their

unvarying courtesy.

The School Master reports an average of 25 convicts for the fiscal year.
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28th.January,1892 Vancouver Daily World

Life behind prison bars;

erhans be some what unfair to charge the +time honoured city of
minster with being the home of crime,and yet it comes very near

being such,which is the home of nearly all the criminals in the province

0

whom the authorities can lay their hands on.

The Dominion British Colonies act and the Provincial Prison act are both
included among the criminals of that city.

To the average newspaper readsr,criminals and their habits are always
interesting,and nowhere in Canada can the study of both be better afforded
than at the British Columbia Penitentiary.

Curiosity prompted the World representitive to pay the institution a
visit on Tuesday and came through the courtesy of Warden McBride,nothing
of interest was allowed to pass unnoticed, the institution commands =

grand view,from the rooftop a beautiful panaroma of scenic grandeur is
bresented.The lordly Fraser can be seen given back to one dazzeling,
simmering brightness of the noon hour sun.Afar its banks, forest of pines
and cottages are mirrored in the waters,

All told there are at present seventy four convicts confined in the
Penitentiary and they represent all colors,creeds,races and are drawn from
every degree and station in society.

The deliberate schemer,the victim of circumstances,all there and different
though they have much the same measure of justice meeted out to them.
China of course contributes the lions share of the population,but less
than nineteen of the total number of convicts claiming as their native
country the land of the rice and tesa planter.The noble red man of the
forest have a very special knowledge as regards numbers, there being seven
of them.There is a large register of convicte kept in the guard room on
the ground floor and this gives the connecting link between their

arbitory prison numbers 2nd the convicts names and lives,there are four
life men in the penitentiary, they are known %o the associates simply as
convicts 273,256,222 and 354.The first of these is Michael Kennedy whose
liberty was cut short for the foul murder done,thq two following numbers
represent Chinamen,LeChang and AhChang, the authorities have never had

time to think or determine which.
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AhChang was sentenced to death but sentence was commuted +to life imprison-
ment by the government.The government has fed,clothed and has contracted
to do so while he remains in this vale of sorrows ,LeChang,his fellow
countryman did not commit nurder but in company of several others he
made a first class attempt at killing a defenseless old women who kept 2
small store,in consequence the zovernment has been providing for his
every want since that he may not repeat the attempt.The last of the
quartet who had their course marked out for them to the grave 1is Lawerence
Wheelan,whose part in the shooting of David Fee of Viectorisa has not yet
been forgotten,though every hope in this world has died out of their
breast these men go around much the same as the others, they have becone
wonderfully mechanical and they care not whether the sun shines or whether
it hides behind a cloud,they zo about 25 mere machines,because in prison
at least,it is by far the easiest but quite indefferent to their
surroundings.,
Among the other convicts are Martin Van Buren who is credited with holding
tim n

ribou stage express a short e 230 and re onveyance

o
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le
blus money and valuables which were aboard,despite the de
Dutch name which he honburs,the stage robber is an i
are supposed to know say that when he has served the term he will come
into the enjoyment of the spoils which smount to much more than he could
have honestly doubled during the period of his incarceration.
whose alleged fun is for writing

TN

en there 1is the famous Dr., 3.H.Griffen
sreek letters,profitic of other peoples demises and ornamented with

>

¥
*

4

hznds,cost him his liberty.The Doctor has had perhaps as

o

ominous black
zdventurous & life as any conviet in the penitentiary,he has fluctulated
from wezlth and affluence with ths attendent coach and four to the p
stricken wretch and convict,and there are those detectives in Ur
domzins who are so sure that the Doctor is an accomplished embe
they have had pictures of him printed on cards and distributed
among the police officals of the american continent,in it the Doctor is

shown during the times when he was flush,when his moustache was waxed out,
when he wore a button hole boguet and under such circumstances he is
certainly more presentable than in the convict garb,and better able to

hide the mixed blood which courses through his veins.
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The Dr.is married,having several years ago taken one of London Ontario's
daughters as his wife,his honeymoon was as brilliant as s sky rocket,but
since then the bride has had occasion to believe that the current of true
love does not run smoothly,as her spouse has more or less been under
restraint by reason of lack of appreciation for his talents by several
different communities.
The chief cause of crime has been the problem that more than one has
strugzled with in vein to solve.Warden lcBride dispenses with it in a
somewhat origional and reasonable method,he charses insanity with being
the chief cause of crime and when one considers the length of the word
to which insanity must be stretched,the ressonableness of the the Ty
becomes more apparent,but that is not what the world wants +o reason about,
There are in all about ninety four acres cormected with the penitentiary
and since the inception of the institution almost half of that has been
cleared and put under cultivation by convict labor,and the convicts are
now at work clearing the ravine which will also be put under cultivation.
There is no room for idlers in the British Columbia FPenitentiary,all are
kept employed,and so diversified are the callings of convict labor,is
altogether restricted to the maintenance of the institution.
All the vegetables used are grown upon the premises and this renders the
keeping of hogs an easy matter,a few cows and a number of sheep are also
kept and the care of these also occupys no small portion of the out of

door labor,when coupled with the land clearing

D
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There 1c also much inside work to be attended to,the i
carpenter shop,shoe and boot shop and a tailoring establi
are entrusted with these branches of %I

[63]

class of prisoner

would be unsafe to trust the desperate characters with the fools of the

.

trade.The convicts are assizned to certain departments of work by the
requirements of the time demanded,in the case however of sz young man
entering the penitentiary who shows himsel? deserving of consideration

an effort is made to permit him to work in a particular line which he

to eizht guards upon elevated lookouts keep thelr attention on
the the penitentiary and its workhouses durinz the day and they are so
t

ey can cover any part of the grounds with their Winchester



have

339

Yarden McBride looks well after the diet of convicts and it is doubtful
if any pfison has so varied a bill of fare as the B.C.Penitentiary, indes
throught the institution it is 5 marvel of good government which
evidences better than anything else could that a steady level head and s
firm hand is the directory of its affairs.

The raising of hogs enables the warden o have the conviects changs off
from beef once in a while to pork and on Sunday morning they generally
mutton stew,each morning pea coffee is served and the tea custom is
observed by serving of salmon to every convict in the prison and on such
an occaslon they receive an extra allowance of tea.

comfortable than many suppose and it is a

[}

The institution is far mor
question indeed that taking in discipline and the like,save the disgrace,
many honest laborers would be wi illing to cbang places with those inside
erything is planned that the best in their nature is appealed
are rather smaller than most prison cells and in each of th

S
le of clothing and furniture has a number stamped upon it.
n

the prison,ev
to.The cell
every artic

€]
92}

No correspondence with the character stamped upon the bosom of the

occupant other than clothing.

There are four tilers of cells and they will accomodate all told nearly

-

one hundred convicts,in front
to the prison rules are kept burning each evening until nine o'clock when

[

all are supposed to turn

n,it would surprise our readers if they could
ance into these cells and see the books which are piled upon the
1

1 S
'dly 2 prominent devine whose sermons are not in one of the
er,this may be the frult of the regular religious services

cells or anoth 3
which are held twice a week.
There are three relizious denominations in the 1life of the penitentiary,

the Church of “ngland holds forth in the wardens office e,there are not many
le

of 1te members,the Roman Catholics have 3 neat 1itt chapel arranged

)

oss the hall

~
“

3

for them just off the wing in which the cells are and s
from this,the remaining chapel,this is the presbyterian stripe,and as

those who are not either Catholic or Bvangelical,churchmen are sent in

by the presbyterian route.The services in the chapel are more numerously
h

0

attended than any of the oth

@

fox

of sach cell is a gas jet and these according
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2 time, this arrangement

By good conduct convict may greatly shorten his

has the effect of securing good discipline among the men and saveing a
few scraps among themselves there has been no disorders of a serious
nature.

Recently a photograph gallery has been erected and photo's of the convicts

thing which reflects much to

taken as they arrive,there 1s one

are now
the credit of the province and that is the absence of female offenders,
there 1s not a female prisoner in the penitentiary and since its inception

there has been but one,Helen Hardy,with a dozen different aliases,she is

now doing a second term in the provincial prison for larceny.
short distance

~
[=3

The Warden has a wonderfully attractive home from the

immediately
fferent parts of the
in the

a grand view of the river

ounde also command 2

T
hey

penitentiary,his 2
below, the electric alarm calls which connect the dif

institution are also connscted regidence c=o that

with the wardens

event of any upriseing,any man attached to the penitentiary can be
communicated with instantly.

osed ofjArthur H.McRBride-%Warden,
v.Father

a.DeWolf-Smith,Surgeon.

The staff of the penitentiary is

co
Rev.R.Jameson,Presbyterian Chaplin, Guertin O0.M.I.,R,C.Chaplin.

Jameg Fitzsimmons,Deputy Warden., . W.B.Keary

accountant and store expert.Thomas A.McGinnis,steward., W.J.Carrcll,

hospital overseer. George licKenzie,A.Coutts,Charles I,Dera,James Miller,
Kenneth llcRay,trade instructors. Thomas Quilty,Keeper. R.Smith,Teamster,
Hal lMcKay, Finley Stewart, James Doyle, R.J.Robertson, D.C.HcGillvary,
Adam Jackson, Benjman Burr, John McNiven, Pat Finnigan, Thomas Sampson,
Dan WMchaster and E.J.Muldoon guards

In addition to his other duties the accountant has to teach school each

day after dinner,as soon

cannot read or write are

.F‘

t

h
"l

il

7
4

as dinner 1s over those of the

brought out of their cells as

ls the air.The lessons zare heard in front of the cells.

convicts who
well as the

oreisners and during their lesson the most confusing bablum of talk
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WARDEN FOR THE YEAR 1892
TO THE

INSPECTOR OF PENITENTIARIES: J. G. MOYLAN, ESQUIRE

On the 30th June, 1891 there remained here: 73 convicts
Convicts received since: Males 19
Females 1
TOTAL 20 Received
Discharged by Expiration of Sentence: 15
Discharged by Pardon: 1
by Escape: 2
Left remaining’ 30 June 1892: 75 convicts

I am pleased to note the decrease in the number of convicts during the past
year, that is when compared with the number admitted during the former years.
The conduct of the prisoners has been good and you will regret if I do not
demote that the general health has been very favourable, although there has
been a great deal of sickness in the surrounding neighourhood we have suffered
very little inconvenience from illness. At the present writing there are no

cases in the hospital.,

I must draw your attention to the fact that our water supply is far from fresh
and at times is not fit for drinking or cooking. The work of clearing and
building is going on above the dam. O0ld roads are being reopened and after a
rain the condition of the water is most objectionable. The city waterworks
are nearly completed and one of their mains run along the northern boundary
of the Penitentiary grounds. Therefore, I hope you will see fit to have the

prison and other buildings supplied from that source.

The School continues to be satisfactorily conducted under Mr. Keary.
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A new wharf on which improvement was very much needed has been built during
the year. In order to make it more serviceable for our wants it will be

required to be partly covered.

I am glad to see than an appropriation has been made for heating the prison
building with hot water which should have been done in the beginning. It is

impossible to keep the place neat and clean with the number of clumsy stoves

required.

You will be pleased to hear that the conduct of the Officers has been good.

I am happy to say that I have seldom had to report anything to the contrary,
and now in closing this short report, I beg you will accept my sincere thanks
for the kindly assistance received from you on many occasions; not only for the
year just ended but also during the many years that I have had the honour of

managing this Institution under your able guidance.

I remain your obedient servant,

Arthur H. McBride
Warden
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOLMASTER, 30 June 1892

Sir:
I beg leave to submit my report on the school at this Penitentiary for the

fiscal year ending 30 June 1892.

The average attendance was 27. Subjects taught: reading, writing, spelling,
dictation and arithmetic. With pleasure I state that the majority of those
attending desire to improve by embracing every opportunity both on the school

and in the cell practice.

Many thanks are due to our Warden for the great interest he has taken in this
department. Also to the Chaplins for aiding in the good work in education.
It is regreted that a more suitable room for school cannot be provided, as it

is now we use one side of the wing for teaching which is not at all convenient.

Your obedient servant

W. H. Keary
Schoolmaster
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Some salaries paid in 1892:

Messenger §560.00 per year to the Warden at $2,150.00 per year
Per Capita cost for convicts for the year 1891 - 1892 is $480.46

Net per capita cost per diem: $1.30

The Protestant Chaplin Reports: there have been 51 convicts under my care

during the year. 43 remaining at this date, 30 June 1892.

White: 17 Chinese: 20 Indians: 3 Coloured: 2 Halfbreed:

The Roman Catholic Chaplin, W. M. J. Morgan Reports: for the year ending

30 June 1892, the number of convicts under my charge has been reduced from

28 to 23.

Report of the Surgeon, 1st July 1892: the health of the convicts in this

Penitentiary has been good. During the past year we have reason to be thank-
ful that the small pox which is now more or less epidemic throughout this
province has found no entrance to the Penitentiary. I again beg to call to

your attention the question of heating the prison.

Schoolmaster for the B.C. Penitentiary 30 June 1892 Reports: the average

attendance is 27. Subjects taught: reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic.

End of Report.
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Inspector of Penitentiary's report for 1892

B.C.Penitentiary

The conduct of the prisoners as reported by the Warden to have been
good and to have given satisfaction,one convict excepted,this man is
thoroughly depraved and wicked and hails from the States,it is Wrong
that such a hardened and unscuprulous villan as he is should be let
loose upon society at the expiration of a comparetively short sentence.
For these characters the prison of isolation coupled with the indeter-
mined sentence system would be Jjust the remsdy.

The Warden calls attention to the defective character of the water
supply,persuant to my report you have seen fit to authorize the
negotiation of a contract with the waterworks commissioners of New
Westminster to furnish the Penitentiary.The terms are favourable and
include fire service,water for the farm yard,garden and Officers

quarters, tenders for the pipe and plumbing have been called for and

N

the award of the contract has been made.
¥ superior quality from the Coguitlam

@)

The water 1s pronounced to be
Lake and would be abundant and unfailing as long as required, the corp-
oration of the city of New Westminster made application for fifteen feet
of ground in front of the Wardens residence for the purpose of widening
the public road running from the city to Sapperton and Port Moody,

this has been allowed on condition that the grade of the road be raised
and a retaining wall built from the wooden bridge over the creek running
out of the ravine to the entrance gate to the Wardens Grounds.

A similiar wall is to be built by the corporation at the foot of the
embankment from which the officers guarters stand.

If the work be properly and substantialy done the government property
will be greatly improved.

A new wharf for the use of the prilson has been constructed,it is
stronzly and solidly built,a shed upon it will be necessary for coal

and lumber etc. and can be put up by convict labour.The small wharf

and shed directly opposite the entrance to the Penitentiary has not

been removed,ilt 1s obJectionable to have these structiures S0 near to
places where the convicts work and to have small boats moored to thenm,
by the aid of confederatesg in these boats,escapes could easily bhe
effactad,The Warden has been structed to carry out the provisions

of the act by clearing away the trespassers from the Penitentisry

J

D

~

serve,
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It is proposed to heat the prison with hot water and an appropriation

of $5,875.00 was made for that purpose last session,tenders have been
invited and the work will be done at considerably less cost than was
estimated.

The guards quarters are in good repair but baths are much needed, these
can be put in at a comparativly small expense,I recommend that they be
allowed. '

The crops have been very good,the land is skillfuly handled as regards
manureing,draining,rotation of crops and thorough cultivation.This is
shown by the fact that there is no expenditure for potatoes or other
vegetables or forage incurred here.The trades carried on are tailoring,
blacksmithing, carpentry,shoemaking and baking which gives employment to
about thirty convicts,the other prisoners are engaged in the necessary
domestic work of the prison and at outside labour such as farming,clearing
the land,gardening and general improvements on the reserve. Several Indians
and Chinamen work in the tailor shop and become very good tradesmen,the
work done in the shoe shop is of superior quality,the instructor taking
great pains with his men.The output is greater than is required for the
prison.I recommend that authority be given to dispose of the surplus to
outside customers at trade prices,this is so compartively limited that it
cannot effect the regular dealers,even at the risk of doing this I
consider it necessary to urge the advisability of placing on the market
the proceeds of convict labour as well to create revenue as to afford

the prisoners the means of learning trades.

A number of officers are obliged to pay rent for the houses they occupy,
ten only having been built by the government for married men,I recommend
that those who cannot be accomodated with lodging be grantsed an allowance
for rent in order that they may be placed on the same footing with the men
who have free houses.

In an interm report from the Protestant Chaplin,he makes objection to
convicts attending the Church of England services provided gratuitously
by Bishop Sillitoe,there is no just grounds for this complaint, the

same arrangements will be carried out under similiar circumstances in
each of the other Penitentiaries,that is to say,where clergymen of
different denominations volunteer their services and were accomodation

available at the appointed hour for religious exercises.
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The principle of permitting convicts to attend the worship of the church
to which they belong has always been recognized by the Uinister of
Justice,the obstacles in the way heretofor have been lack of clergymen
to offer thelr services in conformity with the prison hours and rules.
The protest of the Chaplin therefor in view of the usage established by
the former board of directors and which has besen confirmed by success-
ive Ministers of Justice in inopportune and not inorder,

e Chaplin reports fourty three convicts remaining in his care at the

=
=

d of the year,twenty were Chinsse,three Indlians,two n=2gros and ons

D
o)

halfbreed with seventeen white men.The conduct of the prisoners while
attending devine service he says,has bsen very good.

The Catholic Chaplin has had twenty three convicts under his charge,
thelr general conduct he states,leaves little to be desired.He regrets

the accomodation for those attending school 1s not tetter,as =2t rcheste:

4

Do
the school 1s held in the flag passage of the cell wing,at present
nothing better can be provided,but when the new chapels are built this
want can be met.The choir is making satisfactory progress,?ather Horgan
also suggests that the organists remuneration is hardly commensurate

h inv

70lved and the time taken up.

The surgeon reports the health of the convicts to have been very good,

it is fortunate the Penitentliary escaped the smallpox which made its

appearance in several places throughout the province,he says the hospital
11 ¢ t

c y
sk is a difficult one,requiring great patience and labour owing to
1 e ong the pupils,withall,his success in bringing them
inese,Indizns and Italians in a wonderfully short
nding the school,the Catholic Chaplin says their
siduous attention to study certainly dessrves praise.
bable that 2 change in Wardenship will be necessary on account
1 the present incumbent.lMr.VcBride entered the

ce as govenor of the Victoria Gaol in 1864,this Gaol

the purpose of a Penitentiary and a number of convicts
long sentences on 2 life man were transfered from it in 1878
P t

iary at New Westminster to which Mr.lMcBride was appointed
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Warden in June of that year,

Iamates remaining on the 30th.June 1891,73 males,no females,total 73.
Recelved since June 30th.1891,19 mzles,l female,20 total,

Discharged since 30th.June 1891,17 males,l female,total 18,

Remaining in the institution 30th.June 1832,75 males,no females,

total 75.

During the year the population imcreased by two,there were two escapes,

the daily average in the institution 73,no deaths.
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647
March 13th, 1893 The Columbian
THE PENITENTIARY INVESTIGATION
Mr. George Lawrence Foster, Accountant for the Penitentaries
Branch, Department of Justice, arrived in the City on
Saturday evening to investigate certain matters at the R.C.
Penitentiary, his investigations, it is understood, will

occupy at least a week.
Mr. Foster is accompanied by his wife, and they are staying

at the Colonial Hotel.

Vancouver

Varch 14th

-t

al Accountant of the Department of

te

G. Lawrence Foster, Spec

Cq

ustice for the Penitentiary Section, arrived from Ottawa
a few days ago and went over to New Westminster to investigate
the accounts of the Penitentiary, the charges of boodling

in connection with this Institution are of the gravest

character, Mr. Foster comes at the instigation of

O

G.E. Courbould, lMember of Parliament from this district.
lioney has been misappropriated, and it is alleged has been

By

lost in gambling at a well known Westminster club.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WARDEN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30 June 1893

B. C. PENITENTIARY

I have the honour to submit to you the Annual Returns on the Management of

this Penitentiary for the year ending 30 June 1893.

On the 30 June 1893 there remained: 73 convicts
Received since: 38 males
1 female

TOTAL RECEIVED: 39 convicts
Discharged by Expiration of Sentence: 21 males

by Pardon: 1

by Death : 1
Transferred to Kingston Penitentiary: 1 female
TOTAL REMAINING 30 June 1893: 90 convicts

Although the number of convicts has increased during the past year, I am
pleased to say the general health has been good. No doubt owing to the
perfect drainage of the Institution. We are now using water from the city
reservoir which is very pure, it comes from Lake Coquitlam, about fourteen
miles from the city. The pressure for fire purposes is abcut 117 pounds,
With a never failing supply. The hot water heating apparatus has also been
put in the dormitory and halls which wiil have a great improvement on the
stoves formerly used. The heating apparatus in the werkshops was so unsat-
isfactory, especially during our last severe winter, that also has been
throughly renovated under the supervision of Mr. J. Devlin, Engineer from
Kinston Penitentiary. Mr. Devlin will have other plumbing done, very nec-

essary for sanitory purposes.

A stone wall has been built in front of the Wardens quarters by the city

authorities, assisted by convict labour. A deep cutting has been made on
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Columbia Street by the City authorities in front of the married men's quarters.

A stone wall must be built there at once, as the bank is crumbling away.

The school, as has always been the case, continues to make good progress under

the supervision of Mr. Keary who takes great interest in it.

The conduct of the Officers is good. Provision should be made for married
guards where the government has not provided houses for them. Allow them

at least an equivalent to the amount they pay for house rent.

Provisions must be made to increase the accomodation for convicts. At
present there are very few cells unoccupied. Before closing this report I
must remind you of the benefit derived from the Inspector's visit. It matters
not how clearly the Warden's Report may go into details, it fails to impress
upon the Department the wants that exist which the Inspector can only see

and in nearly every case can remedy them. Certainly no one can fill his

place here and his visits should be made frequent.

Your obedient servant

Arthur H. McBride
Warden
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The Roman Catholic Chaplin Reports:

There are at present under my charge 24 convicts. 23 being men and one women,

as against 23 last year.

The Report of the Surgeon 1 July 1983 :

It is with satisfaction that I again report the fact that no serious disease
has invaded the prison. The number of men treated in the hospital has been
small. I am glad at last to be able to report that the last portion of the

prison has been heated with water.

The Schoolmaster Report, 30 June 1893:

The average attendance 32. Subjects of instruction: reading, writing,
spelling, composition, grammer and arithmetic. Nationality of those attending:
Whites: 8 Negroes: 3 Indians: 11 Chinamen: 10. It is regretted
that the time allowed for teaching is so short - 20 minutes. Besides which
the choir practice as now arranged seriously interferes with the attendance

at school on Fridays and Saturdays.

End of Report.
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August 31st, 1893 The Columbian

My attention has been called +o what seems, to put it midly,
very strange conduct in the management of the R,C. Penitentiary.
I have been informed that s certain friend of Deputy Warden

Fitzsimmons died on the 28th inst. last Monday, that on the

[

following morning Mr. Fitzsimmons took a guard from the

Penitentiary to the Brunette Mills and procured some lumber,

1.

which was taken to the Penitentiary shop and there converted

[}

into a coffin for the deceased friend; that, on the s=ame
evening, the Deputy Warden took two guards, in charge of two
convictes, to a certain church cemetary some distance from the
Penitentliary in the woods, the party remaining out until

»

between eight and nine o'clock, engaged in diggineg a grave

he

r

and completing funeral arransements; and that, during

.

forenoon of the next day, sll the convicts in the shop

2]

»
were locked up while Deputy Warden, and 211 the available
guards, about elght in number, and two convicts were
attending the funeral of Mr., Fitzsimmon's lamented friend.
Now, what a number of innocents, myself inciuded, want to

know is, has the B.C. Penitentiary, as a concern, gone into

n

the undertaking business, or has the Deputy Warden started

in this line on his own account, with full authority to use

the staff and resources of the Institution a* pleasure.
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648 A
Another thing we should like to know is, what was the Warden

thinking about to allow such irregularities as sbove noted.

I understand that further particulars with regard to the
subject matter of this communication may be obtained from
guards P. Finnegan, J. Doyle and teamster DP. Smyth, who are

in a position to furnish the same.

Yours truly,

A Taxpayer.
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December 16th.1893 The Colonist

Attempted Jail Delivery;

A gang of convicts led by a life man made a desperate attempt to
escape from the Penitentiary in New Westminster on December 15th.1893,
shortly before five 0'Clock last evening by a number of convicts
working on an outside gang,the attempt was unsuccessful,a member of
the Colonist visited the Penitentiary to obtain full particulars of the
incident,Mr.McBride said that all the information he would give was
that three convicts tried to escape and that one had been shot in the
leg.

The 1little revolt was witnessed by one outsider,however,who gave the
following particulars.

A gang of fifty one convicts had been working all afternoon in the
ravine within the walls to the west of the Wardens residence not far
from the Columbia St.limits of the grounds.

A few minutes after four thirty P.i.an order was glven by one of the
suards in charge to form up and return to the Penitentiary,as the
convicts bunched together a number of them by pre-concerted arrangement
made a sudden break from the ranks and charged one officer,Coutts,who
stood between them and the wall, throwing stones and roots at him as
they advanced,the officer stood his ground at first and ordefed the
men back,they replied with =z yell and a fresh shower of stones and
continued their rush for liberty.Coutts,armed with a repeating rifle
fired several shots over the.heads of the mutineers,this frightened
the more timid of the zang who came to a halt but a number still kept
on across the ravine and by this time the guards on the wall had
taken in the situation and opened fire on the revolters,the whistling

of the bullets about their ears brought all but three to their senses,

i}

this trio consisted of a man named Kennedy,a Half-breed and anothe
individual whose name could not be learned,regardless of the chower

of lezd falling about them they continued rapidly across the ravine
and their chance of escape were brightening each instant,when a bullet
struck Kenmnedy in the calf of the leg he fell,unable to proceed
further,when Kennedy fell the other two came to a stand still and

a2llowed themselves to be retaken.
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ct

The gang was immediately marched to quarters and the wounded convic
removed to the prison hospital.

Kennedy who was seriously wounded 1s serving a 1life term for murder
five years ago at Golden British Columbla.

It is believed he was at the head of a plot to bring about a wholesale
zoal delivery which was frustrated by the vigilance and prompt action

of the guards and officers.
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Columbian

The

22nd.June 1894
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the convice hat | Tter
onvict that locked after the horse, the amount paid was
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The second sitting of the Royasl Commission +o examine into the
management of the E.C., Penitentiary wae held on June 23rd, 1R94,

when VWarden, Deputy Warden, =and Accountant wer raoresented by

Council, as was also ex=-guard Finnegan At the request of
Fr. Justice Drake, the ligt of officers at the Institution

that letter and gee if it ic your hand-writing Father Morgan;
"ves, that is mine." Fis Lordship; "Who is the person vou are

Ir. Pitzeimmone." His Lordship; "that is 811 T wanted +o £ind
ovt. Allow me to impras=s upon you the great impropriety of that
letter and a restatement contained in it. By reszson of vour
rosition, vou cucht +o know the law has to tre obeyed, and vou
have been zuilty of 2 criminal offence in writine that letter,

A pverson of your education oucht to maks himself zcguainted

with the laws of the country under which he livec. Fortunately

if it had been sc, I would have had ro hesitation in doing my

»

duty and putting the law in force +o prevent ccandal such ac

to warn you and everyone else
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REPORT OF THE B, C. PENITENTIARY, NEW WESTMINSTER, 6 September 1894

Sir:

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith, reports, financial and
statistical of this Penitentiary for the year ending 30 June 1894. I have
the honour to be Sir, your obedient servant,

George L. Foster, A/Warden to J. G. Moylan, Inspector of Penitentiaries

Per capita cost of net expenditures: $435.20

Deduct for revenue: $ 5.91

Net per Capita cost per annum: $429.29

Net per Capita cost per diem: $ 1.17 3/5 cents
W. H. Keary

Accountant

Report of the Protestant Chaplin, 18 September 1894

My appointment as Protestant Chaplin in succession tothe late lamented
Reverend Robert Jameson only dates from the 23 May so I can hardly yet claim
any knowledge of the work which has fallen under my charge. I have the con-
victs attending the Protestant Chapel for the most part reverend and devout
in their demeanor and apparently glad to avail themselves of the opportunity
of religious instruction. While some have had good religious opportunity
previous to their conviction it is easy to see that this has not been the
case for the majority. Unfortunately the chapel is too small for the number
of convicts. There being only 56 seats for 76 men and some have therefore to
be accomodated in the corridors, but I trust before long either the number of
convicts may decrease or a new building may be provided. The Chinese have a

separate service on Wednesday in their own language and appear to appreciate it.

Your obedient servant

Herbert H. Gowan, Protestant Chaplin
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Report of the Roman Chaplin, J. M. Fayard:

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report for the year ending 30, June

1894. At this date there are 32 convicts under the charge of the Roman

Catholic Chaplin against 24 last year. The conduct of the convicts during

the religious service has been good. As there is no accomodation for female
convicts in this Penitentiary, I stongly recommend that female prisoners be
transferred to Kingston Penitentiary. I also strongly advise that some-

thing be done to separate young offenders from hardened criminals and especially
that Indians and Halfbreeds be allowed to associate as little as possible with

the white prisoners.

Your obedient servant

J. M. Fayard, Roman Catholic A/Chaplin

Report of the Surgeon for B.C. Penitentiary 1 July, 1894:

I have the honour to present my Annual Report for the year edning 30 June,
1894,

With the increase in our prison population, the number of patients in the
hospital has increased as will be seen by the accompanying table. Several
patients have suffered from complaints which made their stay in the hospital
protracted; notibly two insane men. One suffering from Brights Disease and
one with a fracture of a leg caused by a pistol bullet. The number of
prescriptions given to convicts not sufficiently ill to go to hospital has also
increased, amounting during the year just closed: 1,842. Three convicts
became insane during the year, one a Chinaman, attempteé suicide. Another,

a French-Canadian became violently maiacal and abusive while a third a Swede
developed melancholia. I am glad to be able to say that these three together

with two others, carried over from last year, have at last been transferred to
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the Provincial Lunatic Asylum. During the year there were two attempts to
escape. In both, one convict making the attempt was shot, the first occurred
on the 14, December 1893 and resulted in a fractured leg. The second happened
on the 23 April 1894 and resulted in the unfortunate loss of his life. This

was the only death which occured during the year.

I am glad to be able to state that since my last report was written, the time
allowed the guards for dinner has been extended. The change was made about the
beginning of October 1893 and gives the men half an hour for dinner instead of
twelve minutes as formerly. I beg again to call your attention to the facts
contained in my report of the 17 November 1893, as follows: all food for

sick convicts has to be carried from the Kitchen in the basement to the third
floor. The consequences are the vittles are about cold when they reach the
patients. When a poultice is required for a sick convict the material from
which it is made has to be carried from the third floor to the basement, the
poultice then taken from the basement to the third floor, again in this way

getting well cooled before being used.

I trust therefore in view of these facts the necessity for such an adjunct to

the hospital.

The average daily attendance: 34. Nationalities of those attending: Whites,
7, Chinese 15, Indians 7, Negros 3, Kanaka 1, Japanese 1.

The deportment of the mean while at school is excellent.
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10th.April,1895 The Colonist

We tTrust that the Dominion Government will appoint a good man to the
office of warden of the British Columbia Penitentiary,

Experience has shown that the man who is to preform the duties of that
position effeciently should be of the strictest integrity and nust be
possessed of more than ordinary strength of character, the warden nust
not only be honest himself but he must take measures and carry them out
to make those who are under him honest.He must to be able to enforce
discipline,he nust be master of the institution and must have force enough
to keep the subordinates in their places,he must not be anyones tool angd
he must be such a man that will be impossible to stand by and see things
going wrong without exerting himself vigoursley to set them right,

There 1s a man in New VWestminster declared by all who know him to be the
right man for the place.A man who has been tried and not found wanting,
a man of iron will and invincible integrety.When we mention the name of
Mr.William Moresby,govenor of the jail in New Westminster,everyone who
is aquainted with him,either on the Island or on the Mainland will agree
with us when we say that it will be hard to find in the whole Dominion,
2 man better qualified than he to fill the position of warden of the
penitentiary,he enjoys the confidence and the respect of the whole
community and he is a man of creditability and much more than average
intelligence,he has besides had considerable experience in prison
adminsiteration and in the management of the criminal element.

W& believe that the appointment of Mr.,Moresby will be popular with all
the men of all the creeds andall officers of politics.

If he is placed at the head of the penitentiaty they know that it will be
well and judicially managed,and while the prisoners will be treated with
the greatest humanity,the most stringent discipline will be maintained
and every officer in the institution will be made to know his plsac and
keep it.There will be,we are confident,no complaints of irrigularities
in the penitentiary if Mr.lMoresby is made the warden,we trust that the
government will give their most favourable consideration to the
communications that may be forwarded to them recommending governor

loresby for the office.



April 2, 1895 The Columbian
SCANDALOUS APPOINTMENT

James Fitzsimmons has been reinstated Deputy Warden of the New
Westminster Penitentiary, says an Ottawa dispatch in the morn-

ing papers.

The people of New Westminster who have still fresh in their
recollections the disgraceful disclosure of malfeasance and
nearly every form of irregularity in office which the Royal
Commission at the Provincial Penitentiary, last summer, brought
to light with regard to the same James Fitzsimmons, during a
long and much too long incumbency of the Deputy Wardenship,

will hardly be able to credit the intelligence above quoted.

That a man openly shown by a Royal Commission, under the gov—
ernment's own seal, to be thoroughly unfit, un-trustvorthy,

for the office he had held, should be merely susvended for g
few months, and then unblushingly reinstate in the same office,
wvhich the investigation showed, he had systematically abused
and disgraced, is a scandal to the government and an insult to

the public sense of propriety and decency that it would be dif-

ficult to surpass.

We have no hesitation in declaring, on the strength of the dis-
closure of that Royal Commission (s nearly full report of which
appeared in this paper) that the reinstatement of James Fitz-

simmons as Deputy Warden to the Penitentiary is a scandal to
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to the Government, an insult to the public, and a wrong and an

outrage to even the conviets themselves.

The Victoria Times Ottawa dispatch gives some further informa-
tion which we reproduce for what it is worth bearing upon this

disgraceful appointment.

One of the results of Chief Justice Davie's wvisit to Ottawa,
says the dispatch, has been the reappointment of James Fitz-

simmons as Deputy Warden of the lNew Westminster'Penitentiary.

Ee was dismissed by Sir John Thompson owing to the disclosure
made by the Commission. The appointment will not tend to put

much confidence in Tupper as Minister of Justice,.

The last sentence of the dispatch is a very pertinent comment

on the situation.

The late Sir John Thompson would never have been guilty of so
lowering the Department of Justice and the Administration gen-—
erally in the eyes of the whole Dominion as has been done by

this appointment.

The action of the Covernment in this matter is the more scan-
dalous and outrages, in that aprointment was made contrary to
the known views and recommendations of the member for this dis-
trict, and before the report of the Royal Commission, whiech
exposed the malfeasance of Deputy Warden Fitzsimmons, had been

laid before parliament thus giving the peoples' representatives



394

L6B

a gratuitous insult as well.

In this city ang district, particularly where the circumstances
are so well known where gross pentitentiary abuses, in which
Mr, Fitzsimmons' name always prominently figured, or common
talk long before the Government could be prevailed upon to

grant a Commission.

The Government's action in reinstating Mr. Fitzsimmons as
Deputy Warden, will be resented irrespective of former party

sympathys, with the deepest indignation.

We are greatly mistaken of this indignation does not take the
Practical form of an all but universal demand that the scandal

and insult of Mr. Fitzsimmons' reappointment shall be forth-

with retracted.

On April 5, 1895 the following letter appeared addressed to

the Editor of the Columbian.

Sir:

I must ask you to publish this letter, as I deem it my duty to
Say a word in defence of my friend Mr. James Fitzsimmons, whon
you have thought proper to attack in vour leading article head-

ed "A Scandalous Appointment", in your issue of Tuesday last.

.

It may be that you hnave simply used lr. Fitzsimmons as s stack-
ing horse over whose back you discharge your shots at the

present Government of the Dominion.
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However that may be, it makes no difference to me, as I, g
public servant, can in no way mix myself up with polities, but
I look upon the matter in wvhich you brought the name of My,

Fitzsimmons before the public as outrageous.

Mr, Fitzsimmons is highly respected by a very large number of
the people of New Westminster, and as an officer there can be

no question about his efficiency.

-

His experience angd valuable service in the Kingston Penitenti-
ary rendered his choice as Deputy Warden in our institution a
natural consequence. There can be no doubt that he performed

his duties here in a most creditable manner.

Fitzsimmons has a generous and a kindly heart, and none

=
=
]

but such persons as the two witnesses uson whose evidence he
was condemned (one of whom has found it convenient to leave

the country) would credit it.

Under such circumstances, I look upon your remarlks as per-
fectly uncalled for, Particularly in the absence of the man to
whom they refer. VWhat Mr. Fitzsimmons will s5ay or do when he
arrives here, I do not pretend to know, but it is quite pos-
sible he may adopt some mode of vVindicating himself in order

to neutralize the effect of vour attack.
NS

Yours

P. Smyth
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Again on April 5, 1895 in the Columbian an editorial entitlead

Defending Mr. Fitzsimmons.

We, publish today, a communication from Mr. P. Smyth in which
he says by way of introduction, I deem it my duty to say a word
in defence of my friend, Mr. James Fitzsimmons, whom you have
thought proper to attack in your leading article headed "2

Scandalous Appointment."

In the first place we must correct the erroneous statement that
we have attacked Mr. Fitzsimmons. With Mr., Fitzsimmons' per-—
sonally, or with his private character, we have nothing what-
ever to do. We have strongly censured and shall continue to
censure the Dominion Government for making a scandalous appoint-
ment, or re-appointment to the Deputy Wardenship of the Pro-
vincial Penitentiary, in the re-instatement of &z man (who hap-
rens to be IMr. James Fitzsimmons) in that position, who was,
rightly, summarily dismissed from the same office last year
under Sir John Thompson's administration, after having been
proved guilty before a Dominion Royal Commission, of the gross-

est irregularity and malfeasance.

Mr, Smyth, in defence of his friend, chooses to say that it
may be that you have simply used Mr. Fitzsimmons as a stacking
horse over whose back you discharge your shots at the present

Government.

96
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For the information of YMr., Smyth and all concerned we shagll

take the trouble to remove that erroneous impression, also.

As there was nothing personal in the reference to the scandal-

ous appointment, so there is nothing political.

Were the Columbian thrice a supporter of the Dominion Govern-
ment, instead of g perfectly independent Journal, we could not
but condemn in just as unmistakable terms as we have, such a

gross breach of public Propriety and decency as the Government

have committed on this re-appointment,

The article then goes on to review some of the vpoints made in

the Royal Commission.
Another editorial in the Columbian dated 13th April 1895,

The scandalous re-instatement in the Vancouver World which,
like its enterprising contemporary the Colonist (though
apparently for a different reason) withheld from its readers
the important announcement, and any comment thereof of Fitz-
simmons' re-instatement by the Dominion CGovernment as Deputy
Warden of the Penitentiary, it just made an incidental refer-
ence to that scandalous transaction, in a Wway of a sneaking
attempt to justify the appointment, and (although the World is
a rabbid Grit) the Conservative administrative which has dis-

graced itself in making it.
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The following extract, touching on the subject is from an itenm
appearing in the World on Thursday evening last "His Lordship,
Chief Justice Davie returned by the Pacific Express today from
a four week trip to Ottawa, Montreal and Toronto, looking
remarkably well. He had nothing new to report beyond what has
been published. Regarding the re-instatement of Deputy Warden
Fitzsimmons of the New Westminster Penitentiary, the Chief
Justice stated that such 1 course had been decided on by the
late Premier and Minister of Justice, Sir John Thompson, and
that Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper was but carrying out the inten-
tions of his predecessor. It has not yet been decided whether
Mr, Fitzsimmons will be bPermanently re-located at New Westmin-

ster or at some of the other institutions of the Dominion.

His Lordship, Chief Justice Davie according to the organ of

the late Premier Davie, displays an altogether too intimate angd
exhaustive aquaintance with this subject. UIevertheless when
the World makes his Lordship pose as the confident and mind
reader of the late Minister of Justice, Sir John Thompson, it
runs a risk of very severely straining credulity. Nine people
out of ten will be disposed to say, and rightly, that his Lord-
ship Chief Justice Davie knows less than nothing about what the
mind of the late Sir John Thompson with regard to Fitzsimmons'
case, and that is a gross libel on the memory of an upright
statesman and Minister of Justice to propose to say that he

Proposed stultifying and disgracing himself by re-instating s



man whom he had summarily dismissed for the most outrageous
irregularities and malfeasance as disclosed by the Dominion

Royal Commission.
The article goes on to repeat some of the earlier statements.
On May 8, 1895, a letter to the editor of the Columbian.

Dear Sirs:

I have been instructed by Mr. James Fitzsimmons, Deputy Warden
of the British Columbian Penitentiary, to demand fron you an
anple apology for and a full unequivocal retraction of certain
statements made contained in the Editorial column of the Daily
Columbian newspaper, published by you on the 2nd, 5th, 13th and
17th days of the month of April last, in which vou charge Mr,
Fitzsimmons with malfeasance in office and other crimes and
irregularities during the period he has held office, in which
you further state that those charges are true and were substan-
tiated before the Commission recently held to investigate the

affairs of the said institution.

The articles particularly complained of are those that appeared
in the issue of your paper on the dates above referred to, and
are under the captions, "A Scandalous Appointment", "Defending
Fitzsimmons", "That Scandalous re-instatement", and the "Fitz-

simmons Matter" respectively.

~

In event of your refusal to make an unqualified retraction of
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the statements complaineg of, I have instructions to take such
steps may be deemed necessary to obtain complete reparation for
the injury done Mr. Fitzsimmons by the libellous publications
referred to.

Yours truly

Aulay Morrison

The Editorial goes on to defend its statements made in the

previous editorials.

The last paragraph states, in case Mr, Fitzsimmons or his
Solicitor should have any doubts about our address, we are

still doing business in the same old stand.

A further Editorial on the same date in the same paver asks,
Was Fitzsimmons dismissed? 1lo one, until very recently, has
ever questioned that James Fitzsimmons was, last fall, after
the report of the Royal Commission on the Provincial Peniten-
tiary had been sent to Ottawa, definitely dismissed from +the
Penitentiary Service. Everyone knew that he was suspended when
the investigation began, toward the end of June last, and his
dismissal thereafter as a result of the investigation, was
freely revorted from Ottawa, and never contradicted, and was
confirmed here by the fact of common observaetion that W¥r.
Fitzsimmons' suspension did not eventuate in the return to the
service, after the Commission was over and the report had been

~

sent in, but that he continued to be separated from his former
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office and the Penitentiary service from June last until April
of this year, a reriod of nearly a year, which would be uncon-

scionably long time for a suspension of any sort,

According to Hansard the following questions were asked in the

House of Commons.

1. If James Fitzsimmons was dismissed from the Deputy Warden-
ship of the British Columbia Penitentiary, if so what was

the date of his dismissal?

2. Has Janes Fitzsimmons been re-appointed Deputy VWarden of
the British Columbis Penitentiary, if so, what was the

date of his re-appointment.

\fter some pPreliminary remarks concerning the DPropriety of
asking and discussing and asking questions gt certain stages,
and the practice in that regard in the British House of Com-
mons, House of Lords, Premier Bowell said "In answer to ny
honourable friend, I am furnished with the following reply.

1. An investigation into the affairs of the British Columbis
Penitentiary was authorized by a minute of dis Excelleney
in Counecil on the 22n4 May 1894, and Mr. Justice Drake vas
thereupon authorizeg by commission to conduct such an in-
vestigation. Mr., Fitzsimmons being concerned in some of
the charges which led to the investigation, was, by direc-
tion of the late Minister of Justice, relieved of the

duties pending the investigation. Aftervards upon consid-

eération of the evidence and the report of Mr. Justice Drake,
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Mr, Fitzsimmons was, by a minute of His Excellency in
Council on the 2L4th of October last, was retired from
office without prejudice to consideration for re-employ-

ment in the Penitentiary Service.

2. Upon a further consideration of the evidence and the report
and the supplementary statements and explanation of Mr.
Fitzsimmons, he was re-instated in his former office by

order in council on the 25th of March 1895.,"

Another Editorial in the Columbian dated 9th May 1895 headeqd
The Penitentiary Scandal, says, We published vyesterday, from
the official report of the Senate debate, Premier Bowell's
ansver to the questions of Senator McInnes with regard to the
dismissal and re-appolntment of James Fitzsimmons as Deputy

Warden of the B.C. Penitentiary.

The important admission was made in that answer that afterwards
(that is after Mr, Fitzsimmons hag been relieved of the duties
pending the investigation) uvon consideration of the evidence

anc the report of Mr. Justice Drake, Mr. Fitzsimmons was retired
from office, in plain everyday English, Mr., Fitzsimmons was sus-
pended at the beginning of the investigation, waiting its result,
and when the evidence and the report of the commission were in,
the government, instead of finding justification for restoring
their pet to his trice fouled nest, felt to add to their sus-

N

pension decree an edict of dismissal.
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Afterwards, again, when they thought the unsavory had somewhat
blown over, they had the sublime inconsistency, the impudence
and indecency, actually to re-appoint this man to the position

which he had so flagrantly disgraced and abused.

On May 11th, 1895 the following editorial appeared iIn the (Col-

umbian headed The Libel Suit.

It has occurred to us that, perhaps we had not done Mr., James
Fitzsimmons, Deputy Warden of the Provinecial Penitentiary,
Justice in giving such considerable Space towards the man or g
complete apology and & full unequivocal retraction, and to our
reply thereto (which we endeavour to make as unequivocal as
vossible) while we only noticed casually, in that three of four
line item, that might be overlooked by anyone, Mr. Fitzsimmons'
prompt and courageous of his rejected demand for an apology, by
the issue of a summons, through his solicitor, Mr. Aulay Morri-
son, in the Supreme Court of British Columbisa to the Publishers
of the Columbian, to appear and answer an action for libel. It
is due to Mr. Fitzsimmons to say that the summons was issued
the very next day (the 9th inst.) after our reply to his demand
for an apology was published showing that Mr. Fitzsimmons is,
apparently, more anxious to recover his reputation as g govern-
ment official (and to loose no time about it) than he was,
according to the evidence produced at the commission, careful

to keep it when he hagd it. The article goes on to give the

wvording of the summons.
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A further Editorial in the Columbian dated May 15th, 1895,

refers to an article in the Victoria Times.

The Victoria Times has ever been a staunch and courageous up-
holder of the liberty of the press, as the great bulward and
guarantee of the liberty's of the people, and has had to sus-
tain more than one well fought 1libel suit in defence of its
principles, expressed the opinion, the other day, in the letter
from Fitzsimmons' solicitor demanding an apology, had been pub-
lished in these columns, but, to use a fitting, if inelegant
expression, Fitzsimmons has a great deal of Gall, the Times'

comment , now that the writ for a libel has been issued is as

follows.

Deputy Warden Fitzsimmons, whose disgraceful managenmnent of the
Penitentiary was exposed by the investigation held by Mr.
Justice Drake, has actually had the temerity to sue the Col-
umbian for libel. We have not learned the amount of damages
asked for, nor have we read the alleged libelous article. But
apart from the particular office of the Columbian, the broad
general fact of Titzsimmons' acts lead to his suspension aught
to be sufficient grounds for a journal, published in the in-
terest of the public to denounce the untrustworthy public ser-

vant without running the risks of an exaspverating law suit.

The outside public will watch the progress of this action with

great interest, more especially as the time honoured and much

vaunted liberty of the press, as granted in British Columbia,

Lok
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will be upon its trial.

It is clear that, if Fitzsimmons is not a much sbused man, his

audacity is unparallelled, except, perhaps, Sir Tupper's.
On May 18th, 1895, the following editorial in the Columbian.

An insult to the house;

The Fitzsimmons' scandal is growing worse and worse, and
promises soon, by the course by which the Federal Authorities

are persisting, to stink in the -ostrils of the reople of the

whole Dominion.

The action of the Government, as described in an Ottawa dis=-
patch elsewvhere, in laying before rarliament yesterday, in
lieu of the papers asked for in the Fitzsimmons' case (in-
cluding the evidence in the Judge's report in the commission,
and relevant corresnondence relating to the re-instatement,
the impudent and practically irrelevant lucubrations of Fitz-
simmons, was a studied insult to the House, and particularly

to the members from this Province, as the grossest and most

aggravated sort.

The article goes on to rebuke the government for its stand on

Fitzsimmons.

Another editorial in the Columbian on May 22nd, 1895,

N
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Fitzsimmons Again:

Mr., Fitzsimmons, former Deputy Warden of the Provincial Peni-
tentiary, will have reason, before he is through with himself,
by all signs, to exclaim "save me from my influential friendgs."
The special Pleading for him in the Senate, and the Commons ,
from the bench, through the press, etc. together with the nature
of the pleas, has got to be not the least of the scandsgl con-

nected with the whole scandalous affair.

The latest celebrity who rushed into the breach championing the
Deputy Warden, is the Xx-inspector of Penitentiaries Moylan who,
it appears by an Ottawa dispatch of this morning, has written

& sort of voluntary, unofficial, superogatory "report on the
matter," signing himself late Inspector, in which, according

to the dispatch, he writes in the same lines as Fitzsimmons ang
abuses everybody else in the case, and holds up Fitzsimmons as

& paragon of perfection.

This is just what Mr, Moylan might be expected to do. As
Inspector of Penitentiaries it is a matter of noteriety that
Mr. Moylan held mock investigations, some years ago, into the
long standing abuses in the Penitentiary at this City, the main
object which was as is his Present report to shield and hold up
Fitzsimmons as a baragon of perfection and makes everyone else
concerned in the wrong. No wonder that late ;pspector Moylan

seeks to discredit the Royal Commission and uphold Fitzsimmons.
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o doubt, he keenly appreciates that it is a case of "henging

together or henging Separately," as the saying is.
Another Editorial in the Columbian dated 23ra May 1895,

The Commissioner's Report,

By summary of this interesting and valuable report which we
have before us, which, in fact, is more & Judgement than a
report, it will be seen that the judgement or report of the
Royal Commission is Just what might be expected from a fearless
and straightforward man, occupyling the exulted position of a
Judge of the Supreme Court, on the strength of the evidence
that was taken before him at the investigation, upon a pub-
lished summary of which the public arrived, broadly speaking,
at the same verdict as that embodied in the report of the Com-
missioner. The report of Mr. Commissioner Drake shows that
the British Columbia Penitentiary was in a deplorable condi-
tion. Then follows an unqualified finding of guilty against
Fitzsimmons of six or eight counts of a most damaging indite-
ment, all of which is outlined in the dispatch. And what more

remains to be said.

The Editorial goes on to belabor the Government for the re-

appointment of Deputy Warden Fitzsimnmons.

On the 25th May, 1895, an editorial in the Columbian says in

~

part. Solicitor General Curran presented to parliament tonight

(ﬁay 17th) an incomplete return of the bapers and correspondence
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asked for by Mr. Corbould in regard to the re-instatement of

Deputy Warden Fitzsimmons in the Ilew Westminster Penitentiary.

The report of Justice Drake on the instructions to him, along
with his commission, are not among the papers. The evidence is
also missing, although all these documents were asked for, the
only things brought down so far are a few letters from Fitz-
simmons in which he accuses everybody at being at fault but

himself.

On May 28th, 1895; in the Columbian, an Editorial commenting on
the News Advertiser story in the Fitzsimmons case repeats much

of what has gone on before.

On the 29th of May 1895 a Columbian Editorial commenting on
Inspector Moylan's report to the Minister of Justice for the
year ending June 30th, 189k, the report states that the British

Columbia Penitentiary was the best run Penitentiary in the

Dominion of Canads.

On May 31st, 1895, the Columbian published Judge Drake's report,
The Royal Commissioner's findings on the British Columbisa Peni-
tentiary inquiry, irregularities without end, rules broken,

convicts worked outside institution. Provisions, Produce, Coal

removed, 5,000 sacks missing, and Judge HcCreight's horse.

Judge Drake's report is given in part as taken from the Col-

~

umbian and he says: As a result of my investigation, I found



YY)

considerable friction existing among the higher officials and
the Deputy Warden, in consequence of which errors of judgement
have been magnified ang many complaints made, with the exercise
of a little tact woula have avoided but meking very little
allowance for the state of things, it is to patent that the
rules and regulations have in many cases entirely ignored and

in others only partly observed.

The responsibility for this rests on all the Chie? Officers,
except the Surgeon, the Chaplain, the Schoolmaster and the
Hospital Keever. I find that the Warden's authority has been
little more than nominal. On the first establishment of the
Penitentiary he states that he was informed by the Inspector
that he was to consult the Deputy in all matters, as he was 5
person of experience of new duties which the Warden had to per-
form. In time this led to the usurpation by the Deputy of the
Warden's authority, and the Warden expressed himself as being
the Warden only in name. His orders to convicts and officers
have in some cases been disobeyed by the express direction of

the Deputy. The effect has been detremental to discipline.
The following points are made by Mr. Justice Drake.
] Il'o muster roll of conviects has ever been called,.

2. The duty of examining the Bolts, Locks and Bars twice 1
month, has never been done during the three years the

Blacksmith has been there.
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Arms have been found by Mr. Foster in an neglected condi-
tion and the Guards stated that the weapons have never been

inspected.

The Deputy repeatedly rebuked the Guards and Officers in

the presence of convicts.,

The Deputy employed Guards and Conviets on the Orphanage
and supplied woodvork, iron and cement from the workshops,
and the orphanage vehicle was repaired by the conviets,

Mo entries of these works or supplies appear in the books,
On one occasion only was a reguisition made for work to be
done in the carpenter shop, which was for the orphanage,

and the cost charged to the Deputy.

One convict, IMacDonald, was frequently out at locking up

time, and one one occasion was outside without an officer

at & p.m.

The Blacksmith ang Carpenter Instructors vere frequently
absent vhole days from their duty, by order of the Deputy
and without the Warden's kEnowledge, to work on the farn
leaving the convicts to work in the workshops, The Warden
stated they were al1 trusty men, but the Peputy admits that
Eeys to corridors anc back door were made in the blacksmith
shop, which he fortunately discovered and got possession
of, This fact shows the necessity of the "rule being

strictly enforceqd.



411

LEs

The report goes on at great length about the voints mentioned

at the top of the report,

On the same date there is an editorial in the Columbian com-

menting on the Commissioner's report.

An editorial in the Columbian on the Tth of June 1895 concerns
a debate in the House of Commons in which Senator McInnes

takes part and defends the Royal Commission's report.

11lth June 1895, Columbian Editorial, regarding a debate in the
Senate in which Senator McInnes asks the Government the fol-
lowing questions. Is it the intention of the Government to
re—-appoint Arthur McBride, late Warden, and William H. Keary,
late accountant, to the Wardenship and Accountantship, respect-
ively of the New Westminster Penitentiary, and if not wvhy not.
The reason why I ask the last question if not why not continued
the Senator, is this, it was proven during the investigation
the Warden and the Accountant were merely carrying out the
instructions given them by the Deputy Warden and the Inspector
of Penitentiaries, and that the Warden was a mere figurehesd
Placed in that unfortunate position by the Inspector, and had

to carry out the instructions given him by the Deputy.

Of the three men, the guilty vperson was re-appointed, while

the comparatively innocent men were not re-appointed.

~

Premier Bowell replied as follows, it is not the intention of

the Government to re-appoint Arthur McBride, late Warden, and
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William H. Keary, late Accountant, to the Wardenship and
Accountantship of the lNew Westminster Penitentiary. The
reason, on account of their unsatisfactory records while

holding such positions.

If the statement made by the honourable gentlemaﬁ, that the
Warden was a mere figurehead and only carried out the orders

of a subordinate, if it is true, it is the very best reason

why he should not be re-appointed. Senator McInnes then asked,
was it on the recommendation of a member of the Dominion Par-
liament from British Columbia, that James Fitzsimmons was
re-appointed Deputy Warden of the New Westminster Penitentiary,
if so, what is the name of the member, to which Premier Bowell
replied, Deputy Wardens in Canadian Penitentiaries are appoint-
ed on the responsibility and the recommendation of a member of

Parliament. This of course was followed in the case of James

Fitzsimmons.

It is not the intention of the Government to re-appoint Arthur
McBride late Warden, and William H. Keary, late Accountant, to
the Wardenship and Accountantship of the New Westminster Peni-
tentiary. An editorial in the Columbian dated the Lth of July

1895, headed Penitentiary Matters:

According to telegraphic advice from Ottawa yesterday, the
Government has at last taken definite action in B.C. Peniten-

tiary matters and action which satisfactorily demonstrates that

no matter how reluctantly the Dominion Ministers have been
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compelled to bow to publiec opinion, even in British Columbia,
when persistently and unnistakably voiced by the peoples'

representatives and the press.

Assuming the telegraphic account to be authoritative and cor-
rect, the Government have wisely thought better of Deputy
Warden Fitzsimmons' re-~instatement, a few months 2ago, and with
hardly less wisdom and Prudence combined, have decided to
ignore the Deputy Warden's demands for the Wardenship, Instead
of being made Warden or even re-instated or even retained as

Deputy Warden.

Mr. Fitzsimmons, it is announced, will be removed from the
British Columbia Penitentiary. Upon the Covernment will rest
the responsibility for any future disposal of Deputy Warden
Fitzsimmons' services elsevhere, which it may be intended to

make.,

The appointment of Covernor Moresby, of the Provincial Gaol,
to the important position of Warden of the Penitentiary which,
we understand, has been authoritatively confirmed is one which
will give general satisfaction, in fact it is the one appoint-
ment for that position which it was the general desire should
be made, and the Covernment are to be congratulated on having
taken good advice on this occasion, and Mr. Moresby, for his
long and faithful service and unususal abilities as a public

officer, under the Provincial authorities, has thus been



by

Lev

recognized by his appointment to this important Federal Office.
The people of British Columbia, who know him best, will have

every confidence that Mr. Moresby will be Warden of the Provin-
cial Penitentiary, is fact as well as in name, and that neither
favoritism or irregularities will be permitted to take root in

that institution, under his surveillance.

With regard to Deputy Wardenship, a local appointment would
certainly have been more popular and surely a competent man
might have been found, without even going outside the service,
than the proposal of the government to import an eastern peni-
tentiary official for that post. It is to be hoped that this
proposed importation might turn out better for the same posi-
tion. The policy however, is one that cannot be approved of,
and to which the Government has shown itself to prone in other

instances that might be mentioned.

The many friends of Mr. J.W. Zarvey will be pleased at his
appointment accountant, which position was sought by not a few
other gqualified applicants. The superannuation of x-warden
McBride whose treatment by the Government has been in marked
contrast to the unwarrented favor shown to Deputy Warden Fitz-

simmons will be generally approved.
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July 6, 1895 The Columbian

APPLICATION BY FITZSIMMONS TO REMOVE PROCEEDINGS TO VICTORIA

GRANTED BY CHIEF JUSTICE DAVIE.

An Application was made this morning before Chief Justice
Davie, in the Supreme Court, by Mr. Morrison, council for
Fitzsimmons, to change all the proceedings in the libel suit
of Fitzsimmons vs Kennedy Bros. from the Westminster registery

to the Victoria registery on the plaintiff could not get his

interlocutory applications heard, as Mr. Justice McCreight

refused to hear the same, he being concerned in the matters

at issue.
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On July 18th, 1895 an editorial in the Columbian reads:
PENITENTIARY MATTERS

In the Senate, Senator lMcInnes brought up the New Westminster
Penitentiary matters again, and, after inquiries as to the
appointment which have been reported the Government has made

to this Institution spoke at considerable length, reviewing
particularly Commissioner Drake's report, which he read and
reciting the history of the B.C. Penitentiary irregularities
generally. Ansvering Senator McInnes' questions Premier Bowell
said I will add to these answers something which might be asked
later on, that Deputy Burke has been transferred from the Stony
Mountain Penitentiary to take the place of Mr. Fitzsimmons.
Fitzsimmons is now on a leave-of-absence, but it is possible

on further investigation that he may be sent to the Manitoba
Penitentiary, as to that, I am not positive. Premier Bowell

"

went on to say I have no doubt in this suite which he Fitz-

)

it is

[8

~
bl

simmons" has against the press of Illew Westminste
then proved that he is a man of the character represented, the

Government will deal with him.
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July 18, 1895 The Columbian
PENITENTIARY APPOINTMENTS

Mr, William Moresby, the newly appointed Warden of the British
Columbia Penitentiary, has resigned his position as Warden of

the Provincial gaol in this city and his resignation has been

accepted, to take effect on July 31st. On August 1lst, Mr.

Moresby will assume the duties of Warden at the Penitentiary.

Mr. J.W. Harvey who has been appointed to the Accountantship

of the Penitentiary, will begin duties on Monday next.
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July 19th, 1895 The Colunbian

In answer to Mr. Martin of Manitoba, Sir Charles H. Tupper
made the extraordinary statement that Fitzsimmons was not dis-
missed, but had been allowed two months leave-of absence to
prosecute, with celerity, his libel suit against the Columbian.
Mr. Bourke of Stony Mountain Penitentiary, Manitoba, was to
take his place there and possibly, Fitzsimmons might yet go to

Stony Mountain., Tupper would walit developments before doin
y I g

anything.

July 25th, 1895 The Columbian
THE LIBEL SUIT

In Chambers today, before Honourable Justice Walkem, I.D.
Bodwell, Solicitor for TFitzsimmons, applied for Change of

Venue to Victoria from New Westminster off the trial of the

[

'

TcColl, .C. for

D

libel suite against the Columbian. A.J.

that the Venue Dbe changed to

Q

defendants, opposed and move

Vancouver instead. The Judge ordered the change to Vancouver.

o

Day for the trial will be fixed on Saturday.
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July 26th, 1895 The Columbian

Mr. E.B. Bodwell, on behalf of Plaintiff's Council, to have

the case tried at Victoria instead of New Westminster on the
grounds, as stated in the Plaintiff's Affidavit, where o fair
trial at Ilew Westminster was not probable, in view of the fact
that the Defendant's newspaper had spoken of Plaintiff in
unmeasured terms, and from the further fact that the CGrand

Jury had, of their own motion, made a Presentment to that

Judge lately presiding at the Assizes at Westminster denouncing
in effect the re-appointment of the Plaintiff to the Peniten-
tiary. Plaintiff's Council also opposed the removal of the\
trial to Vancouver on account of its proximitoi to New West-
minster, "r. Bodwell contended that there was too much feeling

r trial.

e

in Vancouver for a fa

The Court decided that the trial be held at Vancouver, in the
first place, as it was highly improbable that there could be
any more prejudice there then there was in Victoria. Morever,
the Council retained happened to reside at Vancouver and West-
minster, and if, as has been suggested, the Penitentiary guards
were to be vwitnesses in the case, it would be difficult to
obtain their attendance in Victoria, though their attendance
might be ensured at Vancouver which had tramway connection

with Yestminster.
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Lugust 1lst, 1895 The Columbian

Mr. Willian Moresby, the nevly appointed Warden of the B.c.
Penitentiary, entered upon his new duties today, but will not
assume the active command of the Institution until the arrival
of inspector Stewart, next week, whose presence is required
whenever a transfer of this kind is taking place. In the
meantime, Mr. Foster is in charge. Deputy Warden Burke is
expected from Stony Mountain, Manitoba, early next week, to

succeed Deputy Warden Fitzsimmons.

October 22nd, 1895 The Columbian

In view of the Hearing of the Libel Suit of Fitzsimmons versus
the Columbian having been fixed for the 28th instant at Van-
couver, before a Judge and special Jury, preparations have
been made of late for the striking of the Jury, which was done
today. Owing however, to the Assizes, both in the city and
Vancouver, coming on early next month, and to the fact of Mr,
Justice McCreight, who will preside over the Assizes in this
city, being a witness in the libel suit, the trial of this

suit, by consent of counecil on both sides, has been adjourned

until after the 15th of next month.
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Sir:

I have the honour to submit herewith the Annual Report of this Institution

with the usual returns, financial and statistical for the year ending the

30 June 1895,

On June 30, 1894 there remained: 108 convicts
Received since: 37
Pardoned: 5

By transferred to Manitoba: 12
REMAINING 30 June 1895: 98

The average number of convicts during the year was 102 an increase of 2.45

over last year. The net expenditure for the year 1894-1895 including $1,963.26
(value of farm produce used) was $43,336.68. For an increase of only $164.88
over 1893-1894. In connection with expenditures 1894-1895, I would call your
attention to tables given the number of barrels of flour used during 1893-94,
1894-1895 in the latter year 100 barrels less were used notwithstanding the
fact that 2.45 convicts were fed daily. In showing, a saving of 27,720 pounds

of bread as compared with the issue from the Bakers' Department during 1893-94,

During the year we have built 375 feet of upper and 300 feet of lower wall, 5
feet high and 2 feet thick in front of the guards cottages. These walls are
backed with cobble stone filling, average inch and a half thick, to allow

water to find its way to the drain pipes which were placed 10 feet apart in the
upper and 25 feet apart in the lower wall. In addition to this, 17,352 feet of
the bank was graded and sodded and 33,326 cubic feet removed in the rear of

the cottages and the ground properly graded. 400 feet of box drain was laid

to carry the warter to the main sewer, this will prevent the water from running

down between the cottages and cutting away the bank in front as was the case up
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until 1894. The earth taken from this place was used in grading the ground
in front of the Accountants residence, which was raised to an average height
of 2 feet, 6 inches. 336 feet of new 2 inch water pipe was laid in the rear
of the Officer's cottages we also built 227 feet of dry wall in front of the
Accountant's residence. Average height 84 feet and 3 feet thickness. This
has enabled the civic authorities to widen Columbia Street at this point and

to lay an eight foot sidewalk across the Glen.

These improvements have added to the appearance as well as enhanced the value
of government property. The stone in building the several walls was taken

from the Penitentiary ravine and the work all done by convicts under the
direction of prison staff, except for the two walls in front of the guards
cottages, where the city employed two schooled mechanics to superintend the
work. 6,455 cubic feet of paving was laid on the west side of the Penitentiary
and 1,312 feet of new water table as well as 1,783 feet of old water table was

raised and relaid. We also built 360 feet of boundary fencing.

At the north east end of the fence we built a brick cement lined reservoir and
sink and laid 75 feet of box drain leading from there into the main sewer into
which the contents of the convicts night buckets were emptied each morning.
Formerly a large pit was used at this place for this purpose which omitted a
very disagreeable odor, so as to cause complaints by Officers as well as
visitors. We had all this cleaned out and filled with gravel and above named
reservoir etc. built. The $ink has been in use since last winter and has proved
to be a decided sanitary improvement over the old cess pool. A decided improve-
ment is also felt throughout the prison since the new closets and urinals were
placed in the basement. The prison has been kalsomined and painted throughout
which has added greatly to the appearance of the building and the cell wing.

The interior of the cells also has been improved by having bed-clothing made

up the same as in barrack room instead of having them hung up on pegs as was
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formerly the custom here.

The Storekeepers and Stewards Departments have been moved from the Main Hall
to the basement to two rooms formerly used by the Deputy Warden, to give them

more room to store goods and greater facilities for transacting the business

of these departments.

The prison building is being pointed with Portland cement. . .This was much
needed as the motar used in the building was of inferior quality and was nearly
all washed out between the joints. In consequence of several leaks, we were

obliged to cover the roof, a new roof will soon be required.

There is a very large quantity of wood still in the Penitentiary ravine, enough
to last for the next six or seven years. In addition, of which there are forty
acres not yet cleared. The cost of heating should be kept very low for years
to come. My successor, Mr. Moresby, took over duties on the 1st of August
last, I have had opportunity since then of observing the general management of
the Penitentiary. I have mo hesitation in saying that under Mr. Moresby, the
steady progress in discipline and economy which has characterized this.

Institution for the past year will be maintained.
I have the honour to be Sir,

George L. Foster
Acting Warden
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THE HONOURABLE SIR CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER, MINISTER OF JUSTICE, B.C.

The reserve is located within the limits of the City of New Westminister,
although, affording an excellent site, is topographically unsuited to the
utilization of convict labour. The lot is narrow and is cut by deep ravines,
which constitutes a menace to security. The soil is inferior but is fairly

well adaptable to the production of vegetables. The Administration Building

is large enough to meet the requirements of a much larger prison, while the

cell wing is confined to a small section of the rear. The Chapel, School,
Hospital and cell accomodation are alike deficient and a thorough re-examination

of the interior plan should be considered as soon as feasible.

The unreasonable expense and inconvenience of transferring female prisoners

to Kingston makes it necessary to establish a properly assigned ward for females
at this Institution. The cost involved in the transfer of a dozen convicts would
go far towards the arrangements and equipment of a suitable ward. The shops

and stables are located to close proximity to each other and there is a serious

danger of their ending in smoke.

The Warden's house which is a wooden structure is in a fair state of repair.
The Officer's quarters are comfortable and their surroundings have been greatly
improved. As at Dorchestor, the lack of available stone quarries is a serious
drawback to this Institution. Warden Moresby proposes to try an experiment in
brick making and if the material be found suitable it would to some extent

afford a substitute for stone.

~

The difficulties which occurred at this Institution appear to have originated
in the internal jealouslys and intrigues and promoted by outside parties whose

ignorance of prison management was only equaled by the desire to create a public



h2s
- 108A -

scandal. Careful examination and re-examination of the evidence and facts, I
am convinced that to the Officer's who incurred the greatest amount of public
censure is due the credit of keeping the Institution intact. That he committed
errors in judgement and failed to overcome the difficulties of the situation
is apparent but that he was personnally dishonest or willfully neglectful of
his duties has not been shown. The results of the investigation have been the
super-annuation of Warden McBride and the dismissal of the Accountant. The
former was replaced by Mr. William Moresby and Mr. J. W. Harvey has been
appointed to succeed Mr. Keary, as Accountant of the prison. Accountant
Foster during his encumbancy as Acting Warden succeeded in restoring public
confidence in the Institution though labouring under great difficulties and
the tact and judgement evinced by Warden Moresby, give reasonable assurance

of future success.

REPORT OF W.A. DeWOLF-SMITH, PENITENTIARY PHYSICIAN, 1 July 1895

One death occurred during the year. This was a convict who was ill vhen he
came to this prison, suffering from Brights Disease and the effects of sun-
stroke, which happened to him in the West Indies. He was in the Hospital for
the greater part of a year and died of Brights Disease, 1 July 1894. T beg
to call your attention to the unsuitability and inconvenience of the place

used as a hospital. I have called attention to the deficiency of the place

in several of my reports.

End of Report
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January lhth, 1896 The Columbian

Werden Voresby says he is now prepared to lay the sidewalk in

front of the Penitentiary proverty, but, before doing =o he

N

must have written sscsurance that the City of New Westminster

>

cible for any

oy
D

re

n

will keev fthe sidewalk in revair and DO

mn

accidents which may havppen from any defect thereof.
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REPORT OF WARDEN MORESBY, B.C. PENITENTIARY - 1 July 1896

I have the honour to submit herewith my first Annual Report for this

Penitentiary for the year ending 30 June 1896.

Number of Convicts 30 June 1895: 98
Received during the year: 33
TOTAL: 131
Discharged by Expiration of Sentence: 28
By Pardon: 2
TOTAL: T30
REMAINING AT MIDNIGHT 30 June 1896: ’101

Showing an increase in population of 3 during the year. There has been one

recommitted.

I am sorry to say that we have lost one of the most able and efficient Officer's

of our staff by death, Mr. D. C. McGilvery who died of bronchitis, March 3,

1896.

I am pleased to state no deaths have occurred among the convicts or any
escapes. Discipline has been good, school progressing satisfactorily with

an attendance of 2.07. The convicts seem to appreciate the efforts made to
improve them, especially the Indians and the Chinamen who are very quick at
learning. The work carried out during the year has been more in the shape of
repairs and improvements. The Warden's residence and all Officer's quarters
painted and repaired, which had not been done since they were built which is
about eight or ten years ago and are in very bad shape. Alterations have been
made to the wash house by putting in new skylights, steam heating apparatus
for baths, etc. We are now able to do all the shaving, bathing and washing

of clothes in the same building which saves a good deal of time and the

convicts while there are more under the eye of the Officer than before.
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The repainting of the main building mentioned in the last report has been
finished and is considered a good substantial piece of work. The new wagon
road has now been made up the ravine to the back part of the Penitentiary
reserve, which will enable us to haul the wood and stone much more easily and

a shorter distance than before.

The progress that we expected to have made in brick making has not advanced

as satisfactorily as I would wish. We hope by Spring to be in a position to
commence making brick. Prospecting for clay and sand has been carried on and
an unlimited supply has been found on our grounds, the quality of which has been

declared first class by experts.

Repairs have been made to the old water system by repairing the dam and pipe
which with a few more improvements such as building a large tank or reservoir
in addition to the one we are now building. We are saving all the water from
the wash house and other buildings, I have no doubt this will give us sufficient
water for all purposes excepting for cooking and drinking and will make quite

a reduction in our expenditure.

A good deal of repairing has been done inside the main building such as lathing,
plastering, painting and a new cement floor in the Kitchen. The boundary fence
has been repaired in many places by putting in new posts. The unsightly hole

in front of the building has been filled level with the field, also a greater

part of cribbing along the railway track in front of the reserve.

In conclusion T would say that the conduct of the Officers of this Institution

has been hightly satisfactory.

Per Capita cost on net expenditure: $402.53

Deduct for revenue: § 8.93
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Net per capita cost per annum: $393.60

Net cost per diem: $§ 1.08

W. Moresby
Warden
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Number of Convicts remaining 30 June 1896: 101
Received during the year 1896-97: 36
TOTAL 137
Discharged during the year: 37
Remaining at midnight 30 June 1897: 97

I am glad to report that as a general thing the health of the staff and
the convicts has been good. No serious illness and no deaths occurred
among the convicts during the year no among the staff. With the exception
of the illness and death of Warden Moresby which occurred toward the end
of 1896 and which deprived the service of a most efficient Officer. The
privilege extended to the officers of purchasing drugs and medicine from
the hospital has largely been taken advantage of. Revenue from sale of

drugs and medicine as being $40.10.

Your obedient servant

W. A. DeWolf-Smith
Surgeon



7 Lo RS . R Jis : o e |
Zz,. é'd/ﬂh‘l‘::— I cerufy that I tboroughly mspecbed and searﬁled 1be Puqon af’r,er 1t was 1ocked np and
: Ay o ;‘7 handea 0‘ er tO my (‘harée “nd found ?KAM %‘%M e ?1/)1 @W.}m 9',715‘1/‘}4 -

- M J maf THEL /03, 7 | =

ZZZ 7 .? J‘ ‘- / 74%”75 “7‘ GRS e f e e SRR s
7. 58 /zi%az_ ufm Jma’z

= g‘m = gt fo e émmz:
ey vor e
WL 15 e i ‘
l /ac’ e /WV/ML 77";’3% ﬂ@f:fafﬁm%@

S Lc/é LQ%Q/?/D/ féf(f(/(a/cﬁf f&wgwwy ?fé/{‘wg




: - : Z 4/9 ("" L. 7,40 /j/ 7 s _

Ipab Ollcd my Deat at:
ot Guard exce’pt uJ.yL'— /»KM%M}‘ - Wcﬂ—\ff gl

Iuas within ccul Of N

/_(/*41;/(-/ .

7ra:Z exccpt as a]JOve r cpozfed L

VOJLULO‘ w zwsu@l occu
- Imn SLr, T )
Yawr obadwnt 867 z/cbnt




’d é“%ﬂb{@&n /f//?‘gﬂ/
e ::/ égw/w% %/gi,j'i//égm 4://@/» ﬁ
L EL T Ced ot o Sins

fr ///"{ Fa j
~ //ﬁrl?@/,,f %fﬁ 4
//?"‘;—,'?ﬁs’rj ;zfﬁfjf% ;

LR A’f’
[‘314’ ﬁj

~/<T ~/}':Z/‘/u 1

1”‘/f ;fzaro /ﬁf//‘é/d [;_“5 ;}{/
,i .5"’ J&ﬂ//z/f‘f' esris /cyy s /‘(Z*,;;z, /a ?,

/ R TS B L
/ /",{//l A ﬁ

,’:1 . 1]»” 7 VZT,'/Z/‘/Q V ﬁ// Z—% T

"Iom ity o

. Your Obedlent cer» “mt.,

v /
g\_/;/j/ »L }Guard on mnhz dm‘y



431

™

orf

S

o

-

i
]
]

Pl

=

Il

TTN

4N

co0d

o

o

Fly

O
G-y

o



28 b2

Wardens report for the year ending 30th,June 1897

Sir: I am pleased to say there has been no death or escape during the
year.I am very sorry to report that one of our convicts has been pronou-
nced insane and still remains in the institution and it is unnecessary
for me to draw your attention to ths unwise manner of keeping insane
convicts in the same wing as sane and until other means are adopted

by the addition of seperate wings for this class of criminal the discipline
will be very hard to maintain.I would also respectfully draw your
attention to the immediate necessity of adding additional prison accom-
odation,our population is steadily increasing and with the rush of
immigration to our mining centre’s we are certain to have 2 large increase
in the comingz year and the guestion arises,how can we carry out the
regulations as to seperate cells for each.

Wie have been using the hospital for the purpose of houseing the surpulus
and 1in event of a convict being ordered to the hospital we would be in

a rather difficult situation.

I have since my appointment,and with the able assistance of the Deputy
Warden and other officers of the institution tried to the best of my

11ity to carry out the improvements inaugurated by the late Warden

I am pleased to say on assuming duty on the 23rd.december I found
rything going on in first class condition and continusd to carry out
the contemplated improvements and works as started by the late warden

nd have much pleasure in being able to say that for a very slight
xpenditure I bought = horse power brick machine and necessarys and with
the assistance of guards and working convicts are turning out first

c cxs at the rate of 3000 per day which can be increased if

onal outlay,by this we have added to the

r i
institution another industry without the necessity of employing any
kil

more offlcers and makinz more work for the convict
I see by Warden Irvins report of 1895-96 at Manitoba Penitentiary that
the number of convicts that can work,while we

they have more land than
e

the opposite and I respectfully suzggest that some of our conviets

transferred to Stony Mountain as we have a limited quantity of land

be
and not sufficient accomeodation for our present ropulation.



On taking charge of this institution shortly after the death of the
late Warden MNoresby,I realized that hard work and continuous study
and supervision was necessary to fill the place left vacant by one of
the best officers and highly respected men in British Columbia,

If the government decides to carry out the suggestion in your annual
report in reference to prison manufacture of articles required by
government,I trust that on account of our location on transcontentisl

s -

route the repairing and making of mail bags be alloted to this Penitentiar

0 trust that Wardens Conventions will become one of the established

—

a

n

L
institutions of the Penitentiary Service and as you say helo eradicate
the localism that is certain to creep into Peni iaries when the
officials only means of keeping pace with the times is newspaper reports
and meger information gleaned from the Blue Books of the different
Penitentiaries 1in other country's.
I have also to thank you for your valusd advise and continued assistance

s
in carrying out any of the improvements that I have had the honour

3 - - " R 1 [N T
»t 12 2 report from the Protestant Chzanlin,

3 S - A ~r ~ E
Included in The above repc I T
hal
7, - 3 4 Ay~ B Mo - v T T
Thomzs Scouler and the R.C.Ch=zplin J.!LFayard O0,M.I,
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The suggestion contained in my last Annual Report, than an Annual Convention

of Penitentiary Warden's and other Officials interested in the treatment of
criminals would be of advantage has already materialized. The inaugural

meeting was held in Ottawa during the first week in January 1898. The consensus
of opinion among those who participated is that is marks and important mile-
stone in the history of Canadian Penitentiary reform. Officers of diversif-

ied training, temperment and experience were able to bring to the consideration
of the various questions an amount of practical knowledge and practical sugg-
estions of the greatest possible value. The convention had the advantage of

the presence of the Commissioner of Dominion Police whose sucessful administ-
rative experience and knowledge of criminal behaviour enabled him to materially
assist in matters in which these were involved. The greater portion of the

time in this inagural meeting was devoted to the discussion of and suggested
revision of the rules governing the internal administration of the Penitentiaries

but as to the more general questions considered the following suggestions were

made:

That provision should be made for the classification of convicts and the
separation of those as seem amenable to reform from the incorrigible and
habituable offenders. The feasibility of the suggestion is strengthened by
the success which has attended in the recently adopted star system in the
English prisons. The adoption of the system would involve the structural

arrangment of some of the prisons.

—_——— T T N

The extent of these visits by alleged friends and relatives and also to the
mass of correspondence to and from convicts has become a serious menace to

discipline and in the larger prisons the necessary supervision absorbs too
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large a portion of the time of Officers who have more important duties to
preform. 1In nearly all cases letters and visits are many times more frequent
than they would be if the men were free. While the general tenor of the
conversation and correspondence is not by any means elevating or reformative

in it's character, it is recommended that these privileges be restricted within

more reasonable limits,

ience and in somé cases is undoubtly dangerous, Strangers of respectable
appearance are admitted in large numbers and despite the most vigilant
supervision, it is too frequently discovered, subsequently, that contraband
articles have been dropped in placed to which convicts have access. As an
illustration it may be mentioned that an €x-convict by means of an intermed-
iary, supplied a newly arrived convict with a sketch plan of the prison in

which certain points of possible escape were indicated.

The convention recommended that aside from as are by statue entitled to
admission, NO VISITORS may be admitted except by special leave of the Department
and that in no case should any male visitor have access to the female ward or

female visitor have access to the male ward of the prison.

The restrictions which by statue and public policy have been placed upon prison
labour make it impossible to provide sufficiency of employment for the convicts,
The convention recommended that the prison be furnished with more ample facilit-
ies for agriculture and also heartly endorse the suggesp?on contained in my last
Annual Report as to the necessity for securing the active Co-operation of other
Departments of the service with regards to articles which can be furnished by

the prison but which are now purchased by the Government from outside contractors.,
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Intermediate Sentences:

The legalization of intermediate sentences for the Habitual criminals was

strongly recommended.

Identification of Criminals:

The convention urged the establishment of a Bureau of Crime Records under
the control of the Commissioner of the Dominion Police, an assurance was given
that the prison authorities would afford all possible facilities for the oper-

ation of the Bertillon system as an attachment to the Bureau.

Increased Inspections:

Complaints are made of the infrequent visits of the Inspector and the Account-
ant of Penitentiaries. The convention was aware of the reason which made it
necessary for the Inspector to be in Ottawa for the greater part of the year and
also as to the special duties which have prevented the Accountant of Penitent-
iaries from preforming his ordinary official duties, but the attention of the

Department was called to the urgent necessity of more thorough and frequent

inspection.

General System of Control:

Previous to 1875, the management of Penitentiaries was vested in a Board of
Directors. At that date the Board was abolished and the direct control was
vested in the Minister of Justice. The change has been the subject of a con-
siderable amount of adverse criticism and although it involves a question of
public policy, yet a view of comments which recent investigations have evoked,
it seems appropriate that the general system should be considered in connection
with any defects in the details of administration which may have occurred. The
train of opinion among those most clearly identified with the prisons have been
the adverse to the direct departmental control and the case from that point of
view was forceably set up by Mr. Tache and Miall in their report in connection

with the management of the Penitentiary, dated 23 December 1879. 1In closing
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the Commissioner states "In dealing with the difficulties which have given

rise to the present inquiry, we doubt not the idea must have been suggested to
your mind as it certainly has most forceably inpressed on ours that prison
management is not a fit subject for departmental control and we feel bound to
refer before closing this report the radical change inaugerated by the legislat-

ion now in force in relation thereto."

The study of the subject of prison management if persued free from influence

of preconceived ideas must lead to an unbiased mind to the conviction that such
an Institution should be governed by an organization or body of men free from
political or other extraneous influences. Such organized bodies exist in every
civilized country whether under the name of Inspectors, Superintendents, Directors
or Commissioners and are generally constituted into Boards, whose relations the
executive offices of each establishment are somewhat emulated to the relations
exlsting between parliament and cabinet and our constitutional form of govern-
ment. The duties are consultive, deliberative and in a measure legislative.

They decide on what general principles the prison shall be governed and their
decrees when approved by the Minister of State are carried into effect by the
local Executive. Such was the condition of the question in Canada before the
passing of the Act in 1875, in which we are bound to call and enforce the deviat-
ion from the usual course pursued in almost every country aiming at the reform

of its criminal population.

The governing of penal Institutions in christian countries has become a
distinctive science. A science too demanding for its attainment, a continuety
of practice and experience acting upon diversity of minds. A combination of
mental and moral qualities seldom centralized in one person and of which some
important elements are almost sure to be lacking in the department whose main
duties are of an entirely different character is essential to the judicious con-
trol of a mixed criminal population, especially if the object aimed at be reform-

ery as well as punitive.
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The avowed object with us is to reform the convict, educate them to honest
occupations, as well, to see that they are adquately punished without being
crushed. The general system of control goes on to give other arguments why

a Board of Control should be authorized.

All these principles concreated by the grand test of time approved and endorsed
by the entire civilized and christianized world have been set aside by the

Penitentiary Act of 1875.

By its provision all the benefits from the diversity of thought breadth of
mental and moral culture are swept away as useless. One single Inspector is
provided, for who is, expected, it may be assumed to combine in his person

all the breadth and diversity of a Board. Both breadth and diversity being
neutralized however, by the provisions that he shall be an Officer of the
Department. of Justice. If they have any force they are intended to apply to
the principle and the spirit of bureaucracy, not to any special department

or individual, a built in successful administrative experience of the
Commissioner is entitled, their views to the greatest possible respect.

It is necessary to remember however, that they do not speak from knowledge
gained in the practical institutional but from the standpoint of general
theoretical principles. The objection turns against direct department control
of the Penitentiary in line with equal force in the case of the other branches
of the Public Service. The Minister of Justice is held responsible to
Parliament for every item of expenditure in connection with the prisons and
his responsibility could not reasonably be continued if this control should
be limited by the intermediary authority of the Group of Directors. I
respectfully submit the opinion that the weakness does not lie in the system
but in the manner in which it has been administered. The system vested the
control of all Penitentiaries in the Minister of Justice but as a matter of
fact succeeding Ministers have been harassed to such an extent by the persist-

ent interference of local political organizations that the control of the
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patronage including the selection of officials has been vertually deligated
to local and irresponsible organizations whose chief aim has to be the

potency of the Institution as a political factor in the constituency in which

it is situated.

It is quite apparent that so long as this departmental control continues
locally the whitewash brush of departmental officials and the tar brush of
Special Commissioners will be alike ineffectual in removing the stains which
are occasionally exhibited to public gaze. What is required, and such action
as will relieve the prisons from the grasp and tennicles of the local political
octopodidae. The burden of maintaining the Institution is imposed on the whole
of Canada and it is but reasonable that the privileges of which attached to

the patronages should be equally extensive.

I am Sir, your obedient servant,

Inspector of Penitentiaries
Douglas Steward

31 January 1898
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The Columbian

February 28th,.1898 Stony Hountain,lManitobe

James Fitzsimmons Dead;

Word was received,yesterday,of the death of James Fitzsimmons,which
occured there in the hospital Saturday night,the late Mr.Fitzsimmons,
it will be remembered,was for many years the Deputy Warden of the
British Columbia Penitentiary at this city,

In fact,from the time of its inception in 1878,having been transferred
here from the great Kingston penal institution,Mr,Fitzsimmons was
removed from here in 1895 to Stony Mountain (Manitoba) Penitentiary,
exchanging with Mr,D.D.Bourke,now Deputy Warden here.

The deceased was a native of Ireland,and came to Canada in his
sixteenth or seventeenth year,shortly afterwards being put on the
staff of the Kingston Penitentiary,under Warden lcDonell.

It will thus be seen the late Iir,Fitzsimmons,who was in his fifty
nineth year at death,had spent the better part of his 1life in the

Canadian Prison Service,

The only known surviving relative of ‘the deceased is a nephew,at

Kingston,by the name of Waters,
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J. C. Whyte, Warden
to the

Inspector of Penitentiaries, Douglas Stewart

I have the honour to submit my second Annual Report with the usual returns

from the B. C. Penitentiary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898.

The vote for the maintenance of the British Columbia Penitentiary for the
year just terminated was $45,700.00 of this amount $39,892.00 was expended

leaving a balance unexpended in the hands of the government of $5,808.00.

Convicts discharged during the year by expiration of sentence: 25
by pardon: 2
By transfer to Stony Mountain: 12
Transferred to Kingston Penitentiary: 2

TOTAL :disposed of during the year: 42
Total population of prison 30 June 1898: 109

The daily average number of convicts in the B, C. Penitentiary was 103.
Additional accomodation for an increasing number of prisoners is very much
needed. We have made a few necessary changes in the economic condition of the
Institution. We have now a water system of own. We have changed the heating
arrangements in the shops and the bathing arrangements. Put in a new front
gate which works satisfactory and have put gratings in the fences over the
creek. Formerly, when a rush of water came a portion of the fence was carried
away. We have also continued to make brick. The production last summer being
100,000 and could have made a great many more but see nd immediate prospect for
using them for some time. Owing to the crowded condition of the prison
population we had to transfer, last December, 15 convicts to Kingston. We

called your attention to the number of criminals in this province owing to the
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large influx of population in surrounding districts, as this is now a
permenant increase our prisoners will continue to increase. At present we
are crowded again and are waiting for orders to transfer another 15 to
Stony Mountain. I consider the time is at hand when increased accomodation

should be provided for the criminals that are arriving here.

I found that the Warden's Convention held in Ottawa was of great use to me
personally and I got an insight into the workings of other Institutions in
Canada and the United States that is of inestimatable benefit to me in the

administration of this Institution from hoth moral and an economic point of

view.

My thanks are due to all the Officers of this Institution for the able and
courteous manner in which they have preformed their respective duties, especially
the Blacksmith Instructor, Coutts, who spent most of his time in engineering
work; to guard Doyle, who had charge of the brickyard; guard Johnston, who
erected the water tank; in fact these two latter men should be appointed trade
instructors as most of their time has been spent in tradesmens' work. Blacksmith

Instructor Coutts should be appointed engineer for the same reason.
Your obedient servant

J. C. Whyte
Warden

26 convicts admitted to school during the year. The daily average attendance

was 26,86
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From the report of the Inspector of Penitentiaries 1898

The suggestions contained in my last Annual report that an annual
convention of Penitentiary Wardens and other officials interested in
the treatment of criminals would be of advantage and that has already
materialized.The inagural meeting was held in Ottawa during the first
week of January 1898 and the consensus of opinion among those who
participated is that it marks an important epoch in the history of
Canadian Penitentiary Reform.

The titles discussed were,classification of convicts,restriction of
convicts priveleges,the exclusion of sightseers,increased facilities
for labour,indeterminate sentences,identification of criminals and
increased inspection.

Excerpts from that report on the convention are as follows.
Restrictions of Convicts Priveleges.

The extent of these priveleges as regards visits by alleged friends and
relatives and also to the mass of correspondence to and from convicts
has become a serious menace to discipline and in the larger prisons the
necessary supervision absorbs too large a portion of the time of officers
who have more important duties to preform.In nearly all cases letters
and visits are many times more frequent than they would be if the men
were free.While the general tenor of the conversation and correspondence
is not by any means elevating or reforming in its character,it is
recommended that these priveleges be restricted within more reasonable

limits

Exclusion of Sightseers

The admission of those who from mere idle curiosity desire to see the
interior workings of a prison is a source of much official embarrasment

and inconvenience and in some cases is undoubtly dangerous.Strangers of
respectable appearance are admitted in large numbers and despite the
most vigilant supervision,it is too frequently discovered,subsequently,
that contraband articles have been dropped in places to which convicts
have access.As an illustration it may be mentioned that an ex-convict,
by means of an intermediary,supplied a newly arrived convict with a
sketch plan of the prison in which certain points of possible eacape

N

were indicated.
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rom such as are by statue

i—h

The convention recommended that aside
entitled to admission,no visitor be admitted except by special leave
of the department,and that in no case should any male visitor have access
to the female ward or female visitor have access to the male ward of

the prison,



Lhs

b
& - "o
£ <o y or-d o
€ +° 3 T
S 4 £ I
G < o (@] » Q.,.
= © e w a o
AW o & - %
el 3 o 1) 40 0O @
A2 w© < ¥ W e
£ < [} [ A Ul
- O > g0 4 w
i +° O o) @)
< o ) 2,
L o
0] fod )
o K £ a
K e
[ & <
T O O
G o
= 0l U
- @ » ©
- I o © Ul -
= - A o]
o 4.0 <
[V AW or-i
- £
U,
®
K
42
i
or
S
STRRN S
- ocd
ot [
0] W
(e8] « iy Q
ON 0 -
o8} S O
= O o .
& )
o [} -
® L «©
A (@) ) o)
4+ 4 - O Sy
e
o x4
o ks 5
[45] Q)
&£ =
e}
42 ®
Q s
O B




Lig

Sl

e

[

ON
ON

= T

o 0
. o «©
< S =
{*lu
[@)2N A,
o ©
o 40
o b
£ <
= %
b Ul




L7
- 113 -

ANNUAL_REPORT OF THE B.C. PENITENTIARY, 1 July 1899

Sir:

I have the honour to submit my third Annual Report with the usual returns

from the British Columbia Penitentiary for the year ending 30th June 1899.

The vote for the maintenance of the B.C. Penitentiary for the fiscal year
ending 30th June 1899 was $45,700.00. Of this amount $42,354.55 was expended;

leaving a balance unexpended in the hands of the government of $3,345.45.

There remained in B. C.Penitentiary on 30 June 1899: 109 male convicts

1 female convict

We received from common jails during the year: 36 males
1 female
Discharged during the year by expiration of sentence: 39
by remission of sentence : 1
by transfer to Stony Mount: 15
by transfer to Kingston : 2
MAKING A TOTAL DISPOSED DURING THE YEAR: 57

O
(]

TOTAL POPULATION LEFT 30 June 1899:

The daily number of convicts in the British Columbia Penitentiary was 92.
The behaviour of the convicts and the discipline of the prison has been sat-

isfactory during the past year.

As I have said in a previous report, additional accomodation is very much
required as we can now make all the bricks required, it would very much reduce

~

the expense of the building.

We have lost two Officers this year. One through his health breaking down
and one through death. The first guard Muldoon found that his health was

suffering from the arduous duties required by his position. Storekeeper,
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Jackson was taken from us suddenly, he was off duty only a few days and we

lost a faithful servant.

I may say that our water system, shower, baths and grating are working very
satisfactorily. We are also clearing all our land so that in time we will
have twenty-five or thirty acres fit for cultivation, in addition to the thirty

acres now under crop.

Your obedient servant

J. C. Whyte
Wardent

W. J. Carroll, Schoolmaster reports on eduction 1898-1899. The number of
convict students who can read and write: 66. Cannot read or write: 21.

Can read only: 1. Can read and write in Japanese: 2.

End of Report
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SURGEON'S REPORTS.

BRITISH COLUMBIA PENITENTIARY.

New Westminster, B.C., July 1, 1899,

Sir, - I have the honour to submit my annual report asg
surgeon of this penitentiary for the year ended June 30,

1899,

I regret to have to record the death of one of the

officers, Store-keeper Jackson, who died rather suddenly

from uraemic poisoning.

We are still greatly in need of suitable hospital
accommodation. The place at present used for that purpose
is a disgrace to any institution, as has been pointed out
in my reports for several years back. I regret to state
that T see no effort being made to improve this condition

of things.

The disadvantage of obtainine drugs from Montreal
continues to be apparent. As stated last year, in order to
avoid running short it is necessary to order large quantities
of drugs, with the result that in some instances the article
is spoilt before it can be used. In many cases, too, the
article supplied has been of inferior quality. This also

has been pointed out by me several times.

I wish to call your attention to the distinction drawn



L 50

113 ¢
between the surgeon and the other officers in the matter
of holidays. Other officers are allowed a matter of ten
days holiday every year, but the surgeon never gets a
holiday. During the twelve years in which I have been
surgeon of this penitentiary, I have never had a holiday-
that is, I have never been away without having to provide
a substitute at my own expense, which no other officer is
called on to do. Even when ill, I have had to pay a man
to take my place. I would call your attention to the
good which would accrue were surgeons of the different
prisons given an opportunity to meet with each other and
with the rest of the profession occasionally, for instance

at the annual meeting of the Canadian Medical Association.

The Hospital Overseer, Mr. Carroll, continues to

perform his duties in a most satisfactory manner.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

W. A. DEWOLF SMITH, M.D.,

Surgeon.
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